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pri which as. through | the medium of the preſs, 
directed for his peruſal ; and alſo from a belief that, if 
he did perufe, be might, from the detail of what has 
deen done by the legiſlature for the poor, has been writ- 
ten. by thoſe whoſe obſervations on the ſubje& have been 
preſerved in print, or from che hints and obſervations 
fcattered throughout the publication itſelf, find ſomewhat 
upon the ſubject, which, when improved by his ſolid 
judgement, matured by long experience, might, in the 
form of an act of che e meliorate and improve | 
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the webu been any of the obſetyations, are worth 
the" Sttention of Ut Public; if any of the hints here * 
throwẽir out tenti ih the leaſt degree, to meliorate the 
condition of the poor themſelves, or to ſave the Public 
any part of the vaſt expenſe which lies ſo heavy on the 
ſhoulders of the landed intereſt, conſiſtent with the general 
comfort of the fociety at large, their diſcernment will ſee 
an their good Tenſe will apply it, and their voice Will 
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or O means general, but local: beſides, while not one 
ne of the i iſland. receives any immediate benefit from 
the very flourithing | ſtate of our trade, and manufactures, 
the three-fourths which are in ſtill water feel themſelves in 
danger from the. very cauſe which creates "the calm, and, 
oppreſſed with. an additional eight by the ſurges "hich 
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The natufal and political liberty of the mas ki 

people is clogged and diminiſhed by the law of ſettlem 
and; in che opinion of ſome of the beſt writers and 5 
reabners' on this jmiportant topic, it is unneceſſarily 1 
unwiſely abridged. Do not the poor-laws o1 on this 3 5 | 
alſo, demand the attention of the ſlate? Is it not juſt that, 
every individual of the kingdom ſhould enjoy as much free- 
dom as is conſiſtent with the ſafety of the whole ? Hut it 
may poſſibly be > replied | in the langu age of ſtate· prudence, 
This is not the time; ſee wha hat the cry of — and the call 
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ſuſſer ſtute· udenoe to riytt our fettars. cloſer, in proper 
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chaſe a ſtock of "wood, hemp, flac; Seocl fon their employ- 


ment; an object which ſeems ſcarcely;attbuded!to by thoſe 
WhO now carry into execution the: poor4aws}:.as appears by 
the very trifling totul returned ta the-Houſe)bf, Commons 


by the overſcers, *u9/ekpended on that acoount:thtoughout 


the kingdom. This ſurely is another obje&iwarthy: the: attan- 


tion of a great miniſter, und its an objec that cannot ge- 


nerally be enforced without the aſſiſtance of the; legiſlature; 
none of the ſubſiſting ſtatutes pointing out the means of 


doing k, diſtin from. thoſe: poſts, to the. tmorals, health, in- 
duftry; and activity, of the riſing generatian, —work-houſes; 
which ure hortble, although; as r the 


poor is at preſent regulated, neceſſary evils. Ale 
The claims of the poor . 
at in the following pages. By this expreſſion, no abſtruct 
ideas of a eluim to equality, either in degiſlatiun on pro- 


perty, has been ennvaſſed; but ſimply that claim ia fair 


retribution for their ſtrength and ability to labour, which1is 


their only birth-right; for, it is a principle ariſing from ne- 
ceſſity, chat, in all civilized ſocieties, there muſt be hewers 


of wood and drawers of water; but thoſe who fill up the 
lower, though uſeful, rank of our fellow- ſubjects, infinitely 
exeeed in number and in actual utility all the other claſſes 
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ſerious a: conſideration as i\anyi-other,oolgim) upon it, et 
ſecurity of political liberty! ur iu priperty ; the right 
to recrine oainpenſati fonfuhrir abbour, adequaie ts 
their neceſſary wants; hie they flake a capability of la. 
bour, is certainly due do them, andi therright of mnaiute nano 
from the tnare opulent claſſes af / ſotietyꝝ laben that capabi - 
hy a0 laboun ig pafſed, is another dobiowhich We | 
themroo ol esto dow Anν,H̃tliaꝗ %% | bi THY 
lun the diſcharge af this-deniand; abends che- burda 
which the landed intereſt in particular have great cauſe to 
complain of, the poor s rates: Nhich, in many diſtricta, when 
united with the, and-taxcafid dithes; amount almoſt oa dif+ 
inheriſou ; for, although tlie occupier Or tenunt nominally 
pays the tithes and poor rates, the: land nab bears the 
weight, and the total is Gaben umi the landlardis pocket; 
therefere, while we are ſſmking amder this grable uad, ds it 
nat natural, is it not juft, that we ſhould inquire into the 
tranſactions ph ꝙaſt times, and ſearch therrecords of anti- 
guity, to explarerum what principle of legiſlatien, from what 
ounbent, virtual C implied, of our forefathers; from what 
ſyRemrof laws, human ar divine, this ruinous fact, though 
apparent paradox; | ſhould happen? That, from the ſame 
circle of land; tlie eccleſiaſtics claims a tenth» of the produce, 
in moſt inftances'equab to:a half uf the rent; the fate one- 
fifth; and the remainder of the reſerved rent will not al- 
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OME PTY may be expected by the public "for 
the alterations contained in this Second Edition of 
the Hiſtory of the Poor, &c. and, probably, ſome. ac- 
count of the motive which influenced the aufer to Its 
cori £3; Wayl 
continuation, The firſt is, undoubtedly, due to his rea- 
ders as a matter of right: the ſecond he rather conſiders as 
an act of choice, on his part, with which he can have no 
objection to comply. _ t 
The courſe of inquiry which the inveſtigation of this 
ſubje& naturally pointed out brought me to the Know- 
ledge of the ancient mode of diftributing the revenues 
of the church. This branch of the hiſtory of elder 
times caught my attention by bringing to view an ob- 
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- EREWITH you receive the litt letter of a fees, which ſhall 
comprehend an inveſtigation. of the cauſes that produce. ſo 
much miſery and diſtreſs among our poor which will be accom- 
panied, during the continuation. of the ſubject, with hints tending 
to a plan, that, .it is imagined, may render their ſituation more 
comfortable, and leſſen that heavy burthen of rates, which im- 
poveriſh the landed intereſt, and, in fact, anticipate the ſource of 
our political expenditure. , ' 

* 1 began the inquiry during the former part of the winter with 
the intent of ſending it to the Editor of the Annals of Agriculture; 
but doubted with reſpect to the propriety of the ſubje& for that 
compilation ; until, having the pleaſure of your company at Clare, 
you indicated a wiſh that it might be ſent you. 

BG 8 It 
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kar oor mot in the country, in the lapſe of time which daily 


paſſes away between the hours allotted to refreſhment and repoſe; 
that mind muſt be torpid and inactive, in which many ideas do not 
ariſe that cannot be referred to perſonal: views or ſelfiſn conſidera- 
tions, and which are not occaſioned by,abjefts of bulinels or plea- 
ſure, but take their origin from better motives, and impulſes of a 
higher nature; from reflections on the relative ſtate our happineſs 
is placed in, with reſpect to that of our friends and more imme- 
diate neighbours, in the firſt place; of our countrytden, in tho next; 
and, ultimately, not only of ee race, but of the FR 
"owe creation. wy 
One ſerious cauſe muſt, cheeefore, aste From, thip-lonrey hint 
the happineſs of a life paſſed in retirement; as our ideas take their 
colour from the more immediate objects of our obſervation, it is 
impoſſible but that ſomething of a ſombrous and unpleaſant hue 
muſt tinge the mind, while it attends to what paſſes in that claſs of 
fociety which-is more jmmediately,ſubjeft to our obſervation; and 
while we perceive and feel, as t were, the ſordid miſery and diſtreſs _ 
of our near, though. humble, neighbours, it is. impoſſible that a 
mind, rightly diſpoſed, 'wholſc beſt energy is to de alive to the woes - 
of others, can enjoy uninterrapted eaſe, while ſo much miſery ĩs 0 
near, the threſhold; charity can do much, bet cannot do every 
thing, nor for every body, although ſeconded hy the beſt intentions 
and moſt Hberal purſe ; objbt&ts of (miſery, like mountain above 
mountain. to the weary traveller, ariſe to the view, creating daſpair 
of; attaining to the end of their wiſhes, even in thoſe who poſſes 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt liberal minds, and recalling neceſſary and 
honeſt Prudence to her ſeat. | But ſtill one ſource of beneſicence 
may be opened without fear of impoveriſhment, and the powers of 


the mind may be called to the aid of charity. Is t impoffible do ex- 
plore the cauſes of that miſery which we difcern among our poor 
Ha ? And, the cauſes * explored, may not a _— be 

pointed 


L T ERNI . 


Ne out? — labour, although the event 
ſhould not be ſucceſsful ; this one fact being too glaring for huma- 
nity to be bind to, that, while a tenth part of our countrymen 
enjoy the comforts or revel in the ju uries of life, the patient and 
induſtribus multitude are ene . OT on 
— too its *c v7 TY9%D SAS 74 IT? 
Relactivnn, iGath-a6 the wels guve riſe to this. inquiry 3- 1 
thought that.aFyv;of the leiſure hqum of a equntry life could not 
be better employo than in an attempt to inveſtigate the cauſes of 
that tuiſery which: we ſes among our working poor, and to point 
out ſome probable and praticable means of relief and amendment 
of their coritition z conceiving, alſo, that the ideas and hints, which 
might arife from ſuch an inquiry, could not make their appearance 
with ſo moch propriety in any publication as in the Annals of 
Agriculture ] becauſe the object vt at. reſpects the happineſs of a 
claſs of our ſellow-ereatures, without whoſe manual labour the 
fruits of the earth could neither be ſowed or reaped ; and alſo re- 
oollecting. that, if a ray of reaſon is elicited in the ptogreſs of the 
inquiry, it is due tothe tine of Agticulture, which, if not 
Wiſdom herſelf, bears a ſtrong | reſerablance of her divine original: 
I therefore dedicate the following pages, on this too - much · negledt- 
ed fubject, w your ſervice, and your reader's patient candonr. 
Tube page of hiſtory” reveals to us this melancholy and, awful 
truth, that the happineſs of millions has, in all ages, been at the 
beck and in the power of waits; and thoſe often the me; and 
worft of mankind; myriads have fallen by the ſword, diſeaſe, and 
famine, the victims of war, ied on to their deſtruction by wretebes 
who have diſgraced the human race; but our inquiry bas nothing 
to do with the dire effeits of 'zea), deſpotiſm, or political revo- 
lution ; our employment hes in the vales of peace and plenty; 
our purpole is to inveſtigate this problem, Why our laborious poor 
are ſo wretched ? Does the complaint ariſe from phyſical cauſes, or 
from the regulations of ſociety ? Can ſociety, by laws, regulations, 
| EE : example, 


4 | * BT ER 3 
| example, Ws by ny nd har mans; mae joan 
tion? F VU ; 11199 Kint-vc; i tr ye pace * Ray $5 wont * 
1 eee nab f nature muſt; in every climate, bre their 

energy: effects muſt every where de attatogous” to, and florring 
from, their cauſe ; grsdatione of ebmort ariſe in eivilired ſociety 
in due proportion tothe degree of civilization ; the ſqualid-inhabi- 
tant” of "Magellar's' Streights,”* o wretched at negatived 
in appeafunce, in ul that makes Hife "ſhares, doubtles; 

a degree of 'happineſ$ in proportion r ls capacity of enjoyment} 
that capacity ctr as civilization prevails, and means of obtain- 
| ing the objects of bur wiſhes alſd inerehſet In this iſland; a diſ- 
tion to raſh the comforts of life, the meaneſt of us equally 
olſeſſes with the greateſt; furely, therefore thoſe comſorts 'cors 
reſpondent with our fituation,” ſhould not be removed at ſuch a 
diſtance from the graſp of any f us, as to be/attainable:only by = 
breach of the laws of ſociety. In ſome ehmes, -favoored by a 
more direct appronch of the fofar tay,” the various articles of dreſs 
are an incumbtante/ and the native has no care what raiment he ſhall 
clothe himſelf with: in ſuch climate he may, literally, imitate the 
lilies of the field, which neither toil nor ſpin,” and are elothed only 
in the attire Nature prepared for them. How different is the ne- 
ceſſity in this higher latitude; ſcarce n natural day paſſes away, 
even during the ſumtmer ſolſtice, but our comfort and health re- 
quire that clothing, tb obtain which the price of many days 
labour muſt be paid How much ſtronger does urgent neceſſity re- 
quire warmth of Aotlüng in the dreary leafleſs winter, when every 
gale wafts rheumatiſm and ague; and what is effential to the 
health and prefervation of the parent, is ſurely not leſs ſo for the 
child. Hence, in this country, ariſes one unceaſing call for no in- 
conſiderable ſnare of the price of labour; a call ſanctioned as well 
by an attention to the preſervation of life as by the dictates of de- 
cency, the reſult of ideas connected with civilization. 


Another 


LETTER I, 5 


Another ſtrong and urgent demund on the ſcanty revenue of the 
poor man, is the expenſe of fire. In more ſouthern latitades, the whole 

year may be paſſed, and-it may not be an article eſſential to the life 
or health of the inhiabitant: poſſibly, in climates included in ninety 
of the one hundted and eighty degrees of north and ſouth latitude, 
the lower claſſes of ſociety ſee not the blazing hearth, or have no 
oceaſion for it in their 'domiciles throughout the year: their habits 
ol lid are different their ſimple food, conſiſting principally of 
me fruits of the: earth, requires not much aſſiſtance from fire to 
mako it ſuitable to the palate or proper- for digeſtion; we read 
that rhe inhabitants of. the iſlands in the South Sea® knew: not 
theufe of hot water; but, in this iſland, fire is neceſſary, at times, 
throughout the whole year in ſummer; for. preparing the food, 
and in ſpring, autumn, 2 mw en allo, 1 1 not 
for the preſervation, of the cottager., 
Our climate alſo occaſions 3 ee the oo 
I Throughout a conſiderable part of the habi- 
table world, the genial warmth of the atmoſphere. is ſuch, that the 
human race requires ſcarce any protection from the common air 
and ſky: in| thoſe climes, man may wander with man, joint 
tenants of the ſhade ; but here, a. domicil is neceflary z although 
the hardy aborigines of the iſland might not require ſuch a ſhelter, 
yet man, tamed. and made tender by the arts of civilization, de- 


mands a threſhold, within whoſe ſacred bounds. the .domeſtic | 


hearth may be-ſheltered, as well from the aſſaults of the weather, 


as thoſe of his boiſterous or impertinent neighbour ; hence, there - 
fore, (ariſes another call on his ſlender income, an 00000, coed 


by the-Jabour-of *hig hands-and-the'firqas of his brow. | 

Theſe three neceſſary and unavoidable calls on the finances of 
the poor have been already ſtated, in the articles of clothing, 
hr e e = 
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mand remains to be mintioned, —ithe-daily' PROP the 


ſupply of ſuch meat and drink, as ſhall enable him, day ufter day 
nd year after year, to paſs- through a life of hard labour und 


conſtant fatigee; a degree of labour which the Rrongeſt of us, 
whoſe muſcles have not been trained to the purpoſe, would ſhrink 
from in the experiment of à day, perhaps of an hour; and the 
produce of this labour, the reward of theſe toila, to be expended, 
not on himſelf only, but frequently to be divided with a wife and 
family of children, ho often bave no honeſt means of n. 
their huſband's and parent's i income. 

But this 40 not all: e of s een as well as 
tho davire ef his being; ſubjects him to acute illneſs, to chronic 
difoiders, and at length to old age, decrepitude, and impotence ; 


the inſtant any of theſe unavoidable misfortunes of life attack him, 


the ſource of every comfort is ſtopped, and without the aid of his 
more opulent neighbours, or, what is infinitely to the credit of 


country, this ++ as gov rae the 
arms of famiae or deſpair, , 
Theſe, I apprehend, are the Weil ads of that depth of 
wretchedneſs and miſery which we too often fee in the cottages of 
the poor; not to mention the wayward nature of the human diſ- 
poſition z the example and prevalence of vicious habits; the faci- 
nating charms of intoxication z the confequential habits, idlenefs 
and diſſi pation z the indokence which is concomitant with a broken 


ſpirit; and that catclefinefs and indifference to what may happen 


in future, which is too apt to ariſe in the mind that cannot fee 
its way through preſent difficulties : theſe are frailtics inſeparable 
from the nature of human beings, which increaſe and aggravate 
their diſtreſs, and which nothing bat a proper ſenſe of religion can 
remove ; and neither the power of the legiſlature or the wiſdom of 
the philoſopher can teach to alleviate, 3 
But 


- - 


. LETTER I. 3 


But it is n it is not from the frailties of human 
54 or the. nacefſary wants and demands which the pre- 
ſervation of life and health inculeates to the mind of man, and the 
inſufficiency of the earnings of, bodily labour to attain the gratifi- 
cation of them, that tho appearance; of. cho. labourer indicates ſuch _ 
wretchedneſs ; the laws, the cuſtoms; aud habits of ſaciety, are 
all contributory to this effœ ct, and the excels, of civilization oeca- 
ſions diſtreſſes ſuperior, yet fimilar, to what the ſavage experiences 
in his ſtate of nature; ſuperior, becauſe i diſtreſs is not aggra- 
vated by a near view of the tantalizing contraſt, the exjoyments- 
- of opulence and luxury. fimilar-in- the- effefts, which are, cd, 
hunger, and diſeaſe ; in the one inſtance, the ſavage muſt be ſatiſ- 
fed with the order of nature, whicheſtabliſhes, no law; of. appro+ 

 priation,.- but occupaney ; he; confaquently, cannot blame che-laws 
and babits of ſociety, which aggravate, if they do not, iu / fast. 
give riſe to, the misfortunes of the Engliſi labourer 5+ this is an 
aflertion which demande an inquiry : and, if the principle is eſta - 
bliſhed by ſuch an inveſtigation, ſhould not i thoſe laws, habits, 
and cuſtoms, de modified, un n of . 
manity ? 88 * iS 4 1dr ig. He | 

In the firſt place, it is apparent that hodily ne tis cls: 

patrimony the labourer enjoys; this is to ſupply him and. his family 
with the neceſſaries of life: the ſame patrimony, in conjunction 
with the opportunity of exerting the faculties of the mind, the ins 
habitant of an uncivilized country poſſeſſes; the firſt is | 
by the laws from, treſpaſſing on appropriated-praperty ; and; in this 
country, all that can be called property, is appropriated; the other 

has ample ſcope for the exerciſe of his faculties, both of body-and 

mind; the gifts of nature lying open to the firſt man who has 
ſtrength or dexterity ſufficient to occupy them. Here is a maniſeſt 
advantage which the ſavage poſſeſſes,” and the laws of his country 
have taken from the Engliſh labourer: but have not the laws, the 


maxims, or the benevolence, of ſociety, given to the poor ſome. 
equivalent, 


labour equivalent to ſuch a reaſonable 
tion of the fact ſhall be the anſwer to the queſtion ; and, that the 


inquiry may be as cloſe to the point as poſſible, let us examine, in 


| wan e 
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' equivalent, inſtead of the opportunity of obtaining: property by 
occupancy? the objects of hich being, in every inſtanee;;already 
occupied, he is reduced to the ſole means of bartering the ſueat 


of his brow for the neceſſaries of life ; they ſurely have, and an 
attempt ſhall be made to point out the ſubſti tuts. 


The labourer is worthy of his hire, becauſe he gives for it this | 
ſole property, his ſtrength and his time, reſerving to himſelf only 


_ ſufficient intervals for refreſhment and repaſe : what ought there- 


fore to be his hire? The anſwer is obvious: the. neceſſaries and 
comforts of life, equal to the reaſonable wants of that claſs of 
ſociety among which he ranks. Does he receive recompenſe for; his 
expectation? The examina - 


the firſt place, how the retributions for labour were paid in days 
of yore 3 whether they then ſtood in the ſame proportion; with 


the neceſſaries of life, in times when luxury was not ſo univerſally 
diffuſed, and the cottager, not having the ſight of the rich man's 


enjoyments ſo immediately under his eye, might be ſuppoſed to be 
better contented with his homely fare, than in theſe days, when 


. e- e e 


2 incubuit, victumque ulciſcitur ordem, 


LETTER II. 


LEETWOOD's Chronicon Pretioſum will aſſiſt us in this 
inquiry; and, that the concluſion of the argument may not 
be ſuppoſed to reſt on the foundations of fancy, ſome extracts 
from that uſeful compilation ſhall be produced. 


The 
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ie intention of the author was not much diſſimilar 0 cht of 
the freſent tract, except that hehadp a- Rah de promt de have 
only a ſubſe&-to examine 3 and, to prove his point,” he-ha®ſearch- 
ed not only all the publications then extant on; the fubject, but 
alſo many manuſcript- accounts. of "different monaſteries}! where the 
prices of the different-articles of life: were regularly inſtrted, und 
in ſome inſtances where the prices of labour formed alſo purt of the 
abον But md certain: comparative view! can be formed-on'this 
2 until about the middle of the fourteenth century; wen, by un 
in dhe 236 year of Edvard the Thing the 

8 SH wen potty iy the "regulated, on accounk.' "af the prearahl 
of the ſtatute recites, / of the great inereaſe "of wages. 
the plaghe:* by the firſt chapter, every perſon able vf body; A 
undes the age of ſixty, not having means r 
is baund to ſerve thoſe who are Willing ; ve zitiploy" Him," at the 
mtr, bar 81 
| 3\b- 1971 384 *F\ 

n er port oat Pg 
os Ge by tlabdey T1987 qa 23% fig” yg 
Mowing meadows, by the acre or e "Ag & 
Reapers of corn;/in-the firſt werk in Auguſt, by tha i," 0 2 
* 


In the ſecond week, and to the end of the mont 3 
Threſhing a quarter of wheat or ye 
11 a quarter of barley, beans, peate, or 'vats 1 6 2 


127 It; 


"That aol model for all" pazoghia, antiquinies;) 8 John 
Cullum s Hiſtory and Antiquities of Hawſtead, will alſe aſſiſt in 


forming à more accurate idea of the proportional prices of labour 
and PO in-Suffolk throughout ſome part of this century ; 
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| Te pie of profions ans th ele wn ca. 
were, during 9 as follow: . 


| 237351 Ss 21 0 
A. D. 7 We 800 15 * 5 5 r *: r . 
1309. A * - Reb {1 — Wy 3 IC; FE. 0 0”. 4 
1314. A ſtalled, or corn-fed, Rx Jars et 14 0% 
1314. A graſi- fed ox N KY HI == Ticket un 52 89 16 0! 
A fat ſtalled cow | 45 - ,-; D014 0 
A fat ſheep unſhom 15 l 


A fat ſheep ſhorn reply ow oo wel oy bom t Asten 
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A fat hog, two years old 3 A Ewobo0 2 13d¼4 
A fat gooſe = i 112 0h 23 


Ale regulated by 1 in bara. 
5 JJͤöͤĩ $557 90 9570 
1338. Wheat, a quarter. 
Barley, a quarter 8 - 
| | Peaſe and beans, 1 5 
8 , - _ Oats, a quarter » e ibi - 
White wine, a gallon - 003 „ bi rn 
Red wine, 2. 0h 1% eli On; 
1387. Barley, at Leiceſter, a —— 5 
1388. * one year, and a hen, 
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* Hiſtory and Amtiquitie of Ranked, p. 188, 190. 5 
1388. Wheat, 
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nb not Ab e bo tein from the prices ſpecified | 
in Fleetwood, what was the average-rate, at which \ proviſions 1 were 
ſold, che year parliament regulated the price of labour; for, about 
the middle of this centurv, years of dearth and plenty almoſt alter- . 
nately follow each other, and the peſtilence alſo occaſianed a conſi- 
derable difference; but the articles extracted are in thoſe years, 
when none of theſe cauſes affected the price of proviſions, and 
may therefore be eſteemed a tolerable exact average for the four- 
teenth century, | ; 

In the beginning of the next century in the y Near 1404, the pay 
of a labourer was ſometimes two-pence, . ſometimes. three-pence, 
as appears from a computus of the Prior and Canons of Burcheſter ; 
and in . 

ee eee 

1446. Labourers without die! 9 0 31 
From Michaelmas to Eaſter, 1d. leſs. er | 

A mower in harveſt, without diet ER 5 o 6 

A reaper and carter, without diet — - "LS 


The raw of neceſſaries and proviſions from the ſame computus: 


s. d. 
1407. cow - - - > — 7 0 
Two buſhels of wheat - £4031 gi26 
Five buſhels and a half of ſalt 5” Den 3 4 
1425. Peaſe, per quarter T7 
Gallon of ale, from 1d. to nnn 


Fleetwoodꝰs Chron, Pret. 
: C 2 | 1425. Gallon 
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1425. Gallon of red win ns d 
- © Gallon of feet wine 2631p 106 e 
Too yards of ruſſet cloth for the ſhepherd aA 8 
2 Thirty pair of winter gloves for the ſervants bones. 0 
0g A from other compuras's > N 
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Oats, a quarter e eee. 
Danner $% 4 ; 


1448; Wheat, a quarter lp 
N ee eee 
1449. Wheat, a quarter 8 
1450. Wheat, a quarter . 
J u”o DF IN RL 
n Core Qi og” 
1463. Wheat, a quarter ee e 
In the ſixteenth century, only two inſtances are to be found of the 
wages of a labourer, one in 1514, the other in 15579, 
A. D. 55 
1514. Labourers 3 Eaſter to Michaelmas,except in harveſt, Oo 4 
Ditto from Michaelmas to Eaſterr 0 3 
A mower in harveſt, with diet, 4d. without 0 6. 
A reaper and carter in harveſt, with diet, 3d. without, © 5 


Fleetwood Chron, Pret. 
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Fat calvess e 203, Den oi eden 
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Mutton, per quarter, in Lotdon df; n 0 o 8 
15597. Wheat, a quarter before harveſtt o 8 0 
Wheat, a quarter after harveſt 0. 4 0 
Malt, a quarter before harveſt - 2 0 
| Malt, Conner after herehh — 0 4 8 
1558. A good ſheep  - = -:- - 02 10 


In this inquiry there is 80 6etWiin- 6 debt Ito an explanation 
of the comparative value of money in the three centuries, through a 
great part of which theſe notices have been taken ; becauſe the prices 
of labour and proviſions have beeti valued by the ſaine ſpecies of real 
of imaginary coin; and therefore the value of ſuch; although very 
different from what bears the fare denominations in this century, is 
quite competent to ilfuſtrate the ratio the prices of labour bore at 


— of the neceſſaries of life, 
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1 pores: of the prices of Jabovr, and the cotemporary prices 
of proviſions have been continued, by the dne. the alſiſtance of f the 


Chronicon Pretiofum, to a later era than thay 1 5 dur gerleſiaſtical 
hiſtory; when. the 31ſt ſtatute of Henry VIII. ch. 13. laid the 
axe to the root of all monaſtic poſſeſſions in this kingdom, and a 
transferred their eſtates and rights to the crown, The effect this 

total change of property had m of the poor reawis 


. to be conſidered. * — n 88 . 


It will, at firſt ſight, be e and is indeed believed to be the 
fatt, by thoſe who have ſuperficially inveſtigatedthe hiſtory of this 
period, that this act, at once, ſtruck off many of their comforts, 
and deprived them of many ſources of afliſtance, which are ſup- 
poſed. to have flowed to the poor in numberleſs ſircaths, from the 
kitchens,” refectories, ſtores, and cellars, of the monuſteries z and 
that the different acts of parliament for their relief, hich reflect 
honour on the annals of our hiſtory, towards the end of the ſix- 
teenth and beginning of the enſuing century, aroſe from a neceſſity, 
occaſioned by this capital ſtroke of the 8th- Henry's deſpotic au- 
thority; but the wy. of the times does not enen the con- 
cluſion. 
It rather appears that what auen aid, in fa; How from theſe | 
eccleſiaſtical fraternities,” to the poor of the kingdom, were ſhallow 
and penurious z at the beſt, the coarſe offal of a homely. board; 
indeed, if the mode of life which was purſued by the nobility: and 
gentry of this age be conſidered  .if we recollect, that the metropolis 
was not then, and, indeed, has not been till lately, that overgrown 
monſter, which engluts, within its maw, a property that, ſpread 
on the humble board gf the cottager, would feed millions; but, 
on the contrary, almoſt every village then boaſted, as its conſtant 
inhabitant, one or more ſubſtantial, if not ennobled, landlord, 
. whoſe 


ae, ii 
whoſe boſpitablei-ſeat bore a ſibblance,” cecordirig; to the riches 
| and runk of the owner;* to chat onde profuſion, which, by 


the inſtance ſo happily Preſerwed for the information of poſterity, 
by Dr. Percy;® appears to have graced the character of the fifth 


Bari ef Northumberland, Who live& near the beginning of this 
century ; we ſhall 'not/'1f-niilar” inſtances, in proportion to rank 
and fortune be ſuppoſed to be prevalent, imagine the poor to 
have much felt the want of ſuch aſſiſtance, as the heads of mo- 
riaſteties permitted to de gien away at their gates ; which, from 
che relations of modern travellers, who have lately viſited thoſe 
countries on the continent, where monaſtic inſtitutions art ſtill in 
full forec, and eſpeciully from the obſervations of Dr. Diicarel; in 
his tour through Normandy, where the euſtoms, endowments, and 


poſed, from their former connection with, to be ſimilar to, what 
was enperienced im this country, appear to be infignificant and 
triſſing, always excepting thoſe inſtances where the particular 
motive of the endowment was to enſure a hoſpitable reception 
to the traveller. Tanner alſo, by a note in the preface to Nots- 
tis Minaſtice, appears to be of opinion, that it cannot be attri- 
buted to what the poor received from the religious houſes, that 
no parochial aſſeſſments for their relief were found neceſſary du- 
ring the prevalence of the monaſtic inſtitutions j although it appears 
that ſome of the Nn l ne n 
the name of almoner. 10. . nee 
But, be this fact as it may, 1. i to mend than, if che 
poor did not ſuſtain any great loſs from the abolition of the mo- 
naſteries, in the article of any conſiderable relief, they miglit have 
received from them, in proviſion or alms; they certainly felt une 
great inconvenience I * — grind 
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ae Goal audet-in. cant: e the aaebac- 
tics; nau in nt. tec from: their-gripe ;i-andulfo? became im- 
portunate ſuitors 10 the deſultory feelings of UHaHiable Hindivi- 
duals,” Wee Wt naturally be moved with compaſſion at the 
ſight of their father- confeſſors now become RE — of a 


yaung offspring. 


* Notiti Monaſtica, Preface. 5 
” Beſides, 
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'Belides, the ware,.wehich, from the conqueſt, had kept our po- 
pulation thin; a. number of lives having been thrown away in 
the different conteſts, Withit the kingdotn, for the ſceptre; on 
the continent of Europe, for foreign poſſeſſions; and in Afia, on 
romahtie principles" of religiohs chivalty y hüd now, for'a' cohili- 
dvradle period, ceaſed;/ and near u century had elapſed ſince the 
battle of 'Boſwortly had ſeated Henry the Seventh on the throrie; 
beg by his marriuge with Elisabeth, che heitefs of the Tork 
fumũy, had united ih clairtis ef che two houſes in his perſon: 
and no internal commotion having; fince that event, occaſioned 
aun confiereble | waſte-of blood ; Abd except dt che bartle” of 
Flodderi-Field, which ſeetms, for à time, to have quelled the 
animoſity of our northern neighbours, the nation having ſuffered 
no loſs of inhabitants from foreign wars ; peace, of courſe,” and 
its - concomitant, population. had increaſed che riches of 
who poſſeſſed the opportunity ef acquiring, and, at the fame 
time, the number of thoſe, whoſe humble fituation precluded 
them from ſuch attempts: the number of inhabitants, therefore, 


or the ſpade ;: but many, who, if they could not dig, were not 
aſhamed to beg; rere 
e H ago og ay 1 
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HE; ituntign of:thp-prots: wuhreeſpeth to the price .of labour 
1 claims alſo on the charity 
of thoſo dn haſ@poſſefion was; centred the property of chi 
kingdom bavinglbern ron nend it avill nom be a topic 
our attention: tobimIates ihriaftꝰ 145 poſſihle, the natioe the. 
lau ofthe hsm has aaken pf thems from. the. peciad = 
they:Gath becama; qhiecte of, Jegilatien;, Into the preſent. time when 
R thrre million 


ofothaaſtate. z12tnaw Dq G65} 41 we e or thee 
oicThis inguiry may, with PLOPIRLY,) Pass e 
ara, th tran ations efohichs biltory: hes preſetyed 
pad: doubtfulicenards nend, med, iti — — 
times wen his i ee an rexular farm; of governments 
a great attentionſhodich hr pid. by. ur dorernorg the, welfare. of 
cha poor i thar ig ite matter;of wonder that. while: tbe petty Ni 
aß the heptarchy eee, eee 
aificant dominies rhils ate fam: attended by a faragep 
Aimartial -andenecdp. followerss: were. contpming fon dhe ch rate of 
Ragland,.or diſpulingamong thamſclves for the priae; they had ab» 
tained ; that any humane gr wiſe regulations ſhauld take place with 


re to the poor, who! were then only conſidered as the means 


by which the claims of their reſpective lords might either be 
enforced” or defended ; and, viewed in that light they rank 1 in 
a different claſs of citizons, and are angebe by epithets 


different from, but not more reſpectable 4 in Weich. man that of 
huſbandmen. 


After the family of William, the Norman, had been eſtabliſhed 


on the throne for ſeveral © ad and Edward the Furſt, 
2 having 


Nabu raised fh heir gpplayment end relief, h, 
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having made the conqueſt of North . attention 
to the dafanceleſs ſituation af the lower; claſs of his: Welch ſub. 
jects, ani produced, with the aſſiſtanen of his parliament, that 
code of clave known in our ſtatute ⸗bonks: by \the name of Sta- 
turn Fair ; in which re 5 
they mitzhe obtain: :redreſs of+privnte ud pub ng an 
which- it ia: eoatted, thata poor! πνν.ιν,s i — in 
Pledges to proſecute a ſuit. on ſujug nta rity dIhYu l only piedge 
His) faith : from the date. ei this ute, high w paſſed! in 
1284, no mention 'appeiiry of the pm in the of «parliament 
untl 14. When the ſtut ute barer ανẽꝭœiu their rage 
1 hut been already mentzomee and! in ntrong ianguagn ithecherdd 
that their tabortr,” while they e uble / b work; ſhouù bath 
only reſourte by the following worde: bat no onenue 
pain of impriſonmentʒ by — nd mee <haigry; {iduld 
preſukte to give any thingUto tho :whoiwere able t labbun/ w 
encourage them in idleneſs and Heth, that by ese means they 
might be cothiptlied; to work for” thi inter af life + Ano 
ther ſtutute paſſed in dhe ſumme reign) | wich gave ' the ipoot the 
right» of en attint in © pleas; real amt -pirſonal, without fing 
aui the ſtatute ef labourere, alſo, wüs confirmed, and te Me 
vatice of it eriforced by an impriſenment of fifteen days, and dul 
by the puniſhment of burning them im the fotehrad with an ire 
in the form of the letter F, if they leſt beiti work anduwontolvay 
into different touiis, or into another £muntry-5-dhdvlſoieblighd"the 
officers of cities or boroughs, . a 
them up. „ i lo netting; . "v8" ed 
From this period, until the 2d of Richard the Second — 
© book is ſilent with reſpect to them; the parhament then 
confirmed the ſtatute of the 3d of Edward the Third, RK 
other ſtatutes of labourers, and ten years afterwards —— the 
confirmation; and farther directed that d ſttwänt or labourer 
| ſhould depart from one hundred, rape, or wapentake, to another, 
D 2 to 
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and, in 1444, it is made perpetuul; — — 
alſo enacted, that the wages of huſbandmen, in harveft- tiche, 
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and the r N the feto 
eleventh of "Henry dis Vl, AA bchdb, by 
perſons, ſhall be ſet in the ſtocks three days gd three — and 
have no other ede ahl Hs! And bb then put out 

f the town's and er > Hor bie 6 Wwörk, fill -reſort to 


the hundred bets 1.4 n dcr tis beſt known, br was born,” and 


Fuck remain, of * t nie pünimmegt: and uo artificer, of la- 
bo, ſhall Pla) kt any unlawful games, ex&þt duriug Chriſtuss. 


wo juſtices are "ts by” the ſame act, ettipewered to reſtrain 
the Semen ſelling'0F ale. It is curious to ſce How early, after the 
relief of the poor became an object of the legiſlature, the regu- 


* 115 legiſlature; two centuries ago, ſeems to have been ' aware. of the bad conſe- 
quences, to population and induſtry, that ariſe fcom the! conſolidation of ſmall farms, 
which, where general, is a-meaſure which ftrikes at the root of every ſtunulus to agri- 


cultural induſtry among the poor, by MG RT Yn uſing the 60 and erde 
for themſelves. 
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in the growns MN h found eee 
VIII. cp. ag, Which directed, that al $07 R008. ird, 
bamlets, pariſhes, Kc. ſhall fd eben ge t Dog: (90 
impotent perſon, who was born or dwelt three years within the 
ſuame limit, hy Way, af vdluntary and charitable. als, in eyerꝶ of 
the ſame. cities, pariſhes, &a. with fach convenlent alm as. ſhall 
be thought meet by their diſcretion, ſo as none of them ſhall he 
compelled to go openly begging: and alfo ſhall compel every 
ſturdy vagabond to be kept in continual labour. Children under 
0 1 14 


begging, may be put to ſervice: by-the governors of eichen., ns, 


and, if he continue his roguiſh life, he ſhall have the upper part of 


in the regulations of the rights,” claims, and condu&, of that claſs 


in the black lettered law-books of paſt times. 


6 anne 


14 years of 3 Ware in m ov dtn 
&c. to huſbandry, or other crafts or labours. A vagabong all, 


the firſt time, he whipped; and ſent to the place where he wn born, 


or laſt dwelled, by the ſpace of three years, there to get his living 


the griſtle of his right car cut off; and if, after that, he is taken 


wandering in idleneſs, or doth not apply to his labour, or is not in 


ſervice with any maſter, he ſhall be adjudged and executed as a fe- 
lon. No perſon ſhall make any open or common dole, nor ſhall give 
any money in alms, but to the common, boxes and common gather- 


inge, in every pariſh, nn va- 
lawful games are alſo prohibited. - * 


; (Theſe, as far ds they reſpett the ſabjeQ of this by N | 
leading points, in which the legiſlature of other times. interfered 


of the community, whole only property is their perſonal. ſtrength, 

and whoſe ſole employment through life is hard labout : but there 
alſo exiſted a deſcription of fellow - ſubjects, whoſe rights were ſtill 
more circumſoribed, and the exiſtence of which claſs) of men in 
this iſland is, much to the honour of the preſent age, proved at 


this day only by the page of hiſtory, and ſuch notices DEA 


They were called villains. The word has reſpec to che nature of 
the tenure and ths locality of their ſervices, rather than to any par- 
ticular ideas of Uiſgrate which were attached to their perſon ; villani 


quia villa adſcripti, ſays Lord Coke: they were in ſome inſtances 


the property of the lord, were transferred like other property, 
and that particular deſcription of them, called villains in groſs, 
were in many reſpects in a ſimilar fituation to thoſe Africans,' who 
are objects of our commerce, and tranſported to the Weſt Indies; 
but it appears, from Littleton's Tenures, that their perſonal ſafety 
was guarded, and no inſtances . 
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in times of caſual: dearths); by a pr portion of labour which left a 
| ſurplus for accidents or illneſs y but, at the ſame time that thelegiſ- 
lature had this equitable attention to their intereſts, it enforced the 
neceſſity of labour and employment, by corporal puniſhments of the 
idle and wanderer, and by reſtraining che hand cee, from 
giving perſons of ſuch deſcription any affiltanee s 

Through the ſame tra we alſo find 1 
and the impotent, had no claims of afliſtance- from ſociety, ex- 
cept on that portion of the poſſeſſions of the eccleſiaſtics which 
ſeems to have been adequate, under the management of the clergy, 
to the demand on it; and dhe Jealouly of the legiſlature, leſt the 
attempt made by the monaſteries on that fund, by the appropria- 
tion of the great tithes to themſelves, "might; in the end, divert it 
from its proper application, is very apparent, by that act of parlia- 
ment which paſſed in tho 15th of open II. and r | 
the Ath of Henry IV. # err Hoy DE ao 

Another cadaver Alt Gur er ae 
life were hitherto but little, if at all, in uſe among the poor: no 
deleterious ſnuff or tobacco, no debilitating tea, no liquid fire, 
commonly called gin, or ſpirits ; thoſe banes of health and morala, 
thoſe ſure deſtroyers of the conſtitutions of the preſent and of the 
riſing generations; and it is late in the period that we ſind any 

mention made of ale · houſes, recepticles of vice and immorality 
from whence the Treaſury draws a conſiderable revenue, and at the 
ſame time drains the wo * their Property, eee, > 
morals. 

Manufactures had alſo * 12 little a — us, which, 
however they may enrich individuals, or increaſe the ſources. of our 
commerce, are,' to the-labouring poor, when-they are the means of 
congregating them to work in parties, or are introductory of ſe- 
dentary employment, moſt ſerious evils; in as much as they are 
by long experience found to affect, moſt materially, the health and 
morals of thoſe employed in them; and when, which has hap- 
pened 
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tors) thoſe pariſties o ure left in n hapleſs 
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5 * for a 


time been their reſidence, (for, manufactures are naturally deſul- 


-vretehioelineſs;; noi „ ods otien Vim 91h wgo 17906) 
>The" welns of intercoyrſe! a ears ”_ leſs. ob 
vious 5 of conſequence, All thoſe g erimes which, being committed 
in à crowd; tidy eſrnpee cen ſure; wers leis: practiſed ; and that eyil 
example whictris always/to: be: found where: many idle people arc 
aſſembled, was leſs before their eyes j beſides, the moral conduct af 
the | mdividual' was more under the guidance af the eeeleſiaſtical 
director ot his conſcienee, during the exiſtence of the Roman 
Catholic-perſuafion j which circumſtance muſt be allowed to have 


been à cauſe of ſtricter nnn be at 


preſent prevaide.” zeln 21. 1019910! tilt T rl 3. : 
It has Been atreddy/Hinwd,-thar-the deres kingdom, 
particularly among the lower claſſes of ſociety, has-confiderably; in- 


creaſed ſinoe the abolition of monaſteries; and that whatever alms 
the poor then recei vod from thoſe ſocieties of regular clergy, as well 


as the crumbs which feli from the tables of the opulent, who now 


erpend their incomes in cities and places of public reſort, are at 


preſent withdrawn; and the very numerous poor of this kingdom 
are, now, left a 'very-heavy burthen on the landed property alone, 


while manufactures e eee e, mae 


the benefit ariſing from their labour. e241 

At the ſame time, a principle deſtructive to this an . 
ticularly affecting the lower claſſes of ſociety, ſeems now to pervade 
the whole ſyſtem of the management of the poor; a principle which 
is inherent to deſpotic governments, but. claſhes with the rights of 


a ſubject under a limited monarchy, and which has, -neverthelefs, 


increaſed in this country in a direct proportion with the liberality 
and freedom of our excellent conſtitution. The principle alluded to 
is that which leaves a chaſm between the different orders of the 
ſtate, and operates to this effect: that thoſe who are born to hard 
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bier for their „** hy 


emerging from their om condition ; the amian or niannkiftueer, 


the farmer or tiadesman. may riſe to the conſquence of a . 


lator: opulence will raiſe the poſſeſſor to diſtinctions in ſocisty t un 


indi vidual of every profeſſiun may len u wich the wellegroutuled. 
hope of becoming, in maturer age, af mne importance among the 


trymen there is now a dreadful guiph; which aone, or / ſcurce any, 


can pals. During the erg which hes been examined, ſuch u pris - 


ciple does not appear to have prevailed, and yet the rights of the 
ſubject were not then fa well defined as at preſents the wages re- 
ceived, under ſanction of ſtutmte lata, by the labourer; enabled the 
prudent to ſave ſomething; that ſomething might then be applied to 
profit, in ſmall occupations of land a mall buſineſs Jegds the way 


* a greater: — by theſe means the door was: open to tiches and 


authority; and honeſt ambition was a ſpur sven to the cottager, of 
which he is now. deprived : for. the induſtrious man in theſe days 
ſeldom receives any aſſiſtance from the overſees, in the caſualties to 
which human nature is ſubject, until every farthing of his ſavinge is 
exhauſted, and he becomes, with reſpect to his poverty, on a level 
with the idle and the drunkard; and if he is fortunate enough, by 
many years induſtry and economy, to accumulate à few: pounds, 
no ſmall buſineſs, in his line. of life, is now open to bim: the 
conſalidation of ſmall farms has precluded all hopes of employing 
his money in that buſineſs with which he has had moſt experience; 
all, therefore, he can do is to buy a cottage, which the pariſh» 
officers too often fix their attention on, as a ſufficient. reaſon why 
he and his family, numerous as they may be, ſhall- not recaive 
relicf, becauſe he has viſible property. This chaſm between the 
labourer and the other claſſes in ſociety, it is preſumed, may do 
more miſchief to the ſtate, by deſtroying every ſtimulus to induſtry, 


except dire * and actually become a more ſerious cauſe of 


the 
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the Gapriving increaſe. of the pooe's rates than even thoſe induce- 


mente 60 diflipation and <encrrating luxury, which tlie policy of 
finance holds out 3 in nw ops * tea, ſpirits, and ale- 
bus... „ 
C chetahaſi abode Bf of reilretaint, 
far from che haunts of the ambitious or voluptuous, who retreat 
from buſineſs or pleaſure, either to cultivate a more intimate know- 
ledge ofahemicives or to deceive the paſſing hours by an attention 
to the amprovement or embelliſhraent of their eſtates, ſhould 
have their ſenſibility wounded by being not only hearers, but eye- 
witneſſes, of the miſery of their fellow-creatures, No wonder 
that thoſe who have been nurſed in the lap of luxury ſhould avoid 
- thoſe ſcenes which otherwiſe, it is probable, they would embelfih 
by their taſte; and deſert thoſe manſions, now untenanted and 
dreary, which, when occupied by the hoſpitable owners, diffuſed a 
gleam of chearfulneſs through the country, It ſurely is not be- 
neath the office of humanity, at times, to hold converſation with 
the peaſant, whoſe labour improves or embelliſhes our demgtnes; 
nn? = WY FE 
and ſends the hearer home dejected and diſſatisſied. 
Probably ſome reflections may thin ache: i bie iel ave andy 
favourable to the preſent ſyſtem of poor- laws: being a witneſs of 
their wretched ſituation, he may reaſonably conclude that the ſum, 
immenſe as it is, which the poor's rate, together with the charitable 
donations of our anceſtors, raiſes for them, is not ſufficient, or 
that it is much miſapplied; for the rate itſelf is certainly an 
enormous burthen, riſing from two or three ſhillings in the pound, 
upon the actual rental, up to ſixteen, eighteen, or more, in ſome 
pariſhes ; and the whole of this revenue has increafed to the preſent 
bulk, from nothing, in leſs than two centuries, and no part of it is 
mortgaged, but the whole applied, or — to be applied, to 
their maintenance and relief. 


Their 


e 
„ 


%oðV—˖ DE en Wn 


Their wages, it is true, are leſs in proportion to lle winde 0 


money or the neceſlaries of life, than they were in times witeerdent - 


to the preſent ſyſtem, probably leſs by one-third ; and they ald, in 
thoſe times, received aſſiſtance from the clergy, who, by ies 
advice, then regulated their religious and moral principles, which 
are conſiderable preſervers of induſtry and good ecohomy qere 
fore, raiſing. their wages would not alone be of ſervice to them as 
preſent, becauſe the religious ſentiment ſeems extindt throughout 
the multitude in general, and morality has unawares expired/with 
it; conſequently thoſe principles, which, if active, would kindie a 
ſpark of honeſt induſtry among them, are totally inert; and ad- 
ditional wages, it is . n _ aces! addrtagnal *. 


ceſſes. 3 i Miba foil n nnn n 
If ee will fix habits. axkbolinaſiad) vin the moral . 
emen, if Mr. wad maxim is true, ttt flat 1x 7 12/9) 


Juſt as the twig is bent te trees inclin'd; | 2 


TY 10 2 14. 
an a a is e) left which may be applied to the delt * 
purpoſes, without raiſing the wages of the labourer, without call - 
ing for aſſiſtance from the clerical poſſeſſions, or expecting the 


clergy to attempt again the office of ghoſtly eee Ted 
to their poor pariſhioners. 


Induſtry,” early induſtry, keeps the riſing oo 888. ws miſ- 


chief, and faſhions the future man to a life of honeſty ; and, 


depend on it, the religious principle, together with every reſpected 
moral virtue, may be reared on the baſis of habitual induſtry, - 
« To teach the young idea how to ſhoot” is among the moſt 

pleaſing and important offices of life; how excellent muſt be a 
plan formed on that ſentiment, which would comprehend, and, in 
a manner, inſure, the future well-being of ſo large a portion of 
this nation; would deliver them from a childhood and youth, 
paſſed in idleneſs and theft, to a manhood formed-from the earlieſt 
years to habits of induſtry; would, in the mean time, render 
their 


- 
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n boun of ſome yalue to their parents, which are now an in- 
cumbrance to them, and a peſt to their neighbours. inden 
Much has been done, it may be ſaid, for the riſing generation 
within theſe few years, by Sunday-ſchools it is very far from my 
intention to call in queſtion either the principle on which the 
patrons of Sunday-ſchools proceed, or to diſpute the fact that 
they have done ſervice ; but, as the intention of Sunday-ſchools i is 
to inculcate a religious principle, to give early habits of religious 
duties, and to open the mind of the poor to religious in- 
ſtruction, ſurely thoſe ſeminaries are at preſent incomplete. Shall 
the ſix days be ſpent in idleneſs, perhaps in theft and immorality, 
While the ſeventh alone is taken care of? May not the child who 
is left to itſelf in a ſtate of idleneſs, or, poſſibly, for ſo we know 
it too often happens, ſent out to ſteal firing for its parents, or 
encouraged to pilfer for its ſuſtenance through the other ſix days 
in the week, and who attends at the Sunday-ſchools, where, from 
ſuperior readineſs and regularity. of attendance there, and at church, 
it is praiſed by the maſter or miſtreſs for reading and behaving well 
on the Sunday; may not ſuch a child, from ſuch practice, im- 
bibe habits of hypocriſy,” at the ſame time that it is educated in a 
regular attendance to religious duties? Surely there is ſome danger 
that he may, in mature life, make uſe of this church-going habit, 
as a cloak for his conduct the reſt of the week; beſides, it ſhould 
be conſidered that the accompliſhments of reading and writing are 
not eſſentially neceſſary for all people; there muſt always be in all 
ſocieties of mankind ſome who are hewers of wood and drawers 
of waters; to whoſe ſum of happineſs, or honeſt means of getting 
their bread, theſe accompliſhments will not add an unit; and to 
all the children of that claſs in ſociety, for whoſe benefit Sunday- 
ſchools have been with ſo much well-meaning humanity encouraged ; 
fix days induſtrious habits are recommended as a better preparation 
to a ſeventh of religious duties and inſtruction, than ſix days paſſed 
in vice or idleneſs. But this * thall be dropped for the preſent, 
and 
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In the mean time, the i inquiry! into the actual ſtate and f 
of the poor, as fax as they are affected by the prevailing habits *; 
the times, as. well as by the laws of their country: t ogether wi | 
the opinion which, thoſe who have paid any IE to the _ 
ject, and have laid the reſult of that attention before the public, 
Fa. formed of the cauſes of their increaſing wretchedneſa and 
our increaſing expenſes ; ſhall be purſued, from the period at which 


LI 


this pauſe has been made, through the ſucceeding. years. to the 


preſent time z in full confidence that ſome uſeful knowledge on 
this important ſubject may be gained; and in hopes that while wa 
are amuſed we may be inſtructed, 3 


LETTER VI. 


HEN I ſent you the laſt letter on 
| culty of meeting with ſufficient 1 
to the price of labour,. and the neceſlaries of life, 3 
which has hitherto. been the object of this i inquiry, unto the end 
of the reign of Elizabeth, did not then occur to me; nor did I 
foreſee that I ſhquld be left in the dark on that ſubject, when 
Fleetwood's Chranicon. ceaſed to give me any longer its ſteady. and 
faithful light. The record of the prices of wheat at Windſor- 
market, which has been regularly taken by the Burſer of Eton. 
College to fix the corn-rents for the year, is the only exact ac- 
count, ſo far back as it goes, in this kingdom; and. that extends 
only to the year 1595 ; but, not being able to accompany the 
| price 
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price of wheat from thas period, whieh- das only vine years Atty 
teriar to the- 434 of Elizabeth, with any certain cotemporary ac- 
count of the pries of labour; although I have taken every means 
in my power to obtain ſuch-information..gs. might be depended on 
with reſpect to the concurrent price of labour and proviſions to 
the 434 year of Elizabeth, hitherto without effect; and being fears 
ful that thoſe among your readers, who have paid any attention to 
what has already been ſaid! on the ſulyeft, may conceive it is de- 
ſerted, and. my ward not intended to be kept with them; I deter- 
mined to ſend you: a few. pages on that part of the inquiry, which 
an oc EO ee ee nnen 
to explain. 

. . ˙ 
chat when. the parliament. of Eliaabeth interwove the preſervation 
of dhe poor with the conſtitetion of the kingdem the aſſertion, 
made. in a farmer part of this unct, that the monks, if they could 
not dig. were not aſhamed to beg, is found to be well authorized 
by hiſtory 2 for; it appears that the multitudes of idle people, which 
become a ſerious burthen on fociety, and oc, med the paſſing an 
act in the firſt, parliament of Edward the Sixth, which is as curious 
in the -ptcamble, as it is inconfiſtent, in the enacting part, with 
every principle: of humanity and juſtice : the preamble ſtates, that 
«+ fataſmuch as 1dlenels and vagabendry is the mother and root 
of all thefts, robheriea, eil acta, and ether miſehiefs, and yet idle - 
and diſarderly perſons,” being vaprofitable members, or rather 
enemies, of the commonwealth, have been _ ſuffered to increaſe, 
and yet do fo, whom if they ſhould be puniſhed with diatb, whip- 
ping, n .. WER THO 
their deſerts,” be it nated, se. 

In ſhort, this curiaus piece Genen ne a en who 
| liveth idly three days, the Gave for: two years of him who informs 

n with a red - hot iron 

F : on 
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on the breaſt with the letter V ; during which two n 

be fed with bread and water, and refſe-meat, and cauſed an Kk 
by beating, chaining, and otherwiſe; in any work, bo it ever ſo 
vile ; and, if he runs away from his maſter for the ſpace of four 
teen days, he ſhall become his fave for life; after being; branded 
on the cheek with the letter 75 and, if he runs W 0 a endes, 
he ſhall be adudged a fel on GP Ch 9s 

This act of parliament, 0 Uſcreditable even to ale age of d- 
order and deſpotiſm, aroſe; as Rapin ſays, from the necoſſity the 
government experienced of obliging the monks: to works: who were 
little inured to labour, but employed themſelves in going from 
houſe to houſe, inſpiring people with the ſpirit of rebellion ; and 
thus much is certain, let the cauſe of ſich ſeverity have been what 
it may, that the act itſelf was ſo diametrically oppoſite to every juſt 
principle of legiſlation, that it was repealed in the third qear of 
the ſame reign, and during the adminiſtration of thoſe by whoſe 
authority it had been ipaſſcd zi and the poor were chen left hy the 
legiſlature much in the ſame ſituation as before the abolition of 
monaſteries ; although certainly deprived of a ſource of mainte- 
nance, and e a er rene by that 
5 diſſolution. ; 1165 44 158 n e 1 i 47 a 
Thoſe e Se Eighth had left the care of bis infant 
ſon, even when aſſiſted by the council, among whom many names 
of reſpectable memory appear, ſeem to have been as inſuſſicient 
to that department of government, which reſpects the interior 
police of the kingdom, as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe the minor 
king could have been; had he himſelf wielded the ſceptre. What 
elſe but complete ignorance could have induced them to permit 
ſo unpopular and onjuſt an act to be paſſed in the firſt year.of their 
young ſovereign's reign, as has been alluded to? which law they 
were ſo ſoon obliged to vepeal; and, in the year following, the 
repeal, as an enoouragement (as the preamble ſays) to, and pro- 
motion of, induſtry, an act — which obliged ſervants in 

huſbandry 
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huſbandry to ſerve the whole year, and not Wer the 
occaſion oi hieh curious reſtraint, it is difficult at this diſtance of 
time $9 gueſs the tatue-books ry e eee anne 
the ſubjeR: --- ot an, er n (inden ; 
— That the poor were now! u 4 Gdwedleg- töten 
the kingdom, is very apparent ;- they had leſt ſuch relief,” whatever 
it might have been, as they had been accuſtomad tb receive-froth 
the monaſteries ; they had alſo loſt a conſiderableſ ſource of employ- 
ment, by the lands of the monaſteries being granted to the nobles 
and follo wers of the-court ; ho left the huſbandry of their newly- 
acquired; domains toi chance and neglect, whieh had been more 
attended to, and well cultivated, when under the inſpection of the 
monaſteries, and their tenants; and thoſe alſo, who were lately 


|  their-ronfeſfors: and ſpiritual directors, who, while it was their 


| Intereſt,” influenced the poor to a life of induſtry and content, 
ſtill retaĩ ned the ſame influence over their minds, and made uſe of 
it now; to incite them to faction and ſedition 3 certain conſequentes 
of that diftreſs; which ariſes from idleneſs and diflipation ; while 
ſpirit then prevalent among the lower orders of the ſtate; with an 
abſurdity ſcarcely eredible, paſſed a law, that the poor of every 
pariſh ſhall be relieved, with that which every pariſhioner of his 
charitable devotion ili ue. th and 6th Edward VI. cap a2. 

As a top to the elimax of their abſurdities in legiſlating for the 
poor, during this ſnort and unpropitious reign, parliament firſt 
inſtituted licenſed ale-houfes, and ſanctioned them by an act uhich 
has the following preamble as a reaſon. for the ſtatute; Foraſ- 
much as intolerable hurts and troubles to the commonwealth of 
this realm doth daily grow and increaſe, through ſuch: abuſes-and 
diſorders as are had in common ale-houſes, | and other houſes, 
called tippling-houſes,” A preamble which ſhould have n 
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15 poſed, that either legiſlators'or cocleſiaſtics, who were employed in 
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be Set reign be Mahon ede in che Schiss f 
appeared to her, and her adviſers,” of much more importante n 
the feeding of millions; the beadimg che ſtebborn opindm of 4 


few, in matters of religious controverſy.— And, can it be ſup- 


bringing heretics to the ſtake, could elevate their attcaition' to the 
divine office f inveſtignting: the means to preſerve the multieudes 
of their poor brethren from iden and want? | However, before 
all the perverted faculties of their minds were coul abforbed in 
| the taſk of rogulating mutters of religious opinion, with'the-nceu- 
my that their cotemporary Kegiſlator, Charles the Fifth;® regu 
lated the motion of time-keepers, they had ſufficient leifore to 
leave matters in the ſame tare, with'refpeR to the poor, as they 
were in the two laſt reigns; exvopt that they invented the ſchenit 
of expoſing thoſe who begged ; which, ut that time, muſt, u no- 
cefiity, have been as well the aged und infirm, as the ile; by 
obliging them to wear a badge on their breaſt: and-back openiy, 
by an act of the fecond year of the 'reign bf Philip and Mary3 
but, in theſe days, when the rights of humun nature ue ſo well 
underftood, and, with ſuch merited ſucceſs, : wreſted from 'the 
ſtrongeſt gripe of power, it will not ſtiie us with ſurpriſe, that, 
in thoſe tinavs of / ignorance, ſuperſtition, and defpotifn, che rights 
of the many ſhould be but little e eee 
by the few who held the iron rod of power. 

The kingdom felt, during the reigns of theſe Roh of the 
Eighth Henry, moſt ſerious effects from the ignorance'of gevern- 
ment in, or its inattention to, the regulation of the interior po- 
lice; being, at times, convulſed by inteſtine commotions, from 
its centre to its circumference”; as the rebellions of Nett, in Noll. 
_ that of Arundel, in Devonſhire; Wr mn many 
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_ eomitias iu the yer tn und tho of Wyatt, in Kent und Sur- 
m ad Ginn, i Cm, u , ?plainly evidenes. 
n n womder, tinrefbre, chat in um earty part of the reign 
of Blizabeth;" after the atbeirs' of religion were ſsttled to the ge- 
meat ſxtivfation' of: the wativn} by the eſtabliſhment of the Pro- 
 teflme=fajeh, 2xocondivg to the ritual of che church of England; 
andſaott ter ch Queen had entruſted the affairs of the kingdom 
to the management of #'Baconiand's Ce; th we flud the at- 
dentiom ef ment -occapicd' o de fue of the poor, with 
u fetivaſadly: of thut ptowal Weir 0. of the 
importunde H the wHedt to the univerſal welfare of che nation ; 
and which gave riſe to three acts, that were paſſad in the fifth 
year u heren by the firſt of which, thoſe regalutions made in 
de Stel pariaments of che Fourth of fhnry ts Seventh, und 
a ſeenthb and twenty ſcurnth of Fienry the Eighth, for keeping 
in-:repair furm- hob, and maintaining vf 'tillage,! were-enforted); | 
and all that wat enadbed, duriag the aſt two reigns, on this ſub- 
Jet; was-repraicd. By the ſecond act, the \pgor"twate to be re- 
litvetby whatevory peoſin:goves weekly, and," a pattorier 
hall refuſe t6 pay; reaſonably, / trwwards the ref of | ot 
Anil -diſcourage' others, then the juſtices of the peace, Int eit 
quarter{ellions, may tax him d weekly ſam ; neh, if Re tefuſes 
to pay. they may commit him to priſon : and if any pariſh bas 
mene poor than they ace uble to retievep juſtices of the pence ay 
Licenſe :@: TY ee they ſtrall thank good, te beg withia 
A brodegrs vel fr ye belle evtt now welt tro 
he nent at; „t a be Blixubeth, cap. 4. 10 in fotee 
at: this day; und produces many uſeful regatations,” as well in re- 
ſpect to what perſons are cbmpellibie tu irrve in any crafts or trudes, 
as in huſbandry t the condat᷑t o the maſter and ſervant; recipro- 
cally to each other, is regulated; the production of teſtimonials of 
. by a penalty; the time during which 

Id labourers 
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1 labourers — Gabon envy eaRPhBige eros 
gulation; for all which, it ig better to refer your 0 that 
excellent compendium, Burns Juſtice, or to the ſtatute itſelf; than 
take up their time, or my own, in recapitulating its contents. 
One ſection, However, 1 muſt call forth to their notice: the wages 
of ſervants, labourers, and artiſicers, as well by the day as year; 
ſhall be limited, rated, and appointed, by the juſtices of the peace 
of the county, they having reſpect to the plenty, or ſcareity. of 
the times, &c.: and this ſection is enforced by a penalty on the 
juſtices, for not attending at the time required by the act ; and alſo 
on the maſter. for giving; and the ROO 25 eee more 1 
fuck rated wages. — Sec. 25. W of er 
The wiſdom and humanity of ai daring this lobe 20 
proſperous reign, engrafted, by degrees, ſome of the beſt moral 
principles of the Chriſtian religion into the ſtatute- la af the land. 
Our Saviour, in his converſations with his diſciples, lays very great 
ſtreſs on the duty of giving to the poor, adminiſtering to the fick, 
and relieving the priſoner; as may be ſeen in the 25th chapter of 
Matthew, and many other places in the New. Teſtament : and the 
parliament of Elizabeth ſanctioned that, which was before only 'a 
moral duty, by a law of the ſtate; for, by the rath of Elizabeth, 
cap. 5. aſſeſſments are directed to be made of the pariſhioners of 
every pariſh; for the relief of the poor of the ſame pariſn; and a 
proviſion is alſo made for the relief of the priſoners in common 
gaols. The mode, alſo, of treating that claſs, or deſeription, of 
our fellow - ereatures, called, by the law, vagabonds, ſeemed alſo 
much better underſtood than in former reigns; but ſtill was tinged 
with too much ſeverity, againſt thaſe members of ſociety, who are 
guilty of a negative offence: -6vly;— that of want of "induſtry; = 
which, in fact, puniſhes itſelf; and'is, with juſtice, puniſhed by 
the municipal laws; as it ãs certainly a crime, and ſo conſidered by 
one of the beſt writers on that ſubje& this age has produced — 
TT, | Beccaria ; 


Beccaria; ® who, in his excellent treatiſe, Des. Deliti e delle Pene, 
exactly deſcribes: thoſe uſeleſs, and culpable, members. of ſociety, 


under the title of ai,, whom we include by the word vaga- 
bonds ;; and indicates an opinion, that their offence. to ſociety is 
ſomewhat. ſimilar to that of men who- are probably guilty of 
crimes,” but againſt whom there is no certain poſitive, proof. 
This ftatute of Elizabeth orders vagabonds to be grievouſly whipped, 
and burned through the griſtle of the righr ear, for the firſt of- 
fence; if above fourteen years of age, unleſs ſome creditable: perſon 
will take them into ſerxvĩce for a year; and, if of eighteen years of 
age, and he falls again into a roguiſh life, he ſhall ſuffer death as a 
felon, unleſs ſome creditable perſon will take him into ſerviee for two 
years; and, if he nm dime into a 5 W be 
adjudged alten? 0 2: ll as: 1 
SGobvernment, aftet- e 1 the.effitsarifing im what 
bea den Jap ins the fourteenth. year. of this reign, again took 
up the ſubject ; and we find; in the eighteenth. ſtatute, the firſt 
idea of natural children being maintained at the expenſe. of their 
mother, or repute father, ho appear before this time tot have 
been maintained at the expenſe of. the pariſh ; or; at leaſt, there was 
no poſitive law of the: ſtate enforcing the contrary. This ſtatute 
alſo provides for the puniſhment of the father and mother; and has 
ſtood the teſt of ny: anne ann 
r day. ne -.a {+ 

| In this parkiacterity-allſo, aroſe the firſt idea of providing a Rock 
21 the poor at work. Indeed, it is ſcarcely credible, thay dagiſla- 
tors ſhould, for centuries, have puniſhed-idlenefs and uagabundry ſo 
ſeverely, and not have provided a certainty; that thoſe members of 
ſociety, who, from their ſituation, are ſtrongly tempted to incur 
the crime, ſhould have the means r bs t 
of avoiding it. W 
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— of: induſtry are i. menibmad, Sor tlic fuſt dime 1 and 
lands ini ſocage ae peroubted,) during twenty years; fibqtgiven 
towards their matitenance, and tu provide ſtock for tho p 0 
work np. ©: Nut hat principle could induce the parliament to 
prohibit; builiiug cottages, unleſs four aerts of land were lait ta 
each of: them, it is impaſſible at this diſtante of time to tell; 
the hiſtory oi that period taking no notice of the ſubject; and the 
preamble to the act itſelf ſtating only general inconvenience; yet 
ſuch a regulation paſſed into a law, in 158g ;'tagether with a prohi - 
bition againit more n, or nnn Tg tn 
the ſame cottage. 
The partiament of this eee eng 

in improving the ſituation of the poor, and in laws replete with 
tenderneſs and humanity, affecting the lower claſſaa af the Rate, 
as were the parhaments under the two-preecding: reigns: retregbeſ- 
five and deficient in thoſe” reſpects. In the thirtꝝ . th year: af 
Elizabeth, we find them turning again their attentien to hu 
bandry, and repealing ſeveral former ſtatutes affecting it; repeal- 
ing, alſo, that part of the ſtatute · la reſpecting vagahonds, which 
retained any unneceſſary, and therefore improper, / feverityz 'regus 
_ lating the management of thoſe poor and impotent pur fans, Ww 
are compelied to lire by alms; and cnlarging the term, duririg 
which it ſheuld be awful to give land towards the maintenance 
of houſes of correction, or of the poor: and, after having tried, 
far four years; the eſfoct of all the laws then in force, relative to 
this important department of the police, and having called, as it 
were, practical experience, in aid of theoretic legiflation ; we find, 
towards the end of the fixteenth century, and in the beginning 
of the thirty. ninth year of this reign, theſe various matters and 
important regulations taking. ſomewhat the appearance of @ code 
or ſyſtem of laws, as they were contained in the firſt ſix and the 
ſeventeenth chapters of Us ſeſſion. 


A re- 
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A recapitulation of the heads of theſe ſeveral ſtatutes would 
be tedious, and is unneceſſary to the purpoſe of this tract; which 
is intended to inquire into the relative fituation of the poor, in 
time paſt, and at preſent : but one circumſtance, on the reviſal of 
the hiſtory of theſe ſtatutes, ſtrikes. the mind ſtrongly ; that the 
43d of Elizabeth, which is conſidered by many as the fountain and 
origin of the poor's rate, is in fact not fo, but is the reſult of the 
collected wiſdom, obſervation, and experience, of the ſame, or 
nearly the ſame, individual ſtateſmen; and thoſe, men of acknow- 
ledged wiſdom and prudence, attending to the ſame object, the 
general good of ſociety, in this moſt important article of police, 
during the term of almoſt half a century, 

Although ſome ſenſible and enlightened minds have appeared to 
doubt, whether this ſtatute has, in its preſent- conſequences, 
brought upon that portion of ſociety, which, by the law of the 
land, is ſubject to its influence, more good than evil; reaſoning 
from the great burthen it impoſes on the landed intereſt in parti- 
cular; the knowledge alſo that in other countries no ſuch law 
ſubſiſts ; that until a certain æra it was not the law here; till when 
no collections, but ſuch as are voluntary, were gathered for the 
poor ; knowing withal, that miſery and diſtreſs, ariſing from po- 
verty, are the lot of too many; although ſuch an immenſe revenue is 
raiſed for their relief: yet ſo great was the neceſſity of raiſing 
a certain revenue for them, and ſo gradually and ſtrongly did ſuch 
neceſſity enforce itſelf through the period which has juſt been ſub- 
jet to our attention, by a kind of divine right, on the conſcience 
of the legiſlature, who diſputed and yielded, ſtep by ſtep, to its 
powerful energy, during a long reign ; which all our hiſtorians 
teach us to remember with reverence, for the wiſdom and prudence 
ſo viſibly prevalent throughout that age; this. aſſertion may now 
be ventured, that a tax upon ſociety, for the relief of the poor, 
was, in the age of Elizabeth, expedient and neceſſary; and that the 
regulations of the 43d ſtatute of her reign were then the beſt mo- 

G. dification 
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dification of ſuch a tax, and well calculated to enforce habits of 
induſtry, and all thoſe exertions to maintain themſelves before 
they became a burthen upon their fellow-ſubjects, which fell 

within the ſcope of their power and ability: whether they are fo 
now, and whether the preſent enormous burthen of the poor's 
rates ariſes from this ſtatute being put in force, or from other 


cauſes, ſhall be the object of a ſubſequent Invelligation 


LETTER VII. 


O form an accurate judgement on any ſubject, it is neceſſary 
that the mind ſhould have been as fully attentive to the 
deſign of each part and proportion in detail as to the ſpirit, and 
effect of the whole; the fly on the dome of St. Paul's might, with 
equal reaſon, be ſuppoſed able to form a ſenſible and critical 
opinion of that magnificent fabric, as the mind of that man be 
conceived equal to form an adequate conception of the intent 
of the legiſlature in the ſtatute alluded to, who has only read 
detached parts of it, or haſtily, from the practice of modern days, 
formed a conception of the ſpirit and intentions which impreſſed 
the parliament when it became the law of the land, in the be- 
ginning of the laſt century. | 
It 1s neceſſary, therefore, in ſome part of this i inquiry, to declare 
what was the intent of the legiſlature when they paſſed this act; 
and to point out the means made uſe of by them to enforce the 
execution of that intent; or, in other words, to explain the ſpirit 
of this humane and wiſe code. 

In the execution of this taſk, reference ſhall be made to the 
ſtatute itſelf, as divided by its ſections, that the reader may 
examine, if he thinks proper, how far the following abridgment 
18 


® 
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is warranted by the words of the act itſelf ;® which is here printed, 
as it cannot, I believe, be purchaſed ſingly, or unconnected with 
other matter; and Burn's Juſtice, which is in — body's hands, 

G 2 | contains 


In conſequence of ſome ith with ſeveral gentlemen of the Royal and 
Antiquary Societies, who meet at a coffee-houſe in the Strand after thoſe ſocieties are 
broken up, and ſpend the evening together; I was induced, principally on the aſſertion of 
Mr. Godſchell, (a worthy and very intelligent magiſtrate in the county of Surrey, who 
publithed, in 1787, a General Plan of Parochial and Provincial Police,) that Sir Edward 
Coke was the framer of the 43d Eliz. cap. 2, to ſearch the Journals of the Houſe of 
Lords and of the Commons of that time, but was not able either from them, or any 
other ſource of printed information in my power to ſearch, to prove, with certainty, that 
we owe this act of parliament to the abilities of that great lawyer ſolely; that he, being 
at that time the Queen's attorney-general, might have peruſed and ſettled the act, is 
probable, | 

The Journals of the Houſe of Commons unfortunately are imperfect at the period 
when this meaſure was in agitation in parliament, there being a chaſm from the year 
1580 to 1603. 

In Sir Simon D*Ewe's Journal the following notices are found, 43d Elz. 1601, 
November 5. 

“ Upon motion this day, a committee was appointed to conſider of the ſtatute for the 
relief of the poor, viz. Sir Robert Wroth, Mr. Phillips, Sir Edward Hobbie, Sir Francis 
Haſtings, Sir George Moore, and others, who were appointed to meet on Thurſday 
next in the Exchequer-Chamber, at two o'clock in the afternoon. 

« December 10, P. M. The bill for the relief of the poor was read the ſecond 
time, and committed to Mr. Comptroller, Sir Robert Wroth, Sir Francis D*Arcie, 
Mr. Francis Bacon, Mr. Lieutenant of the Tower, and others, who were appointed to 
meet to-morrow, in the afternoon, at two of the clock, in the Court of Words, 

« December 11, P. M. Sir Robert Wroth, a committee in the bill for the relief 
of the poor, brought in the bill with amendments, and a proviſo added by the committee, 

« The proviſoes and amendments were read, and the bill ordered to be engroſſed.“ 

It appears that there was another bill brought into the Houſe for avoiding idleneſs, 
and ſetting the poor to work. This was read the ſecond time December 15, and, on 
the queſtion for committing it for engroſſing, was daſhed. | 


Journals or THE Hovst or Logs. 


1601, December 16. 1m Vice lecia off Billa, & An AR for the Relief of the Poor.“ 
December 17. 2d Vice lecta eft Billa, © An Act for the Relief of the Poor.“ 
Expedit. Hedie : 3a Vice letia eft Billa, An Act for the Relief of the Poor,” 
0 « Anne 
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contains only detached parts of it; and it certainly ds a ſtatute 
which 1 is ** connected with the intereſts of all owners and 
occupiers 


« Anno quadrageſſims tertio Regine Elizabether, 


CARP: II. Fn 
« An At fir the Relief of the Poor. 


4 BE it enacted, by the authority of this preſent parliament, That the chunck-winkes 

of every pariſh, and four, three, or two, ſubſtantial houſeholders there, as ſhall be thought 
meet, baving reſpect to the proportion and greatneſs of the ſame pariſh and pariſhes, to be 
nominated yearly, in. Eafter-week, or within one month after Eaſter, under the hand 
and ſeal of two or more juſtices of the peace of the ſame county, whereof one to be of 
the quorum, dwelling in or near the fame pariſh or diviſion where the ſame pariſh doth 
lic, ſhall be called overſcers of the poor of the ſame pariſh: and they, or the greater part 
of them, ſhall take order from time to time, by and with the conſent of two or more ſuch 
juſtices of the peace as is aforeſaid, for ſetting to work the children of all ſuch whoſe 
parents ſhall not, by the ſaid-church-wardens and overſeers, or the greater part of them, 
be thought able to keep and maintain their children; and alſo for ſetting to work all 
ſuch perſons, married or unmarried, having no means to maintain them, and uſe no 
ordinary and daily trade of life to get their living by: and. alſo to raiſe, weekly or 
otherwiſe, (by taxation of every inhabitant, parſon, vicar, and other, and of every 
occupier of lands, houſes, tithes impropriate, propriations of tithes, coal-mines, or 
laleable underwoods, in the ſaid pariſh, in ſuch competent ſum and ſums of money as. 
they ſhall think fit,) a convenient ſtock of flax, hemp, wool, thread, iron, and other 
neceſſary ware and ſtuff, to ſet the poor on work: and alſo competent ſums of money for 
and towards the neceſſary rclief of the lame, impotent, old, blind, and ſuch other among 
them, being poor, and not able to work: and alſo for the putting out of ſuch children to 
be apprentices, to be gathered out of the ſame pariſh, according to the ability of the ſame 
pariſh, and to do and execute all other things, as well for the diſpoſing of the ſaid ſtock 
as otherwiſe, concerning the premiſes, as to them ſhall ſeem convenient. 

II. « Which faid church-wardens and overſeers, ſo to be nominated, or ſuch of them 
as ſhall not be let by ſickneſs, or other juſt excuſe, to be allowed by two ſuch juſtices of 
peace or more as is aforeſaid, ſhall meet together, at the leaſt once every month in the 
church of the ſaid pariſh, upon the Sunday, in the afternoon, after divine ſervice, there to 
conſider of ſome good courſe to be taken, and of ſome meet order to be ſet down in the 


premiſes; and ſhall, within four dzys after the end of their year, and after other over- 
ſeers nominated as aforeſaid, make and yield up to ſuch two juſtices of peace as is 
aforeſaid, a true and perfect account of all ſums of money by them received, or rated and 
ſeſſed and not received, and alſo of ſuch ſtock as ſhall be in their hands, or in the hands 
of 
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of any of the poor to work, and of all other things concerning their faid office; and ſuch . 
ſum or ſums of money as ſhall be in their hands, ſhall pay and deliver over to the ſaid . | 
church-wardens and overſeers newly nominated and appointed as aforeſaid; upon pain 
that every one of them abſenting themſelves without lawful cauſe as aforeſaid, from ſuch 
monthly meeting for the purpoſe aforeſaid, or being negligent in their office, or in the 
execution of the orders aforeſaid, being made by and with the aſſent of the ſaid juſtices of 
peace, or any'two of them before-mentioned, to forfeit, for mY ſuch default of abſence 
or negligence, twenty \tillings. - 

III. « And be it alſo enacted, That if the ſaid juſtices of peace do perceive that the 
inhabitants of any pariſh are not able to levy among themſelves ſufficient ſums of money 
for the purpoſes aforeſaid; that then the ſaid two juſtices ſhall and may tax, rate, and 
aſſeſs, as aforeſaid, any other of other pariſhes, or out of any pariſh, within the hundred 
where the ſaid pariſh is, to pay ſuch ſum and ſums of money to the church-wardens and 
overſeers of the ſaid poor pariſh for the ſaid purpoſes, as the ſaid juſtices ſhall think fit, 
according to the intent of this law: and, if the faid hundred ſhall not be thought to the 
faid juſtices able and fit to relieve the faid ſeveral pariſhes not able to provide for them- 
felves as aforeſaid; then the juſtices of peace, at their general quarter- ſeſſions, or the 
greater number of them, ſhall rate and aſſeſs, as aforeſaid, any other of other pariſhes, or 
out of any pariſh, within the ſaid county, for the 9 aforelaid, as in their diſcretion 
ſhall ſeem fit. 

IV. ® And that it ſhall be lawful, as well for the preſent as fablequent church- 
wardens and overſeers, or any of them, by warrant from any two ſuch juſtices of peace, as 
is aforeſaid, to levy as well the ſaid ſums of money, and all arrearages, of every one that 
ſhall refuſe to contribute according as they ſhall be aſſeſſed, by diſtreſs and fale of the 
offender's goods, as the ſums of money or ſtock which ſhall be behind upon any account to 
be made as aforeſaid, rendering to the parties the overplus : and, in defect of ſuch diſtreſs, 
it ſhall be lawful for any ſuch two juſtices of the peace to commit him or them. to the 

common gaol of the county, there to remain, without bail or mainprize, until payment of 
the ſaid ſum, arrearages, and ſtock : and the ſaid juſtices of peace, or any one of them, to 
ſend, to the houſe of correction or common gaol, ſuch as ſhall not employ themſelves to : 
work, being appointed thereunto, as aforeſaid : and alſo any ſuch two juſtices of peace to 
commit to the ſaid priſon every one of the ſaid church-wardens and overſeers which ſhall 


refuſe to account ; there to remain, without bail or mainprize, until he have made a true 
account, and ſatisfied and paid ſo much as upon the ſaid account ſhall be remaining in his. 
hands, | 

V. “ And. 
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It is remarkable” that the ſtatute opens without any preamble | 
whatever: moſt acts of our parliament, in the preamble, give a 
ſummary 


v. « And be it further enacted, That it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid church-wardens 
and overſcers, or the greater part of them, by the aſſent of any two juſtices of the peace 
aforeſaid, to bind any ſuch children, as aforeſaid, to be apprentices, where they ſhall ſee 
convenient, till ſuch man- child ſhall come to the age of four-and-twenty years, and ſuch 
wotman-Child to the age of one-and-twenty years, or the time of her marriage; the ſame 
to be as effeual to all purpoſes, as if ſuch child were of full age, and, by indenture of 
covenant, bound him or ber ſelf. And to the intent that neceſſary places of habitation 
may more conveniently be provided for ſuch poor impotent people; be it enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for the faid church-wardens and 
- overſeers, or the greater part of them, by the leave of the lord or lords of the manor, 
whereof any waſte or common within their pariſh. is or ſhall be parcel, and upon agree- 
ment before with him or them made, in writing, under the hands and ſeals of the faid 
lord or lords, or otherwiſe, according to any order to be ſet down by the juſtices of peace 
of the ſaid county, at their general quarter · ſeſſions, or the greater part of them, by like 
leave and agreement of the ſaid lord or lords, in writing, under his or their hands and 
ſeals, to erect, build, and ſet up, in fit and convenient places of habitation in ſuch waſte or 
common, at the general charges of the pariſh, or otherwiſe of the hundred or county, as 
aforeſaid, to be taxed, rated, and gathered, in manner before expreſſed, convenient 
houſes of dwelling for the ſaid impotent poor; and alſo to place inmates, or more 
families than one, in one cottage or houſe ; one act made in the one-and-thirtieth year of 
her Majeſty's reign, intituled, An Ad againſt the erefting and maintaining of Cottages, or 
any thing therein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding : which cottages and places 
for inmates ſhall not, at any time after, be uſed or employed to or for any other habita- 
tion, but only for impotent and poor of the ſame pariſh, that ſhall be there placed from 
time to time by the church - wardens and overſeers of the poor of the ſame pariſh, or the 
moſt part of them, upon the pains and forfeitures contained in the ſaid former act made in 
the ſaid one-and-thirtieth year of her Majeſty's reign. 

VI. «Provided always, That if any perſon or perſons ſhall find themſelves grieved 
with any ſeſs or tax, or other act done by the faid church-wardens and other perſons, or 
by the faid juſtices of peace; that then it ſhall be lawful for the juſtices of the peace, at 
their general quarter- ſeſſions, or the greater number of them, to take ſuch order therein, 
as to them ſhall be thought convenient; and the ſame to conclude and bind all the 
faid parties. 

VII. © And be it further enacted, That the I PUR and grandfather, and the mother and 
grandmother, and the children of every poor, old, blind, lame, and impotent, perſon, or 
other poor perſon not able to work, being of a ſufficient ability, ſhall, at their own 

charges, 
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ſummary view of the evils intended by the legiſlature to be cor- 
rected, or the good which is expected to enſue from the regulations 
| 


charges, relieve and maintain every ſuch poor perſon in that manner, and according to 
that rate, as by the juſtices of peace of that county where ſuch ſufficient perſons dwell, or 
the greater number of them, at their general quarter-ſcflions, ſhall be aſſeſſed ; upon pain 
that every one of them ſhall forfeit twenty ſhillings for every month which they ſhall 

VIII. « And be it further hereby enacted, That the mayors, bailiffs, or other head- 
officers, of every town and place, corporate and city, within this realm, being juſtice or 
juſtices of peace, ſhall have the fame authority by virtue of this act, within the limits and, 
precincts of their juriſditions, as well out of ſeſſions as at their ſeſſions, if they hold any, 
25 is herein limited, preſcribed, and appointed, to Juſtices of the peace of the county, or 
any two or more of them, or to the juſtices of peace, in their quarter · ſeſſions, to do and 
execute for all the uſes and purpoſes in this act preſcribed, and no other juſtice or juſtices 
of peace to enter or meddle there: and that every alderman of the city of London, 
within his ward, ſhall and may do and execute, in every reſpect, ſo much as is appointed 
and allowed by this act to be done and executed by one or two juſtices of peace of any 
county within this realm, 

IX. „And be it alſo enacted, That if it ſhall happen any pariſh to extend itſelf 
into more counties than one, or part to lie within the liberties of any city, town, or 
place corporate, and part without, that then as well the juſtices of peace of every county 
as alſo the head-officers of ſuch city, town, or place corporate, ſhall deal and intermeddle 
only in ſo much of the ſaid pariſh as lieth within their liberties, and not any further; and 
every of them reſpectively within their ſeveral limits, wards, and juriſdictions, to execute 
the ordinances before-mentioned concerning the nomination of overſeers, the conſent to 
dinding apprentices, the giving warrant to levy taxations unpaid, the taking account of 
church-wardens and overſeers, and the committing to priſon ſuch as refuſe to account, or 
deny to pay the arrearages due upon their accounts; and yet, nevertheleſs, the ſaid 
church-wardens and overſeers, or the moſt part of them, of the ſaid pariſhes that do ex- 
tend into ſuch feveral limits and juriſdictions, ſhall, without dividing themſelves, duly 
execute their office in all places withia the faid pariſh, in all things to them belonging, 
and ſhall duly exhibit and make one account before the ſaid head-officer of the town or 
place corporate, and one other before the ſaid juſtices of peace, or any ſuch two of them, 
as is aforeſaid, + 

X. 4 And further be it enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, That if, in any place 
within this realm, there happen to be hereafter no ſuch nomination of overſeers yearly, 
as is before appointed, that then every juſtice of peace of the county, dwelling within the 


diviſion where ſuch default of nomination ſhall happen, and every mayor, alderman, and 
head- 
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called one, which is in ſo many words, An Act for the Relief of 
; , the 


Head-officer, of city, town, or * where ſuch default ſhall; happen, ſhall 
loſe and forfeit, for every ſuch default, five pounds, to be employed towards the relief of 
the poor of the ſaid pariſh, or place-corporate, and to be . levied, as aforeſaid, of their 
goods, by warrant from the general ſeſſions of the peace of the ſaid county, or of the une 
city, town, or place- corporate, if they keep ſeſſions, 
Xl. And be it alſo enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, That all penalties 0 forfei- 
tures before - mentioned in this act, to be forfeited, by any perſon or perſons, ſhall go and 
be employed to the uſe of the poor of the ſame pariſh, and towards a ſtock and habitation 
for them, and other neceſſary uſes and relief, as before in this act are mentioned and ex- 
. prefled : and ſhall be levied by the ſaid church-wardens and overſeers, or one of them, by 
warrant from any two ſuch juſtices of peace, or mayor, alderman, or head-officer of city, 
town, or place-corporate, reſpectively, within their ſeveral limits, by diſtreſs and ſale - 
thereof, as aforeſaid ; or, in defect thereof, it ſhall be lawful for any two ſuch juſtices of 
peace, and the ſaid aldermen and head-officers, within their ſeveral limits, to commit the 
offender to the ſaid priſon, there to remain, without bail or nn till the ſaid forfei- 
tures ſhall be ſatisfied and paid. 

XII. « And be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, That the juſtices of peace 
of every county or place-corporate, or the more part of them, in their general ſeſſions to 
be holden next after the feaſt of Eafter next, and ſo, yearly, as often as they ſhall think 
meet, ſhall rate every pariſh to ſuch a weekly ſum of money as they ſhall think conve- 
nient; ſo as no pariſh be rated above the ſum of ſix- pence, nor under the ſum of a half- 
penny, weekly to be paid, and ſo as the total ſum of ſuch taxation of the pariſhes, in 
every county, amount not above the rate of two-pence for every pariſh within the ſaid 
county; which ſums ſo taxed ſhall be yearly aſſeſſed by the agreement of the pariſhioners 
within themſelves, or, in default thereof, by the church-wardens and petty conſtables of 
the ſame pariſh, or the more part of them; or, in default of their agreement, by the order 
of ſuch juſtice or juſtices of peace as ſhall dwell in the ſame pariſh, or (if none be there 
dvelling) in the parts next adjoining. 

XIII. © And if any perſon ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay any ſuch portion of money ſo 
taxed, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid church-wardens and conſtables, or any of them, or, 
in their default, for any juſtice of peace of the ſaid limit, to levy the ſame by diſtrels and 

ale of the goods of the party ſo refuſing or neglecting, rendering to the party the over- 
plus; and, in default of ſuch diſtreſs, it ſhall be lawful to any juſtice of that limit to com- 
mit ſuch perſon to the ſaid priſon, there to * without bail or 3 till he have 


paid the ſame. 
XIV. «And 
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the Poor.” The enacting part inſtantly commences. Induſtry, 
and principally early induſtry, is the firſt object under their con- 
| H templation : 


NIV. © And be it alſo enacted, That the ſaid juſtices of peace at their general quarter- 
ſeffions, to be holden at the time of ſuch taxation, ſhall ſet down what competent ſums of 
money ſhall be ſent quarterly out of every county or place-corporate, for the relief of the 
poor priſoners of the King's Bench and Marſhalſea, and alſo of ſuch hoſpitals and alms- 
houſes as ſhall be in the faid county, and what ſums of money ſhall be ſent toevery one of 
the ſaid hoſpitals and alms-houſes, ſo as there be ſent out of every county, yearly, twenty 
ſhillings, at the leaſt, to each of the faid priſons of the King's Bench and Marſbalea; 
which ſums, ratably to be aſſeſſed upon every pariſh, the church- wardens of every pariſh 
ſhall truly collect, and pay over to the high-conſtables in whoſe diviſion ſuch pariſh ſhall-be 
ſituate, from time to time, quarterly, ten days before the end of every quarter; and 
every ſuch conſtable, at every ſuch quarter- ſeſſions in ſuch county, ſhall pay over the ſame 
to two ſuch treaſurers, or to one of them, as ſhall, by the more part of the juſtices of 
peace of the county, be elected to be the ſaid treaſurers, to be choſen by the juſtices of 
peace of the ſaid county, city, or town, or place-corporate, or of others which were ſeſſed 
and taxed at five pounds lands, or ten pounds goods, at the leaſt, at the tax of ſubſidy 
next before the time of the ſaid election to be made; and the ſaid treaſurers ſo elected to 
continue for the ſpace of one whole year in their office, and then to give up their charge, 
with a due account of their receipts and diſburſements, at the quarter-ſeflions to be holden 
next after the feaſt of Eafter in every year, to ſuch others as ſhall, from year to year, in 
form aforeſaid, ſucceſſively be elected treaſurers for the ſaid county, city, town, or place- 
corporate; which ſaid treaſurers, or one of them, ſhall pay over the ſame to the Lord- 
Chief-Juſtice of England, and Knight-Marſhal for the time being, equally to be divided 
to the uſe aforeſaid, taking their acquittance for the ſame, or, in default of the faid chief- 
juſtice, to the next antienteſt juſtice of the King's Bench, as aforeſaid ; and, if any 
church-warden or high-conſtable, or his executors or adminiſtrators, ſhall fail to make 
payment in form above ſpecified, then every church-warden, his executors or adminiſtra- 
tors, ſo offending, ſhall forfeit, for every time, the ſum of ten ſhillings; and every high- 
eonſtable, his executors or adminiſtrators, ſhall forfeit, for every time, the ſum of twenty 
ſhillings ; the fame forfeitures, together with the ſums behind, to be levied by the ſaid 
treaſurer and treaſurers, by way of diſtreſs and ſale of the goods, as aforeſaid, in form 

aforeſaid, and by them to be employed towards the charitable uſes compriſed in this act. 
XV. © And be it further enacted, Thatall the ſurpluſage of money, which ſhall be re- 
maining in the faid ſtock of any county, ſhall, by diſcretion of the more part of the 
juſtices of peace, in their quarter-ſeſfions, be ordered, diſtributed, and beſtowed, for the 
relief of the poor hoſpitals of that county, and of thoſe that ſhall ſuſtain loſſes by fire, 
| water, 
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templation : the ſetting to work children, whoſe-parents. ſhall not 


be __ able to maintain them, and alſo the putting poor 
children 


water, the ſea, or other caſualties, and to ſuch other charitable purpoſes, for the relief of 
the poor, as to the more part of the ſaid juſtices of peace ſhall ſeem convenient. 

XVI. © And be it further enacted, That if any treaſurer elected ſhall wilfully refuſe to 
take upon him the ſaid office of treaſurerſhip, or refuſe to diſtribute and give relief, or to 
account, according to ſuch form as ſhall be appointed by the more part of the ſaid juſtices 
of peace; that then it ſhall be lawful for the juſtices of peace, in their quarter-ſeffions, or, 
in their default, for the juſtices of aſſize, at their aſſizes, to be holden in the ſame county, 
to fine the ſame treaſurer by their diſcretion z the ſame fine not to be under three pounds, 
and to be levied by ſale of his goods, and to be proſecuted by any two of the ſaid juſtices of 

peace whom they ſhall authorize, Provided always, that this act ſhall not take effect until 
the feaſt of Zafter next. + 
XVII. © And be it enacted, That the ſtatute made in the nine-and-thirtieth year of her 
Majeſty's reign, intituled, An Al for the Relief of the Poor, ſhall continue and ſtand in 
force until the feaſt of Eafter next; and that all taxations heretofore impoſed, and not paid, 
nor that ſhall be paid before the ſaid feaſt of Ea/ter next, and that all taxes hereafter, before 
the ſaid feaſt, to be taxed by virtue of the ſaid former act, which ſhall not be paid before 
the ſaid feaſt of Zafter, ſhall and may, after the ſaid feaft of Eaſter, be levied by the over- 
ſeers, and other perſons in this act, reſpectively appointed to levy taxations, by diſtreſs, 
and by ſuch warrant, in every reſpect, as if they had been taxed and _— by virtue of 
this act, and were not paid. 

XVIII. «Provided always, That whereas the iſland of Fowlneſs, in the county of 
Eſſex, being environed with the ſea, and having a chapel of eaſe for the inhabitants thereof, 
and yet the ſaid iſland is no pariſh, but the lands in the fame are ſituated within divers pa- 
riſhes far diſtant from the ſaid iſland ; be it therefore enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 
that the ſaid juſtices of peace ſhall nominate and appoint inhabitants within the faid iſland, 
to be overſeers for the poor people dwelling within the faid iſland ; and that both they, the 
faid juſtices, and the ſaid overſeers, ſhall have the ſame power and authority to all intents, 
conſiderations, and purpoſes, for the execution of the parts and articles of this act, and 
ſhall be ſubject to the ſame pains and forfeitures, and likewiſe that the inhabitants and oc- 
cupiers of lands there ſhall be liable and chargeable to the ſame payments, charges, expenſes, 
and orders, in ſuch manner and form as if the ſame iſland were a pariſh; in confideration 
whereof, neither the ſaid inhabitants, or occupiers of land, within the ſaid iffand, ſhall 
not be compelled to contribute towards the relief of the poor of thoſe pariſhes, wherein their 
houſes or lands which they occupy within the ſaid iſland are ſituated, for or by reaſon of their 
ſaid habitation or occupyings, other than for the relief of the poor people within the ſaid 
iſland, neither yet ſhall the other inhabitants of the pariſhes, wherein ſuch houſes or lands 

are 
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children out apprentice z ſetting the idle, whether from choice or 
neceſlity, to work; for which purpoſe a ſum was to be raiſed 
by aſſeſſment, to purchaſe a ſtock of flax, hemp, wool, thread, 
iron, and other neceſſary ware and ſtuff: — the next conſideration 
was to raiſe a competent ſum of money, by the ſame means, for 
the neceſſary relief of the lame, old, impotent, blind, and ſuch 
others as are poor, and not able to work, Sect. 1. 

This intent was to be carried into execution by the church- 
wardens and dverſeers; which laſt were yearly to be appointed by 
the neighbouring magiſtrates, whoſe particular duty in this a& is 
declared to be, to give order, direct, and inſpect, the proceedings of 
the churchwardens and overſeers ; and that this plan may, in all its 


are ſituated, be compelled, by reaſon of their reflancy or dwelling, to contribute to the 
relief of the poor inhabitants within the ſaid iſland, 


XIX. « And be it further enacted, That if any action, or treſpaſs, or other ſuit, ſhall - 


happen to be attempted and brought againſt any perſon or perſons, for taking of any dif- 
treſs, making of any fale, or any other thing doing, by authority of this preſent act, the de- 
fendant or defendants, in any ſuch action or ſuit, ſhall and may either plead not guilty, or 
otherwiſe make avowry, cognifance, or juſtification, for the taking of the (aid diſtreſſes, 
making of ſale, or other thing doing, by virtue of this act, alleging, in ſuch avowry, cog- 
niſance, or juſtification, that the ſaid diftreſs, ſale, treſpaſs, or other thing, whereof the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs complained, was done by authority of this act, and according to the 
tenor, purport, and effect, of this act, without any expreſſing or rehearſal of any other 
matter or circumſtance contained in this preſent act: to which avowry, cogniſance, or 
juſtification, the plaintiff ſhall be admitted to reply, that the defendant did take the ſaid diſ- 
treſs, made the ſaid fale, or did any other act or treſpaſs ſuppoſed in his declaration, of his 
own wrong, without any ſuch cauſe alleged by the faid defendant ; whereupon the iſſue in 
every ſuch action ſhall be joined, to be tried by verdict of twelve men, and not otherwiſe, 
as is accuſtomed in other perſonal actions; and, upon the trial of that iſſue, the whole mat- 
ter to be given on both parties in evidence, according to the very truth of the ſame; and, 
after ſuch iſſue tried for the defendant, or nonſuit of the plaintiff after appearance, the ſame 
defendant to recover treble damages, by reaſon of his wrongful vexation in that behalf, with 
his coſts alſo in that part ſuſtained, and that to be aſſeſſed by the ſame jury, or writto inquire 
of the damages, as the ſame ſhall require. 

XX. © Provided always, That this act ſhall endure no longer than to the end of the next 
ſeſſion of parliament. 3 Car. I. c. 4. CF — end of the firff ſeſſion of the ner: 
ates and further continued by 16 Car. I. c. 4. 

H 2 parts, 
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parts, be carried by the overſeers, under the direction of the juſtices, 
into execution, they are ordered to meet on this buſineſs, at (leaſt 
once in the month, on a Sunday, after divine ſervice in the church; 
and, within four days after the year 1s expired, yield up to two 
juſtices an account of all things concerning their office. Proviſion - 
is alſo made in thoſe inſtances where - pariſhes may not be able 
among themſelves to levy the neceſſary ſums of money, by calling 
in aid other pariſhes. Sect. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7. 

That the expenſe for the relief of thoſe who are poor, and not 

able to work, may be felt as little as poſſible by the community at 
large, parental and filial affection is compelled to do its duty before 
the public is burthened ; and for that purpoſe grandfathers, fathers, 
and children, are reciprocally called forth to ſupport each other if 
able. Sect. 7. 
And, that neceſſary habitations may be provided for the poor and 
impotent, it is made lawful for the overſeers, with leave of the lord 
of the manor, and under the control of the magiſtrates, to build 
convenient places of habitation on the waſte, and to place inmates, 
or more families than one, in the ſame cottage or houſe; notwith- 
ſtanding an act paſſed in the zoth year of the ſame reign, which 
has already been alluded to. Sect. 6. 

Another object was, to raiſe a ſum of money from every pariſh, 
by a weekly rate, not exceeding ſixpence, or under two-pence, for 
the relief of the poor priſoners in the King's Bench and Marſhalſea 
and alſo ſuch hoſpitals and alms-houſes as ſhall be in each county; 
ſo as that there be ſent out of every county yearly not leſs than 
twenty ſhillings to each of the ſaid priſons ; and the ſurplus-mo- 
ney ſhall, at the diſcretion of the juſtices of the peace, in their 
quarter- ſeſſions, be diſtributed for the relief of the poor hoſpitals of 
the county; and of thoſe who ſhall ſuſtain loſſes by fire, water, 
the ſea, or other caſualties; and to ſuch other purpoſes for the 
relief of the poor, as to the moſt part of the ſaid juſtices ſhall 
ſeem convenient, Sect, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
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The iſland of Fowlneſs, in the county of Eſſex, being extra- pa- 
| rochial, it was thought neceſſary to include it by name; and the 
general regulations of the at are alſo extended to that iſland, 
Sect. 18. 

The ſanction by which the alba has enforced their . 
tions principally reſts in pecuniary penalties, to which all deſcrip- 
tions of perſons, called on to the performance of any part of the 
act, are liable: theſe fotfeitures riſe from twenty ſhillings to five 
pounds, which is the penalty to which the magiſtrates are ſubject 
if they neglect to appoint: overſeers; and are directed to be applied 
in aid of the fund, which is ordered to be raiſed for the _—_— 
ment and relief of the poor. Sect. 2, 10, 11, 14, 16. 

The ſummary mode of diſtreſs, by warrant, from two ma- 
giſtrates, enforces'the payment of the aſſeſſments, and alſo of the 
penalties, except in the inſtances of the penalties incurred by the 
magiſtrates, and the treaſurer of the county-ſtock, - raiſed by virtue 
of Section 12, which are directed to be levied, by Wren, from 
general or quarter ſeſſions. Set. 4, 10, 13. 

Impriſonment, in default of ſufficient diſtreſs, is called i in aid of 
the revenue thus to be raiſed for the benefit of the poor; and, alſo, 
as a puniſhment to thoſe who ſhall not employ themſelves, work 
being firſt found for them; and as a puniſhment to ſuch overſeers, 
as may refuſe to give account ; until. their contumacy is overcome, 
and they have paid the arrears due. Sect. 4, 13. | 

An appeal is given to the quarter- ſeſſions, to any perſon who ſhall 
find himſelf aggrieved by any ceſs or tax, or by any other act, done 
by the church-wardens, overſeers, juſtices of the peace, or any 
other. perſon. Sect. 6. 

To enforce obedience in corporate towns and cities, the head-offi- 
cers, within their juriſdictions, ſhall. have the ſame authority as juſ- 
tices of the peace, within their reſpective counties; and, where pa- 
riſhes extend into two counties or liberties, the head-officers ſhall 

have 
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have authority only within their — counties and . 
and not farther. Sect. 8, 9. 
It is declared at what time this act ſhall cammence, and 39 Eliz 
cap. 3. ceaſe to be in force. Sect. 17, 
Then follow directions for the defendant's plea, in any ſuir com- 
menced againſt him on this ſtatute; the replication of the plain- 
tiff; the iſſue to be joined: and, on verdict for defendant, or non- 
ſyit of plaintiff, treble damages and coſts are given; the whole 
calculated to come eaſily at the real fact, and to protect thoſe, who 
are employed under the act, from heing moleſted by vexatious ſuits; 
and the act itſelf is intended to be experimental only, and declared 
to endure no longer than to the end of the next . of e 
Sect. 19, 20. 

Theſe few preceding paragraphs contain 2 SR, of the con- 
tents of this ſtatute, — the baſis of all future regulations with 
reſpect to the poor, their employment, and relief; and, to uſe the 
words of that excellent writer on the laws and conſtitution of this 
kingdom, the late Judge Blackſtane, ** the farther any ſubſequent. 
plans for maintaining the poor have departed from this inſtitution, 
the more impracticable, and even pernicious, their. viſionary at- 
tempts have proved:” nor could any thing ſhort of prophecy have 
foretold, in the beginning of the ſeventeenth -century, that, in 
conſequence of theſe wiſe and humane regulations, above 3, ooo, oool. 
would, towards the cloſe of the eighteenth century, be raiſed in 
England and Wales, for the relief of the poor, excluſive of nu- 
merous hoſpitals, largely endowed ; charity- ſchools; annual value 
of landed eſtates, given to charitable purpoſes ; ſums of money 
at intereſt in the funds; charities, ſupported by voluntary con- 
tribution ; private charities ; the income of the whole, probably, 
not ſhort of 5,000,000. a year; and, after all, ſo much miſery 
and diſtreſs, ariſing from extreme poverty,. would om remain 
among us. 


It 
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It ſurely muſt be obvious to the meaneſt capacity, after the moſt 
trifling attention to the great purpoſe of the legiflature, in this. act 
of parliament, that the burthen of the poor's rates, which is, with 
fo much reaſon, complained of, and the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation 
of ſo many of the poor, cannot ariſe from this ſtatute being fully, 
and in every part of it, carried into ftrict execution, but from a 
practice totally the reverſe. — Nor can it be aſſerted, with truth or 
reaſon, that any one regulation contained in it is impracticable in theſe 
times, or that any one is impolitic, or dangerous to be executed, either 
to the individual executing it, the poor, who are the objects of it, or the 
nation at large, who are intereſted in the conſequences arifing from it, — 
Thoſe ſections which relate to the raiſing a ſum of money, by 
aſſeſſments on the occupiers, are, moſt certainly, executed with all 
ſtrictneſs: but the firſt great purpoſe of the money ſo raiſed, —7be 
purchaſing flock to ſet to work thoſe children whoſe parents are not 
able to maintain 'them, and, alſo, the idle, whether from choice or 
neceſſity, is too much neglected: although there is no doubt but 
the habit of early induſtry once obtained, by an application of 
ſome part of the money thus raiſed; and, by theſe means, the 
poor being inured to an induſtrious way of life ; would, of itſelf, 
amply compenſate the pariſhes for the purchaſe of a ſtock of _ mate- 
rials; although the manufactures thus fabricated might not meet 
with a ready fale, at a 222 which will allow of a computation for 
much profit. 

It is a well-ktiown fact, that conſiderable ſums are expended in 
every pariſh, in the parchaſe of articles for the clothing of the 
poor, which are bought of the retail ſhop-keeper, in the country, 
at a fair average of thirty per cent. more than the prime coſt of 
the materials and fabric to the manufacturer: in this article, 
therefore, a very great ſaving may be made, by employing the 
hands of children now in idleneſs, or miſchief, in ſuch a manufac- 
tory, as might comfortably and neatly, although coarſely, clothe 
their relations and- themſelves, at a much cheaper rate, with clo- 

thing 
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thing which would wear much longer than what is now bought at 


the ſhops: in the mean time, the habit. of induſtry. would be ob- 
tained, and the firſt great object of this ſtatute put in force, which 
now is almoſt generally negle&ed ; and the clothing of the poor 
would form no inconſiderable ſource of, conſumption for thoſe ma- 
nufactures which might be produced by the early induſtry of their 
children, 7 | | | 


LETTER VIII. 

O prove, in ſome degree, that the idea thrown out Þ the 

preceding letter is not founded in theory or vain ſpecu- 
lation only, one experimental inſtance ſhall be given, too trifling, 
it is acknowledged, for the notice of the public, but much in 

point. 

' Having ſeen, in the ſummer of 1787, the good effects ariſing 
from the ſchools of induſtry, throughout the ſouthern diſtrict of 
Lindſey, in the county of Lincoln, it determined me to try, on a 
very ſmall ſcale, the experiment in my own pariſh ; and, accord- 
ingly, in the winter of the ſame year, a perſon was perſuaded to 
undertake the teaching fix boys, of about the age of ſeven years, 
to ſpin what is called top-work, although it was deſired the yarn 
might not be twiſted ſo cloſe as in that fabric, it being intended for 
knitting. A woman was alſo found to teach the ſame number of 
girls, of the ſame age, to knit ſtockings, Forty-two pounds of 
wool were bought at Bury for the experiment, The account, when 
manufactured, ſtood as follows: 


Combed 
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34 

Combed wool, 421b, at 11d. per lb. - 1 18 6 
Spinning ditto, by boys, at 4d. per 1b. ſome deduRtions 

made for waſte included -.- - - o 14 3 
Twiſting and reeling 33 Ib. _ of yarn, at 21d. and 

zd. per lo. o 8 o 

Knitting 101b, 1202, at 15. © - —_— o 14 4 

Ditto 231b. 202. at 15. 64, ll. 114 71 


mn—— 


—B 
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34 pair of children's ſtockings, and 43 pair of men's, 

weighing 331b. 1402. ſold to the work-houſe, 6123 8 
Ends of wool, 7 lb. made into mops, at 4d. per lb. o 2 4 
11b. 20z., waſted and loſt. 


Total produce - - - - 5 16 © 


Pr ofit — — — — — 0 6 3 ; 


— 


By which it appears, that a profit of above fix ſhillings reſulted 
from the experiment, in which only 5. 9. 84d. was employed. 


„ < 


Six boys were taught to ſpin, nine weeks, and earned © 14 3 
Six girls learned to knit, 27 weeks, and earned - 2 8 114 


Suppoſing a capital of 5/. employed ſix months, in this infant 
manufactory, on which the clear profit was 6s. 3 fd. (and five 
pounds is above the ſum actually employed that length of time,) a 
profit of 20/. 19s. 5d. will ariſe on 100/. thus employed for one 
year; and one hundred and twenty boys, and an equal number of 
girls, will be induſtriouſly employed in learning an occupation: 

I ſome 
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ſome money will be earned for their parents, by honeſt induſtry ; 
and clothing, at a much cheaper rate than what is bought at the 
ſhops, will be manufactured for the poor; for, it is preſumed, that 
under proper management, no inconfiderable quantity of the yarn 
produced may be wove into a fabric which would _ excellent, 
ſtrong, and warm, clothing. 

This experiment would have been continued ; but the man who 
taught the boys, and the woman who taught the girls, did not 
think fo ſmall a number worth their attention ; conſequently, their 
ſcholars were neither regular in their attendance, or induſtrious 
_ . white they did attend. 

The falary paid to the maſter and miſtreſs is not brought into 

the account ; becauſe it is conceived, that the price given on ſo 
ſmall a ſcale is not a rule on a large one; and there is reaſon to 
believe, that the profits of ſuch a manufactory will more than pay 
the ſalary to the inſtructors. 

This idea of employing the children of the poor would extend 
itfef, under good management, to other manufactures, beſides 
thoſe of wool; why not to coarſe linens ; and to ſhoes, for which 
the poor pay an extravagant price ? 

If this be the caſe; if ſo much good might probably ariſe from 
putting in execution the leading idea in this ſtatute ; of employing 
the children of the poor; which is an inconſiderable part only, of 
what was wiſely enacted by our forefathers, and fooliſhly neglected 
by ourſelves, it ſurely, to thoſe who complain of the burthen of 
the poor's rates, and, at the ſame time, neglect to execute the laws 
for promoting induſtry among the poor, may be objected in the 
words of Seneca, Sanabilibus agrotamus malis ; ipſaque nos in rectum 
genitos natura, fi emendari velimus, juvat: but, alas | what is the 
buſineſs of all is the employment of none; we ſuffer an immenſe 
revenue to be raiſed on us, for two good purpoſes — for induſtry 
and charity; and permit the perverſion of half of it; for, was 
one half of this revenue honeſtly and fairly applied to the purpoſes 

| of 
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of the act, the poor would be more creditably and comfortably 
maintained; and the other half might remain in the pockets of 
that claſs of the community, from whom the whole is, with ſuch 
ſtrictnels, exacted. 

If it ſhould be 'objefted; that no _fallicient a would be 
found for ſuch a manufactory by children, the anſwer is obvious; 
there is a point to which the experiment might be puſhed, and it 
will be time enough to ſtop when we can go no farther: —it is not 
a ſufficient excuſe for our doing nothing, that we cannot do every 
thing. An account. printed by the ſociety, for the promotion of 
youthful induſtry in the county of Lincoln, has, among many 
other excellent obſervations, pointed out the means of promoting 
a conſumption of this produce of their manufactory, which may 
be ſeen in the margin; and ſome good conſequences would cer- 
tainly reſult-to the poor themſelves, as well as to thoſe who are 
ſo heavily taxed for their maintenance; for, if the infant poor 
could, by their | induſtry, clothe their parents and themſelves, by 
this leading principle of the ſtatute being put in force; the over- 
ſeers would have ſmaller bills with the. ſhop-keepers, whoſe live- 
lihood principally anſes from ſupplying the poor at exorbitant 
prices with their daily wants; the riſing generation would be edu- 
cated in more regular habits of induſtry ; and the poor themſelves 
would be better clothed, and at a cheaper rate. 

That the good reſulting from the execution of that ſection of 
the 43d of Elizabeth, which reſpects the employment of the infant 


Wich all thoſe who have the good of their country at heart, it ſhould be an object 
of conſtant attention to promote the conſumption, no leſs than the fale, of wool. A 
pariſh- officer, who was mindful of this, would never purchaſe a cotton or linen gown 
for the poor inſtead of a woolſey one, which is much ſtronger, cheaper, and more com- 
fortable; nor would he give them coarſe cloth aprons, when blue woollen aprons would 
anſwer every purpoſe much better, and ſave waſhing ; nor, laſtly, would he ſuffer the 
the money of the pariſh to be laid out in thread ſtockings inſtead of worſted ones: all 
which things have been but too frequently practiſed, 
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poor, may appear in: a ſtronger light, it may be worth while to 
call to mind what is, in fact, at this day the employment of the 
riſing generation of the poor in that part of England whete ma- 
nufactures do not thrive, and where the operations of huſbandry 
are the principal ſources” of induſtry and labour: there, in ſuch 
diſtricts which comprehend Above a moiety of the kingdom, the 
children of the pariſh are encouraged by their parents to employ 
themſelves in every act of peculation which is in their power, and 
which, from the inſignificance of the property ſtolen, individually, 
is an object ſcarcely worthy the attention of the magiſtrate ; and to 
which, if he, on complaint made, did attend, he could not correct; 
* becauſe the little culprits are not objects of legal puniſhment ; chil- 
dren of five, fix, or ſeven, years of age being ſent out in parties to 
ilfer. 0 | 
: But if the individual inſtance is too trifling for our notice, the 
aggregate forms no inconſiderable miſchief done to the public, and 
property purloined from ſociety by theſe little thieves : a child 
ſteals a turnip or two daily for its parent's dinner, it is nothing; 
but the practice, continued through a winter by hundreds of them, 
will conſume ſome acres ; it carries, with the aſſiſtance of its play- 
mates, the ſtakes from the hedges, and looſe bars or rails from the 
fences ; the value of the property is ſmall, though to repair the 
miſchief done is expenſive; and, when theſe depredations are 
carried on in the vicinity of a town or pariſh, where the popula- 
tion of this claſs of people are hundreds or: thouſands, the total of 
miſchief is conſiderable; and, though. the crime is an object of 
civil puniſhment, the child is not; and the encouragement or con- 
nivance of their parents cannot fall under the magiſtrates autho- 
rity ; for, the property ſtolen 1s inſtantly conſumed, before any 
ſearch-warrant can operate. 

In the mean time, the material injury is done to the morals; 
the riſing generation are, in early youth, accuſtomed to habits 
which turn them, from the path of honeſt induſtry, to the high 
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road which leads, through _ if RY of depredation on ſociety, 
to the e | 
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HE neceſſary relief of ſoldiers and mariners, which is en- 

forced in a chapter immediately following the a&, that has 
been the ſubject of our attention; and a law to redreſs the miſ- 
employment of lands, goods, and ſtocks of money, heretofore 
given to certain charitable uſes, which follows chap. 4th ; com- 
plete the plan of that parliament which fat till near the cloſe 
of the reign of Elizabeth; the latter flatute being at preſent as neceſ- 
ſary to be called into practice, and, if executed, as well calculated for 
bringing to light any perverfion of that vaſt property which has been 
left by our forefathernifor charitable purpoſes, as any plan that the in- 
genuity of the legiſlature uud in theſe days invent; and it ſtill ge- 
mains the law of the- land; and the authority of the chancellor 
might at any time call it into uſe, by an appointment of commiſ- 
ſioners; according to the act, within the different dioceſes, 

Theſe, with many more ſtatutes for the regulation of the inter- 
nal police of the kingdom, were the production of the laſt par- 
liament which ſat in the reign of Elizabeth; an era, with no ex- 
travagance of metaphor, called go/den, if applied either to the glory 
of her reign, with reſpect to the ſucceſs of her ſubjects arms; the 
importance of it, with reſpe& to foreign powers ; or its utility 
and happineſs as it regarded thoſe who lived under her dominion : 
whatever may have been her private character as a woman; what- 
ever intrigues, which may have ariſen from love, jealouſy, or the 
other baſer paſſions that diſgraced her court; a lapſe of near two 
hundred years has with propriety removed, as with a veil, from our 
eyes; and they now only remain in the pages of the noveliſt or 
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the retailer of frivolous anecdote ; but her laſt words to her laſt 
parliament, while coupled with ſuch laws as do honour to human 
nature, and are a ſevere ſatire on the load of revenue- acts, with 
which our modern ſtatute-books abound, ought to remain with 
grateful recollection fixed on the minds of all poſterity ; ©** I know 
that the commonwealth is to be governed for the good and advan- 
tage of thoſe who are committed to me ; not of myſelf to whom it 
is entruſted ; and that an account is one e day to be given belpro | 
another judgement-ſeat.” 

During the reign of James the Firſt, very little was done by the 
legiſlature in the regulation of the internal police; the jealouſy, 
which aroſe both in the mind of the King and the Commons, oc- 
cafioned that prince to avoid, as much as his neceſſities would per- 
mit him, meeting his parliament ; while the Houſe of Commons, 
who early in the reign felt the effects of thoſe high notions of pre- 
rogative which difturbed the repoſe, equatly of the prince as of 
his ſubjects, were too intent on the preſervation of their own pri- 
vileges to attend to the general welfare of the people ; yet one of 
their firſt acts of legiſlation related to rating the wages of artiſts 
and labourers; and, by ſtat. 1. cap. 6. parliament enlarged the 
powers of juſtices of the peace with reſpect to the rating the wages 
of workmen, as directed by 5th of Eliz. cap. 4. extending the ſame 
to all manner of workmen whatever, either working by the day, 
week, month, or year, or taking any work at any perſon's hand 
whatſoever, to be done by the great or otherwiſe,” rendering alſo 
the return of the certificate of ſuch rates of wages into Chancery 
unneceſſary; by directing them to be proclaimed, engroſſed in 
parchment, and kept, by the Cuſtos Rotulorum of the county, 
among the records. 

This attention to, and enlargement of, the powers of the 5th 
of Elizabeth, is a proof that good aroſe to the public from the 
rating of wages; becauſe, if the experience of forty years had 


proved it to be replete with more miſchief than uſe, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed 


/ 
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ſuppoſed that the legiſlature would have extended the practice, 
and made the power general, which had been hitherto confined to 
particular claſſes of workmen ; nor would the execution of the act 
have been rendered more eaſy to the magiſtrates ; yet there is rea- 
fon to believe, that the juſtices ſeldom enforced the execution of 
theſe acts; becauſe, on a ſearch made in the office of the clerk of 
the peace for the county of Eſſex, only one inſtance could be 
found; and that at Eaſter-ſeſſions, 1661: and Sir John Cullum, 
in his Hiftory of Hawſtead, in the county of Suffolk, whoſe in- 
tention, in that excellent model of parochial hiſtory, was, among 
other objects, to give the reader information on the ſubject of 
wages of the poor, in times now far removed, and the cotempo- 
rary prices of the neceſſaries of life, mentions alſo but one in- 
ſtance, viz. in Eaſter- ſeſſions, 1682. | 

Other ſtatutes, affecting the lower claſſes of our fellow- ſubjects, 
although not immediately relative to the topic in queſtion, were 
alſo paſſed in the beginning of this reign : the 39th of Elizabeth, 
with reſpect to the puniſhment of rogues and vagabonds, was ex- 
plained and continued, by chap. 7th ; haunting and tippling in 
ale-houſes was alſo reſtrained, by chap. the gth of the ſame ſeſſions ; 
an act, the preamble to which is curious, and ſtates, very properly, 
the only proper uſe of ſuch places; Whereas the antient, true, 
and principal uſe of inns, ale-houſes, and victualling-houſes, was 
for the rgceipt, relief, and lodging, of wayfaring people, travel- 
ling from place to place, and for ſuch ſupply of the wants of 
ſuch people as are not able, by greater quantities, to make their 
proviſion of victuals; and not meant for entertainment and 
harbouring of lewd and idle people, to ſpend and conſume their 
money, and their time, in lewd and drunken manner,” Be it 
enacted, &c, x 

As this act puniſhes the keeper of the ale-houſes permitting un- 
lawful drinking, ſo does chapter the fifth, of the ſtatute paſſed in 


1606, puniſh the tippler, or drunkard, himſelf ; both which 
ſtatutes, 


ſtatutes, although at preſeqt the law of the land, and well; calcu- 
lated $0 prevent, drinkennefs,, the root of much evil, het; are no 
morę attended to, by the magiſtrate of theſe days than as vai: and 
nugatory ſounds, af the, regulation of other times, which-are long 
paſſed away, and the memory, of which remains, not, except in the 
e e e 
In the ſeventh ſtatute of this reign, chapter the third, directions 
are enacted, how the money, given for the binding poor children 
apprentices, ſhall be employed; by the preamble to whigh, it ap- 
pears, that great ſums of money had then been given, andy more 
was likely to be given, for the purpoſe of binding poor children 
apprentices unto. needful trades and, occupatiqns 3..a purpaſe, to 
which the charity of modern times, although in many inſtances 
P rofuſe, and m „11 redundant, has not in the lealt attended and, 
therefore, this ſtatute, except as far as it, may reſpoct ſums, of 
money then given, and ſtil, in, ſtock, or lands, bought.therewith, 
1s now not in uſe. W 11 m 5 90 bent r „r er- Af 
The fourth chapter of this ſeſſion has ſqmewhat of a reference 
to the 43d of Elizabeth; as that directed a ſtock to be raiſed, to 
ſet the idle, whether from choice or neceſſity, to work, ſo this 
ſtatute directs houſes to be builded, to receive, thoſe. who are idle, 
by choice, in which they may be compelled, to work; and gives 
birth to houſes of correction, and the regulations reſpecting them; 
for, although, by the 39th ſtatute of the late reign, juſtices of the 
peace were empowered to erect houſes of correction; yet it ap- 
pears, by Lord Coke's reading on this ſtatute, that thoſe powers 
were not carried into execution; and a penalty of 5. is now laid 
on every juſtice, within every county of the realm, where ſuch 
houſe ſhall not be ered or provided. | „ 
One moſt ſevere clauſe is inſerted in this act of parliament, 
affecting the mothers of baſtard - children; a ſeverity totally incom- 
patible with any idea of a juſt proportion of puniſhments to crimes, 
and diametrically oppoſite to every principle of moral rectitude: 
| that 


* 
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that clauſe is alluded to, which empowers magiſtrates to commit to 
the houſe of correction, to be puniſhed and ſet to work, for the 
term of a whole year, any woman who ſhall have a baſtard, which 
may be chargeable to the pariſh ; and this, without any authority 
of mitigation, for the firſt offence; and, for the ſecond offence of 
this kind, eftſoons if ſhe ſhall offend again,” ſhe is to be com- 
mitted, until fbe ſhall find ſecurities not to offend again; ſo that, for 
the firſt inſtance of immorality, ſhe is to ſuffer a ſeverity of puniſh- 
ment infinitely diſproportionate to the offence : for the ſecond, 
or any future inſtance of ſimilar miſcondu&, her puniſhment, if 
ſhe be a proſtitute to a man of property, may be nothing: a ſevere 
and fooliſh law ; one much more honoured in its negle@, than in 
the obſervance. 

After the diſſolution of this  pariament, in 1669, none * 
was called for fourteen years] and, in the mean time, James had 
full opportunity of giving his lubjects a ſufficient ſpecimen of 
king-craft, as he was uſed to call it, or art of government; 
but, in the twenty. third year of his reign, he found himſelf obliged 
to aſſemble the parliament, which continued ſitting until his 
death: that happened in 162 5. In this parliament, nothing was 
done, with reſpect to the intereſts of the lower claſſes of the peo- 
ple, except another act to repreſs drunkenneſs. 


_—_ 
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HE reign of Charles the Firſt continues the acts already 

in force, with reſpe& to the poor, but produces nothing 

new on this ſubject, except a farther reſtraint on tippling in inns 
and ale-houſes. The former acts had reſtrained, by penalty, his 

majeſty's ſubjects only; this, which paſſed in the firſt year of his 

K reign, 
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reign, extended to' foreigners alſo. It is curious to obſorys, that 
as ſoon as ale · houſes had obtained a legal ſanction, under the 


licenſe of the neighbouring magiſtrates ; the bad condequences 
reſulting from them; in promoting idleneſs, debauchery, drunken- 
neſs, and all manner of miſchief, was ſeverely felt by the nation, 
and frequent attempts were made by the legiſlature to reſtrain thoſe 
abuſes, but, it is feared, with little effect; becauſe it may be per- 
ceived, that additional reſtraints on perſons who haunted thoſe peſts 
of all good order wert impoſed, year after year; by the parka» 
ment; and facility of conviction was conſulted, almeſt at the ex» 
penſe of religious obligations. Theſe ſtatutes remain in full force 
at this day;* and it is in the 'knowletlge of us all, how much 
ſociety hourly ſuffers in its morals and induſtry, from theſe too 
frequent and too much frequented places of licenſe and ebnety ; 
but the financier will tell us, that; by theſe and ſimilar enormities, 
the revenue is increaſed, and the treaſury males up a good account x 
to which the proper reply 1 1 * Aer. ag a good citizen 
may BY, 77 


eee e VIE ee * „ LETT 
Tempus eget. SOA; ee 


The ſcene of confuſion and civil diſcord, which followed the 
parliament that was held in the 16th of Charles the Firſt, and the 
inteſtine wars, which deſolated this kingdom, during a period of 
near twenty years, until the reſtoration of the ſecond Charles, for- 
bid any expectation of ſeparating, during their continuation, the 
concerns of the poor from the miſeries of the ſoldier: inter arma 


* By the 21ſt of James the Firſt, chap. the 7th, which is continued by an act in the 
third of Charles the Firſt, and again by an act in the fixteenth of the ſame reign ; the 
oath of a tippler, having firſt confeſſed that he was tippling in an ale-houſe, ſhall be ſuffi- 
cient proof againſt others of the offence ; which incurs, to thoſe tippling, a penalty of 
five ſhillings ; and, to the ale-houſe-keeper —— it, a diſability to keep an ale-houſe 
ſor three years enſuing the offence. | 
| filent 
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Alent leges, ſays Lord Coke; and the maxim has ever been found 
true by experience, which has alſo proved to us, that, in all civil 
commotions, here the folly of the million has been made ſub- 
| fervient to the purpoſes of the few, the rights of the citizen fall 
2 the ſelf. intereſted purpoſes of individuals. 

Until the Reſtoration, which was above half a century from the 

e the reign of Elizabeth, the parliament had made no 
alteration in the laws with reſpect to the maintenance and employ- 
ment of the poor; and that ſtatute remained the law in that re- 
ſpect; nor has there been preſerved to us any pamphlet or fugitive 
tract, which, during that period, has reflected on this ſtatute, as 
being deficient either in policy or prudential regulation ; on the 
contrary, it has been continued, from time to time, without any 
comment whatever, and particularly by ſtat. 3. Charles I. chap. 4. 
and 53. ; a ſilent but a ſtrong preſumption, that it had been hither- 
to found equal to the great purpaſe expected from it ; the exten- 
fion of charity by the means of induftry, . 

Soon after the reſtoration of Charles the Second, that is to ſay, 
in the 13th and 14th. year of his reign, which takes its date in the 
ſtatute-book from the death of his father, it was perceived that 
partial inconvenience had riſen, in a manner, from the general 
good effects of this act of Elizabeth, as an extract from the pre- 
amble to chap. 12th of the ſtatute of that date will plainly demon- 
ſtrate ; which ſtates, that whereas poor people are not reſtrained 
from going from one pariſh to another, and therefore do endea- 
vour to ſettle themſelves where there is the beſt ſtock and largeſt 
commons and waſtes to build cottages.”. It appears by this pre- 
amble, that a good ſtock of materials to work up, and a chance 
of obtaining habitations, occaſioned the poor to migrate, from thoſe 
pariſhes where the overſeers were negligent in theſe matters, to 
other pariſhes where they had a chance of a domicile and em- 
ployment ; and ſurely every principle of freedom and every duty 
of reciprocal juſtice ſhould permit the poor who live by their 

K 2 labour 
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labour:to remove a libitum to | thoſe pariſhes where:they may find 
labour 0 lie by; notwithſtanding the partial inconvenienoe felt 
by particular pariſhes, when the general good will be ſo m, 
better promoted, both in iprintiple and practice. Thls is the firſt 
act which reſpecta the ſettlements of the poor, but does not at. 
tempt in any inſtancæ an alteration of the 43d of Elizabeth, and 
may rather be called, with no impropriety, a: uſeful addition to 
that venerable edifice; comprehending in it the origin of ſettle- 
ments, :work-houſes,/ and the laws reſpecting rogues: and vaga - 
bonds, together with regulations as to the maintenance af natural 
7 children. 

| The dignity of hiſtory very ſeldom. * to record the diſtreſſes 
or comforts of the bulk of the people; the buſineſs of the hiſto» 
rian is witft yars and revolutions, . treaties and the infringement 
of them, the intrigues of party, and the exceſſes of the _ 
orders of the ſtate ; but rarely does he condeſcend to ny 


: The ſhort and fimple annals of the poor. 
It is, therefore, from other ſources our information muſt be ſup- 

plied; from the pamphlet, or the newſpaper of the day; . 
bitherto, but few of theſe have come to hand, of ſo remote à date 
as the middle of the laſt century; from the only exiſting inſtance 
on record, that could be found, of the juſtices rating of wages, in 
the county of *'Eſſex, — n _ OY prices of 
” £1 n Wheat 


My no 4th. 
. Eben 3 1661, | 
Commen labourers, fellers, and makers up of wood, ditches, and hedges ; threſhers, and 
all other common labourers, by the day (the time of harveſt excepted). 
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wheat-and malt, a. fraſonable concluſion.may be deni thatuthe 
proportion, between /the-ſcarcity of the mirs of lifeilaad price 
of labour, was by that means more exactly preſerved; that antntheſe 


times for, although the price of heattisi very high yer quathe 
other articles of the conſumption of | a poor family in candles; 
ſoap, beer, no ſuch exciſe - duties took placm then as nom do nor 
was tea and gin ſo much their beverage; nor had paper; credit io 
much doprecisted the value of money, by raiſimg ideal riches, as 
at ꝑreſent; fer in ſuch a proportion it s. ſuppoſed the value of 
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3 feet deep, 14 foot at bottom, donble-ſet. with quick, and ſetting a hedge | 
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of the neceſſaries of life increaſed; that a poor family which could, 
in the middle of the laſt century, earn 200. 4 year, was im a better 
fituation than the ſame family would be now with earninge 
attfounting to zol. a year; therefore, the prices of labour were 
more adequate to ſupply” their wants,“ although the price of 
wheat was very high, than the prevailing ptices in this edunty at 
preſent; beſides, at this time, a poor family might, without the 
fear of being ſent back by the pariſh- officers, 0 where they choſe, 
for better wages, or more certain employment; whereas, ſince the 
year 1662 the law of ſetflements, introduced by ** and reth 
Charles II. chap. 12. has much abridged their liberty in that re- 
ſpect; made them of neeeſſity ſtationary, and obliged them to reſt 
ſatisfied with'thoſe wages they can obtain where their legal ſettle- 
ment happens to be; a reſtraint on them which ought to inſure to 
them wages, in the pariſh where they muſt remain, more adequate 
to their neceſſities, becauſe it 'pretludes them in a manner from 
bringing their labour, the only marketable produce they poſſeſd, to 
the beſt market. It is this reſtraint which has, in all manufactu- 
ring-towns, been one cauſe of reducing the poor to ſuch a {tate of 
miſerable poverty; for, among the manufacturers, they have too 
frequently found maſters who have taken, and continue to take, 
every advantage, which ſtrict law will give; of conſequetice, the 
prices of labour have been, in manufacturing- tons, in an in- 
verſe ratio of the number of poor ſettled in the place; and the 
ſame cauſe has increaſed that number, by inviting foreigners, in 
times when large orders required many workmen; the maſters 
themſelves being the overſeers, whoſe duty, as pariſh-officers, has 
been oppoſed by their intereſt in ſupplying the demand. 

But, on the other hand, the queſtion, What are the neceſſaries 
of life ? ſhould be taken into conſideration ; and this is a oe not 


* * Iants: this 8 is underſtood to competent not neceſlaries or bu the 
eomforts and indulgences of life, . 5 5 + 
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417 ſettled 3 the rigid rule of juſtice fo conſtantly militating with 
the laudable, but deſultory, feelings of humanity. When we aſſert 
that nothing is a neceſſary to life but what ſupports the ſtream of 
life, we confine the number af articles within a narrow limit; and 
poſſibly to thoſe articles alſo whole price is not much riſen, or 
the uſe of which is trifling in a poor family, as linen; ſoap, Iea- 
ther; but when, with a wider ſcope of humanity, we take in the 
comforts of life which were in contemplation in the preceding 
paragraph, the, expenſes of the poor are very conſiderably in- 
creaſed. To ſettle our ideas on this ſubjett, Adam Smith may be 
thought no 1m proper moderator; at leaſt, his high character for 
ſtrong ſenſe, combined with deep knowledge of the topic, point 
him out as of the beſt authority: he reckons as neceſſaries to the 
poor in England, linen, ſoap, leather ſhoes ; he claſſes beer, ale, 
tobacco, tea, ſugar, and ſpirituous liquors, among the luxuries of 
life, but profeſſes he means to throw no ET on a 8 
uſe of them. f | 8 
Although the reign of charles II. extended to the yenr i680, 
and the parſiament regularly ſat. every year, except the 21ſt, 24th, 
26th, and 28th, of his reign, yet but little more was enacted re- 
ſpecting the poor: in the 23d ſeſſion, by chap. the 18th, ſome far- 
ther regulations with reſpect to work-houſes were thought ex- 
pedient, and paſſed into a law; and, in the 19th, the 229, and zoth, 
ſeſſion, the ſituation of poor priſoners was taken into conſideration, 
and ſome good tions made to give them means of employing 
themſelves while in confinement ; to prevent the ſpreading of in. 
fectious. diſtempers, and to expedite the diſcharge of priſoners, 
when liberated by courſe of law ; yet, as they do not fall undes 
the particular object of this inquiry, there is no occaſion to make 
any obſervations on them; but let us paſs on to the enſqing reign, 
ſtopping only to inquire whether any treatiſes have been printed 
before the Revolution, and preſerved to the preſent time, which 
may throw light on this important ſubject, 
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1s ki 1 from the carlieſt time, until the 
cloſe of the PREP century, 15 aks, pamphlets, or fugitive pub- 
lications, 1s = much more ſatisfactory and particular, than what 
the pages of hiſtory of chis country. afford. It. ſhould feem, 
that, excepti her e e ind thirſty after that information, 
which may ſervic 16 „ a Wh ed to the benefit of our fellow- 


creatures ; people, in yh of all denominations, at all times, 
recede with diſguſt from 1 inquiries of this nature, and throw aſide 
that book, whoſe periods remind them of the miſeries attendant 
on the great maſs of human lives within this kingdom or vainly, 
although with a good intent, attempt to point out ſome means to 
mitigate or avert them : the reſult of every inquiry a country-life 
could afford, together with an unlimited. order to one of the. firſt 
bookſellers in town, to collect every thing that has been written 
on the ſubject, to the cloſe of the laſt century, has produced a 
very inſignificant liſt ; more tracts muſt certainly have been pub- 
liſhed, but it is ſuppoſed not many worth notice, becauſe ſcarcely 
any are quoted or mentioned in the pages of thoſe which have 
been collected. Among the farrago of pamphlets publiſhed during 
the laſt century, which the Britiſh Muſeum poſſeſſes, many, it is 
poſſible, whoſe titles would not otherwiſe have exiſted to this time, 
have been preſerved ; but neither time or opportunity have offered 
to ſearch that immenſe arſenal of literature ; in the mean time, the 
ſubject itſelf preſſes on the mind; and ſome apprehenſion leſt the 
illneſs of my friend“ ſhould occaſion a temporary diſcontinuance 
of that uſeful publication, on account of which the inquiry was 
firſt begun, before it is my to a concluſion, which would, in 


* At this time Mr. A. Young was dangerouſly ill, 
ſome 
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ſome reſpect, leave the Annals of Agriculture imperfect ; a work 
which reflects laſting honour on him, who, with ſuch ſucceſs, has 
brought, as it were, under a glance of the eye, a mals of agricultu- 
ral information, that will long remain a valuable treaſure 5 


kingdom. Theſe reaſons have urged me to continue the plan hin ed 
at a few pages back, although at preſent ſo indifferently provided 
with materials on the ſubje&, 

It creates no ſmall degree of ſurpriſe, chat a mind ſo capacious as 
the Viſcount St. Alban's, who lived cotemporary and was art and 
part with that parkament which paſſed the famous ſtatute of 
Elizabeth, among the voluminous + pages of his writings and the 
vaſt variety of ſubjects his almoſt omnipotent, abilities compre- 
hended and his indefatigable pen treated of, ſhould not have left a 
ſingle tract on this important ſubject: one paragraph alone can be 
found, a mere drop, amidft the ocean of five quarto volumes of his 
work 5 and wy drop is in his advice to the king, bas Mr. 


The only paſſe e worth . is the . « But ie it 
were to be wiſhed. fuch beneficence towards the relief of the poor 
were ſo beſtowed, as not only the mere and naked poor ſhould be 
ſuſtained, but" alſo thit "the boneft perſon which has hard means to live, 
upon om the poor are now charged, ſhould be, in ſome fort, eaſed: 
for that were a work generally acceptable to the kingdom, if the 
public hand of alms might ſpare the private hand of tax; afid, 
therefore, of all other employments of that kind, I commend moſt 
bouſes of relief and ctrreftion, which are mixed boſpitals ; where the 
impotent perſon 1s relieved, and the ſturdy beggar buckled to work, 


The founder of the Charter-Houſe, 


+ This ſentiment.is amazingly prophetic of the experienced preſſure of the poor-rates 
in modern times: the poor pay to the rates for the maintenance of the poorer, and are 
themſelves ſinking from want of maintenance and relief. 


| and 
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and the unable perſon alfo not maintained to be Idle, Whleh is over 
joined with drunkenneſs and itnputlty; but is ſorted "With - ſucts 
work as he can manage and perform; and where the uſes jure not 
diſtinguiſhed, as in other hoſpitals, whereof ſome ate for aged and 
impotent, and ſome for children, and ſome fer correction of vaga« 
bonds, but are general and prothiſcuous, that may take off poor, 

of every ſort, from the county, as the county breeds them; and 
thus the poor themſelves ſhall find the proviſion, and other people 
the ſweetneſs of the abatement of the tax. Now if it be objected, 

that houſes of correction in all places have not done the good ex- 
 peted; as it cannot be denied, but in moſt places they have done 
much good; it muſt be remembered, that there is a great difference 
between that which is done by the difiratted government of juſtices 
of peace, and that which may be done by a ſertled ordinance, ſubject 
to a regular viſitation, as this may be.” 

When Sir Francis Bacon, as attorney-general; drew up this 
letter of advice for his maſter James the Firſt, he muſt ſurely have 
. conceived in his mind ſome idea of incorporated houſes of induſtry ; 
and anticipated, as it were, by prophetic foreſight, ſomewhat of 
thoſe excellent regulations, which, through the auſpices of a re- 
verend and worthy magiſtrate, have brought the poor under ſuch 
good order, and fo reduced the rates in thoſe pariſhes, whoſe houſe 
of induſtry he, with ſach attention, at preſent, preſides over.“ 

The words diſfracted government of juſtices of peace are worth our 
notice: it is to be feared that the obſervation would equally apply, 
through the many years that have paſſed ſince this advice was 
given, as it did then; a farther comment on this expreſſion would 
be indecorous ; but it warrants this ſingle obſervation, that, as the 

gratis opinion of a lawyer is not thought ſo good as that which 4 
fee commands, ſo poſſibly the gratis or voluntary attention of the 
gentlemen in the commiſſion of the peace is likely to be more 


* The Rev, Mr. Cooke, of Semer, in Suffolk. 
deſultory 
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r than that: —— a en might pur- 


chaſe. ive Leno e@ 1D Str tonic 
My Lord Hilp-is the firſt a . the lit af thoſe 
who have turned their attention to tha employment and relief cf the 
poor The year his plan firſt appeared in is not apparent in the 
copy; but it certainly preceded any other in my poſſeſſion, as it 
muſt have been written before 1676; that being the year in which 
be died it would take up too much time to tranſcribe all in this 
excellent tract, which is deſerving our attention; therefore thoſe 
parts only ſhall be taken notice of which are molt to our purpoſe ; 
he ſays, © The only: ſtatute which provides univerſally for the 
poor is the forty - third of Elizabeth, which generally makes two 
— | 
*« Firſ, for the impotent poor that are not able to EY 
and for theſe it is a good and effectual proviſion, if duly executed. 
% Second, for thoſe that are able. The defects of this proviſion 
are, firſt, in the execution; the ſecond defect is in the law itſelf; 
which is, that there is no power in the juſtices of peace, or ſome 
ſuperintendent power, to conpel the railing of a ſtock, where the 
church-wardens and overſeers noglect it. — 2. The act chargeth 
every pariſh apart, where it may be they-are able to do little 
towards it; neither would it be ſo effectual as if three, four, five, 
or more contiguous pariſhes, did contribute towards the raiſing of 
a ſtock, proportionable to the poor reſpectively.— 3. There is no 
power for hiring or erecting a common houſe, or place, for their 
common work-houſe; which may be, in ſome reſpects and upon 
ſome occaſions, uſeful and neceſſary, as (hall be ſhewn. 
* The remedies are: | 
4. That the juſtices of the peace, at the quarter - ſeſſions, do 
{et out and diſtribute the pariſhes, in their ſeveral counties, into 
ſeveral diviſions, in each of which there may be a work-houſe 
for the common uſe of the reſpective diviſions, wherein they are 


reſpectively placed; to wit, one, two, three, four, five, or ſix, 
L 2 pariſhes 
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pariſhes to a.work+houfe, according to the greatneſs or allneſ | 
and accommodation, of':the ſeveral pariſhes. | | 

% 2. That, at the ſeſſions, the church-wardens and ovaries * | 
the poor of the reſpeCtive pariſhes, bring 1 in their ſeveral rates for 
the relief of their reſpective poor, upon oath. And that the ſaid 
juſtices do aſſeſs three, four, or five, yearly payments, to be levied 
and collected at one or two entire ſums, within the time prefixed by 
them, for the raiſing a ſtock, 'to ſet the poor, within thoſe pre- 
cincts, on work; and «to build or procure a convenient work- 
houſe, for employing the poor (if need be) in it, and for __ 
materials, and for inſtructing children in trade or work. - 

« 3. That there be yearly choſen, by the ſaid juſtices, a miſter 
for each work-houſe, with a convenient falary, out of the ſaid 
ſtock, or the produce thereof, to continue for three years; 'and 
two overſeers, to ſee the iſſuing and return of the ſaid ſtock, and to 
take the accounts quarterly or monthly of 'the' maſter, as | they 
ſhall think fit. 

« 4. That the ſtock be delivered to the overicers, 40 dy them 
iſſued to the maſter, as there ſhall be occaſion; and that they alſo, 
from time to time, receive the produce of _ _ oy 2285 the 
accounts for the ſame. | 

„ 5, That, at the end of every year, "es 1 ad RIS 
give up their accounts to the two next juſtices of the peace, at times 
by them prefixed, and publicly notified to the inhabitants of each 
precinct, to the end that they may * 5 exceptions to. ſuch 
accounts, if there be cauſe. 

* 6, That the maſter and overſeers of every reſpective _—_ 
houſe ſtand, and be incorporate, by the name of the maſter and 
overſeers of their reſpective precincts, and capable to take in ſuc- 
ceſſion, by will or otherwiſe, lands, goods, or money, or other 
legacies or gifts, for the benefit 1 the _ . their reſpectiue 
precincts, IND 


AC (allo! my; ; « 7, That 
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5. That they alſo be accountable, as well to their reſpective 
fucceſſors, as to the juſtices of the peace at their quarter-ſeſſions, 
for the benefit, end produce, and * of ſuch gifts and 
bequeſts. | 

8. © That they be diſabled to grant any lands, 'to them given 
or bequeathed, for any _ term than one year, and at an im- 
proved rent. Wege 

19. That if any n that is able to work, and not able to 

maintain himſelf, ſhall refuſe to do ſo, he may be forced thereto, 
by warrant of two- juſtices of peace, by impriſonment, and mode-. 
rate correction in ſuch work-houſe. 
* 10. If any perſon, employed by the maſter, ſhall embezzle, 
or_wilfully prejudice, or ſpoil, his work, he ſhall, upon complaint 
and proof thereof, by the party grieved, to any juſtice of peace, 
and by warrant from him, ' receive W or moderate cor- 
rection, hy warrant of ſuch juſtice. 

« Theſe are the heads of that proviſion I could wiſh for the ſet- 
ting the poor to work, which is but an effay, and may receive alte- 
rations or additions upon conſideration.” 

This excellent man then ſpeaks of the benefits ariſing from his 
plan, and anſwers fome objections to it ; and then concludes, that 
ſuch a plan, if it could be accompliſhed, would be a work of great 
humanity, which would become a Chriſtian and a good Engliſh- 
man. In this plan, the idea ſuggeſted by Sir Francis Bacon is im- 
proved, matured, and: digefted into ſome regularity ; and, under 
this form, it preſents to our view a prototype, as it were, of Mr. 
Gilbert's ſcheme, which has lately attracted the attention of the 
eee 11 
The next publication which has been collected, in point of time, 
is by - Andrew Tarrington, who appears, by his own account, to 
have been a linen-draper, and afterward employed by ſome gentle- 
men to bring a manufacture into England, from Bohemia and Sax- 
ony, made (to uſe his own words) of iron and tin: it appears. alſo, 
that 
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that he was a ſurveyor to ſome iron-works in Ireland; he certainly 


poſſeſſed great information on matters of trade, and à clear un- 
derſtandiug: the imprimatur of his book bears date 1676; the title 
is an epitome of its motley contents, Englarid's Improvement, 
by Sea and Land, to outdo the Dutch without fighting, to pay 
Debts without Money, and to ſet at work all the Poor in England, 
with the Growth of our own Lands,” cum multis aliis; in this 
curious and, in ſome reſpect, inſtructive book, may be found the 
firſt idea of a ſchool for induftry, according to the praftice in Hol- 
land and Flanders, which, the author takes great pains to prove, 
might with profit be carried into effect in England. He alſo, in a 


viſion of future glory, anticipates, in proſpect, the extent of our 


paper- credit, our numerous inland navigations, the full employ- 
ment of the infant poor, and our conſequential riches, His viſion 
is completely verified in the two firſt inſtances, and their conſe- 
quences z why it may not, in the other, remains probably for ano- 
ther century to prove. But, ſurely, as the complaint, that the 
poor are not employed, and that idleneſs prevails among them, 
may be now made, with at leaſt equal truth, towards the cloſe of 
the eighteenth century, as it was about the middle of the ſeven- 
teenth ; why the other part of his prophecy ſhould not be brought 
to paſs remains in nothing but experience itſelf to ſhew, and it 
is to be hoped that the Sunday-ſchools will prove n to the 


attempt. 


Mr. Thomas Firmin, a friend of Archbiſhop Tillotſon, is the 


next writer on this ſubject. His two letters to that prelate, enti- 


tled, Some Propofals for the Employment of the Poor, eſpecially 
in and about the city of London,” bear date in the years 1678 and 
168 1: he appears to have been a man of reſpectable character, and 
frequently to have been employed in diſtributing private charity: 
in his firſt letter, he ſpeaks of his ſucceſs attending a plan for a 


kind of work-houſe, in the paxith of Alderſgate, to employ the 


poor in ſpinning flax and hemp at their own houſes. His expe- 
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rience, in this buſineſs, is great; and fo, is his ſucceſs. He per- 
ceives, he ſays, by his experiment, that the only way to provide 

for the poor, and to bring them to labour, is to provide ſuch work 
for them as they may do at their own homes, which, though never 
ſo mean and homely, is more deſired than any other place; and the 

way which ſeveral perſons have propoſed of bringing. them to a 
work-houſe will never effect the end intended: for, ſuppoſe a wo- 
man hath a ſick huſband, or child, or ſome infirmity upon herſelf, 
in all ſuch caſes ſhe may do ſomething at home, but cannot leave 
her own houſe. True, indeed, for vagrants, or ſturdy beggars, 
who have no habitation, and mult be held to their labour, as gal- 
ley-ſlaves are tied to their oars, ſuch public work-houſes are very 
neceſſary ; and I wiſh we had more of them, and that thoſe we 
have were employed to this purpoſe, to which they were at firſt 
deſigned and intended: but for ſuch poor people as have habita- 
tions of their own, and who are known in the pariſh where they 
live, and would take pains at home, it is altogether unreaſonable 
and unprofitable (in my judgement) to force them to a public work- 
houſe. 

« IF any pariſh that abounds with poor people wauld et up s 
ſchool, in the nature of a work-houſe, to teach poor children to work, 
who wander up and down the pariſh, and parts adjacent, and be- 
tween begging and ſtealing get a ſorry living, but never bring any 
thing unto their parents, nor earn one farthing towards their own. 
maintenance, it would, in a ſhort time, be found very advantageous, 
not only to the poor children, who, by this means, whilſt young, 
ſhould be inured to labour, and taught to get their own living, 
but alſo to their parents, who ſhould hereby both be freed from any 
charge by keeping them, and alſo in time be helped by their labour, 
as it is in other places. 

*« And, farther, the pariſh would, by this means, be freed from 
much charge, that now they are at, either to keep theſe children, 
or to allow their parents ſomething toward it, nothing being 

thought 


thought a greater argument for a large penſian, than that a man or 
woman hath ſix or ſeven children; whereas, unleſs they were all 
born at one time, or come faſter into the world than ordinarily ſo 
many children do, it is very hard if ſome of them be nat able to 
work for themſelves. I myſelf have, at this time, ſome children 
working to me, not above ſeven or eight years old, who are able 
to earn 24, a day; and ſome, that are but a little older, 2s, a 
week; and I doubt not to bring any child, about that age, to do 
the like: and fill as they grow up, and become proficients, even 
in this poor trade of ' ſpinning, they will be able to get more, and 
to ſpin. better, than older people. Neither would I have. theſe 
ſchools confined only to ſpinning,” but to take in knitting, and 
making of lace, or plain-work, or any other work which the chil- 
dren ſhall be thought moſt fit for: and this. is that, which (as I 
am informed) is practiſed in other countries with ſo great advan- 
tage, that there are few poor children, who have attained the age 
of ſeven or eight years, that are any charge to the pariſh or bur- 
then to their poor parents: and Mr. Chamberlain (in his book, 
entitled, The preſent State of England, p. 137) hath obſerved, 
that, in the city of Norwich, it hath been of late years computed 
and found, that (yearly) children, from fix to ten years of age, 
have gained twelve thouſand pounds more than what they have 
ſpent, and that chiefly by knitting fine Jerſey ſtockings.“ 

To this plan he ſuppoſes objections to be made. He anſwers 
them all, except the laſt queſtion, which is: —. | 

What will you do with all the yarn theſe poor people ſhall 
ſpin? If you weave it into cloth, the commodity is brought 
over ſo cheap, that you will never be able to ſell, without much 
loſs ? 

« Anſwer, I muſt confeſs this obje ion hath too much of 
truth in it, to be wholly removed. The beſt anſwer I can make 
to it, at preſent, is this: — That we had much better loſe ſome- 
thing by the labour of the poor, than loſe all by letting them live 

in 
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in ſloth and idlenefs : for, ſuppoſe you ſhould give 6d. for that work 
which is really worth but 5d. ; hence will 59. really be got to the 
nation, though 1d. ſhould be loſt to the pariſh, Yet, beſides, 
let it be conſidered, that, if this' perſon had not been employed, 
there would not teſs have been ſpent, but rather more; foraſmuch 
ar bd. that is got by labour, doth many times go farther than 12d. 
given for doing nothing. All the time people are idle, they will be 
ſpending, if they have it; 1 if _y wats it not, it is like they 
will be worſe employed.” 

It alſo appears, from this letter, that no great good was con- 
ceived to ariſe from work-houſes in the metropolis, of which they 
now had received ſome years experience; the act of parliament, 
authorizing incorporated work- houſes within the bills of mortality, 
having paſſed in 1662. 

In this letter is alſo the idea of a badge on thoſe among the poor, 
who, being incapable of labour, are maintained by the pariſh ; and, 
by the badge, it was imagined, they would not be likely to receive 
much from begging ; it being apparent, by the badge, that their 
pariſh maintains them, 

The ſecond letter, which appeared in 1681, ſeems much to our 
purpoſe, as it contains a plan of a School of Induſtry; but it 
would be of little ſervice to give his intentions in detail, not only 
on account of the length of quotation which would be neceſſary, 
but becauſe it does not appear that his ſcheme was ever carried into 
execution; and it is apprehended that a more perfect plan actually 
is now in practice through many parts of Lincolnſhire, which, if 
any wiſh to eſtabliſh ſuch a ſchool of induſtry fortunately prevailed, 
might be obtained from ſome of the worthy truſtees ; and ſuch a 
ſchool might be applied to ſpinning flax, as well as wool, knitting 
of ſtockings, winding of ſilk, making of lace, or plain-work, and 
the like. In this letter, alſo, Mr. Firmin ſuppoſes objections to 
his plan, and anſwers them all, except the laſt, which is the ſame 


as has been noticed in his firit letter, and which he confeſſed him- 
M ſelf 
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ſelf unable perfe#ly to anſwer ; and here he gives the ſame reply as 
he did to the ſame n * which has been already men- 
tioned. | 

On the whole, his ſeveral ſchemes are practicable; and 0 fall 
from the pen of an honeſt and experienced man. His reaſons in 
favour of them, anſwering the objections which he ſuppoſes may 
be made, are, in general, concluſive, except in the inſtance which 
has been recited; and the objection itſelf, as to the difficulty of 
finding a ſale for the goods manufactured, would not probably be 
ſo ſtrong at preſent, as it was a hundred and twelve years ago; nor 


would it apply ſo much to a county-ſchool of induſtry, as to one in 


London : the parents and relations of the poor children, whom their 
pariſnes now clothe at an expenſe much above the prime. coſt of the 
wares manufactured, would, it is apprehended, give vent to a con- 
ſiderable quantity of the goods; more eſpecially if the ſale was 
encouraged by the pariſh-officers and farmers recommending the 
manufacture to their labourers, 
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IR JOSIAH CHILD, who has, in his new diſcourſe of trade, 
given one chapter on the relief and employment of the poor, 
ſhall be now attended to. It does not appear, by the edition 
whence this note is taken, which is the fourth, exactly when the 
firſt edition was publiſhed ; although, as the parliament which ſat 
in 1669 was not diſſolved until 1679, it appears moſt probable, 
from the beginning of the preface, that it was publiſhed about the 
laſt date; and, therefore, does not improperly follow Mr, Firmin's 
Letters. 


In 
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In the chapter which relates to the poor, Sir Joſiah begins by 
intimating to the reader, that this is a calm ſubject, and thwarts no 
common or private intereſt among us, except that of the common 
enemy of mankind, the devil. It muſt ſtrike every reader, that 
things are ſtrangely altered ſince this tract was written, as the ſub- 
ject is in theſe days by no means calm, and thwarts many private 
intereſts in every pariſh; although, it muſt be confeſſed, that, in 
ſome reſpect, theſe are the intereſts of the devil, as they are oppo- 
lite to every intereſt of integrity and common honeſty, | 

He argues for a defect in the poor-laws, from the failure in 
execution of thoſe ſtatutes which relate to the poor, and reſts the 
proof of his argument on this fact, that, in every change of parties 
this natioh may have experienced, all parties had theſe laws to ſteer 
by, and none of them ſufficiently maintained the impotent and 
employed the indigent. Could this worthy merchant be a member 
of parliament? Did he live in the world, and not know, by conſtant 
experience, that the maintenance of the impotent, or the employ- 
ment of the indigent, is the very laſt object to which leaders of 
parties will attend? At leaſt the experience of the preſent era 
would prove the fact; however it might have been in the reign of 
Charles the Second, On the day when the Houſe of Commons 
debated on the motion of Mr. Gilbert, reſpecting his bill, which 
was to determine whether it ſhould be read a ſecond time or be 
rejected, about forty-four members attended; not a member who 
ranked high on the treaſury-bench, or in the phalanx of oppoſi- 
tion; but Mr, Gilbert -and Mr. Young, who oppoſed the bill, had 
nearly the debate to themſelves ; and this bill, which involved in 
its conſequences the material intereſts of the nation, was thrown 
out, by a diviſion of thirty-four to ten, 

But, laying aſide this objection to Sir Joſiah's argument, and 
ſuppoling that the parties in the ſtate would attend to theſe regula- 
tions, and have attended to them, and that they are ſtill badly 
executed, the ſame obſervation might be made with reſpect to the 
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laws of the Deity, the general received rules of morality, the 
Ten Commandments. All claſſes and conditions of men have 
long poſſeſſed all that is contained in the Decalogue, to regulate 
their conduct by; and all nations experience daily the faulty 
execution, or rather the conſtant breach, of theſe ſacred laws; to 
argue from the faulty execution or breach of a municipal rule, the 
inefficacy or impropriety of that rule is bad logic; it is not the 
concluſion naturally following from the premiſes. 

He ſays, the radical error is the leaving it to the care of every 
pariſh to maintain their own poor only. 

To correct this error, he propoſes a plan of a ſociety, who are 
to be incorporated by act of parliament, by the name of Fathers of 
the Poor; to whom all church-wardens, overſeers, and other 
officers, ſhould be ſubordinate; gives them powers ſuperior to the 
magiſtrates; and conſumes many pages in forming rules for the 
conduct of this incorporation; which is apparently intended, in 
the firſt place, for the city of London and its vicinity, although, 
in the end, the whole kingdom is ſuppoſed to embrace the plan. 

Here ſurely may be ſeen the outline from which Mr. Gilbert's 
late plan was filled up; or at leaſt from hence. freſh hints were 
taken; which, had it paſſed into a law, would probably have intro- 

' duced throughout the kingdom general confuſion. | 

It would ſcarcely be worth the trouble for the writer to 
tranſcribe, or the reader to peruſe, the plan of Sir Joſiah Child in 
the detail; as, it is conceived, it never ought to be carried into 
execution, by the force of law, in this kingdom; ſome parts of it, 
which ſhall be juſt glanced at, will be an apology for this opinion. 

« 1ſt, That the ſaid fathers of the poor may have liberty to 
aſſeſs all pariſhes within their diſtrict, ſo much as they yearly paid 
to that purpoſe any three years preceding. 

% 2, That they may receive charitable contributions on rhe 
Lord's day, and at any other times they may.think fit. 


3. That they may have all the power juſtices have. 
4. That 
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4. That they may have power to ſend ſuch poor, n ſhall 
think fit, into any of bis Majeſty's plantations. 

« 5. That they may have petty banks or lumbards; for the 
benefit of the — may have baif what is paid at play-be es, and 
a patent for farthings. 

In the ſame manner as Mr. Firmin, Sir Joſiah aſks and anſwers 
queſtions with reſpect to his propoſed plan: two of the queſtions, 
together with part of the anſwers, are as follow: 

«© What will be the advantage to the kingdom in general, and to 
the poor in particular, that will accrue by ſuch a ſociety of men, 
more than is enjoyed by the laws at preſent?” 

Part of the anſwer. — Poor children will be inſtructed in 
learning and arts, and thereby rendered ſerviceable to their 
country. 

What ſhall all the poor of theſe cities and 6 being 
very numerous, be employed about ?” 

Part of the anſwer. — © The girls may, be employed in mending 
the clothes of the aged, in ſpinning, carding, and other linen 
manufactories; and many in ſewing linen for the exchange, or any 
houſekeepers that will put out linen to the matrons, that have 
the government of them, 

* The boys in picking oakum, making pins, raſping wood, 
making hangings, or any other manufacture of any kind, which, 
whether it turns to preſent profit or not, is not much material ; the 
great buſineſs of the nation being, firſt, to keep the poor from 
begging and ſtarving, and enuring ſuch as are able to labour and diſci- 
pline that they may be hereafter uſeful members to the kingdom.” 

This maxim deſerves to be written in letters of gold in all 
work-houſes, houſes of induſtry, ſchools of induſtry, and to be en- 
graved in capitals in the overſeers books in every pariſh in the 
kingdom; this is the great and leading principle in the forty-third 
of Elizabeth; it is for this purpoſe the ſtock of wool, flax, hemp, 
thread, iron, is there directed to be purchaſed ; not for the view of 

immediate 
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immediate gain only; dt fur the enuring ſutb as art able: ra labour 
and diſcipline, that ibey be hereafter nſeful members to ub Ring ddl) e 
Two capital objections are obvious to any one who! cenfiders 
what has been tranſeribed of this plan. | OL 221867) to wok 
Te firſt is, that it propoſes to raiſe a revenue for the mainz 
tenanee and employment of the poor, in addition to that enormbus 
one which we now complain of; and that by a he tax, and by a 
patent for coining farthings : cburcb- collections are alſo propoſed, 
which were the very ground-work of the preſent poor's rate. 
The ſecond objection is founded on the little regard paid to the 
liberty. of the ſubject; as it propoſes to give the unconſtitutional 
power to this ſociety of tranſporting the poor to our colonies, 
without a crime charged, merely from ſuch conceptions of conve- 
nience that might ariſe in the breaſts of theſe fathers of the poor. 
The tendency of opulence to taint the honeſteſt principles, and 
to operate as a draught of the river Lethe, in producing among 
the rich a total oblivion of the rights of the poor, is here well ex- 
emplified. — The merchant, rolling in wealth, forgets that baniſh- 
ment is a very ſerious puniſhment for a crime of ſome enormity ; 
to ſuch a degree is it dreaded, that ſome criminals have preferred 
death, the legal puniſhment of their crimes, rather than accept of 
pardon, on terms of tranſportation : he has alſo forgot, that, to 
tranſport a fellow- ſubject, a crime committed, indictment, verdict 
of their oountrymen, and the ſentence of the laws, are neceſſary. 
Theſe are all the publications, which have fallen under our ob- 
ſervation, before that memorable æra in our hiſtory — the Revolu- 
tion. An event, taken together with thoſe laws and regulations, 
ſo favourable to the liberties of the ſubject, which accompanied it, 
as to demand our moſt humble thanks to the Almighty Governor of 
kings and ſtates; and alſo our grateful remembrance of thoſe who 
were his immediate agents, in fixing our liberties on their preſent 


ſolid baſis; placed in a happy medium between deptiſin and licenti- 
on ſneſs; a medium fo difficult to be hit on, and fo conducive to pub- 
lic 
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lic happineſs, when eſtabliſhed, that philanthropy excites our wiſh- 
es, poſſibly at the expenſe of our political intereſt, in favour of ſo 
many millions of. our fellow-creatures as people the extenſive king- 
dom of France; that they may, at length, find a haven of ſecurity 
to their liberties, in a conſtitution ſimilar to what we now enjoy; 
equally removed from the anarchy. of democracy, as the ſlavery of 
deſpotiſm. In the mean time, it ſhall be the fixed point in view 
of this tract, to continue the inquiry with reſpe& to the poor- 
laws, and the relative ſituation of the poor themſelves in ſociety, 
from this period to the preſent day; and then offer ſome general 
principles, as a refult from the whole of this inveſtigation, in full 
confidence that the remedy, as well as the miſchief, may be made 
apparent; and alſo with ſome rays of hope, that the vacant. hour 
of a retired life may be made conducive to a diminution of the train 
of evil ſo large a maſs of our fellow-ſubjects ſuffer under, as well 
as to a prevention of the increaſe, if not to a diminution, of the 
preſent load of expenſe attending their maintenance and ſupport ; 
which will ſoon pre-occupy the ſources of revenue; and, in ſome 
future day of. misfortune, may fall on us when we are leſs able to 
ſupport it; and, in falling, cruſh us with its weight; entail in its 
conſequences a long and tremendous ruin on all ranks of our fel- 
low-ſubjects, together with a demolition of this much-admired con- 
ſtitution, and involve us in a ſcene of univerſal confuſion, 
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HE law of ſettlements, introduced by parliament in the reign 

of Charles the Second, was a ſerious abridgement of the li- 

berty of our fellow-ſubjefts ; but was, at the ſame time, a conſe- 
quence 
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quence reſulting from that humane conſideration, which our fore- 
fathers felt, for their preſervation from actual want. It became a 
prudential,caution, from the. time that pariſh-rates were firſt col 
lected for the relief af the poor, that the money raiſed in a pariſh 
ſhould be applied to the relief of thoſe only who belonged to that 
pariſh ; hence has ariſen a reſtraint on the poor, in many inſtances 
cruel; in all, unjuſt ; a great additional expenſe on thoſe oh whom 
the rate is levied, ariſing from coſts of law, in determining ſettle- 
ments; an additional trouble to the magiſtrates z and, to the gen- 
tlemen of. the profeſſion, much buſineſs, and many fees. Settle. 
ments now occupy no ſmall portion of the attention of the King's 
Bench; and reports of the determinations in that court, reſpecting 
them, are become voluminous ; and form a topic, of no ſmall con- 
ſequence, in the common-place-book of the gentlemen of the 
long robe. 

That a great part of the reſtraint on the poor, or, at leaſt, that 
which bears hardeſt on them, by preventing them living in pariſhes 
where they may beſt get their bread, unleſs it happens to be. their 
place of ſettlement, or they have a certificate of the conſent of 
their pariſh to live there, may, with equal convenience and ſafety, 
be removed; and that much of the expenſe attending. conteſts. be- 
tween pariſhes, with reſpect to ſettlements, may be ſaved, is cer- 
tain, The heads of the bill brought into the Houſe of Commons, 
by Sir William Young, immediately after the diſmiſſion of Mr. 
Gilbert's plan, warrant this aſſertion, To ſpeculate on the reaſons 
why ſo much of that bill as relates to certificates did not paſs, is 
not the buſineſs of this inveſtigation ; which now proceeds to the 
firſt ſanclion the law of ſettlements received from the legiſlature 
after the Revolution. | 

Hitherto but little had been done to confine the poor within 
their own pariſhes, The ſtatute, which paſſed in the reign of 
Charles the Second, empowering two juſtices, on complaint of the 
overſeers, within forty days after any poor perſon had come to in- 
habit 


LETTER XIII. 8 


habit in their pariſh, in any tenement under the annual value of 
ten pounds, that'they were likely to become chargeable, to remove 
them to their laſt legal place of ſettlement, was, at the Revolution, 
the only law extant on that ſubject; "and being, together with the 
alteration, by the 17th of Jatnes the Second, directing that the 
forty days ſtiotild be accounted; from the time of delivery of 
notice in writing, about to expire; the 3d of William and Mary, 
chapter 1, again takes up the fubject; and directs that the no- 
tice ſhould be read in the church, immediately after ſervice, on 
the next Lord's day after it ſhall have been delivered; and, then, 
that it ſhall' be regiſtered in the poot's book ; and inflifts a penalty 
on the church-warden and overſeer neglecting to read and regiſter 
it: and alſo enacts, that ſerving a patiſh-office, paying pariſh-du- 
ties, and hiring and ſervice for a year, of a perſon not having a 
wife or child, and ſerving an apprenticeſhip by indenture, ſhall 
alſo gain a ſettlement, In theſe feveral caſes, the appeal lies from 
the two magiſtrates, adjudging the ſettlement, to the quarter- 
ſeſſions, | | . 

A regulation, which is intended to act as a reſtraint on the 
pariſh-officers, in the diſtribution of the pariſh- money, is alſo 
enacted in this ſtatute; a regiſter is directed to be kept in every 
pariſh of the names of ſuch as receive collections; and the pa- 
riſhioners are ordered to meet in the veſtry yearly, in Eaſter-week, 
before whom this regiſter is to be produced ; and perſons receiving 
collections are to be called over, the reaſons of their taking relief 
examined, a new liſt made and entered, and no other perſons but 
ſuch as are in the liſt ſhall be allowed to receive collections, ex- 
cept in caſe of peſtilential diſeaſes, and the ſmall-pox, without au- 
thority, under the hand of one juſtice of the peace, reſiding with- 
in ſuch pariſh, or the parts adjvining. 

Soon did experience prove the miſchief of the acts, with reſpect 
to the ſettlements of the poor; fo early did the hardſhip on them, 
and the inconvenience to the pariſhes, ariſing from theſe reſtric- 
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tions on their natural liberty, to get their bread where they could 
beſt find employment, appear; that it was found neceſſary, in the 
year 1697, to open the door a little wider to them; and to let out 
of their pariſhes ſuch as the church-wardens, overſcers. of the 
poor, and a neighbouring. magiſtrate, ſhould grant a certificate to 
under the authority of an act paſſed in this year, for ſupplying 
ſome defects in the poor law 3 by which, ſuch perſons as may come 
to inhabit in any pariſh, bringing with them a certificate, properly 
atteſted, owning them to be inhabitants of the pariſh granting it, 
and engaging to provide for them whenever they aſk relief of the 
pariſh in which they reſide, ſhall not be removed until yy 
chargeable, 

This act alſo directs badges to be worn on the ſhoulder of the 
right ſleeve, by all thoſe who receive alms from the pariſh ; and 
inflicts a penalty on the pariſh-officers relieving a perſon not wear- 
ing ſuch a badge, and a pyniſhment on the pauper refuſing to wear 
it: — a good regulation, formed on wiſe principles, but almoſt 
univerſally neglected. 

Perſons, to whom poor children are bound apprentice, purſuant 
to the 43d of Elizabeth, are alſo, by this act, obliged to receive 
and to provide for their apprentices, under a penalty of ten pounds, 


to be applied to the uſe of the poor. 
The legiſlature of this reign gives us no other regulations, with 


| reſpect to the poor; and the general negle& of thoſe which have 


hitherto been enacted, either as checks on the diſhoneſty, ſelſiſh- 
neſs, and indolence, of the pariſh-officers, or on the impoſitions, 
debauchery, and lazineſs, of the poor themſelves, ought to be a 
matter of ſerious aſtoniſhment. to thoſe who refle& on the general 
complaint of the expenſe attending their maintenance and relief. 
What levity | what abſurdity | in our lazy complaints of the 
weight of the poor's rate; let us but clap our ſhoulders to the 
wheel; the burthen 1s enormous, but might be ſhaken off, or 


greatly lightened, by thoſe who adminiſter the laws ; were thoſe 
laws, 
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laws, in fact, adminiſtered.” Why do we throw the blame from 
where it ought to fall, and charge the laws themſelves with .the 
conſequences flowing from a breach 6f them? They form, in gene- 
ral, a code replete with humanity in their principle,” wiſe in their 
regulations, which uniformly tend to diſcburage idleneſs and un- 
neceſſaty expenſe, throughout the 'whole ſcope of their legiſlation ; 
and are now charged with all thoſe deſtructive evils they were in- 
tended, and are calculated, to prevent : the burthen of the poor's 
rate is heavy, and daily increaſing, by a rapid accumulation; and 
the cauſe does not lie in a defect of the /aws for the maintenance 
of the poor, but in a defect of the execution of thoſe laws: we are 
affected with a ſimilar impreſſion as thoſe weak minds, which, 
while the body is haſtening to the Frave, in a deep decline, have 
not energy enough to redeem returning health, by a courſe of ex- 
erciſe and virtuous temperance ; but lazily ſuffer the vital principle 
to be extinguiſhed, by continuing in a habit of indolence and de- 
bauchery : in ſhort, we are infected by the very vices, which we ſo 
loudly cry out againſt, in thoſe who are ſupported at our ex- 
penſe. I 1 $414 Cav 41/1 een 

The ſame wretched principle appears to have pervaded the exe- 
cution of the poor-laws, towards the end of the laſt century; and 
ſimilar complaints of the increaſing burthen of expenſe prevail; 
as may be ſeen in a pamphlet, named, Bread for the Poor, printed 
at Exeter, in 1698, by Samuel Darker, ſigned by the initials of the 
author's name, R. D.: he fays, in a kind of introduction, that 
„ whoever takes the ſmall trouble of inſpecting the poor- accounts, 
of a few pariſhes, may ſoon obſerve, that the charge of maintain- 
ing them, in ſome places, is, within ſixty years paſt, advanced 
from forty ſhillings to forty pounds yearly; in others, twice that 
ſum ; and moſtwheres double, — within twenty years paſt, and like 
to double again in a ſhort time; and, notwithſtanding ſuch advance 
in maintaining the poor, yet the wages they. receive is greater than 


formerly, work more plentiful, and proviſions cheaper,” 
N 2 Where 
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Where there is an effect, the author very properly ſays, thaye 
muſt be a cauſe; and that the cauſes are, 

Profuſeneſs of diet; inſtanced by the bread they eat, book of 
the fineſt flour; their drink, ale and ſpirits ; ſpending their. money 
in alchouſes, to the amount of an incredible ſum, as appears from 
the;pqyments to the exciſe,” very little of which is ſpent by travel-. 
lers or houſckeepers and that they pay a price for what OP. 
drink, in theſe places, vaſtly ſuperior to its real value. 

As a remedy to this cauſe, relief in Oat. meat, drink, 
clothes, and not money, is propoſed. 

The ſecond cauſe is idleneſs: this ariſes from receiving pay from 
the pariſh: people of this deſcription; ſoon . conceiving that the 
pariſh is ob/iged to maintain them; therefore, their work is ſo much 
gained from them by the pariſh, | 

The remedy is; due care to employ the poor conſtantly, and | 
oblige them to do ſuch work as they can perform. 

Giving exceſſive pay is another cauſe ; by which is meant = "Nh 
allowance: under this head the common outgoings of a day-la- 
bourer is computed ; but the computation proceeds on an idea of 
expenſes, ſo much beneath what is neceſſary, at preſent, and ſeems 
to be calculated for the county of Devon only, that it would be 
futile to inſert 1t. 

The remedy propoſed is, frugal allowance in quantity, kind, and 
value. 6 

The fourth cauſe is; living in ſeparate houſes ; whereas, did 
three or four families live together, fire, . and attendance, 
might be ſaved. 

The author then explains the method of providing diet for the 
poor; gives many reaſons why ſuch a management ſhould take 
place; and anſwers objections which he ſuppoſes may be made to 
relieving them in the neceſſaries of life rather than in money, which 
enables them to purchaſe the ſuperfluities : — he alſo recommends 

badges, 


badges, which, as we have ſeen, were about this time enforced by 
Parliament. 

It appears, from this pamphlet, that the poor's rates for che 
county of Devon amounted, in the year 1698, to 38,991. 73. 5d. 
a year; which is aſſerted to be 30, oool. a year more than they were 
fifty or ſixty years before; and that the whole amount of the poor's 

rates in the kingdom was then above twenty-one times as much, or 

more than 8 19, ooo. a year; that, as ane age had given a fourfold 
advance in Devonſhire, it is worth conſideration whether or not 

the public be in danger: for, if the rates of the whole kingdom 

increaſe proportionably, they will amount in another age to 

3,276,000, —Such is the nn in this . let us now 
examine the fact. | 

* 


About the middle of the 17th century, the aſſeſſment * 
for the poor, in the county of Devon, was annuallß 
about — — — V. n P ®. . 8,29x 

In the year 1698, about - - 38,991 

In the year 1785, by the return of the overſeers — 85,492 


Therefore the gradual riſe in this eounty was, in the firſt fifty 
years, about 30,000). ; in the next eighty-ſeven years 46,501/. 


Taking the ſame dates for the poor's rates of the whole kingdom, 
the account will ſtand : 


About the year 1650, at - - - — 1288,81 
In the year 1698, about - - - - 819,000 
In the year 178 5, by the overſeers returns 2, 184,904 

In the firſt fifty years the riſe is 730, 189). — in the next eighty- 
ſeven years 1,265,9044. 

The fact does not turn out quite fo deſtructive to the intereſts of 
the public as the writer of this pamphlet prognoſticated ; but it 
preſents a tremendous advancing increaſe, as well in an individual 


county, as throughout the kingdom. 
| Let 
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Let us now examine the prices of wheat at theſe three ſeparate 
periods. The table of the price of wheat at Windſor- market, in 
vol. xiv. p. 227, or the Annals of rar mean will enable. us to 
n mai; i 15} ee BY 

| 1 . Pe NES 4. 
Are ties of wheat, from oY to 1654 by the n 
quarter i 9 10 
Ditto, from 1687 to 1711 * $61 WO EY 
Ditto, from 1765 to 1789 a», » TT gy 


The expenſe attending the maintenance 'of the poor does not, 
therefore, ariſe from the increaſed price of wheat; becauſe, by this 
table, wheat is cheaper on the average of the laſt twenty-five years, 
ending in 1789, than in that of the firſt, ending in 1654; and but 
a little dearer than that ending in 1711. 

The aſtoniſhing increaſe towards the cloſe of the laſt century 
can be accounted for much more reaſonably than that which has 
ariſen in this. When the firſt eſtimate was taken, towards the 
middle of the century, the civil war, and its conſequential depre- 
dations, found employment and ſuſtenance for a very conſiderable 
body of the poor. The ſoldier. is not maintained by the poor's 
rate; and the wages of thoſe who remained to till the lands, or 
were employed in our then-mouldering manufactures, were proba- 
bly raiſed on account of the want of hands. No ſuch cauſe ex- 
iſted in 1698 or in 178 5; and the price of wheat in 1698, refer- 
ring to the ſame table, was 3/. os. d. a quarter; and, in 178 5, 1/. 16s. 
11d, a quarter. It appears, therefore, that the price of wheat has 
no effect on the expenſe attending the maintenance of the poor; 
and wheaten bread 1s, and long has been, the principal part of 
their food: this, although it appears a paradox, is a truth. When 
wheat was 3. os. gd. a quarter, the expenſes of the poor amounted to 
but little more than one-third as much as in 1785, when the price 

of wheat was only 1/7, 16s. 114, a quarter, 
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As, by this ſtatement, it appears that the price of bread has no 
effect on the poor's rate; and it is believed that, all things conſi- 
dered, the expenſe of neceſſary clothing is not more increaſed than 
the laſt article (an aſſertion, the proof of which ſhall not now be 
entered on); and the article of firing remains alſo nearly at the ſame 
price it was a hundred years ago, theft ſupplying (in woodland- 
countries particularly) an ample ſuccedaneum for price; it follows, 
that we ſhould find out the probable cauſe of this alarming fact: 
alas! a ſuperficial obſerver may read it as he runs, that indolence 

nd luxury are the too-obvious cauſes : indolence forces numbers 
on our rates, which induſtry would maintain; luxury uſes pro- 
fuſely what economic temperance would ſave; the one adds a mil- 
lion paupers to be maintained by us; the other expends, in the 
maintenance of that million, what ought to maintain double the 
number: the one, brings the multitude; the other, imaginary 
wants.“ 
Juvenal exclaims, when . the decadency of the 
Roman empire, ſtrongly typified by Britain, in its profuſe extrava- 
gance, | 


m—_— zi armis 
"Anal incubuit, victumque ulciſcitur orbem. 


The fact comes home to us, in every claſs and deſcription of peo- 
ple; as well poor as rich, the governors and the governed. The 
conſequence is alſo approaching; and our duty will be to ſubmit, 


with reſignation to that cataſtrophe, which we cannot ſufficiently 
rouſe our energy to oppoſe. 


The reader ſhould be reminded, that this calculation, and the concluſion reſulting 
from it, was written before the extreme high price of wheat, and a proportional dearneſs 
of every other grain, together with meat, had reduced the poor to extremity of diſtreſs, 
in the years 1795 and 1796, The various conſequences reſulting to the nation, from that 


moſt grievous affliction, will be obſerved upon, in its proper place, in the continuation of 
this biſtory to the preſent day. | 
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EXT, in order of time to this publication, *follows'an Hfſuy 
towards regulating the Trade, and employing che por of 
this 1 Ning 8m written, about the year 1700, by ſohn Cary, iq; 
an abſtract from which may be ſeen in Dr. Butn's Hiſtory of che 
Poor-Laws; a publication which, had it been in my poſſeſſion 
when this inquiry was firſt inſtituted, would have diverted me 
from the iniveſtigation; às 1 ſhould have ſeareely choſen to have 
gorie over that gromnd; which ſb able a . 1 beaten '08- 
fore mes. N IV J9Y 908113 non: no unten 1 
Mr. Cary attributes the birthen of the poor's rates to idleneſs; 
SE iir i 918 0.) 

1. What hath been the cauſe of _ idleneſs ; o and how hath it 
crept ir upon us 10 195 15 10 i ft 1.) IM 

2. What muſt be done to reſtrain its goin farther? HE RUG 

3- What methods are proper to be uſed to make PII for tho#e 
who are paſt their labour? 

The cauſe of idleneſs, he fays, is the abuſe of the pdbrulanis we 
have, and want of better; the encouragement of ale-houſes, on 
account of the revenue; but, above all, our laws to ſet the poor 
at work are ſhort and defective, tending rather to maintain them 
as poor, than to raiſe them to a better way of living; rendering 
the poor more bold, by their knowing that the are muſt 
either find them work or give them maintenance. 

Nothing but good laws can reſtrain idleneſs ; ſuch as may pro- 
vide work for thoſe that are willing, and force thoſe to work who 
are able. For this purpoſe work-houſes are recommended, where 
the poor may be employed in manufacture. 

The poor ſhould alſo be employed in navigation, huſbandry, and 
handicrafts, 


The 
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The juſtices of peace ſhould have power to aſſign youth to ar- 
tificers, huſbandry, manufacturers, and to bind them apprentice. 

As to thoſe of elder years, who will rather beg than work, let 
them be forced to ſerve the king in his * or the merchants on 
board their ſnipſs. 

Young people Gould be prolübited em, hawking and | Ang 
ballads about the ſtreets z. — larteries, ang gaming-bouſes, 
ſhould be ſtrictly looked after. 

Alms-houſes are at. for thoſe 5K are not able to 
work, or whoſe, work is not ſufficient for, their maintenance. 
Poor's rates ſhould be aſſeſſed with greater equality in cities and 
manufacturing-towns, where the poor are ſerviceable to the rich 
manufacturers, by carrying on their trade; yet, when age, ſick- 
neſs, or a numerous family, make them deſire relief, their chief de- 
pendence muſt be on thoſe who are but a ſtep above their own 
condition. 

Mr. Cary ſpeaks, with praiſe, of an act of 1 which 
paſſed in the 7th and 8th year of William and Mary, for eſtabliſh- 
ing a work-houſe at Briſtol; which, he ſays, was pretty much on 
the plan propoſed by Sir Joſiah Child for the cities of London and 
Weſtminſter; but, as this act is calculated for cities and great 
towns only, and cannot be a model for counties, he ſubjoins the 
following propoſal, to carry this deſign on throughout th king- 
dom: 

That power be given, by act of parliament, for pariſhes to incor- 

porate for building hoſpitals, work-houſes, and houſes of correc. 
tion, for employing the poor, under the management of guardians 
of the poor: the incorporation to be by hundreds. 
The guardians to be the juſtices of the peace within the diſtrict, 
together with a number of the inhabitants, choſen out of each 
pariſh, in proportion to the aſſeſſment the pariſhes ref] * 
Pay. 

The election of guardians to be every year, or two years. 

O The 
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The guardians to have; power to chooſe a, governar,. doputy- 
governgr, , treaſurer, and, afliſtants,  yearly'z and. be, empowered to 
hold courts, make bye-laws, have a common. ſeal ; to order aſſeſſ: 
ments to, be levied; to ſummon, the inhabitants. of the. pariſhes 
within the hundred; to compel. thoſe who ſeck relief to- doll ia 
their hoſpitals and work-houſes; to take in young people, and 
bring them up to work ; to teach them to read and write, and then 
bind them out apprentices; to provide for the aged and impotent; 
to aſſiſt thoſe whoſe labours will not maintain their families to 
apprehend rogues, vagabonds, and beggars, and ſet them to work s 
to infli reaſonable correction. | 

This plan, by Mr. Cary, may probably have given the hint to 
thoſe gentlemen who applied to parliament, in the twenty-ninth 
year of his late majeſty,s reign, for the act for the better relief and 
employment of the poor in the hundreds of Colneis and Cariford, in 
the,county of Suffolk. Whether incorporations of diſtricts for theſe 
purpoſes have produced a greater proportion of good than evil; 
whether they have tended to introduce, among the lower claſſes of 
this country, more induſtry, better health, better morals, more 
comfort; and whether, on the whole, the ſum of their happineſs is 
increaſed ; cannot be determined by any other means than an exa- 
mination of their effects after thoſe years of experience which have 
paſſed fince their firſt inſtitution in the counties of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, where they were firſt introduced: that they have generally 
tended to depreſs the poor's rate may be granted; but gold may be 
bought too dear. 

It has been ſaid in a oublication,® the author of which founded, 
or might have founded, his obſervations on an actual examination 
of the facts, after many years experience, that they have injured the 
principle of induſtry, W 8 the health and the hardineſs of the 


/ 


* The true Alarm, or an =. poo N the Janos Influence of Houſes of In. 
duſtry. 1787. 
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at being in, and the youth brought” up in ür Dane i in- 
woduced bad morals, ſhocking habits of indecency; habe dcea- 
floticd à detteaſe of population ; and would, H they" becatht general, 
deſttby the tnoral fentiments and happineſs of the ooùntry, us to 

affeck the political Hberties and pattivtic ſpirit of the nation; by 
bringing up the Hüng generation with fentiments and habits 

diſpirited end debilitated, as to render them only fit ſlaves of deſ⸗- 


potiſiny for, the author ſays, and with much feeming juſtice of ob- 
ſervation : Of what moment can it poſſibly be to a wretch who 
hes not the liberty of walking out beyond a certain boundary, that 
the kingdom becomes a prey to foreign invaders, or is torn to 
pieces by an inteſtine commotion, umleſs you may ſuppoſe that he 
is more likely to rejoice at a ſcene of perfect confuſion, as he might 
then entertain a hope, that, in a general wreck, where he had no- 
thing to loſe; he might ſeize upon ſomething worth having. 

But let us hope and believe that the conſequences actually felt 
from theſe houſes of induſtry are not ſo deplorable ; let us recol- 
leet; that, when a man undertakes in the title-page of a pamphlet 
to prove' point, as this writer does, it is plain he has a point to 
prove; and in which, if he fails in inſtances or arguments, he may 
expect to meet with ſome degree of public derifion ; the fear of this 
twiſts his facts, turns his arguments, and points his periods, and 
no longer is he fo friendly to truth as to ſyſtem, 


LETTER XV. 


N expectation of finding, among the various ſubjects which fell un- 
der the pen of the celebrated Mr. Locke, ſome ideas which might 
ſerve as firſt principles on this intereſting ſubject; I turned over his 
SS = works, 


* TT Av. 

orka, and e Foy attendelf 46/450 tracy” Witch bel wee 
727 — and raiſing its value; u dels“ 
366 10 a of the nation towards'the'Hdſe: 
of th ker —— actual ſituation of the pH 1 


Spi 10 2 1 . — nothing: very upPR cable »to che 
ſubject i 710 be Por rarer a confuſed recblleæction ſtrikes me, 
that db modern pamphlet on che poor- laws, or their regulutibn 
had ſtated Mr, Lockes ideas on the ſubject as erroneous whether 
ſo or not, it became me, while in purſuit of this inquiry;'to know 
what thoſe ideas were, Which, had they been bound athong his 
works, whether wrong br rig ht, demanded, on account of his great 
| name, that they mould 6 betten for ſuch à mind as his on 
every topic abich may Rive been the object of its diſquiſition;" is a 
polar ſtar to the ignorant wanderer: although nothing directly 


applicable to the police of the poor is found, yet a compariſon 
which he makes between a kingdom and à farmer is ſo much in 


point with their preſent profligate Hrastion, the carelels conduc 
their overſeers, and 15 "fpirit which has unhappily got head 
among our rulers, of encouraging the commercial world, at the 
expenſe of agriculture, and every principle of internal economy; 
while, at the ſame time, it ſo ſtrongly authenticates the alarming 
prognoſtics of our decadency, "alluded to à fe pages back; that 
the whole paſſage, falling from the height of that great name, muſt 
make an impreſſion, and occaſion it to be worth tranſcribing.® 

* A kingdom grows rich juſt as a farmer, and no otherwiſe. Let 
us ſuppoſe the whole iſland of Portland one farm; and that the 
owner, beſides what ſerves his family, carries to market, to Wey- 
mouth and Dorcheſter, &c. cattle, corn, butter, cheeſe, wool, or 


* Again it ſhould be recalled to the mind of the reader at what time theſe letters 
were written. No Board of Agriculture was then inſtituted; the labours of my friend, 
to whom they are addreſſed, laudable and-perſevering as thoſe labours were in that beſt 
of national cauſes, the improvement of agriculture, had then Fabre no national encou- 


ragement, 
cloth, 
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clethy lende and tim: all commodities producgd within his fa 
Portland, to the value af 10000. aa b Lp om 
im dalt, ing, oil, ſpice, linen, and filks, . J # T2 
_ tharemaining} 1000. in money. It is .evidgnt = gi Fear 
rob. gicher, and ſo at the end of ten years will have. We got 
10004. —If the awner be a better huſband, and, contenting tymiclf 
with his native commodities, buy leſs. wine, ſpice, and filk at mar- 
let, and ſo bring home 500). in money, yearly, inſtead of 10000. 
at the end. of ten years, he will have go. by him, and be ſo 
much-richer z he dies, and his ſan ſucceeds, a faſhionable young 
gentleman, that cannot dine without, Champaigne and Burgundy, | 
nor ſleep but: in a damaſk bed, whoſe wife muſt ſpread a long train 
of brocade, and his children be always in the newelt | French cut 
and ſtuff, he, being come to the eſtate, keeps on a very buly family, 
the markets are weekly frequented, and the | commoditicy of his 
farm carried out, and ſold as formerly; ut the returns are mage 
ſomewhat different; the faſhionable. of eating, FO, fur- 
nĩiture, and clothing for himſelf and amily, requires more ſugar 
and ſpice; wine and fruit, filk and ribbons, than in his father's 
time; ſo that inſtead of good, per annum, he now brings home, 


of conſumable commodity, 1 1000. yearly. What comes of this ? 
— He lives in ſplendour it is true; but this unavoidably carries 


away the money his father got, and he is every year 100/, poorer, 
To his expenſes, beyond his income, add debauchery, idleneſs, and 
quarrels among his ſervants ; whereby his buſineſs is diſturbed, 
his farm neglected, and a, general diſorder and confuſion prevail 
through his whole family: this will tumble him down the hill the 
faſter, and the ſtock, which the induſtry, frugality, and good 
order, of his father laid up, will be quickly brought to an end, 
and he faſt in priſon; a farm and a kingdom, in this reſpect, differ 
no more than as greater and leſa. We may trade, and be buſy, 
and grow poor by it, unleſs we regulate our expenſes; if to this 
we are idle, negligent, diſhoneſt, malicious, and diſturb the ſober 


and 


and induſtrious in theic-buſioeſs;) ww be, ales what. pretence-it 
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but we know, that, about the middle of the laſt century, the 
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it. will, we ſhall ruin the. faſter.· e 525%” 2990 £07}, DIL! 
This compariſon of Mr.-Lacke's DO PIR 4 
the actual ſtate of the property, applied to the uſe ofothe-pooriin 
this kingiom, as. with the fituation. of the finanaes belonging to 
the ſtate itſelf; The reigu o Elizabeth made: the maintenanco:of 
the poor compuiſ ue, with reipect to the laity, which was in remoter 
times voluntary; what might, in thoſe: days of frugality, be taken 
from the pockets of her ſubjedts by poor- rates, we know not; 


cattle, corn, buttex, cheeſe, Wool, yarn, conſumed by this large 
family, coft about 118, ooo. more than the produce of their in- 
duſtry amounted to fifty years aſtertrards their expenſes out · ran 
their income annually 819,000/,; in 178 5 the ſurplus of their 
expenſes, above their income, or the produce of their - induſtry, 
gradually had inereaſed to the enormous ſum of 2,184,904/; annua- 
ally. Here you dee plainly the effects of the change of mannors and 
living, ſo forcibly inſtanced in Mr. Locke's compariſon; in the eats 
ing, drinking, furniture, clothing, ſugar, ſpice, wine, and fruit; 
otherwiſe tea and gin; to which may be added, the debauchery, idle- 
neſs, and quarrels of the individuals, which compoſe the bulk of 
this numerous family: to examine the compariſon, with reſpect to 
the kingdom at large, is not the buſineſs of this tract. 

The reign of Queen Anne is not ſo memorable for any laws 
regulating the internal police of the kingdom, as for the many 
blows which the ambitious ſpirit of Louis the Fourteenth received 
from the arms of the allies: nothing of material conſequence was 
done with reſpect to the poor. By the 33d chapter of the fifth 
parhament, the vagrant- act of the laſt reign was continued, with 
ſome farther directions; as was, by the following chapter, an act 
made in the 13th and 14th year of Charles II. for the better relief 
of the poor, and continued by the legiſlature at different times ſince, 


and which was ultimately made perpetual by chapter the 18th of 
' | the 
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the th year of this reigu ; and, by chapter 2z3d, all the las re- 
lating to rogues, vagabonds, ſturdy beggars, and vagrants, © were 
alſo:reiuced into one act of parent. 
Nenuier does the fabje& ſeem, throughout this reign of War and 
eonqueſt, to have occupied the attontibn of indtriduals j ho pub- 
licatiom of amy acevunt* having he to the preſent day, except a 
letter to the parliament dy the author ef Robinſon Cruſoe, one of 
thoſe very fe banks which the late Dr. Johuſon ſaid he had been 
able to raad Dre H. Daniel Defoe," in 1564; choſe to 
publiſh a declamatory epiſtle, addteſſed to che parliament, with the 
following title, Gi uing * 920 n, _ Art 4 
Grievance ti th Nin. 1. 9 

In this publication he Abbes . readers; chat Queen e 
in her progreſs through: the kingdom, obſerving the vaſt throngs 
of poor flocking to fee and bleſs her, beg ſtruck with the multi- 
tude, frequently exclaimed, Pauper ubigur jacrt; and this truth, ſo 
terſely expretied by her, ooeaſioned a tontinual ſtudy in her mind 
how to recover her people from poverty, and make their labour 
more profitable to themſelves in — po the. nation : im ge- 
neral, un st AH „ Da al vt ee 

He lays down the following as fundamental maxims: | 

1. There is in England more labour than hands to perform it, 
and con ſequently à want of people, not of employment. 

2. No man in England, n and ſenſes, can de Poor 
merely from want of workx. 

3. All our work-houſes, eisig and charities.” for em- 
ploying the poor, and ſetting them to work, as now they are em- 
ployed, or any acts of parliament to empower overſeers of pariſhes, 
or pariſhes themſelves, to employ the poor, except, as ſhall' be- 
hereafter excepted,” are and will be public* nuiſances, miſchiefs to 
the nation, which TRE to the ruin of families, m. the inereaſe of 


the por. > 2113 ya „ 
4. 4. That 
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4. That it 1 the poor that is watited in England. 
not a ſetting them to work. I TOR 
Theſe maxims he profeſſes $o-demeontiratey bat G00 not entire 

5 ſucceed in: the attempt although he mates ſome very fenſible 
obſervutions in the edurſe of his argument on each of the heads. 

Dearneſe vf labour he advances as a proof of the firſt mauim; 
and gives due praiſe to. Elizabeth for what the did for the poor, 
particularly by eheeuraging the French manufactories, hen the 
perſecution under the Duke d Alva drove them from the Nether- 
lands; and alſo +by;;that excellent act of parliament, in —__ 
year of her reign, ſo aſten alluded W „h 5 6 7 

The ſtreſs of his argument lies againſt employing the poor in 
. work-houſes, corporations, honſes ef correction, and the like; 
becauſe the method propoſed to employ them is by ſpinning, - wea- 
ving, and manufacturing our Engliſi wool ; manufactures of which 
are all exerciſed in England to their full entent, and rather beyond 
their vent than under itz; hey therefore, is of opinion, that, for 
every ſkein of worſted ſpun in / one place, there muſt be one leſs 
ſpun elſewhere. He ſuppoſes a manufactory of baize to be erected 
in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet ; unleſs a greater conſumption can be found 
for more baize than were made before, for every; piece made in 
London, there muſt be one leſs made at Colcheſter, and, therefore, 
this is not moreaſe, but only tranſpoſition of manufacture. 

The only thing to be done is, to introduce ſome foreign manu- 
factory; ſomething which was not made here before. 

Hie conſiders the poverty and exigence of the poor in England 

to be plainly derived from caſualty or crime: by caſualty he means 
ſickneſs, loſs of limbs, or ere and any natural or accidental im- 
potence. 

The crimes of: the woods and whence their er is de- 
rived, as from viſible and direct fountains, are luxury. pride, 
ſloth. The pride of good huſbandry is no Engliſh virtue: it 
by may 
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mio Have eee len neee. it aitves; well 
enough. Awe tt ae & 37h 
— daboming-paplo na /ndch eric 9 wut ly. 
rink Wine times as much; in value as artiger. tt 
Ha apruſes us of being the moſt lazy diligent ation in the werld. 
Among nr pocæ . there ĩs a general taint of florhfu lneſs which diſ- 
_ texpper: he+conpeies to he ſo epidemie and deep- rooted, that it is a 
queſtion WhαHer an act of-parliament, with reach it The number 
oi the poor is · oc aſioned by the Mon · vo. u m work, not by thoſe 
who con.get yu-work all the workihouſer/aridvoverſeers in England 
will..not reach this caſe: but Hu Nu,æ Mats of partiament cun be 
made, as will -effectually cure the floth and dexury of the poor; 
will make. drunkatda take card d their e and families; fpend- 
thrifts lay up for a wet day lazy{fellows, diligent; and thought- 
ls(s, ſottiſh men careful and i] ]q ent; if this tan be done they 
vill ſoon ind work enough} and there will be teſs poverty among 
us z if it, cannot be done, i ſettiug the poor to worł en woollen ma- 
nufactulss, and thereby encroachingiion thoſe who wen work at 
them, will ruin our trade, and increaſe the number of poor. 

A hills brought into paitiamemmt by Sir Humphry: — 
fax employing the puor, which hadipaſſed-the-Commons with great 
approbation, gu riſe. to this tract. By this bill it was intended, 
as Mr. Chalm, in his Life of Defoe, tells us, to ſupport work- 
uquſes, in every patiſh. with parochial capitals, for carrying on 
parochial manufactures: hut it was thrown” out by the Peers; to 
which, it is probable, this ſenſible pamphlet very much conduced; 
in which he. pretends, that he coa/d.propeſe a regulation. of che poor, 
which would ut a Sap. to pouerty, beggary, pariſb-charges, aſſſmeitts, 
and the lite; and promiſes to do ſo, when he has gone through the 
proof of his maxims;.;but waves the- performance, for this very 

inadequate reaſon, becauſe he will hot preſume to lead a body ſo 


auguſt, ſo wiſe, and ſo capable, as the honourable W to 
whom the tract is dedicated. | 


P There 
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There are, in thisitrach. many. eeellent pbſarationd; expreſſed 
with great digpity. „That part, which tends, to prove that giving 
alms is no charity, lays down ſame ſenſible maxima, on Which he 

reſts the ſtrength of bis argument, hich tends to prove that pa 
rochial work-houſes .ſhauld--not-ba-encouraged for the purpoſe of 
parochial manufactures. After having proved that there is more 
work in the kingdom than hands 10 perform it, he aſſerts, that 
begging is a mere ſcandal; in the able, it is a ſcandal, on their 
induſtry ; in the impotent, upon their country. The poverty of 
England does not lie among craving: beggars, but among poor fa- 
milies, where the children are numerous, and whete death, or fick- 


neſs, has deprived them of the labour of their father. An alms, 


ill-directed, may be charity to a particular * but n an 
injury to the public... 466k: ab#:4.6 

That Mr. Defoe is right i in an 8 can 2 
no doubt; and the truth, that we have mare work 'in the kingdom 
tban hangs to perform. it, comes home to, and eſtabliſhes,- another 
principle, — that the poor (ould lr trained to. do all the work that the 
nation can find them. Early habits of induſtry are moſt likely to 
effect this end; ſchools of induſtry muſt, therefore, be the-means. 

It ſurely is no deſpotic or flaviſh maxim, that the children of 
individuals are, in ſome reſpect, the children of the ſtats. '--Re- 
publics, renowned for the freedom of their government, acted on 
this principle: 4 fartiori, the children of thoſe who receius their main- 


tenance, or any part of it, from the property of their fellow-citizens, by 


virtue of the ordinances of the flate, are the cluldren of the ſtate, which, 
conſequently, has a right to ſuperintend their education. 
Apply this principle to every individual who does not maintain 
his family, but has relief from the overſeer : his children belong 
to the ſtate: it is the duty of the ſtate to take care that they turn 
out induſtrious ſubjects; and I am ſure intereſt here well coa- 
leſces with duty: ſchools, of induſtry are the means. The firſt 
ſection of 43d Elizabeth provides for their ſupport, The _ 
wil 
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wil bo ari-indafttions, tnoral; pobr: u bleſſsd contraſt ts the la- 
e {6 iniverſally bomplais- 
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the chareh-wardens and overſcers;” by Warrant from two juſ- 
ties, to ſeize” fo much of che 41 chattels, and receive ſo 
much of the annual rents and profits of the lands and tenements, 
of ſuch huſband, father, or mother, as ſhall run away, leaving 
their wives and children a burthen upon the pariſh, as the ſaid two 
juſtices Niall direct, towards the lburſttg che pariſh where ſack | 
wife and child ſhall be left, and alſo for their future maintenance: 
this warrant to be confirmed at the quarter-ſeffions, where a war- 
rant; alſo, for the ſale of the goòds, & c. muſt be obtained, before 
they can be diſpoſed of; and to which ſeſſions the officers are to be 
accountable for the money ruiſete. 

Toro years after this, it was the opinion of ballament; as de- 
clared in the preamble to an act for encouraging the woollen and 
filk manufactures, and mote effectually employing the poor, 
That it is moſt evident, the wearing of printed, painted, ſtained, 
and dyed, callicoes, in apparel, houſehold- ſtuff, furniture, and other- 
wiſe, does manifeſtly tend to the detriment. of the woollen and filk 
manufactures of this kingdom, and to the exceſſive increaſe of the 
poor; and, if not effectually prevented, may be the utter ruin and 
deſtruction of the ſaid manufactures, and of many thouſands of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, and their families, whoſe livelihoods do en- 
tirely depend thereupon.” It is therefore enacted, in the year 
1720, that none. ſhall wear any garment of printed callico, or any 
ſtuff made of cotton, or mixed therewith, which ſhall be painted, 

P 2 under 
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apart nth mw honſchelcd ful er Firhhu 
under the pendlfy of and that u tradeſinniMulPinaks' 
ue fardfedre, Utider the fattte penalty: 27811307 
rn art ede uke notice of, on account of any effect it has ut 
prefeni If te mati the-pdor bur us intrecductery ef 

ob dell . Ss be attended to, by thoſe who would wiſh our = 
ſtatute· book to be à volleftion'oF efficient and practical regulations 
of police; and not, as it in fact is, an immenſe collection of contra- 
dictory, heterogeneous, ordinances, militating, in many inſtances, 
with each other; in many, with the principles of ſound policy and, 
in ſome; with che tual habit and practice” of an his majeſtys ſub- 
jects, of which this' Kitite is eee but no uncommon, 
inſtance. J TEC” DAE Fiss . , e ee eee 
No longer ago than the year 1920, this prohibition of -tallicots 
and tuff, made'of cotton; of mixed. therewith, paſſed" into a law; 
and; in 1790, and many yeats before, every woman in the kingdom 
is dothed in theſe very fabtits j moſt of our houſtheld · furniture · is 
made of them; * rechnen ein men "law of the 
land. | tine LORD. iD 
The woollen anderes of this; kingdom certainly: e 
greater encouragement than either linen or cotton; becauſe wool, 
the ſtaple-commadity of England, is the produce of our owri-agrtt» 
culture; hemp, flax, and cotton, are, at preſent, generally the pro- 
duct of foreign agriculture and alſo becauſe the fabric of the 
woollen manufacture is ſtrong and warm, ſuited therefore to the uſe 
of the bulk of the people: that of cotton and linen, weak and thin, 
improper for labour and'a-northern climate, ' Woollen clothing 
does not require ſo much waſhing as our printed linens and white 
ſtockings, an article of great expenſe in poor families; but ' the 
revenue is thought to be a ſufficient reaſon for theſe paradoxical 
abſurdities ; and, that the public treaſury may abound, drunken- 
neſs, gaming, luxury, and oſtentatious clothing, are encouraged, 
in open defiance of the laws of the land. - Thoſe magiſtrates would 
| | be 
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beiyery;coolly, chaukecd for 4;conſcienzious, diſcharge, of their duty. 
whountajpmmete lobcicty, Qouid leſſen tha number of ee 
to diſcourage gaming, ſhould autharize the pariſh-office Ira, 19 3 Us 
relief to choſo ho ſingly . or in clubs, buy, Jottery-chances4. 97,40 
promote the manufacture of wogl,.. ſbayld; encourage. 1 informations, 8. 
upon the ac of parliament juſt alluded. to; the prevailing, and, Ser 
neral maxim of financiers, in all times, is. rem Jager; * en 
are but a ſecandary object of their attent io. | 

In the ninth year of this reign, the ;poor-laws, again were an | 
object of parliamentary attention, and, an, act, for amending the 
laws relating to their ſettlements,, emplayments,: and relief, paſſed; 
which enacted, that no poor ſhould. he relieved, until an oath be 
made, before one juſtice, of a reaſonable cauſe, and that the perſon 
bath, applied to a veſtry, or to twp of the; overſcers,, and, been re- 
fuſed relief; a ſummons 1s alſo diceſted ta. the overſeers, tg hew 
cauſe why ſuch relief ſhould not. be. granted, before. it is ordered; 
and, when ordered, the perſonꝰs name ig to be entered in a book to 
be kept for that purpoſe, as one who is to receive relief as long as 
the cauſe continues, and no longer; and no officer of any pariſh 
ſhall. bring to account (except. on ſudden and emergent occaſions) 
any money he ſhall have given to any poor perſon, who is not re- 
giſtered in ſuch bock, under the penalty of five pounds. 

It has been ſuggeſted that one cauſe of the bad execution of the 
poor- laws. ia the conſtant ſuperintending authority that the legiſla- 
ture has delegated, to juſtices af, the peace. Men eminent for their 
wiſdom, . and. reſpectable, for their; opinions, have attributed much 
of the miſchief experienced from this code of laws. to the conduct 
of thoſe who are the ſuperviſors of their execution; nor is the 
complaint new; the great Sir Francis Bacon, it may be remember- 
ed, in the very infancy of the code, threw out an idea to this 
effect, when he made the diſtinction between what was done by the 
diſtracted government of juſtices. of the peace, and what might be 
done by a ſettled ordinance; yet, whatever of ill may have acerued 

| in 
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in general from the ſuperintending authority of magiſtrates, it has: 
rather ariſen from the nat ang their powers, than from either the 

abi or miſuſe of them. In this particular inſtance; which reſpeas 
the peauniary aſſiſtance the poor are entitled to receive from the 
overſoers, the interference of a magiſtrate appears peculiarly proper, 

when called to action by the complaint of the poor themſelves; 
becauſe the neareſt magiſtrate has it in his power to inform him- 
ſelf of the real circumſtances of the caſe, and, from his fituation in 
life, is a proper check to any partiality, or improper, although na- 
tural, bias, the overſeer who lives more immediately in the midſt of 
the poor, and being frequently connected with them, by the dif- 


ferent degrees of relationſhip, ahd generally as their immediate em- 


ployer, may be influenced by which motives operate to a greater 
degree in the diſtribution of aſſiſtance to the poor, than at firſt 
ſight might be imagined, and which gave riſe to objections of the 
moſt ſerious nature to Mr. Gilbert's Bill, and would have cauſed an 
oppoſition of the moſt obſtinate kind from the yeomanry of this 
kingdom, had that bill paſſed into a law; which ſtruck at the root 
of this power, to give away the money taken, in a great meaſure, 
immediately from the pockets of this * and ne 4 of 
our countrymen. 

Beſides, it will be found, on inquiry, that the md | diftribuied 
in the weekly liſt forms no very material proportion of the expenſes 
of a pariſh;® and in the diſtribution of money there is no room 
for lucrative jobs, no knaviſh contracts for furniſhing the various 
articles of conſumption ; and the overſcer keeping a fair account 
can have no profit; and poſſibly as money 1s the common repre- 
ſentative of all neceſſaries of life, ſo it is the greateſt, moſt conve- 
nient, and beſt appropriated, relief to the individual. It ſomewhat, 


This obſervation, I fear, ceaſes, from the preſſure of the times, to be in general true 
at preſent, although it might be ſo in 1791. | 
| in 
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in its univerſality of ue, reſembles honifter idle, - 1 A poor nan | 
and his family may eat it, drink it, and\fleep updn it!C! 

Church wardens and overſcers, with the totiſent of the major 
part of the pariſhioners in veſtry aſſembled, are alſo, / bycthis act, 
empoyered. to purchaſe or hire houſes to dodge and einpfoy the 
poor in, and there to keep, maintain, and employ, them : and ſuch 

poor as refuſe to be lodged, maintained, and employed, there, ſhall 

not rr entitled to relief; pariſhes are-aifo empowered to join in 
ſach purchaſe, and the officers'of one pariſh may, for that purpoſe, 
contract with thoſe of another; but the ſerrlement of the poor is not 
to be affected by their removal to another pariſh, in confequence of 
this aR. TAL aioon, 10 Dun | 

The acquiſition of ſettlement by purchaſe is regulated by ano- 
ther ſection of the act, which directs, that the purcehaſe · money 
muſt not be Jeſs than thirty pounds dns fide paid for the eſtate, by 
which a perſon ſhall gain a ſettlement; and that no perſon, paying 
to the ſcavengers or highway rates, ſhall, on that account, be 
deemed to gain a ſettlement: the other ſections regulate the notices 
neceſſary on appeals, and the relief the appeltane hall receive on 
undue removals, ' - 

I have not been able to obtain any tract on the fabjea written 
during this reign; nor have I ſeen any referred to, or quoted, by 
thoſe which have been fince written; the concluſion which follows 
is, that none of fufficient'merit, to eſcape oblivion, were publiſhed ; 
and indeed the little that was done by the legiſlature' is a proof 
that the ſubje& did not much attract the attention of the nation; 
that venerable fabric, the 43d of Elizabeth, received a little addi- 
tion and repairs only, but no material alteration was made. 
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Tz 8 ſatisfaction, that the opinion Pe Locke on. 
this ſubjeR, alluded to a few, pages back, has been, peruſed ; þy 
which it appears, that about the year 1696, the clamour, with ge- 
gard to the poor, and, the burthen of the poor's rate, having at- 
tracted the notice of the Commons, they referred it to the Board 

of Trade to conſider the fact, and to report the remedy: on which. 
occaſion Mr, Locke, who was one of the — — delivers 

the following opinion in the report made by the board: # — © The 

multiplicigy of the pogr,, and the increaſe of, the tax for their 
maintenance, is ſo general an obſervation and complaint, that i it 
cannot be doubted of; nor has it been only fince the laſt war that 

this evil has come upon us, it has been a 121 burthen on the 
kingdom, thele many years, and the two laſt reigns felt the increaſe 
of it as well as the preſent, If the cauſes, of this, evil be looked 
into, we humbly conceive it will be found to have. proceeded, not 
from the ſearcity of provifiens; nor want of employment for the poor ; 
ſince the goodneſs of God has bleſſed theſe. times with plenty no 
leſs than the former, and a long peace, during three reigus, gave 
us aß. plentiful, a trade as ever. The growth. of the poor muſt 
therefore haye, ſome other cauſe ; and it can, be nothing elſe but the 
relaxation of. dt iſcipline and corruption; virtue and induſtry being as 
conſtant companions on the one ſide, as vice and rdleneſs | are 
on the other. On this firſt principle, thus clearly expreſſed by 

Mr. Locke, whoſe, ſtrong intellectual faculties were employed in 
the exact ſituation, to obtain ample intelligence, on the ſubject he 


* Mr. Chalmers's Eſtimate, Kc. 
+ By the Windſor- table, the price of wheat, in the years "OE 1697, 1698, was 
J. J. 1d. —21, 135. 4d.— 3. 95. 
has 
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has thrown ſuch a blaze of light over, one muſt reſt with confi- 
dence; in fact, this truth has often diſcovered itſelf to us, in faint 
glimmerings, during the inveſtigation of this ſubje& ; and the 
reader may have perceived how often this ſentiment has obtruded 
Itfelf on the pen. That it meets with ſuch' libnourable confirm 
from Mr. Locke's authority, near 1 hundred years ago, ſtam 
fignal mark of propriety on the ideas which hive been — 
geſted ; and fitmly eſtabliſhes the following aſſertion, that, unleſs 
vice and idleneſs among our poor are deereafed fince this opinion 

was given, the multiplicity of the poor, and the ſtill increafing 
burthen of tax for their maintenance, ariſes at the end of the 
eighteenth century, not from ſcarcity of proviſions and want of 
employment for the poor, but from relaxation of ps e _ 
corruption of morals. | F. 

As it is poſſible that the remedy for the diſeaſe may be Aiſesvered 
by purſuing the inquiry, with equal-'clearneſs,” as the cauſe has 
been pointed out; we ſhall procced' in the ſame manner to relate 
what the legiſlature has done, and individuals have nen on the 
ſubject to the cloſe of the laſt parliament. 

The law, with reſpect to natural children, remained on the foot- 
ing the acts of the 18th of Elizabeth and the 7th of James the 
Firſt had left the ſubject; until the ſixth year of the reign of 
George the Second, when, it having been found by long experience 
that the ſecurity of pariſhes was not ſufficiently provided for, the 
legiſlature, by a ftatute then paſſed, in the 3 iſt chapter, enacted, 
that the perſon charged on oath of being the father of a baſtard- 
child, by any ſingle woman who ſhall be delivered, or ſhall de- 
. Clare herſelf to be pregnant, and that the child is likely to become 
chargeable to the pariſh, ſhall be immediately apprehended and 
committed to priſon, . unleſs he gives ſecurity to indemnify the 
pariſh ; but that he ſhall be diſcharged on the miſcarriage of the 
woman, or if no order be made in purſuance of the 18th of Eliza- 


beth within fix weeks after the woman's delivery ; and that no 
. woman 
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| woman ſhall involuntarily be aged; to- filiate the child of. which 
ſhe is pregnant, befare, delivery. | | 4 bg HD 


It ſeems alſo. to have been a doubt, whether indess of the peage 
could legally act in any caſe relating to pariſhes where ſuch juſtices 
have property; from this, ſome inconvenience aroſe in the adminif- 
tration of the common buſineſs of a magiſtrate :. the 18th chapter 
of the 16th ſtatute of this reign, therefore, clears up the ſubject, 
and empowers them to enforce the laws, with reſpect to the main- 
tenance, relief, and ſettlement, of poor perſons; thoſe alſo with 
reſpect to paſſing vagrants, repairs of highways, and any other 
laws concerning parochial taxes or rates; mooring; oy 
. themſelves may be chargeable to ſuch rate. 

The following year produces an inſtance of the attention the le- 
giſlature paid to the conduct of the overſeers of the poor; who, ac- 
cording to the preamble- of the act of the 17th Geo, II. cap. 3. 
* on frivolous pretences,. and private ends, frequently make unjuſt - 
and illegal rates, in a ſecret and-clandeſtine manner: and the pre- 
amble to the 38th. chapter of the ſame ſtatute ſtates, that the 
money raiſed for the relief of the poor is liable to be miſapplied, 
after it is, with great difficulty and delay, raiſed.” To obviate 
theſe inconveniences, the firſt act directs, that public notice ſhall be 
given in the church of every rate, for the relief of the poor, the 
next Sunday after the ſame ſhall be allowed by the juſtices ; and 
that the overſeers ſhall permit ſuch rates to be inſpeCted at all ſea- 
ſonable times, on payment of 15. for the ſame, and copies ſhall, on 
demand, be given, allowing 64. for every twenty-four names; the 
rate to be void if no ſuch notice be given, and a penalty of 208. on 
refuſal of ſuch inſpection, or copy; and the 38th chapter. directs 
« that the church-wardens and overſcers of the poor ſhall yearly, 
within fourteen days after other overſeers ſhall. be appointed, deli- 
ver a juſt, true, and perfect account, in writing, fairly entered in 
a book to be kept for that purpoſe, and ſigned by the ſaid church- 


wardens and overſeers, of all the ſums of money received, or rated 
and 
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and not received; and alſo of all goods, 'chattels, ſtock; and ma- 
terials,” that ſhall be in their hands, or in the hands of the pbor, in 
order to be wrought; and of all moneys paid by fuch chufth- 
wardens and overſeers, and of all other things concerning che ſuid 
office; and ſhall pay and deliver over all ſums of money, goods and 
chattels, and other things, as ſhall be in their hands, unto the 
ſucceeding overſeers; and that this account ſhall be verified on oath 
before one or more magiſtrates, who ſhall alſo ſign the ſaid ac- 
county without fee; and this book ſhall be carefully preſerved; and 
all perſons liable to be aſſeſſed ſhall be permitted to inſpect it, on 
payment of 6d; atid copies ſhall be given alſo on demand, on pay- 
ment of 6d. for every 300 words. In caſe of the death of an over- 
ſeer, two juſtices are to chooſe another; if an overſeer remove from 
the pariſh, his account, teſtified as above, ſhall be delivered to the 
remaining overſeer or church-warden ;- and the repreſentatives of 
an overſcer ſhall account within forty days after his deceaſe. Ap- 
peals to any rates or aſſeſſments, reaſonable notice being given, lie 
to the next general or quarter ſeſſions of the peace; where, if the 
whole rate be appealed to, the juſtices may quaſh it, and order the 
church-wardens and overſeers to make a new one; but, where juſt 
cauſe is ſeen, to give relief only, by altering the rate, the juſtices 
are empowered to amend the rate, in ſuch a manner as ſhall be 
neceſſary to ſuch relief only. 
As great care is taken by this act, that the rates ſhall be fair and 
equal, and that the pariſh-officers ſhall diſcharge their reſpective 
offices honeſtly; ſo does it provide againſt any vexatious actions 
being brought againſt them, by declaring that no want of form, 
either in the appointment of overſeers, the rate or aſſeſſment, or 
in the diſtreſs, ſhall render them unlawful ; nor ſhall the parties 
diſtraining be accounted treſpaſſers, ab initio, on account of any 
irregularity in their proceedings, but the parties aggrieved ſhall re- 
cover for the ſpecial damage ſuſtained by ſuch irregularity, - 
Qz2 Succeeding 
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| Sticktdding bverfttrs ure allo enabled to levy any arrears" due ob 
folmer wverſeers; and, in caſe of perſons removing out of parihes, 


and Gcherd cotüng in, they ſhall pay their rates in proportion to 
the time they have" reſpeRively occupied ; the proportion to be af. 
certalned b. tio vr more magiſtrates, and recovered" by diſtreſs. 
Copies of the affelltnents are alſo directed to be entered in a 
book, to be kept for publie peruſal; the entry to be made within 
fourteen days after the appeal is determined; and all the regula- 
tions in the act are enforced by a penalty not exceeding 5 .; and the 
power of overſters, in places Where there are no chureh-wardens, 
is declared to be the fame, as Where they are both charch-wardens 
and overſcers; and they ard ſubjected to the ſame penalties. 
The ſection of this act, Which directs the overſeers account to 
be verified ot oatli before à magiſtrate, ſeems not ſufficiently to 
have ex p.m Bp whether the magiſtrate is to examine the accounts, 
artiele by article ; or whether the overſeer is to ſwear to the whole 
account only; 'by the lump, arid is not obliged to go through an ex- 
amination, with reſpect to the articles of his account, on an oath 
voir dire: if this is the caſe, the magiſtrate acts officially only, and 
the oath is but of little ſervice, as an N lies to the yp 
ſeſſions. *O” "LION 
The 11th chapter of the z 1ft ſtatute of this relgh makes foine 
regulations in the ſettlement of apprentices ; and enadts, that a 
perſon bound apprentice, by any deed, writing, or contract, duly 
| ſtamped, ſhall be entitled to a ſettlement where” he is ſo bound and 
has ſerved : the other ſection of the act relates to the power given 
to juſtices, in ſettling diſputes between maſter and ſervants, and 
conſequently comes not under the ſcope of our preſent diſquiſition. 
The laſt act of parliament in this reign, which reſpects the poor, 
is ſtatute 32, chapter 22, which provides for 'the maintenance of 
the wives and families of militia-men, when in actual ſervice, by 
directing that the overſeers ſhall pay from the poor's rate, by order 


of one juſtice of the peace, a weekly allowance to the diſtreſſed 
families 
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families of militia- men, embddied, and called out e r- 
vice, according to the uſual price of labour in huſbandry, 1 within 
the county or diſtrict, by the follqwing rule: bor one child. 
under ten years, one day's labour; for two, under the ſame age, 
two days labour; for three children, three days labour; fpr five, 
or more, four days labour; and for the wife, one days. labour: but 
that the families of thoſe, only, choſen by lee, and not ſubſlitures, 
ſhall be entitled to this allowance; for which payment the overſeers 
are to be reimburſed out of the county-ſtock. 

To paſs over the ſtatute- book of this reign, without mentioning 
the vagrant-adt, the 17th Geo. II. cap, 5. would appear an in- 
ſtance of inattention to the general deſign. of . theſe papers; al- 
though much the greateſt part of it affords no inſight to the ſub- 
ject, becauſe it in general reſpeCts-. the treatment of. thoſe who 
have forfeited the proteFiion of ſociety, and are to be contidered as its 
outcaſts : but if, through the fault of an improper ſyſtem of legiſ- 
lation, or through the mal-adminiſtration of the laws which are 
in force reſpecting the poor, the number of thoſe, who come under 
the deſcription of vagrants, is increaſed ; the laws themſelves, or 
the execution of them, have thrown out of the protection of ſoci- 
ety a number of people who are not vagrants from their own 
fault; and, ſo far, the laws themſelves are accountable for the miſ- 
chief which they have occaſioned ; while the puniſhment, ſevere to 
exceſs, falls on unoffending individuals. In enumerating the par- 
ticular offences which occaſion - perſons to be claſſed under the de- 
ſcription of iale and diferderly-perſons, whom one juſtice may com- 
mit to the houſe of correction, to hard labour, for a month, are 
thoſe who threaten to run away, and leave their wives and children 
to the pariſh, This is a curious offence, certainly not a heinous one, 
for it may confiſt in words only, unaccoinpanied with acts or inten- 
tions; but for this they may be committed ; and, if they reſiſt the 
commitment, or eſcape, are inſtantly to be claſſed among rogues 


and vagabonds, 


All 
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All Nerſens amhoactarn; to the parich whence they hate bai 
more uritaut aletrtif on tand in the ſame! prudica mont: ale 
laninf ſettirnts, therefore; tends 40 increaſe the number of rogue 


andreagabdady;s nd Ati ove bio ol {oa dg eech 
70 Allsperſonz who have not wherewabalyt9,.divg idle; without 
employmehi, und refuſe to;work at the common uſual wages. given 
to other labourers, in the like work, in the pariſh wherein they 
then live, Are aſſo liable Wee and to become 
vagrants. „eic n . Oy as 
An induſtrious bah nellen, who has eee hie wiſe and 
family: creditably and honeſtiy, by his induſtry, if removed, from 
the town Where his trat ia vatrĩed on, to his place | of- ſettlement; 
a: village, here there ĩs nd employment but in huſbandry, muſt, 
of neceſſity, all under this ſdeſtription 3 beeauſe, not being able; 
from different habits) to thoſe of a labourer, to do a fair day's 
work; he will not eaſily find employment. A man does nat give 
up a portion of his natural hberty, and his only property, his abi · 
ty to earn his bread, for this kind of protection ſtom the ſocial 
compact. This _ Rr al in a great meaſure, from the law. 1 
ſettlements. 1. Cn eee e 

All perſons who! run away, and leave theie bene kauihes, 
Went. they become chargeable to any pariſh; are, iſo facto, to be 
deemed rogues and vagabonds; whoſe puniſhment is immediate 
commitment, until the quarter. ſeſſions: then they are liable to 
be committed to hard labour, for. à time not exceeding ſix 
months; and, during their rene to be an by 
whipping. 

In this inſtance, alſo, hs: crime againſt n may not be 
ſufficiently ſerious to deſerven ſo ſevere a puniſhment. Until a poor 
perſon, his wife, or family; has become chargeable to a,pariſh, the 
reſtraining him from-leaving;his home, by the fear of ſo. rigorous, a 
ſentence, does not ariſe abſolutely from neceſſity, and therefore 


the reſtraint is not juſtifiable, on principles of common juſtice, 
The 
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ſnduld not: therefore imithe: firſt inſtanceyelaſs. himramongrogues 
aud yagaboudiv He ſhould. not be: demedꝰan out of fbriety, 
by anticipation of evil: he ſliould have firſt been a.junfoiny:pn/the 
public / fund of charity, before he ſhauld hy fol ſevene n dau be 
reſtrained: of hia liberty. This deſcmiption of the crimt, therefore, 
is too comprehenſiue, and occaſions many innocent ſubjects to be 
claſſed; with, and be ſubjected to, the puniſhment appropriated to 
rogues and vagabonds. 

With but a ſuperſicial knowledge of; the ſubject, were - theſe ſtric- 
tures, on the ſituation of our poor, at firſt undertaken. The pur- 
poſe was, to inveſtigate, and point outithe cauſe of, that vaſt ex- 
penſe, which eyery rank of . ſociety; with reaſon, cumplaing of, in 
maintaining this numerous claſs; of gur fellow ſubjects ; and to ex- 
plain the true foundation of | that yes wretched iſituation in which 
we ſee too many of them; in fact to acc οονt for this: ſtriking pa- 
radox, — that, while millions ſterling are expendeſi in: their relief, 
millions of the poor ſtill ſtand in need of more relief than they re- 
ceive. A diſtant gleam of hope occurred, alſo, to the mind, that, 
by inveſtigating: the; cauſe, of the evil, poſſibly the remedy might 
alſo be diſcovrered. The. method choſen was that of fixing a foun- 
dation, in the fix: principles of fociety, and proceeding -by an hiſ- 
torical analyſis: this has laid me open to ſome apparent contra- 
dictions and miſtakes ; theſe letters being ſent to the preſs, as freſh 
information gave freſu matter, and enabled the writer to proceed in 
developing the hiſtory of the poor, the laws reſpecting them, and 
the opinions of thoſe who have turned their attention to the ſub- 
jet z which miſtakes might have been avoided by a different mode 
of proceeding: but then the communication could not have been 
ptepared for that very uſeful periodical, magazine of agricultural 
intelligence in which it firſt appeared: beſides, probably, by this 
means of treating the ſubject, dogmatic principles or preconceived 


ern are avoided; they, at leaſt, have leſs time to eſtabliſh 
3 themſelves. 


220 LETTBR Xvi. 


themſelves. The mind, which confeſſes it{clf to be emplayed in ab- 
taining information, ds not likely to deal in dogmas and, when the 
profeſſed purpoſe 18: to digaſt annals, as a means of arriving at; a 
„ r mn 
eee n et igt 
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NTIL the eſtabliſhment of literary reviews, the writer of the 
fugitive piece of the day poſſeſſed but little chance of poſt. 
humous reputation. His fame reſembled the life of the epheme- 
ron in duration, as did the production of his ingenuity. that inſect 
by infignificance; both ſoon periſhed, and were alike forgotten: 
unleſs extraordinary merit, or chance, preſerved the one, in the 
libraries of the learned ; and ſcarcity, or beauty, the other, in the 
collections of the naturaliſt, 

But few treatiſes on this ſubject, written in the early part of the 
late reign, are now to be found in the ſhops of the bookſellers. 
Mr. Hay,* a member of the Houſe of Commons, publiſhed, in 
1735, ſome remarks on the laws relating to the poor, with propo- 
ſals for their better relief and employment. Theſe propoſals were 


reduced into the form of an act, and brought into the Houſe the 
ſame year the pamphlet appeared, but did not paſs into a law. 
Among other remarks may be found, in his publication, the fol- 
lowing judicious obſervations : 

te It is certain, that the obligation on each pariſh to maintain its 
own poor, and the conſequence of that, a diſtin& intereſt, are the 
roots from which every evil relating to the poor hath (prung, and 


* Of Glynd, in Suſſex, author of an agreeable Eſay on n 
which 
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Which ever muſt grow up until they are eradicated. Every pariſh 


is in à ſtate of :expenfive war with; alli che treſt of the nation, re- 


gards the poor of all other places as aliens and tures not what be- 
dome of them, if it can but baniſti them i from ts ou Guicty. 
No good, therefore, is ever to be expected till parochiial intereſt is 
deſtroyed, till the poor are taken out of the hands of the overſcers, 
and put under the management of perſons wiſer and more diſ- 

intereſted, and until they be ſet to work on a national, or at leaſt a 
provincial, fund, to arife from benefactions, and the labour of the 
poor, as far as they will go; and what more is wanting to be levied 
by an equal tax,” 

On this principle, he propoſes, that cievery nenfors! be deenged 
legally ſettled in the pariſh where he has continued avyear, | without 
being chargeable; and, if he has gained — then at 
the place of his birth; and, mmm 
he ſhould want relief. rig mor ee :- ansaiiurefin vd 

The heads of the bill, Stich was ehotel, procecded principally 
uchi , and conſiſted chiefly of a plan for a county or diſtrict 
work-houſe, if the county ſhould be too large; to be maintained by 
an equal rate throughout the county, to be governed by twelve 
perſons reſiding in each diſtrict, poſſeſſed of a certain eſtate in 
land, to be drawn'by lot at the quarter- ſeſſions, and incorporated 
by the name of the guardians of the poor within the diſtrict; ſix 
of them annually to go out, and ſix new ones to be choſen in the 
ſame manner; benefactors to be guardians for the time being, in 
proportion to the ſum given. They ſhould be enabled to purchaſe 
lands, in fee, near the middle of the county or diſtrict, thereon to 
erect buildings for the uſe of the poor; to furniſh and provide ſtock 
to ſet the poor at work. To this plan many regulations are an- 
nexed, which, as it never paſſed into a law, it is unneeallagy: to 
tranſcribe them, or any of his reaſons for them, 

From this period until 17 51, no other publication on this ſub- 
je has come to hand ; and, in that year, Mr. Henry Fielding, as 

R well 
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well known to us in theſe days for his excellent novels, replete 
with nature, mirth, and pathos, as he was in thoſe for his ex- 
cellence as a magiſtrate, publiſhed . An Inquiry into the Cauſe of 
the late Increaſe of Robbers, &c. with ſome Propoſals for remedy- 
ing the growing Evil.“ This treatiſe is full of obſervations, 
worthy a man of his abilities and intimate knowledge, from ex—-— 
tenſive experience, as a Middleſex magiſtrate, of this important 
ſubject; a few of his leading * as far as 0 relate to our 
preſent inquiry, ſhall be given. 

After having inveſtigated the nature of the conſtitution of his 
country, as far it relates to the ſubject- matter, and explained what 
he intends by the word conflirution, he divides. the ſubjects of the 
realm into three orders, — the nobility, the gentry, and the com- 
monalty: the laſt diviſion he aſſerts to be vaſtly changed from what 
they were in the days of vaſſalage, and conceives this change to 
have ariſen chiefly from commerce, which has ſuperinduced an 
almoſt unbounded liberty or licentiouſneſs, and a vaſt addition of 
power, to that claſs of people; while, in the mean time, the civil 
power having decreaſed in the ſame proportion, the laut, as at pra- 
ſent adminiſtered, are not able to govern them. 

The ſubject of the firſt ſection is, the too frequent and expenſive 
diverſions of which the lower claſs of people partake ; this, he ſays, 
is one cauſe of thefts and robberies. 

In the ſecond ſection, he conſiders drunkenneſs as à vice which 
the legiſlature has been particularly careful to ſuppreſs, and that 
the only blame in this caſe reſts in the remiſſneſs with which theſe 
wholeſome laws have been executed; and adds, Although I will 
not undertake to defend the magiſtrates of former days, who have 
ſurely been guilty of ſome neglect of their duty, yet, in behalf of 
the preſent commiſſioners of the peace, the caſe is different; they 
are very different offices, to execute a new or a well-known law, or 
to revive one which is obſolete. In the caſe of a known law, 


cuſtom _— men to ſubmiſſion ; — in all new proviſions, the 
ill-will, 
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- B-will, if any, is levelled at the legiſlature, who are much more 
able to ſupport it than a few magiſtrates.” He then expatiates on 
the terrible conſequences ariſing from drunkenneſs, acquired by 
drinking the ſtrongeſt intoxicating liquors, and particularly gin; 
and, in a fine ſpirit of prophecy, foretels the fatal conſequences 
flowing to poſterity from this pernicious practice. Doth not»this 
polluted ſource, inſtead of producing fervants for the huſbandman 
and artificer, inſtead of providing recruits for the ſea or the field, 
promiſe only to fill alms-houſes and hoſpitals, and to infe& the 
ſtreets with ſtench and diſcaſes?” | YL 

The third ſection is on gaming, but as this vice has not, at 
preſent, been fo directly the cauſe of the increaſe of the poor's 
rates, as it has of thefts and robberies, and is not, except in the 
ſhape of an annual lottery, ſo likely to tempt the inhabitants of the 
country as of crowded cities, our author's obſervations on this 
vice need not be recapitulated. 

The fourth ſection contains a review of the laws relating to the 
poor; and, having before run over the conſequences of luxury 
among the lower claſſes of people, in the inſtances of diverſions, 
drunkenneſs, and gaming, as tending to promote their diſtreſſes, 
he confiders the improper regulation of the poor as a ſecond cauſe 
of thefts and robberies; this, he thinks, proceeds from three 
ſources, — the abuſe of ſome laws, the total negle& of others, 
and ſomewhat from a defect in the laws themſelves, He adds, 
that it muſt be matter of aftoniſhment to any man to reflect, that, 
in a country where the poor are, beyond all compariſon, more 
liberally provided for than rin any other part of the world, there 
ſhould be found more beggars, more miſerable diſtreſſed objects, 
than are to be ſeen throughout all the ſtates of Europe. 

The other ſections in this tract relating only to the ſubject im- 
mediately under his conſideration; and not affecting our preſent 


inquiry, no farther extracts ſhall be given of the publication. | 
R 2 ws We 
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We now proceed to a name known to all the civilized world, and 

the particular boaſt of this iſland; not as a legiſlator, not as a 
magiſtrate, but as a poet and a pleaſant moraliſt. | 
A pamphlet, entitled, A compendious or briefe Lexicon 
of certaine ordinary Complaints of diverſe of our Countrymen in 
theſe our Dayes, by William Shakeſpeare, Gentleman, en 
in 1581, was reprinted in 1751 in London. 

The Monthly Review, a valuable collection of criticiſm on and 
repoſitory of moſt that is worth notice in the literary productions 
of the laſt forty years, preſerved the republication of this pamphlet 
to my notice, which certainly, with reſpect to the remote date of 
its original publication, ſhould have ſtood foremoſt in the liſt of 
tracts on the poor; it being written anterior to the great corner- 
ſtone of the poor-laws, the 43d of Elizabeth, and to the * 
of which it might have afforded a valuable hint. 

Although in 1751, when this tract was reprinted, the fame of 
Shakeſpeare had not riſen to that ſtupendous height in the opinion 
of mankind it now poſſeſſes; nor had the anecdotes of his life, and 
criticiſm on his beauties and defects, ſwelled to ſuch a bulk as they 
have fince arrived at, through the ingenious comments of Johnſon, 
Farmer, Stephens, Malone, and others ; yet one ſhould have ima- 
gined that enough had been known of the poet, from Rowe's life 
of him, to have precluded a poſſibility of miſtaking William 
Shakeſpeare, the author of this tract, for our renowned poet: this 
pamphlet being printed in 1581, when, by the pariſh-regiſter of 
Stratford, Shakeſpeare was not above ſeventeen years of age, and 
more probably engaged in the truant pleaſures of youth than in 
writing a ſerious dialogue between a doctor of divinity, a merchant, 
a huſbandman, and a capper ;* in the handling of which, the re- 
viewers ſay, the author diſcovers a much greater knowledge of 
trade and commerce than people would be apt to expect from a 


* Capper, one who makes and ſell caps. Johxsox. 
Pg 1 | Poet. 
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poet. The depth of obſervation and knowledge of mankind, as 
well as of trade and commerce, which was poſſeſſed by the writer 
of this tract, whoever he may have been, may be conceived from 
the following quotation from it, which appears to ſtrike deeper at 
the principle of the poor-laws, as far as it reſpects compulſive in- 
duſtry, than any other argument which has fallen under my recol- 
lection. 1 K. | 8 
It is an old ſaying in Latin, bones alit artes, that is to ſay, 
profit or advancement nouriſheth every faculty; which ſaying is ſo. 
true, that it is allowed by the common judgement of all men. We 
muſt underſtand alſo, that all things that ſhould be done in a 
commonwealth be not to be conſtrayned by the ſtraight penal- 
ties of the law; but ſome ſo, and ſome either by allurement, 
and rewardes rather. For what law can compel men to be induſ. 
trious in travayle, or labour of body; or ſtudious to learne any 
ſcience or knowledge of the minde : to theſe things they may well 
be provoked, encouraged, and allured, if they that be induſtrious 
and painful be rewarded well for their paines, and be ſuffered to 
take gaynes and wealth as rewardes of their labours, and fo, like- 
wiſe, they, that be learned, be advanced, and honoured, according 
to their forwardneſs in learning ; every body will then ſtudy to be 
induſtrious in bodily labour, or ſtudious in things that pertayne to 
knowledge. Take theſe rewardes away from them, and go about 
to compel them by laws thereto, what man will plough or dig the 
ground, or exerciſe any manual arte, wherein is any paine ?” 

As every act of parliament, reſpecting the poor, proceeds on a 
principle of compulſion only, and is not intermixed with rewards 
or encouragement incitive to induſtry, the preſent ſyſtem of laws 
militates with this humane and ſenſible obſervation of Mr, William 
Shakeſpeare ; and it may be the price of our labour, in a future 
part of this inquiry, to conſider whether the principle of the poor- 
laws would not be meliorated by intermixing allurements to in- 
duſtry with compulſion ; but, as the chief ſcope in this pamphlet 

was 
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was to recommend the manufacturing our on wearing-apparel, 
inſtead of going to a foreign market, for our own materials worked 
up by foreigners; a queſtion which ſeems to have excited the at- 
tention of the ſenſible part of the nation, a few years after the 
Duke d' Alva's ſeverities had driven manufactures and commeret 
from the Spaniſh Netherlands into this iſland; the tract itſelk 
contains little more on our ſubject worth tranſcribing. 

Towards the end of 1751, an anonymous publication made its 
appearance, entitled, Confiderations on feveral Propoſals for the 
better Maintenance of the Poor :” the author's deſigu is, to prove 
that the preſent ſyſtem is ſufficient, if properly executed; and with 
great reaſpn is he averſe to leaving the poor to be maintained by vo- 
luntary contribution, or accidental charity only; becauſe they, ha- 
ving now, for near two hundred years, been maintained by a regular 
ſyſtem of laws, enforcing contribution, thouſands would periſh, trade 
would greatly ſuffer, and much confufion would arife from fach a 
total change of fyſtem ; he thinks, that the divifion into pariſhes is 
ſufficiently. large ; becauſe a multitude can be beſt governed by a 
diviſion into ſubordinate parts; and conceaves, that the internal po- 
lice was better regulated when the counties were divided into hun- 
dreds, theſe hundreds into decennaries, and each man of the deern- 
nary was anſwerable for the reſt; he propoſes a more ſtrict inſpection 
into the conduct of the poor, and of ale-houſes, by the conſtables 
of the diſtrict, who ſhould make regular weekly returns ta the 
high-conſtables, and theſe to make monthly returns to the juſtices 
at their petty ſeffions : on the whole, there appears to be much 
good ſenſe, knowledge of, and attention to, the * of the 
conſtitution i in this tract. 
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ARLY in the year 1752, Thomas Alcock, A. M. gives his 

opinion on the ſubject, and profeſſes himſelf highly diſſatiſ- 
fied with the manner of providing for the poor: he diſlikes compul- 
foe relief,, and thinks it hath a tendency. to hurt induſtry, care, 
and frugality. ;- the ſluggard, on the preſumption that he hath a 
right to relief, is tempted to continue in ſloth; and the glutton as 
he receives his gains cats them, and the drunkard drinks them; in 
ſhort, men labour leſs, and ſpend more; and the very law that 
provides for the poor increaſes the number of the poor : compul- 
ſion to relieve, he {ays, is contrary to the principle of charity, and 
deſtroys gratitude in the receivers, creates ill blood, murmuring, 
and indignation, on the fide of the contributor : © it muſt be allow- 
ed, therefore, that the poor-law tends to deſtroy charity, eſpecially 
when the legal exaction is ſo very high, that no leſs a ſum than 
three millions yearly,. at a medium, is levied for this purpoſe, which 
is equal to a land-tax at fix ſhillings in the pound; add to this, 
that the ſhameleſs, the impudent, the idle, and leaſt deſerving, run 
away with this vaſt ſum; while the modeſt, the baſhful, and really 
indigent, are ſuffered to languiſh. in the moſt diſtreſsful circum- 
ſtances imaginable,” . 

It is impoſſible in \ this place to avoid obſerving upon the fact 
ſtated, that tbree millions were raiſed by legal exaction yearly, about the 
year 1751, for the poor; or, in other words, that the poor's rate 
at that time amounted to three millions yearly ; the fa& appears to 
be queſtionable ; but, as the account of the poor's rates, returned 
by the different pariſhes throughout the kingdom, does not go 
back to this period, and no other proof to the contrary can be at 
preſent advanced, Mr. Alcock muſt be allowed credit for the aſſer- 
tion, that three millions were raiſed by the poor's rate annually, 

about 
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about the year 17513 becauſe, the nature of his argument, as well 
as the pointed expreſſion, Ig exaZ#ion, preclude the idea of his 
mixing the numerous charitable funds and contributions through. 
out the kingdom to ſwell the produce to that enormous ſum. © 
PE Now, the Wintſo r-table of the prices of wheat, which has been 
once before referred to, ſtates the price, in 1750, at 10. 8s, 10d; a 
quarter; and, in 1751, at Il. 148: 24.; in 1785, at 10. 165; 114. : 
but, by the overſeers returns to the Houſe of Commons, the pd6or's 
rate, in 178 5. amounted only to'2,184,904/.: the expenſes of the 
poor were, therefore, leſs in that year, than in 1750, above 
800,000. and wheat 8s, a quarter more; another proof that the 
price of bread increaſing has not t been the cauſe of an eve in 
the poor's rat“ * 
It would extend this i inquiry to a tedious length, if e 
which has been offered in print, on the maintenance and employ- 
ment of the poor, were to be detailed. Mr. Alcock, 'whoſe lan- 
guage is rather declamatory than argumentative, likewiſe offers his 
plan; the intent of which is, to relieve the indigent, wi without op- 
preſſing the public in ſuch an intolerable manner. He is not for 
| repealing the poor-laws, but only for amending them; and, among 
other matters, propoſes a plan of hundred work-houſes, to conſiſt 
of three parts ; one for the impotent, the able, and the induſtrious 
poor; the ſecond for the fick ; and the third for the vagrant and 
idle poor ; to be built and furniſhed at the expenſe of the ſeveral 
pariſhes, in proportion to what they paid, at a medium, for main- 
taining the poor, the laſt four years. The overſeers of the pariſhes 
to be governors thereof, annually, by rotation; and all perſons that 


* In 1680, a regular eſtimate was made of the poor's rate, and it amounted to 
665,362/. ; and, in 1772, it amounted to 3,000,000/.: in 1680, wheat was 24. a quar- 
ter; in 1772, it was 2/. 15s. 1d. here the price of wheat is increaſed little more than 
one-third, and the rates more than quadrupled. ANNUAL REGi8TER, 1773. 


beg, 
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beg, or aſk relief, to be ſent to this houſe, and immediately admit- 
ted, on an order i gned by the ouerſeers of the reſpective pariſhes ; 
and no money, n nen od be ee | 
to the parith by the!.overſcers.. - 

The ſubjrct ſeems now to Have Ea W495 * attention * ſome 
- enlightened minds among the higher orders in the ſtate. The Earl 
of Hilſborough and r Richard Lloyd drew up two ſeparate plans 
imm ford of; e, een bat neither of them UN 
into a law. i e 

The Earl, by his plan; b in 1 nde to repeal all 
he peorelawy,:; and to deſtroy every idea of ſettlements and remo- 
vals; and to re- enact, with ſome alterations, the clauſes appointing 
overſeers, the mode of levying a rate, the laws reſpecting baſtard- 
children, binding apprentices, rendering parents and children mu- 
tually liable to maintain each other; and propoſes, that, in every 
county, there ſhall be one corporation, conſiſting of ſuch perſons 
who ſhall ſubſcribe, and pay, annually, not leſs than 5/. towards 
the relief of the poor of the county, who ſhall be called governors 
of the poor, and who may purchale: lands, make GR: rn 
officer s, &c. with ſalaries. | 

That one or two hoſpitals be erefted i in every ert in theſe 
hoſpitals to be three diſtinct apartments, for the children, the aged, 
the diſeaſed. The charges of the building, furniture, and mate- 
rials, to be paid out of the contributions, and out of ſuch money 
as may be granted for that purpoſe by parliament, and out of an 
aſſeſſment, for two years, of 3d. in the pound, annually, and an 
aſſeſſment of 6d. in the pound for maintaining the poor admitted 
into theſe hoſpitals : the profits of any work done in them, alſo, to 
be added to the reveriue of the hoſpital. 

Many good rules are alſo given by the Earl for the internal regu- 
lation of theſe hoſpitals, but of too minute a nature to render a 
tranſcription: of them neceſſary. 


8 Sir 
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Sir Richard. Lloyd's, plan, prindpally canüſtg of g, houſs.of in- 
gultey for UB ay Tala be or, I is. aſto- 
An ? np Fan Po Ange d. fc /a. name of 
1 inenge has, recommended ſuch- an inſtitution, and. except 
—— — of the und 
Ah idea, into execution, although many individuals have 

e Play is feaſible, and. experienco: has/now; Roanded 
es 77 ns. of its encelles human reaſon 
alone wWa bre to give. Sunday-ſchools, chocls, which, Mulch, be, as it 
Wir the apex of the ſtructure, the laſt finiſh of the plan i it 

to. | haped, now. be made uſe of as the ground- work and; 

| Chile & ty, uniting with. religion, influences us tv tales · care of 
the religious ſentiment of the riſing generation of the poorz by 
inſtructing them in g and the quties they owe. to · God] and 
wan on; a Sunday, let the good, Principles, the patrons of theſe 
en ane wow by, influence. thæm to attend; to;: the in- 
45 | habits of their young: (pupils. through. che ochet deys of 

e week liratt 

Ehis ſcheme, « of Sir Richard's. recites, that, whereas the/educa- 
tion of the children of the poor cannot be ſo Well effected, nor the 
poor byſs comfortably, nor at ſo caſy a price, maintained in ſmall 
num | families, as in large and well-ordered 
houſes bet apan for that purpoſe, therefore the: juſtices, in ſoſſions, 
ſhall divide the county into as many diſtricts as they ſhall think 
proper; and that they, and alſo, other perſons of conſiderable 
eſtate ſhall be choſen. as jurors, are, and ſhall be, guardians: of 
the poor within each diſtrict ; and 1 d, a certain 

| wr! 

* The Wia of *U Board of Trade, ahem up by Mr. nent had not at this 


time, fallen into my hands; and, when this was Written, it was not generally known, that f 
the Memoir exiſted entire ; only detached parts of it had been quoted. The laſt edition of 
an Atcount of the Society for promoting Induſtry in the County of Lincoln has, by 
permiſſion of John Pownah Eſq. e the means of ee this e 
Paper public. wa} {+ wor | $164” 
( + 4 11485 14 2 he j 9... C: 
9 4 ſum 


oy 


i 
—— wow 
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Sum fall de Alls SUN © they Mall be n bödyzcbröbidte, mal! 
möke byk-Iaw v, point officers and fervadity; be rel eee 
into66rinittels; hl parchaſe Mack en which 1 to bütld u Fuſe 
of induſtry, nd ether convenient” für 16681 is he 
piofingithe” poor widkih "the Britt? the "expend" ts" 
by lotedry; 2 und by An e 
ekargvs, fx W defer Te, afrebivards,”t 8 
beifehſed vy an a ert oh the ſereral p atiſhies, in pr. Pp roportion | 
themumber of pobr they: — 2 PU) along ol? 
No other alteration'is propoſed to be made in the Pest. Hare, per 10 
does chix pam provide any com putii ex tnerns 10 oblige the Pook to 
ſend their children to the houſt or induſtry on the whole, K « it PU 
pears u vrryerude und ihdigeſtud ſchieme. 025 | 
bete Biekdingt, in a Frateyplthr;" Entiihed; bn, fer 
an effe ua Proviſion for the Pöbr, pt 31 e gain offers 
his advice on the ſubje&,' and bibpoted 8 checke, en lee, 
in Dev W us fupptonettary” the 60 2 
Speaking vf ute neceſſity of tine tegulttiogs] fi ths "that * the 
— a very greet burthen; imd cen 4 nviſinte; to the king- 
dom; that the laws for relieving theif diltreltes, md”. reſtraining 
their vices; have not'unfwered their purports,” And, at Preſent, that 
they ure very. ill provided” for, and / worſt Foverned, are trüths 
which every man will acknowledge; und chat every mam who 
bath any property muſt feel che weight of that tax, which is 16- 
vied for the uſe of the poor; and evety perſon, who hath'any un- 
derſtanding. muſt ſee how abſurdiy it is applied. 80 very uſcleſs, 
indeed, is this heavy tax, and ſo wretched its diſpoſition, that it is 
a qͥueſtion whether the poor or the rich are actually more diflatiC- 
fied, or have indeed greateſt reaſon to be ſo, fince the plunder of 
the one ſerves ſo little to the real advantage of the other. The 
ſufferings of the poor are, indeed, leſs known than their miſdeeas, - 
and therefore we ate leſs apt to pity them]! They —_ and 
8 2 reeze, 
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itte Bhd Hor long besen dar dere, Hh Mel, a 
rad. use g theit derte 2» (VE DIR 388 o MILO M03, + beg 
He then A plan for the Gg of Middleſct; Wirten) f 
ſücelfskuf- WHY be flowed ff other coüttties) bert gives ät, as Bib 
80068, Wat c dlviftgtt, Lefbs Tara hebe Ectntty: Wilk anger 
the Wort- The feat of vich A: d e eee ee 
Were be large bu „cöhffſting bf tice eos, | 
aütermoſt df the conrts/'t6' be calle the county one, Ad 
the {HHermiolt to be called tlie hrity-bouſt bf corrigion, with al tha 
pal nts: 18 9! Rog xs. 9 21611 1B Die 20 11010 log 10 
he, dn -theſt touſts, the men and women be- kept * entirety" 
| Chat dan each other! 7517, (PL 18461 Yd pvlliga bis 152 
That the coüfity-houſe hall itt"of" lodgings for che o 
.cergs.. of lodging wem id” of RR eee for the labour.” 
Tange gore om 


will cellarag E81 suoi 0840 i £4 baite;ab n bas, vr tg 


"3 Z 6 &. 


That the Ned bl f Lotion" tunffit of lodging bomb r 
the officers ; of lodgirig-rootts, and wofking- rooms, for the priſo- 
ners 1 of an infirmaty ; *of a /ufting-rvom ; of ſeveral cells, or dun- 
geons ; of à large room, with iron grates, which ſhall be conti - 
guotis to, and look into, the chapel. 

That thett mall be houſe for the governor, -one for- the de. 
puty- - governor, one för the cha plain, one for the treaſurer, and one 
for the receiver- general of the houſe; and that like wiſe there be 
built, on each fide of the county-houſe, nine houſes, for Providing 
the labourers and priſoners with the neceſſaries of life, 

Theſe, with many other leſs important, regulations are the 
whole, of Mr. Fielding's plan; on which, and alſo on his ideas 
on the ſubject of the poor, the nn obſervations ſhall be ven- 
tured: 3? as 

That they are collected from an intimate Akhonlidee of the 
widtchednels and villa) which prevail among the loweſt elaſe 
of our fellow - creatures, in the: {on of an overgrown metro- 

polis. 


710 Tha 92 24 12 * 11 


40 
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polis, That the pictnre which he draws, af them 1s tog aver-. 


charged; the outline too hard; and, it is to he bopgd,.it 4s Father 


a caricature qt het f of meine aan. Ararat 
repreſentation..of cayntry-mannecy een ig, thekk, 1 7 
lazineſs. and debauchery, axe in, laagne ba BN) h FR 
human miſery complete. His ꝓlan is alſo. gf, arpiecg Vith. 
pictures therefore, w read of; dungeons, cells, iron pate, 
faſting·Tooma; although; he, indeed, apologizes far the laſt, gn 
tha. experience af cheir good effect. in bridewells, and other hauſcs, 
of correction 3 but, beſides all this, the expenſe attending building 
ſuch large offices, together with houſes for about half · a- dozen fi- 
cers, and conſequently ſalaries, that they may be able to live in their 
honſes, is ſuch an expenſe as would ſtartle any en. although 
Middleſex ſhould have ſet a ſucceſsful example. 


It does not appear that he, legiſlature, in conſequence of the 
reaſoning and plans detailed in theſe ingenious tracts, made any 


alterations in the ſtatute- law. of the kingdom. The arguments, 
as well as the plan, fell to the ground, not having made a ſuf- 
ficient impreſſion on the mind of parliament to occaſion any of 
them to paſs into a law, although ſeconded by the weight of no 
mean ability and by the influence of men of, canſiderable conſe- 
quence, the vagrant · act, and that which reſpects the regulation of 
the poor's rate, being the only acts, on this head of internal police, 
which paſſed until towards the cloſe of the reign, of our late king; 
and the date of theſe acts is anterior to the pamphlets which have 
juſt been noticed, 

The multitude of inſtances, affecting to humanity and decency, 
which aroſe from the depravity and wretchedneſs of the numerous 
proſtitutes who haunt the ſtreets of the metropolis, occaſioned, 
about the year 1758, ſome gentlemen, of equal generoſity as huma- 
nity, to enter into a ſubſcription, which laid the foundation of the 
Magdalen - Houſe. The ſubject becoming a faſhionable topic of con- 
veclation, many aſguments on the good hich, might be e 


to 


n 
(ES _— - - 
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to ariſe framaſuehꝭ an inſtitutiun were heldyſia iplans wore 
offered; among others; a plan forreſtablidh 5 ur 
expoſed and deſerted women and girls, and for penitent proſtitutis; 
togethepdrithConfiderations, relating to the poor and po- laws of 


_ Englgridi/onemerieteryin 1758, by J. Maticr, who appears to he 
been, oc ſubjects as well as this, | 4 'well-metning: aridiien- 


lightednpwaeſtor; The principul : part ef this publication das 
oocupied on itheſo daſtitutioas nd con ſequentiy not in point with 
our inquiry; but he alſo threw out ſome ſenfible-hants oni the ſub- 


ject af the: poor and the nnen et will de proper to 


take ſoine notioe. ; £198 7g ho OT 9513 10 Act 
ls aſſerts, that the great pany 4 eee 

to parochial ſettlements, and that the intreaſe of thieves, beggars, 

and proſtitutes, is immediately cnuſed by want of employment, 


and, in ſome meaſure, by want of proper proviſion for miſtreſiſed 
working people, when out of the Pariſhes 20 which they belong 


and partly to the ſeverity of our pbor- aus, in W fare 
. to begging as to ſtea ling 1 

He apprehends, that monopolizing farms amd; cl>ciadiofarnich 

common lands are among the cauſes of an increaſe of the poor. 

He attempts alſo to prove, by authorities, that ſubſtantial people 
have decreafed in number; and aſſerts, that our interior weakneſs, 
the precarious ſtate of bur trade, aud the great increaſe of the poon 
are primarily, or principally, cauſed by removing. multitudes, from 
our natural and fixed bafis-land, to the artificial and ane _ 
trade. 

A new ſyſtem is alſo propoſed 1 him, for e i, 
and ordering, the poor, which he. divides into ten propoſitions ; of 
theſe only the firſt three ſhall be noticed, becauſe theſe only are 
properly f 22 and the reſt in the nature of n W. 
lations. 

Fir, That the dg of maintaining the poor ſhall be Amal 


borne by the wealthy and ſubſtantial inhabitants; that the ſame 
ſnall 


ER Tur , ugg 


thalt ba afleifed:by:thet rents of houſes: and lands, and that each 
— OY 55 a pound rate on the full annual 
— oqats.: tinsq 10t ne ig bas nemo] b9r1915b bas batoquy = 
Sandy That every pine bees minded 'be:equally 
entitled thereta, im any city; town, pariſh. orextrayparehial: plage, 
without reganding where ſuch perſon was born or had lived; 
bind That a competent numben of houſes of tmaintenance and 
employ be eſtabliſned for cha reception of all poor perſons; within 
cath county reſpoctively. SMOL 1140 wenn ONS 35, 11d - FUL Pitt 100 
 Wittnceſpecd' to theſe-threo propoſitions, the firſt leaves the prin/ 

ciple of the poor's rate exactly as it is at preſent ;, the ſecond-is im- 
practicable in the full extent intended; and the thigd a a _ 
dation · for an immenſe expenſe in buildings. 

Inn ye g a ſhorts anonymous tract appeared, in which the 
 writerigives it as his opimqn; that the / principles ane falſe on which: 

the poor · las are founded; particularly this, that it is reaſonable: 
every pure im the kingdom ſhould; maintain itt own per; and 
aſſerts, that they ought to be relieved where they are in want of 
relief, and he etaployed here they are moſt uſeful; andi to effect 
this, that the fund to ſupport them be national, not parochial: This: 
writer offers his plan alſo, and propoſes; that all charities; hoſpi- 
tals, work-houſes, &c. be ingrafted into a general plan for the 
relief of the poor; and the ſeveral members thereof be united into 
a corporate body, to take the appellation Sir Joſiah Child gave 
them, and be called fathers of the poor. | 

There alſo were publiſhed, about this time, ſome well-intended 
tracts, which recommend deereaſing the number and regulating 
the conduct of ale-houſes; a very proper, nay a neceſſary, ſtep: 
towards a well-ordered internal police: ale - houſes are undoubtedly: 


at preſent a principal origin of the evil complained of; but it 
ſurely might be poſſible to reſtrain their bad tendency, and make 
them in one reſpect a convenience to the laborious poor; inſtead 


of | "ty into the power of licenſed ale-houſes to draw every 
9 
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ſixpence from their pockets and n n Gai 
breaſts; if, under the authority of the preſent ſubſiſting laws, the 
magiſtrates would be more ſtrict in reſtraining them from permit- 
ting tippling, and not licenſe any ale-houſe where there was not 
kept a ſtock of beer conſtantly on ſale to thoſe, only, who 
carry it home, of a ſtrength equal to common table-beer, | and 
at a price which would allow of a moderate profit only. The 
authority of . magiſtrates, over the conduct of thoſe they licenſe 
to keep ale-houſes, is great indeed; and every exertion of their 


authority to - preſerve ſobriety and regularity among the lower 


claſſes of the people, who are the principal cuſtomers to theſe 


' ſhops of drunkenneſs, is in the ſtrict line of their duty, The 


leading principle in the Court of King's Bench, which ſuperintends 
the conduct of the magiſtracy of the kingdom, is favourable to 
ſuch a ſtrict diſcharge of office; and were they, in that diſcharge, 
rather to exceed, than fall ſhort, of their legal authority, while 
the intention was right, that court would hold them blameleſs. It 
is only when intereſted views or ſelfiſh principles influence their 
conduct, that the Court of King's Bench reprimands and puniſhes 


magiſtrates. 


6 LETTER XX, 


E are now arrived at an æra, when the arms of Great 
Britain were carrying its fame and dominion to the 
remoteſt parts of the globe: an æra, when this iſland, in proſ- 


perity, political conſequence, and reputation, was, by many of 
its moſt ſanguine patriots, conceived to have ariſen to its acme ; 


and when, by many, alſo, whoſe opinions carried weight with 
them, it was believed to have ſtretched its credit almoſt to its 
deſtruction ; and, while it was riſing in fame, to be ſinking, in 

fac, 


= 
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fakt, unden theuimmerſe load of its national debt: exp fierice has 
now-provee"to wis}ackar* both theſe" cnesptions f ouf Multibn, 
formed «at: tho tDπmencement of- tlie preſent᷑ reign,” were thtidlly 
removed from truth; our proſperity an polifſaPebnſW{titAte, iow 
that above thirty years bf His (pref Majeſty's eff ids Paffed 
over, Bontinue tolfficreaſe; f age à hundred Milffor! hs Aft 
. (Ben added tothe ftfettar debt! „is Eu draw 23119 & 16 
1nThigiv avpatades, hide poHtictans may atterußt to” e platt it 
reſpects our iſudject md farther than as che ifiterhal happfnẽfs f the 
maſs of individuals: dhe form the population of the Kchgdöth, Way 
bo imereſted. Has their proſperity increaſed progredively With tat 
of the(ftate ? is a queſtion of forte importance; if it has, dur Wars, 
ourt treaties, our taxes; the gh political ſituation this kingdom 8 
now ifills, have operated to getteraf good; they have increaſed the 
general ſtoek of ptoſperity and Rapptmeſd: but; if the reverſe is fact; 
if, among the mafs of | otir/ felow-fbje&s, mot idletfeſs, more diſ- 
ſipation, wWorſe principles, wWorſe hablts, and * heir conſequences, 
greater pe rty und diſtreſs, prevail among them; What is all our 
boaſted greathefs our hig name fof wealth, profperity, ' and'poli- 
tical conſequence, but a ſplendid pall, to conceal from view the 
hideous appearance of mortal wretchedneſs? | 
That this 1s the caſe; that the aggregate of miſery is greater 
among the poor than it was; that the axiom, it has increaſed, is in- 
creaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed, is to the full as true as ever was 
the ſame axiom when applied to the influence of the crown, no 
one who ſees their preſent wretchedneſs, and knows the amount of 
the rates raiſed for their relief, will heſitate to allow; and, while 
this remarkable ſentence is applied to their miſerable fituation, with 
equal force will it apply to the revenue raiſed for their relief. But 
what has the legiſlature done throughout this period to diminiſh 
their diſtreſs" or our © expenſes? Nothing, or next to nothing: 
the legiſlature has treated the ſubject as the phyſician, whoſe hu- 
manity exceeds his (kill, treats'his patient, whoſe caſe he deſpaits 
1 T of : 
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of : he preſcribes narcotie palliatives, and exerts his knowledge to 
render leſs painful that cataſtrophe which he cannot prevent. 

That this apathy. or inattention of parliament, to the ſituation 
of the poor, has not been exaggerated, will clearly appear by the 
following notices of the ſtatutes which reſpect them, culled from a 
farrago of fourteen volumes of public legiſlative acts, containing 
above one thouſand chapters, paſſed in thirty-one years of the 
preſent reign ; among which, the firſt fourteen years contain not a 
| ſyllable upon the ſubject, except an act paſſed in the ſecond year, 
cap. 22, which reſpects the metropolis only; being an act for the 
keeping regular, uniform, and annual, regiſters of all pariſh- poor 
infants under a certain age, within the bills of mortality; as a 
means of preſerving the lives of infants under the age of four years. 

But local inconvenience and diſtreſs have nevertheleſs, during 
this period, occaſioned many diſtricts, hundreds, and pariſhes,” to 
apply to parliament for aſſiſtance, and to be petitioners for acts for 
the better relief and employment of the poor within the diſtricts 
reſpectively applying: among a number of theſe, we ſhall find, in 
the year 1764, acts for the better relief and employment of the 
poor, within the hundreds of Blything, Boſmere, and Claydon, 
Samford, Mutford, Lothingland, and Wangford, in the county of 
Suffolk; the conveniences and inconveniences, ariſing from the 
carrying into execution the acts of parliament, in the ſeveral hun- 
dreds thus incorporated, at their own requeſt, by parliament, ſhall 
be attended to in another place, by a digeſt of the beſt information 
that can be obtained from the incorporated pariſhes ; but, at pre- 
ſent, a detail of what the legiſlature has done on the general ſub- 
ject ſhall be purſued, 

In 1775, parliament repealed an act of Elizabeth, againſt erect- 
ing and maintaining cottages ; which had reſtrained the building 
them, unleſs four acres of land was laid to each cottage ; and had 
alſo reſtrained the owners from placing more families than one in 


= cottage, or receiving any inmates z becauſe it appeared, as 
ſtated 
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ſtated by the preamble to the act repealing, that it laid the induſ- 
trious poor under great rd and tended very much to leſſen 
population. 

The 16th of Geo. III. cap. 40. in its preamble, ſtates, that the 
great and increaſing expenſe of maintaining and providing for the 
poor, and their continual diſtreſſes notwithſtanding, make it highly 
expedient for the legiſlature to take this great ſubject into their 
ſerious conſideration, And that information of the fate of the poor 
and the nature of thoſe expenſes are neceſſary to be procured, to 
enable the two houſes of parliament to judge of proper remedies 
to redreſs thoſe grievances; and that ſuch information cannot be 
effectually obtained, without the aid and authority of parliament. 

Therefore it is enacted, that the overſeers of the poor through- 
out that part of Great Britain, called England and Wales, fhall - 
make returns upon oath to certain queſtions ſpecified in the act, 
relative to the ſtate of the poor; and that the juſtices of peace, 
within their reſpective diviſions, be authorized and requeſted to 
take ſuch returns on oath, and to cauſe them to be tranſmitted to 
the clerk in parliament, Then follow the ſeveral clauſes preſcribing 
the means to effect this end, and alſo a ſehedule of the queſtions 
to which anſwers are to be returned, 

There now ſeemed to be a ferious intent in the legiſlature to in- 
veſtigate this important queſtion ; and a preamble better adapted to 
the purpoſe, and more expreſſive of the ſerious magnitude of the 
ſubject, the neceſlity of inveſtigating it, and remedying the evils 
complained of, could not have been prefixed to the enacting clauſes; 
and theſe clauſes are in general well calculated to obtain the end 
required; but ſurely an omiſſion appears in the ſchedule of queſ- 
tions annexed. 

I. What was the amount of the aſſeſſments for the relief of the 
poor in the year ending at Eaſter, 1976 ? 

II. How much of thoſe aſſeſſments was applied for the relief or 
on account of the poor, and how much for the payment of county- 
® 2 rates, 
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rates, or any other purpoſes ? diſtinguiſhing, alſo, the amount of 
what was paid for the rent of work-houſes, or paid or allowed 
for habitations for the poor; and if any poor reſide in houſes. built 
at the expenſe of the pariſh, gs or place, ſtate the total 
annual value of ſuch houſes. 

III. What number of poor hk reached conſtant relief 3 
that year, and what has been the _— thereof, as near as the- 
ſame can be eſtimated ? | 

IV. Is there a work-houſe-in the parich ? if ſo, what number of 
poor will it accommodate ? : 

V. What was expended in litigations about aalen remo-- 
vals, appeals, or other diſputes, concerning the poor within that 
year, diſtinguiſhing how much of ſuch expenſes aroſe from diſ- 
putes with pariſhes, townſhips, or places, not within the county, 
riding, diviſion, precinct, ſoke, franchiſe, liberty, city, or county 
corporate, wherein ſuch-pariſh, townſhip, or place, lay ? 1 

The return made from the poor- rates to parliament, ſtated to be 
from Eaſter, 1775, to Eaſter, 1776, in anſwer to the preceding 
queſtions, amounted, as appears in the Annual e for 1777, 
to the following total reſult: | 


Money raiſed. | |  County-Rates. 
7 4 3 Le fo. 4. 
England = 1,679,585 o 0 — 131,387 18 11 
Wales 40, 73114 7 — 6,268 119 
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The continual diſtreſſes of the poor are mentioned, in the pre- 
amble to the act, as one of the ſtrong inducements to the inquiry; 
and, alſo, that information of the fate of the poor is neceſſary to 
be procured. Does any one of theſe queſtions in the ſchedule reach 
this point? Does any of the queſtions aſk, what are the pre- 
vailing diſtreſſes among the poor in your pariſh? Do they ariſe 
from their own extravagance, or from the price of labour? Are 
the neceſſaries of life riſen in price? Has the earnings of the poor 
riſen proportionably > What is the ſtate of their morals? Are 
they greater drunkards, more lazy, than heretofore? Is the num- 
ber of ale-houſes increaſed within the laſt fifty years? Is the pro- 
duce of exciſe in your pariſh more than formerly, and to what 
amount? Theſe or ſome ſimilar queſtions. would have expoſed 
the cauſe of the diſtreſſes of the poor, and their real ſtate; which, 
if the overſeers could not have anſwered, the reſiding clergyman's 
knowledge of the ſubject might have been called in aid, and the 
information, ſtated as neceſſary. in the. preamble, would have been 
obtained, But all this part of the inveſtigation is forgotten in the 
act itſelf ; and the inquiry goes ſolely to the quantum of the rate, 
and the mode of expenditure, 

And what great leading regulation followed from this TRE 50x 
inquiry? What was the happy reſult from this great body of in- 
formation obtained by all the force and energy of the conſtitu- 
tional legiſlature? Alas 


Parturiunt montes ! 


But nothing was brought forth. This maſs of information, thus- 
conſtitutionally obtained, has ſerved for nothing but waſte- paper: 
and a neceſſary ſolemn inquiry, anſwered on oath, which coſt the 
nation thouſands of pounds, and the magiſtrates and overſeers of 
the poor, throughout the kingdom, not a little trouble and atten« 
tion, tended to no one good end whatever. Surely, when theſe 
great phyſicians of the ſtate had felt the pulſe of the patient, and 

weighed, 
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weighed, with due ſolemnity, every ſymptom of internal decay, 
they found themſelves unequal to 2 the cure, and gave up 


the caſe as loſt. 
Two years after the return of the overſcers had been received 


by the clerk in parliament, inſtead of any code of police, affecting 
this very important ſubject, we find a trivial, yet very proper, al- 
teration in one of the ſections of the 43d of Eliz. changing the 
period, to which pariſh-apprentices ſhall be bound by indenture, to 
the age of twenty-one years, inſtead of twenty-four. This is ef- 


fected by 17 Geo, III. cap. 48. 
Many applications,” from particular pariſhes, diſtricts, and hun- 


' dreds, ſtill continued to be made to parliament, for acts to relieve, 


regulate, and maintain, the poor, within their reſpective local ſitu- 
ations ; and many acts accordingly paſſed, much, it is to be hoped, 
to the general good of the places applying. Amongſt others, 
paſſed in the 19th of this reign, are two, incorporating the hun- 
dreds of Hartſmere, Hoxne, and Thredling, the hundred of Coſ- 
ford, (except the pariſh 6f Hadleigh,) and alſo the pariſh of Pol- 
ſted, in Suffolk. The fair concluſion to be drawn from theſe in- 
ſtances is, that, as the legiſlature felt the ſubje& at large of too 
great a magnitude for their attention, thoſe diſtrifts, moſt preſſed 
by the urgency of neceſlity, found themſelves obliged, at their own 
expenſe, to apply for leave to take care of themſelves. 

By ſtat. 20. Geo. III. cap. 46. it is directed, that all perſons to 


whom any children ſhall be appointed to be bound, in purſuance of 


any act for the relief of the poor in any particular diſtrict in 
England, /hall be obliged to provide for them; but that no perſon 
{hall be compellable to take a poor child apprentice, except he be an 
inhabitant and occupier of lands, &c. in the pariſh'to which ſuch 
child ſhall belong; and that baſtards born in houſes of induſtry 

{hall belong to the mother's pariſh, 
In the 22d year of this reign a long act paſſed, entitled, © An 
Act for the better Relicf and Employment of the Poor ;” which, al- 
though 
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though not ſo expreſſed in the preamble, appears to be an aggre- 
gate of all the beſt regulations which had been brought before par- 
liament by the multitude of acts which had of late years paſſed for 
incorporating pariſhes, particular diſtricts, and hundreds, and main- 
taining and employing the poor therein, 

The conſiderable length this act is extended to, comprehending 
in it all the neceſſary directions for the proceeding of pariſhes,. 
where two-thirds of the owners and occupiers of land agree to- 
unite, the mode of appointing the different neceſſary officers: 
and their duties, the qualification of the voters at their meet- 
ings, the application of the poor's rate raiſed in the different 
pariſhes uniting, together with the multifarious directions re- 
ſpecting the internal police of an united houſe of induſtry, would 
render the moſt conciſe abridgement of this act too long for the at- 
tention of thoſe who may run the eye over theſe curſory obſerva- 
tions. Beſides that it would be of no real ſervice, as any pariſhes. 
wiſhing to unite, on the power and principles of the act, muſt have 
recourſe to the act itſelf, which appears to have thus much uſe in it, 
that it renders the expenſe of obtaining an act of parliament unne- 
ceſſary, provided the parties agreeing to unite are ſatisfied with this 
code of regulations, and can make them coincide well with their. 
own views and intentions. 

It is not in my power to aſſert, poſitively, but it is believed, that 
very few pariſhes have taken the advantage this act has given, and 
have united for the purpoſe of relieving and employing their 
poor, by virtue of the powers, and ſubject to the regulations, of 
this ſtatute. 

What can have been the reaſon, that, fince the legiſlature has 
opened the means to an union of pariſhes, without the expenſe of 
an act of parliament, for thoſe very purpoſes, to obtain which many. 
applications had been made to parliament, at an expenſe of ſome. 


hundreds of pounds, in the outſet of the ſcheme, ſo very few in- 
{tances- 


\ 


10 LETTER Xx. 


ſtances ſhould have n of pariſhes . by virtue of the 
powers in this act? 


If we ſuppoſe experience to have proved, chat tad — has 


| _ ariſen in thoſe pariſhes which have been incorporated by different 


acts of, parliament, . this is a queſtion, which will nat ſoon be re- 


ſolved; begauſe, it is not eaſy to ſuggeſt à reaſon for thoſe advan- 


tages to be refuſed, when offered gratis, which have, in a great 
many inſtances, been obtained at à conſiderable expenſe: and, in 
the united pariſhes in the .cqunty of Suffolk, the fact, that the, poor= 
rates have greatly. decreaſed, is generally allowed, Why, then, is 
not the greateſt, part of the kingdom incorporated into convenient 


diſtricts, for the purpoſe of relieving and maintaining their poor by 


means of the powers and regulations of this act? Why have we 
very few, if any, inſtances of this act being enforced ? | 
We cannot ſuppoſe that the clauſes in the act militate, in gene- 


ral, with the regulations. hoſe. pariſhes.which. wiſh to unite would 


chooſe to embrace, becauſe they are a ſelection of the beſt general 


regulations from all the acts applied for by the pariſhes incorpo- 


rated. But, does it not ariſe from the want of a centre of union, 
a man of conſequence and ability, whoſe influence could render the 
fluctuating conſents of a number of intereſted people ſteady, and 
fix them to the plan they have in agitation, but cannot abſolytely 
reſolve on? The attorney who was applied to when a bill in par- 
liament was to be paſſed is this kind of perſon ; he was intereſted in 
bringing the determination of the leading men in the different 
pariſhes to a point, and fixing them in their reſolves. But now 
no one man takes any more intereſt in the matter than as an indi- 


vidual among equals; and moſt men underſtand, and feel them- 


ſelves inclined to ſupport, in all its purity, the maxim, — inter 
Fares, equalis eft poteſtas. 

In the 26th year of this reign, cap. 56. another act paſſed to 
oblige the overſeers of the poor to make a return, on oath, to 


certain queſtions relative to the ſtate of the poor. The preamble 
to 


LRTTER XXI 145 


to this act is the ſame; and' the act itfelf proceeded. on much the 
ſame plan, and principle, as that which has been mentioned to have 
paſſed in the 16th of the king, except that a penalty of 50 for 
making falſe returns, is added i and, alfo, a clauſe, ſubjecting per- 
ſons taking falſe oaths to the pains and penalties of thoſe con- 
victed of wilful and S Pagjurys NT NEE alſo 
ſomewhat different. 

And, in the — bat _ 58, 80 paſſed, for procyring, 
on [ oath, ;: returris ot all charitahle donations, for the benefit of 
poor perſons, throughout thut part of Great Britain called Eng · 
land and Wales. The returns ate to be maile in writing, on oath, 
by the miniſter and church-wardens of each pariſh. This act 
gives nnn nem 
other. 
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"HE following queſtions were referred, by the act of parlia- 
ment which paſſed in the 26th year of the preſent reign, 
to the overſeers of the poor, to which they were obliged to make 


returns upon oath, 

Queſtion I. What money was raiſed, by aſſeſſments, for the re- 
lief of the poor, in the — years, ending at Eaſter, 1783, 
1784, and 1985? 

IL What number of poor received conſtant, and what number 
occaſional, relief, during each of the ſaid years, as near as you can 
aſcertain the ſame ? 

III. How much was paid out of the ſaid money, in each of 
the ſaid years, for expenſes of overſeers in journeys, and atten- 
dance on magiſtrates and others; and how much for entertain- 
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ments at meeting: of the inhabmünte on: affairs relative to the 
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Iv. What payments were e out of the ſaid money for 
law-bufineld;.and for orders, examinations, certificates, and'other 
„ ; reſpecting the poor, in each of the faid three years ? 

V. How much of the money collected, under theſe aſſeſſments, 
was applied for the payment of county-rates,-or any other, and 
r purpoſes that did not concern the poor? 
VI. How. much of the money ſo raiſed has been expended f in 
pn materials and utenſils for fetting the poor to work? 
The returns · made by the overſeers to theſe queſtions, in * 
ance of the act alluded to, were digeſted into form, and un ab- 
ſtract printed, containing every pariſh/ in England and Wales, re- 
duced, alphabetically, under their reſpective counties and hun- 
dreds, giving an account, under fourteen diſtinct columns, of the 
name of the hundred within which the parifn is ſituated; the 
money raiſed by aſſeſſment for the years 1783, 1784, and 1785, 
and the medium of thoſe three years; expenſes not applicable to 
the poor; the medium of net- money annually paid for the poor; 
net- money paid for the poor in 1776, taken from the returns then 
made to parliament ; and heads of particular expenſes: the general 
totals of arb for * and Wales, are as follow: 
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The maſs of information thus obtained from that part of the 
nation, ſubject to the operation of the poor - laws, digeſted, with 
great labour, by the committee of the Houſe of Commons, which 
fat for the purpoſe, and printed at no inconſiderable expenſe, muſt 
furely have given riſe to many uſeful reflections and obſervations 
in the minds of thoſe gentlemen who were on the committee, al- 
though their country has-not, as yet, reaped any benefit from their 
very important labours. They muſt ſurely have been ſtruck with 
the alarming increaſe of the annual net-expenſes of the poor 
fince 1776, when they were 1, 529, 780l. to the medium of the 

years 1783, 1784, and 1785, which is ſtated to be 2,167,749/. 
a-yearly increaſe of expenſe amounting to near 500,000/, If they, 
at firſt ſight, might conceive this vaſt. difference to have ariſen 
from any extraordinary ſcarcity prevailing through the laſt. three 
years, and examined into the fact, they would have found the ave- 
rage-price of wheat, through this period, to have been 21. 3s. 7d. 
and that the average-price, for 1776, was 2/. 2s. 8d. being an ex- 
ceſs only of 119. per quarter, or not 2/. 10s, per cent, which will, 
4 by 
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by no means, account for a riſs 1 in the expenſes of the poor equa 
to above forty- one per dent. v to other cauſes, therefore, muſt thiy 
attribute this amazing increaſed expenſe, than thoſe which ariſe 
from the dearneſs of proviſion; aſſuming it as a fact, that the price 
of bread- corn may be taken, with ſome degree of accuracy, as a 
ſign of the price of moſt of the neceſſary viands which feed our 
numerous poor; and thoſe, who know how the poor live, know, 
alſo, that bread, in fact, conſtitutes near two-thirds of the ex- 
penſe of a poor family for 3 the increaſed expenſe of the 
years 1783, 1784, and 1785, does not, therefore, ariſe from the 
increment of neceſſary expenſes 1 in proviſions. 
Neither does it ariſe, in any great degree, from a deficiency of 
work, or decreaſe of the price of labour ; — the price of labour 
remained much the ſame as in 1776; and, in this period, the 
American war had begun to drain the nation of its population and 
money, but no great effects hat. then been felt from it: in the laſt 
period, the nation was recovering from its loſſes; manufactures 
were again thriving, and the ſenſible part of our countrymen were 
looking up to agriculture, as a means of recruiting thoſe ſources 
which the waſte of war had diminiſhed. | 

Although, that an increaſe of expenſe, rather more than pro- 
— took place in the great manufacturing- towns, is plainly 
proved from this abſtract, in which Birmingham, Sheffield, Man- 
cheſter, certainly more than keep pace with other towns, where 
the poor are not employed by manufactures; yet to be certain how 
this fact will apply, and what principle may be collected from it, 
the returns from the ſame manufacturing-towns, of the expenſes 
of the poor, ſhould be ſeen, for the laſt two or three years, during 
which, our manufactures have flouriſhed exceedingly : from many 
inſtances within the county of Suffolk, the poor-rates continue 
increaſing, although the poor are, or might be, in full employ ; 
for inſtance, Glems ford, rifing gradually from 404/. 5s. 8d. in 1774, 
to 450/. 75. 4d. in 1776, to 5511, the average of the three years, 


1783, 
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1783, 1784, and 1785, to 10621. 65. 4d. in 1790, as appears by 
Mr. Butt's account, in vol. xvii. p. 497, of the Annals of Agri- 
culture; and a ſimilar riſe, but in a leſs proportion, takes place 
at Melford, Clare, &c.; if this is the caſe 1 in general, n r 
than want of work muſt be ſought for. 104 | 
Another obſervation muſt alſo have * theſe gentlemen, or, 
at leaſt, thoſe among them who a& as magiſtrates in the counties 
-where their reſpective qualifications, as members of parliament, 
lie; that the money expended in /e/ting the poor to work throughout 
the kingdom is but little more than what is ſpent in entertainments 
at meetings relative to the management of their affairs; not to- 
thirds, of what comes under the article of overſeers journeys, and at- 
tendance on magiſtrates; and about one-fourth of the ſum which is 
the total under the column of lau- expenſes: they muſt alſo recollect, 
that the firſt ſection of the 43d of Elizabeth gives authority to the 
overſeers to raiſe weekly, or otherwiſe, 'by taxation of every in- 
habitant, a convenient flock of flax, bemp, wool,” thread, iron, and 
other neceſſary ware and ſtuff to ſet bee warty and that this 
application of the money, raiſed by aſſeſſment, is the primary object 
in view of the legiſlature, in that act of parliament, under the 
authority of which, they perceive, by their printed abſtract, above 
two millions to be annually raiſed on his Majeſty's ſubjects, through 
that part of the kingdom ſubject to the operation of the act; they 
muſt alſo know that the application of competent ſums of money, 
toward the neceſſary relief of the lame, impotent, old, blind, and 
ſuch other of them being poor and not able to work, and alſo for 
putting out children to be apprentices, was a ſecondary conſidera- 
tion of the legiſlature, and by no means comes into the fore- 
ground of the piece; and that law-expenſes, expenſes of overſeers 
in attendance on magiſtrates, expenſes of entertainments, &c. were 
not in view, or, at leaſt, like all objects in the back-ground, where 
the perſpective is well preſerved, were but dimly and indiſtinctly 
ſeen ; but that * practice has ſo reverſed all regularity and 
order 
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order in the preſent ſyſtem uf ti poor-lawe, aß exhibited to che 
committee that the: groat object of Elizabeth's: legiſlature. nd 
thrown into the back - ground, and the Whale onder of the-pitture 
reverſod: the concluſion, that muſt be obviaus to every orm, is, 
that the 43d of Elizabeth, like Mr. Gamon's Act, reſpecting uu-· 
fide: paſſengers in ee — . mae is 
not the practiee of the land 2 
The ſtotal fum falling * a 3 
\tainments; 11, 71 30. certainly is not much for the number «cf 
-pariſhes in England and Wales; but it leads to the expenſes con · 
tained under the heads of law-buſineis, attendances on magiſtrates, 
- journeys, &c, Theſe two columns form no inconſiderabale.:tatal, 
80,28 54. ; when a veſtry, which onght to meet and conclude the 
buſineſs of their meeting in a part of the church appropriated fur 
that purpoſe, adjourns to the neighbouring ale-houſe, the trifle 
which they expend of the poor's rates is not allz pariſn · buſimneſs is 
the object; at a moeting of pariſhioners, having a common topic 
to converſe about, ſome ſoon, become intereſted in defending their 
opinions ; more talk requires more liquor, and their determinations 
are made, not like thoſe of their German anceſtors, deliberant dum 
fingere neſciunt: conſtituunt dum errare non poſſunt ; but they reverſe 
the order, they deliberate, while they are ſober, and determine 
when they are drunk; hence journeys to magiſtrates, orders of 
removal on doubtful ſettlements, appeals to ſeſſions; thence to 
the King's Bench; hence attorney's bills, and enormous aſſeſſments. 
Was no order of veſtry good, or no pariſh-officer to be indemnified 
in expending the pariſh-money in law-conteſts, unleſs by an order 
of veſtry, ſigned before noon, in the pariſh-church, after regular 
notice given, and no adjournment allowed, much of the article of 
expenſe 'would diſappear. 

Another uſe may alſo be made of this abſtract : there are ſome 
very able, although not accurate, obſervers of what reſpects the 


Poor, who have imagined, that the great increaſe of our expenſes, 
relating 
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relating to them, has ariſen from temporary want of work. It may 
be recollected, that this cannot happen where the employment is 
agriculture, becauſe this occupation always requires nearly the ſame 
number of hands all years, and is independent of any defultory 
call for work; which may, as all manufactures do, the demand of 
which is uncertain, give full employment to: the poor ſome years, 
and leave them to ſubſiſt on the poor's rates when the demand for 
the manufacture ceaſes; a compariſon being made of the medium of 
net-expenſes of the poor, from the returns made to parliament in 
1776, and the medium of 1783, 1784, and 1785, taking the total 
of five or ſix of thoſe pariſhes, which may be known, by the per- 
ſon making the compariſon, to depend principally, or entirely, on 
agriculture; the increaſe on the laſt medjum will be found to riſe 
from thirty to above forty per cent. more than the expenſe was in 
1776, a riſe by no means to be accounted for on the principle of 
the advanced price of the neceſlaries of life during this interval; 
and the idea of want of work in theſe pariſhes, which are thus 
ſelected, as being employed in agriculture, muſt be thrown out of 
the caſe z the effect then muſt have ariſen from ſome other cauſe ; 
a cauſe, I fear, neither tending to the comfort of the poor, nor 
the credit of the overſeer. 

That column which contains: the medium of expenſes not con- 
cerning the poor, viz. repairing churches, roads, &c. ſalaries to 
miniſters, &c. amounting to 44,2314. certainly ought not have 
made its appearance in this abſtract, becauſe no part of the money 
collected by afſefiments for the relief of the poor ought'to have 
been applied to purpoſes ſpecifically different from thoſe to which 
the rate 1s appropriated by the 43d of Elizabeth, and-which pur- 
poſes have their different funds provided for them by other autho- 
rities : the church-wardens rate repairs the church; the ſurveyors 
rate repairs the roads; and the eccleſiaſtical eſtates are amply ſuffi- 
cient for providing and paying ſalaries to miniſters ; it is, there - 
fore, ſome matter of ſurpriſe, * the poor's rate is clogged _ 

uc 
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ſuch a conſiderable ſum, which is foreign to ite proper appli cations 


in well-regulated pariſhes ſuch charges on the poor's rate are not 
admitted; and many blanks, conſequently, appear againſt individual 
pariſhes under this column. eat Mon: maps? 
Notabſtratt of the returns e tothe ferohd: queſtion appears, 
which inquires what: number of poor received conſtant; and what 
number received occafional;; relief dA queſtion of, atleaſt, equal 
importance to any of the others, as the aggregate would have been 
nearty, if not fully, a return of all the poor througtwout England 
and Wales; or, at the leaſt, it would have informed: us of the 
number of thoſe Who have been at any time, within the three 
years, a burthen on the public. Why the committee did not inform 
themſelves of this fact, it is no eaſy matter to gueſs; — poſſibly, 
the returns were too incomplete to afford any certain information; 
but, if that were the caſe, the queſtion: ſhould have been repeated 
from year to year, until the returns had been accurate and full; 
becauſe this fact muſt be known before any radical cure can be 
attempted, as it leads to a certain knowledge of the extent of the 
diſeaſe, 

The report from the committes, 3 to inſpect and con- 
ſider the returns made by the miniſters and church-wardens, re- 
lative to charitable donations, for the benefit of poor perſons, in 
purſuance of the 58th chapter of the ſame, year, ſtates, that it 
appears by a former report, made under the ſaid act, the 23d day 
of May, 1787, that, out of near thirteen thouſand pariſhes, from 
which returns of charitable donations have been required, there 

were only fourteen pariſhes that had made no ſuch returns. 
That the committee directed an abſtract to be made of the re. 


turns; but finding, on inſpection of the abſtract, that a great 
number of the pariſhes had made defective returns; ſome by not 
naming the perſons who gave the charities; others by not naming 
the truſtees ; others by not deſcribing whether the donations were 


in land or money; others b not 6 the produce of the 
money, 
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money, lands, or rent- charges, ſo given; the committee dlirełted 


their chairman to vrite circular letters to the miniſters and ehurch- 
wardens: of all the pariſhes, &c. where ſuch omiſſions appeared, 
requiring them to ſend more perfect returns. fr on edi 
The committee then reports, that about 4065 lettert hade geen 
ſent, that anſwers had been received to about 3376 of them, unany 
of which had given the explatation required; and many others had 
ſtated that they could give no farther information. ne teen 
That the committee have cauſed the produce of the ſaid charities; 
in land and money, as far as they can be collected fromthe faid 
returns, to be caſt up in each county; by which the annual 
amount of the produce of the money and land, 3 
W CHPETnns: Stad 
Mon v. 8 10k 
England, J 46, 173 9 9 
Wales, 2.070 o 8 
| — 48.415 1 10 5 
| Lan». 
England, £ 206,301 8 8 
Wales, 4,166 o 2 
WIL — - 210,407 8 10 


Making Weber l total of ester 19 3 


And that the committee bad reaſon to believe very conſiderable 
farther ſums will appear to have been given for the like charitable 
purpoſes z whenever proper means can be found for inveſtigating 
and completing thoſe diſcoveries, by extending the inquiries to 
corporations, companies, and ſocieties of men, as well as feoffees, 
truſtees, and other perſons. 

The committee alſo obſerves, that, upon the face of the faid 
return, many of the charitable donations appear to have been loſt, 


and many others are in danger of being loſt, and that the matter 
X 2 ſeems 
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ſeem to be of eh mag, ag to call for thibjletaus "and: Judy 
attention of parliament, to amend.and/explain'the'act, by ſpecify. 
ing, with certuinty and preciſion, the objets'to! which they may 
think fit ito direct their inquiries, / in order to procure fall u 

ſatisfactory neturns, and the cab liſumout of ſuch meaſures as may be 
effettual fus ile relief of the pros ' perfons wle wre the objetts of tb 

ail dnations; and for carrymy the charitable purpoſes of the 
donots into execution 7 11977 % 10 o 267 70 1997 of STEEP 

The committee appears to have been ſtrongly impreſſed with the 

ice; that much information on the ſubject was intentionally with 
held and that a more minute inveſtigation was neceffary to acquire 

aà ſuffieient inſiglit into this important branch of the revenue he. 

| longing to the poor. When it is recollected, that the inqtiry on 

this head was made with a view to the beſt of purpoſes, that of re- 

gulating the application of theſe eſtates, which had, from moſt 

diſtant times, been left by charitable donors to the uſe of the poor; 

and that the information is required from thoſe who are the proper 

guardians of theſe eſfates; and the queſtions are accordingly applied 

k to the miniſters of pariſhes and the church-wardens ; it is a matter 

of ſurpriſe that ſuch faulty or deficient returns were made; but is it 

not matter of greater ſurpriſe, that the committee ſhould ſtand in 

need of more full and ſatisfactory returns, in order to gfabliſb ſuch 

meaſures as may be ęffectuai for the relief of the objects of the ſaid 

donation, while the ſtatute of charitable uſes, paſſed in the 43d of 

Elizabeth, is the law of the land? and which was paſſed with a 

_ view of ſnatching theſe eſtates from the hands af thoſe harpies, who 

would then, as they will now, if they can, divert their produce from 

the poor into their own pockets. This ſtatute paſſed in the ſame 

year as the leading ſtatute which reſpects the poor, and forms part 

of a plan, at the time in contemplation ; and a very prudent part it 

is, to make as productive as poſſible that revenue which the poor 

could claim as their right; at the ſame time as they took from the 

pockets of their richer — Ko what that revenue' might, 

when 
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when applied according to the intention of: Gepe _ ere 


ſupplyin g their abſolute neceſſities, - 


. This ſtatute empowers the chancellor or meyer of Ae 
and-the chancellor of the dutchy of Lancaſter, for the time being. 
within the dutchy of Lancaſter, to award commiſſions che 
biſhops of every dioceſe, and to other perſons of good and ſound 
behaviour, or any four or more! of them, authorizing them to in- 
quire, as well by the oaths of twelve men or more of the county, as 


by, alli ether good and lawful means, of all and fingular ſuch eſtates, 


and gifts, &c. and of all abuſes and breaches of truſt reſpecting 
them ;-an- uſeful and neceſſary commiſſion, which, if iſſued in thoſe, 
inſtances where the committee ſuſpects information to be held 


back, would be equal to every good effect, and preclude all neceſſity 
for more acts of parliament on this head, either to compel a diſeo- 
very or to enforce an application of the rents and profits of 1 


menen grate 11 
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=D Hiſtory of the Poor-Laws, with obſervations, is the firſt 
publication of any conſequence on this ſubject, which ap- 
peared in his preſent Majeſty's reign; and the fame author's name 
being in the title-page as in that well-known book, Burn's Juſtice, 
the reader has reafon to expect much information on the ſubject, 
nor will he be diſappointed. Burn lays the foundation of his in- 
quiry in remote antiquity, informing us how the poor were main- 
tained in this country as ſoon as we began to enjoy the firſt dawn 
of civilization, and proves that the eccleſiaſtic revenue was ſubject 


to the burthen as far as one-fourth of the produce at firſt, and one- 


_ afterwards. - To this purpoſe he — Kennet's Impropr. 
14, 


18 1% ir NAR n 


1415.7 ae ee neee Rader 
maintenance from. the. alma of the ont yo 
He then recits, rather fully, all the ſtatutes — 
dividing chem into three heads j ſervants, &cc. Vagrante, and — 
tent pon, oo flit d HO atm n at en ens bat, 0 & 
n bſexvatians on een ie the fifth chapter 3: and bee l 
muſt expreſs, my. diſappointment, in not nee ving any information 
from this able iter, at what time, and by what means the poor 
in particular, and. che nation at large. Jaſt. their hold; on that por 
tion of the eccleſiaſtic revenue, which he ſtates them originally ta 
have enjoyed. The: guthor of Burn's Eccleſiaſtical Law Ws 
aſſuredly able to give full information on this important ſubjest: 
and it was a neceſſary part of his plan, becauſe be.is obliged ta lay 
the foundation of the compulſory, maintenance, which they now 
partake of, in che cuſtom of begging : a; practice which, in his chapter 
on farther regylations, he very ſtrongly deprecates, and; is of opinion 
it ſhould be utterly,aboliſhed; whereas, the cuſtom of begging has 
its moſt natural foundation in the want of neceſlary relief; an 
exigency, urgent in proportion as they were deprived of their 
ſhare of this eleemoſynary revenue; which being withdrawn gra- 
dually by the eccleſiaſtics, the poor were encouraged from the pul- 
pits to beg that maintenance of the people at large, which they had 
been accuſtamed to receive from the eſtates of the church in a cer- 
tain proportion, and which being exhauſted, they then might 
reaſonably have been permitted to aſk alms from the people, and 
not before. On this topic he is ſilent, and tells us, That the 
miniſter was fo take all opportunities to exhort the people. to be 
bountiful: — houſes were to be provided for them by the devotion 
of good people, and materials to ſet them on ſuch work as they were 
able to perform: — then the miniſter, after the Goſpel, every Sun- 
day, was ſpecially to exhort the pariſhioners to a liberal contribu- 
tion: — next, the collectors for the poor, on a certain Sunday in 
every year, immediately after divine-ſervice, were to take down, in 
writing, 
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writing, — as willing to ge weekly for the enſu- 
ing year; and, if ſnduld be obſtinate ant refuſe to give, the 
miniſter "ww#52 $4" e exbort' bim if he lt refuſed, the miniſter 
wus to certify ſuch refuſal to the biſhopiof the\dioceſe Whe wis to 
ſend for and exhort him in like manner; if he ſtill ſtood dat, the 
biſhop was to certify the ſamb tb the Juſtices in ſeſſions, and bind 
him over to appear chere urid the? faltices, at the ſeſſiotis, were 
again gently tome ve und perſuade himy and, - finally, if he would 
net be perſuaded; then they were to affeſs Him what they thought 
reaſonable towards the relief of the poor: and this brought bn'ths 
aſeſſment in the fourteenth year of Queen Elizabeth.“ Such 78 
Dr. Born's deduction of the compulſory maintenance. Now; it is 
obſervable, that whatever of compulfion there might be in this duty 
of the miniſter, who, it is ſtated, Wo tale all opportunities to ex- 
Bort, it did not receive its ſutittion from the law of the land, until 
the zyth year of Henry: the Eighith; therefore, many centuries 
before that period, it was a voluntary act oni the part of the ec- 
eleſiaſtics, who gradually withdrew that portion of their tithes; 
belonging to the poor, from their uſe, as they were able, by their 
influence, to perſuade the pariſhioners to reinſtate by their alms; 
and hence aroſe the neceſſity of our preſent” *poor- rates. 
That the poor were, during the times of popery, maintained 
chiefly by the religious houſes, is ſtatet as a viilgar error: Their 
hoſpitality was to the rich; they were great inns ; they entertained 
thoſe bountifully who could be bountiful to them again,” With 
this obſervation the former part of our inquiries perfectly agrees. 
Another fact this treatiſe ſtates as remarkable, is, That every 
propoſal which hath been made for the reformation of the poor- 
law hath been tried in former ages, and found ineffectual,” - 
The antiquity of ſettlements is deduced from the more antient 
ſtatutes, and proved not to have originated from the ſtatute paſſed 
in the reign of Charles the Second: the doctrine of removals is alſo 
traced from the ſame ſources. But thus much is clear; that, from 
whatever 
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Lees an-abandant ſoume of er tigetians: ; 200112 Inst 
The origin and progreſs of the office of overſam ga ingeniondly 


traced Sbm ithe-bllfureh+ wardens, e. the -ovigtiab 1oveaſeers, 
ad: (rb yiftetateataw continue fa; baceule: the management of 


the pd, Nr. Jueru ſayo, ns, At. tirlt, /ilaf ax) acc/t/iaſttral: mattpe, 


m aidöf the thujch-wardens, chf. appointed;:andab. 
teniardsttherovantdr,” .. lis e 2354909 NA bas Gym 
r=(Begfing -18-trated «from the firſt Katute in che 23 06:Edwind 
the Nhied0® when none under the colour af pity and alm 
give any thing to ſuch as might labour, under pain of: mii 


nente the laſkactof parliament in the 17th of George the Se- 


vond, which makes it the firft-Hep toward vagrancy, & perſons 

begging within their on pariſh, being detmed idle and idiſentenly 

perſont, and to bo ſent to- the houſe of dorrecti an 447 
Badging of the:peory hhiah ig directed by the Schl and gth»of 


Wilkam the Third, a0. ſuppoſed to have. ſprung from the military 


inſtitution, When the — diftingaiſhed e with 
— enſigns. * 30G dg Ad a 2 5+ r end 
What — e er Burns . the 
vagrant- laws, relate ehiefly to their entreme ſevoritys t is A matter 
of ſelf. gratulatzon to the writer of theſe pages, that, in a former 
part of them, he ſhould have fallen into a train of ſimilar ſonti- 
ments on this head. Rating the wages of ſervants by ſtatute has 
alſo fallen under our conſideration; no additional information 1s to 
be found in his obſervations on theſe ſtatutes, except the aſſertion, 
that, by che experience of four hundred years, it appears, that the 
regulating the prices of work leaves no room for induſtry and inge- 
nuity ; “ for, if all perſons, in the ſame kind of work, ern 
1 there would be no emulation. 9 A 
The clothing of the poor, in antient times, is diſcuſſed; and. 
Grows the argument, it appears, that the ſtatutable clothing, in the 


sn of d ward the Thind, for handicrafts and yeomen, was not to 
exceed 
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* Ga. a yard; or ahenegbout;eſtimatingiby1 tha angney oi the 
preſent times {aw wblchqrize: ee eee eee ee 
Riliberparchaſalledns 141 Us not” mot gd e e e 

his traci then; — 
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« 1 i 
ing a. and Mr«:Goopers., plan all whighbave been already eiae 
cd:in;the; former pages. ok aur Rricburea q- zin, NN. Wg. ben 
come to che at eds 
sguleawnns:; vino 34d bow ruth yn 90 TY3qWit (Bf 'ofhperr 4 ogy 
% Thus, he ach, . hath the viſdom of che nation, in 
and of individuals, -been,,cmplayed; e eg 
pœorund vet whey, ae not prop The fact is 
true i hut 1 — indup.ap; apinians.thas.c is impoſſible.tp 
meliorate.theic ſituation. and lighten;qur. buxthens. '- - 2 tes 1. 
-.» Two, particulars, he Gaps, .. ſhould. be rectiſied, until time and ex- 
perience.ſuggelt farther. alteratian: firſt, to prevent the nuiſance of 
common begging: the means, he propoſes are, give them nothing: 

jf: none were to give, none would beg, and the whole, myſtery 
about, he would have:all,who relieve 2 common. beggar be ſubjeft 
to a penalty. Surely the · principles of , liberty, palicꝭ and huma- 
nity, all equally. militate againſt ſuch a,cegulation, experience alſo 
has ꝓroved its inſufficiency for the putpoſe; in times of ignorance 
the experiment was made, and found. ineſfectual. Bx the, 23d of 
Edward the Third, none was permitted, under colour of alms, to 
give any thing to ſuch; Mhich may labour, under the pain of im- 
priſonment. This ſtatute was. rępealed by Edward the Sixt. 
The other fundamental defect, is, according to this writer, in 
leaving the whole management to thaſe, annual offices, called over · 
ſeers of the poor 3 and the practical duty of ſuch an officers iponi- 
cally; pointed out with:ſame humour: He is to keep an extraor- 
nab Y dinary 
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ity Hive" thetty by f- year, den d pick 4 quarief; Nh gleam 
re the xv end, and f0 60 get 14 6f n t maintain: che 
poi cine a8 pofflbie -c Uh at allo en tu Hot 4h Ja prour 
two peute in proſpect of any future good but only to f. 
pfteſert neueſſity; to bargain with Git Racy pref@n-to-wke them 
dy the hip; tio yet ib not intendic nde them. hun t hang 
ber them in cervirenty if they I rp 26. u ftifiices-for 
Wart of ainternneth fh ſendbthem itito the CUDA beggüng ; te 
bind out po iche apprinitiees, n matter to h br to / Rt 
trade, only take cate tit che maſter l- in ther pariſh g to 
move heaven and earth i any difpute hupperm about a fettbemert. 
and in that particular to fert the general rule, and ſick at no 
erpenſe; to pull down oottages, to drive out us many inhabitants 
and Witt as (few an pollibly they can f? with insny other rene! 
direbtzurb ren fing fe rrader of SWiſt's ddviee-yo Servantsy - by 
Which it appitthy-thhv; this! our gteut Autaliaty! im the duty of 
mayiſtrates Kew well thut the office of an deter wasLoinctines 
negzlektod, binetitnes perverted, and but- ſeldom (properly executed, © 

Hes tßerelsre, wot opinion; that the office ſhould not be paticely 
bolifted,/ but that & general ſuperintendant over a certain number 
vf patzthes, as the guſtises im feinen ſhall nnd meſt crwardent. 
mould be appointed Fand that the overſeer thould Collect. the 
kate und- it Mold be appfied unger the diteckien of che daper- 
inten dati, hee buftneſv he- thote-particutatly. points Gt. 
0 alt this purpoſer b Tο]˖) i Hs 'mbpthly: Rſſiong . . the 
* ut whith- ee, wee werſdetv, and ſupefi rden - 

4 dant, 


Y 
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Ast, Wand Send, Shut in cher rpett; und Gepeitts Abrtbay andere: 
ww thok who A thamiclves aggrieved! ar: hννcghſtrictieſbuns 
ſhould'have afightdof appeal to the- meines apo 
To infiro-eletence} de DU the; dhe juſticed , be al- 
Jowed-helfie:gafincs 3 day o he ,; ies that 
theſe monthly ſedun beet miſo<be niefurtocarp args expantion 
de Gs beten rec ahe highways, them - in farce, 
together wü tt vativty H hu nad which cio new cht einploy- 
d 5 Jem lat . bei- hamma rverin gs ar. ſpnrisl- Hume 0 50 
AH ane d marticand F book af fate Police gt 
Raney! wriuen a 1 337 Nh ges, that at chu. thyme 
the i French wore j,. ther thaw price, raſpering? the! Dear, 
Henk int the em foavng wor Engle p, Kraral 
papel vm nh in Load gecommending-[nch a methotl 
af uiii our e n d een protiled in France 3 viz by 
general hoſpitals in Provincial tons; erempliiying, in a xgry 
Mresg light, che auh af Homme im, e 
Huang SHOGS gt ] Ao YA tt 189 Das even m 
| 476482 rr divers; ſoquronca. $ATTACT 18101 if 4 DK 
1% tg 8 1000 1 1 „ 327 109 A 1 19 4 ; NAA 
Abo French: made; h wery-prapesly oblerycs, will anpibilate all 
fandilycorineGiow; wad werter n pupae Hιν and a pn 
mulfer um, uihieh. t Ahe: ſome time meer, oo 
por, will gend to flepopulate a: xing! v9nk i5te! ne 
A county, inſtead of a qi, ſaßkla ment, eee 
be maintained a0 a counnty-plan, he thinks micht be advwiſeable; 
but that the aden af (ſevtiement Show? mot dhe abolpher, © anly r- 
ſivened; av the pine af hirth, ar of jobabitancy for one or mare 
vrars und that: ſudh 2 reſtticdon would tend to aboliſh certificates, 
by deſtroying the cauſe of requiring granting, ar denying, them.“ 
How this dcn be (cried: by weftraining ſettlements 40 the place 
of Birth or 'inhabHancy, bor ens or more ears, I confeſs myſelf 


nut . to der; hut the mer of Ilan · ſuits, to aſcertain the 
1 2 ſettlement, 
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alſo # reductien of the highwiylaws'into one. The laſt alteration 


dered chem, in moſt 


time that it excuſes 


hp UBT TEN Rn 


. ſettlettefrt might VE dminimhed, — 1 


ads rfnt- cher Püsper to / Nee Aſemhert? would? r 
preſent, is AIG any Witts“ . vis een 231 7 gie 0 
A reduction of uli the poor - laws into one is recommended as is 


has been effected by the 1th of the preſent king, chap. 58, and 
has undoudtedly . ſim their uſe and operation; and ren- 
„l practicable and uſeful code: 
equally. effects would ie om a ſimplification of the poor. 
secdde of acts of he Jexillacure, tritlitsting in Abtne 
— teich otherh who ſtveral — — 


Nat be esfy to be HCD „ faperficial obſerver vr. tem 
Porath officer Wh rnb Piek kr Statutewvat Large 
ac VA beg lib de gndrunreflat Me- fame 


becomes alſo a cloak to ratdreſted mil” 
kes? . 28: Dok] 10, eee #03 ee ee e wt 
Fheſe — ta darts dhe History uf 
the Pbor- Laus h made for the TubjeR; there are ſome otller 
6bſervitions bn the defects br fe mw; ener the adminiſtration or 
jultltes of the peice, wicht de not inthediately" relate to the poor; 
and, therefore, may very properly be paſſed 6verp more epecially, 
atv from tlie Imall fale of ThE bo, although Tandtion- 
cd by MY Wert Kno e Hite): that ir i9 by no tens ſubject which 
bas excited” füch attefftie nor is" generally wares] although it 
very ilttttately' odgkeerng entsetof Pope. iron f. 
In 1764, pamphlet, publiſhed by Becket, Oblerbativna the 
Number of the Poor; uhd on xd heavy Rates levied for their Bente 
fit, "ſtarts an idea on tHEAWDERt, that, whether true or notÞ proves 
(me thedfetie' pfätteiples im tte" ſecond part of Paine: Rights: of 
Man to-haveno'tlaim'to'originylity./t 17 91965 4.1 444% 
But this' write? {5 htitely loſes the lavolred-putpoſe of his pam 
phiſer': in *the"ritle-PaYe ; W negiects the intereſts of the r poor, 


in afteteling to the * — reſulting from the num- 
ber 


UR DN xx 165 


ber og e poor the it is futile ts-follow hic in, ſabjef-whick: 
opens n. field, of. arguraent vaſtly. too;extenſive; for this Publication, 
foreign to its intention, and — + ef Hog 


2 28  babcormmoI9? i ono ont esl -100q ot He 0 noiBuyber A 
nvit619)16 Hel oH . Lad do noipuber s Ms 
bus (By que and no re 546 r S014 yd bo sffe med ann 
-o bos noitstqq bus Sin iind: oi gtd viIBdWrobr) „of 
- — 29bod rel b LIE R r fom gi .modt homah 
Zooq nf Yo nofteoniiqm s mort Sig Blow E fle boog Iten pe 
yy i ther; Farmer's. Letters, ta the P cople; of England el 
„ peared which, among a, variety of. topics treated with much 
ſpi3t and ſtrength of argument, afford a few ſtrictures on the pan. 
and th laws reſpecting them: cha prevailing ideas: ſhall be.hartly 
mentions) although the propriety,and.juſtneſs. of them cannot be 
fahr m i inf > iN romonad Helen rl n i . 4 put 
The author conſiders the poor-laws of England as univerſally. 
encouragers of idleneſs,, drunkenneſs, ,and-teardrinking :, he wiſhes 
ſor a total abolition of them, and for a neu, code. on the principle 
that thoſe only ſhould be maintained at: the ꝓublic expenſe. who, can- 
not maintain themſelves, and that ſuch maintenance ſhauld be in 
hundred houſes of induſtry. „an | UIAY perry in ns Herr: 
Is it not tho principle of the exiſting code that tho quly who 
cannot maintain themſelves ſhould be maintained at the public ex- 
penſe ? And, if the pariſhes agree in thinking them adviſeable, may 
not hundred-houſes of induſtry be now the means? Why then abo- 
liſh the old laws to make new ones on the ſame; principle? Would 
a man of ſenſe pull down a family - manſion, in good repair, W 
a new one on the ſame principle ? Surely na. 
A prevailing idea in this publication ſeems to: be, that the 
ſhould have no certainty of proviſion. except from their own. in- 
duſtry. But is not ſuch the theoretic principle of the exiſting poor- 
laws, as far as ig conſiſtent with humanity ? If practice has depart- 


ks 1 
* 1711900 ITY C 4 
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its aun THR Nin. 
— dint th: anne ith, Wat ceds 


Dr. PridetsOilirvations vn Reverſionary'Piyiments) Arntithes, 


bons, all between the age of thirty and forty, whoſe-meatiape ray, 


vithurtlow!of euch member be 4% u werk, making, from H baür 


principle.” 910241 2 WIslcnen $447 Minne CIP 1 1:33 ni Hatun 


&c. were publiſhed in 1752. The principle of ſome of thoſe Uſaful 
— — originated from a plan intended for the 


benefit of the labouring!poor ini this very" exellent publication, 


Fhe following is the calcolition/alluded'to90 ᷑e on od blyow 
Let the ſociety, lat deb firſt dſtititien: cohſiſt of a hundred pet. 


therdſacty 'be rtokonmit At thirty fx; and let & be ſappOſed tw be. 
e kept up ww chis nber by the admiſlion of a metibers, l. 
uf thirty and ferty, an d es dic wf: ft e 


4, m anal couih tion of G5 ryn let it be ſupp uf that 
ſeven of them will fall every year into diſorders that hall Anne 
rate hem for scon wetks g 90. re of the ammuial bmEfüniHien 
will be juſt ſufſuieirt d enable the ſaciety to grant to ench f chen 
1. u wek during cher Alneſs, and the remaining 55. per amm 
aid od, und carefully improved, nt the rute of abet und = df per 
cert, will inoreuſr to u cnpital that ſhall be ſuſficierrt, aocnnding to 
the chances of life in the tables three, four; ſtve, to enable the . 
elety th'piy 20 every member, after attaining to fixtycſeven'yoars of 
age, or \tpon'tis enttiihtig into bis Hixty-cighth year, an anon, 
begineting with F. and inoreafing, at the rute of 1. exery year, 
for ſeven yeuts, until, at the age of ſeronty- five,” it will he a ſlani · 
ing annuſty of 12“. for the remainder of He. Were ſuck a fact 
td Made its contribution 4d. u week, an allowance of 2 5s. maight 
be made, on the ſame fappoſition, to every member huring:Gokneafs; 
befilles' the payment of un armuity, beginning with 5. When a 
member emered nis fixtyafourth year, and änerraſing for fifteen 
years, until, 1 eee fixed neee 


his life at 20. a 2C the et 1 


If 


LET DER xu. 157 


bf. ſoginty has. a ht to. expert from ita confluent, parts every 

exertion in their power to maintain themſelves, before any. ingivi- 
dual has a claim fon any part of their mauutenance on; locicty in the 
 aggntgate, an uniwerſal plan, .obliging thols members; hohuaye 39. | 
thing 10 ſubſiſt on but their labour, t0 dey up @:ſmall.park, of ts 
produce; while in health, again& the day of ficknafs and; want, 
would be no unjuſt obligation but would, on the, cantrary, bo 
founged) an s rig equitabla; principle and, if tha; faregaing 
ealeuletion i cight, it would be no inconfiderable aſſiſtance in ficke 
neſs, and through the deelining years; of age: befides, the. an is 
cafy of execution, and is at preſent, in many places hung the 
— wn voluntarily. by the poor, being ensauννιgανα by 
the: (ablecigtion. of men of ſubſtance; and. very,gaod efieats-arils 
only in relief of, the) poor | ſubſcribery themelves,, an 
in lief M. the por N rates, bat: alſo, in the: preſervation of gaod 
order among the lower claſſes of ſocicty, ub, having men, 
principle tor 4hgir-chanitable-Jubſcribers,. truſtors / and dic tors, 
are; leſs;likbly..to-be incived. te inſurrections and. diſturhanaas than 
thoſe who,. having no communication with any claſſes af men {yr 
perior to themſelyea, are eaſily led on to choſe riotous procgedings 
which are a ſcandal o good government - off nr Nu 36 egorikils' nl 
Mr. Hanway, an, his ſtricturrs on- dhe, cauſes. .of,.dſphatenchs 
which. prevail among the lower claſſes, of .people, lanenta that the 
number of countryageatlemen is ſa mach ufd that, they can.ne 
longer form a body of, reſerve-to defend the cauſe;gf virtue, or fur: 
nich che means af. .its.dafence. Hs aſks, hay is 2bo-fituation, of 2 
ſine people, when a. gentleman. af education, ative hundred: or 
que thouſand a year, wha-thquidbe:gos ph ther chief guardiaug; 
brings himſelf and family ipto ancapeole, which, xequires three ties 
his income ? He who might bea Jovereigh4n;Þ3s: oven. demeldge:and 
took down on what the / ard calls greatnals, is.now-loſt in che mals 
of ſplendid vanity, and bewildered in trifſfe. . 
Nabe: 1 
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ni With — quvttlqcphilamiirilMimeerduifie. 

going remark. From this cauſe. no /inconfidenable Ag Sb the 
diſſolutenęſ hath: ptevails:in5the:countryi brides. ni Goodierabiples 
are iE ore anch que the cavntry ftands ãm need ofuoi Myre 
the dxmHesn Hehl hebdergy fer in irrte dife: equally moralias 
their axbettatians toothein patiſhionere rom he mulpit. eren in that 
: aſe, th ſtances of moralaoπihE, en hat elaſi af ſochotyymto 
ich b[labower looks: up withi naſpect, wiaugd net beniuthgcnt : 
-exappyjes; S heir immediate-piay-maſteds and empleyers-arc nat; ſuf- 
 Geient}p: card; above: them, and don much mix xithitham in c- 


»gobntrpagentioman, tha neſpectad ſmagiſtrata. who. underftands, and 
:is-attettive:toþ;thein;acal intereſts. ithat: ate wanted, ns cobfeant 
:Jtan(e-keepers]- innthe-gountrys hut the peciences afafuck atitheir 
country-rahdeidotertannet beoeqinmendad, and wilbotbenglants- 
riſy agcorded;y hunlaſt uff vergaown:metropalin..ccantling 
the, poet's greatnolh; vc cf wildomoihould: meet. vath ithe; fame 
fate, mne 2s mon bendise ad on 1dguo «11. anngiads 10u4g ebatul : 
aud dd boruBvbs eg Kelly. i ig ait 2420124314 36 Ds 
In, the: ſame eat sg the two. laſt publications which have een 
noticed medebiheis: appeerance,: there chme alſa from the præſa an 
anonymous reatiſa, o called; A View:of; ral Grievances; &. in 
which arera fe juſtiand pointed. remanks; founded on truth and 
actual obſeryatianen f5 Many. ſmall country - villages can date the 
commencement of paor-rates from the introduction af puhlia- 
houſes, which corrupt the morals, impair the health, impoveriſh 
and reduce the poor to the igreateſt penury and diſtreſa. But. che 
expenſes af government are ſo enormous, that the exciſe is too non 
ſiderable an object not to be encouraged at all events, and na tax 
that ſwells it will be taken off, to ſave the lower claſs of people 
from aaltrudien- Fe is 0 t e that: the laws 
ente; 21s 190d e an | relative 


LETTER XXIII. 169 


ä 1070 a very eonſAderule cnufe of the in- 
ereaſe of the posrarates;” 783 lg M011: rea b 
Mr. Kent, in ur Hints to Gentlemen f Landed Property, is of 
opinion that the great increaſe in the poor. rates arlſes from the 
tiſe in the value of the produte of land, which; he- yy; i full 
ſicty per cent. and thatethe riſe in the prĩce of labour is mot above 
twenty. Another eauſtio the diſadvantage the poor labour under 
_ m<cattying? their penny te Harkket e ſotmerly they could buy their 
butter and chesſt of the farmen; now they are driven to the ſhop- 
| keeper: they could formerly have their wheat ground they are 
now [/triven- to the miller and baker. The remedy he propoſew is, 
that gentlemen of fortune take on themſelves the ſuperintendence 
of: countzy-buſineſs : let them act as guardians for the poor, reduce 
the! ſize of farms, ineteaſe the price/of labour, and the induftrious 
poor wilt find a ſupport by ſach encouragement: but he peofeſſes 
he knocrs no law which dun foree people do be induſtrious. 
This aſſortion of Mr. Kent reſpecting the advanced price of 
the produce of the land, compared with'the advamee of wages, de- 
mands proof before it ought to be reaſoned from as a principle; 
and at preſent it ſtands a mere gratis dictum, as advanced by him. 
Adam Sinftly goes more mitjutely into the queſtion, which fequires 
a decided judgement © before conſequenees are dedueed from” #. 
The diſadvatitages the poor lie under in- going with their penny 
to market are great; but it is mueh to be doubted whether, at any 
time, they could buy the produce of land immediately of the far- 
mer, unleſs from their maſter: the quantity wanted by each indivi- 
dual is too ſmall, to ſuppoſe that the farmer could allow that 
loſs of time which would be neceſſary to deal to each one his 
trifling dole; and, if they lay in a ſtock, waſte will make a greater 
conſumption in their nt than the advanced 3 of ts Sos: 
keeper, - 

The firſt edition of An br into , the Nature and Cauſes 
of the Wealth of Nations appeared about this time; a book uni- 
Z verſally 
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3 A man muſt always five by 


| fiſting of fix perſons, 
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they,” 1 Kecur, in wening — .the 
5 ol, 8mith's maſk luminous tract on the Wah of 
+, danse! 
his wack, and his wages mill 
be, at leaſt, ſufficient to mania him: they mad pre upon 
moſt occaſions, be. fomgthing more, otherwiſe it would, be im- 
poſſible or hel, e and the rage of ſuch 
workmen, WO eee eſt generation, B.1 1. C. 8, iy 
" In Gren Bj "the wages, of labour ſeam to. be evidently 
more than Li 1 5 neceſſary to bring up à family.“ 


-- aj 


B. i. C, ;. en 


8 -Chief-Juſtice Hale, who wrote in the time of Charles the 
Second, computes the. neceſſary expenſe of a labourer's family, con- 
father and mother, two children able to 
do ſomething, ** two not able.) at ten ſbillings a weck, or twen · 
ty-ſix pounds a year.” B. i. c. 8. 
un 1668, Mr. Gregory King, whoſe ill in political with 
metic is ſo much extolled by Dr. Davenant, computed the or» 
dinary income of labourers and out- ſervants to be fifteen pounds 
a year to a family, which be ſuppoſed to conſiſt, one with ano- 
ther, of three and a half roms both ſuppoſe the weekly 
expenſe of ſuch families to be about twenty-pence a head.” 


B. i. Ce 8. 
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Frs edt fecbtepinte of Labour, mb ral? uahittty” or the Ya! 
cellirdes and GenVenierictes of e, Walch lt Tan prioevelf be- che 14: 
bourer; has, during the courſe of the Preiene eh , "Ine aſed; 
Petkapt, im u fil Bien propofrion cha Its Mone) The 
foregding maxinis, with keſpest to the Wages" of tad61 1 3 
ano fr elucidated in chapter the sch, bbok the © it, of 1 hid def. 
lent w ; 42 1 wi 11 272005 tt 1; eiue Wo 2 
by Sink PAO of Henty ths Eighth, the weatth ih teenie f 
the couittty have been cotitiiualty Weng, and; in the courſe of 
their progreſs, chelr pace Nees ratlier 16 hays Been gradvatly cel 
lerdted than returded. The Weges of 1bbur have been comftitir 
increaſing during the ſume period; and, in the greater part 6 the 
differetit dratiches of trads and ehitufiRires, the profits of ſtock 
date bien Uinilhiſhinig,” B. . E, * 
A little grocer will mate 1 t f AM cent. upon a ſtoek 
of a flange hundred poandb, nes ee kalte werchant, in the 
ume plsce, will Katte tne Eight of ten per N A Rock of teh 
tliotiſand. "The greater part of the appatent pre it on u Littl6 Rock 
is wages,” B. i, c. 10.6 Fus n een n 

«« The produce of labour, which atifes from the leiſute mne 
employmemts allow of, cotnes frequetitly AE, 10 market than 
would otherwiſe be ſuitable to its nature. AA Ws 

« The property which every matt Bas if Kn, s lödr. x it f is 
the original foundation of all other property, 16 it is the oſt ſeed 
and mviotable.” B. i. c. 10. 4 
In Great Britain, the wages of e det bers 
to thoſe of manufacturing- labour, than they ate ſaid to hive done 
in the laſt centuty, or in the beginning of the preſent,” B. 1. C. 10. 

ce The very anequal price of labobr. which we frequently firld in 
England, in Piles at no great diffance from one another, is pro- 


LAKES 


8 Dy is 16 cnc payment 6 d hide grocer for loſs of time iu retailing his ca- 
moſſities in fmall quantities, 


2 2 bably 
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bablyowing we theobſtryRioiv which ThenjawcofoUethemuine ſives 
to a/powr-mdaipartio' wollld carry hin mduftty fromlune q; amn io. 
another, without a certificate. B. i. c. 100. 41418 

les nανẽ,dAduan mar Why H DοννIiitted noi cmiſdemennbr fon 
this pariſhns luxe ie thakoſeicto) reſide; ipancevident violation Ana 
tara iſdeetyrantsſtiſtice. 2<Theaomionipecpletof: Ruland ho 
evt5"forjeatolts>of Their berry; but; tike ther common pep ISH 
other-quantries)aneverurighttly undeoftantd in m Rt: confilts bake s 
nde, for mote thair a/venrary, ſuffereditienteteds ts'beeupolidltyd 
this oppreſſion, without a remedy. Though men, hf TrefleAidnaitfs! 
hautoſbthetdme compleitive-of! the la of fertiemants, a8 publie 
gtievinces ot it hasinever been the object of any general poοαον, 
clamour, ſuch as that againſt 'getiejalowarraxies an abafive HHνEẽHi 

undoubredly, but fueh am dne as her likely't0.eceaficrt- atly 
general oppDeHH˙ιẽ,jj/ g ig. ayirtiocgget.odt g1. caruws5 3edw rings yt 
lee The ubſtrucom: hich eoiporaribnclavbainerto! the hey (r. 
colativii-ef lud beaibem td: ery. pad f Europe. 011 Thing! 
which iis given eg to. e pH e d, 10 Karan mow; e. 
lar do England it cohHfiſts ir the eifficuley i in which ap ⁰ m 
finds in obtaining a ſettlement, or even in being allowed to * 
ercife hid induſtryinnν⁰ pariſt: bur! chat th dh 00 
B. 10. 10. vil adw oft 28 N fh o to Aowaant addy Nh col 
The complaint of ' workmen, that rating of wages by act of 
parlament dputs te dabelt und: moſt induſtribudo upan the Tame 
footing with' an workmin, ſeems perfekely wall founded 
BIA ryin eich md NAT LHUUe As wy . 544 Arhevolq 
e The money - prics vf coarſe cloth in the' fifteenth. centdrylc 
compared with the, untyepriee at preſent,” cloth ig cheaper ow! 
that formerly} arid;probablyrauch-berter;? B. i, % E. 21130» 
The ſame computiſoniis made. with reſpe&t 46' Rocking u 
to:the ſame: effeftiyouca pair of fidtkingsy for à poor ſervarit Uid 
ben ooſt ai much 48d and a half uf Wheat. B. i. en; 5% 
anvtz220 Nom noqu ei 1100 Due bitslHiode. ni 221016 ines Neider 
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debe sse prater wills. — trees An, in 
England -carly:.ca thei: beginning :of (the; fen S 
Net. | O % 1.4 „sn s oni aafdion: 
his nſſertioum rannat be intandod⸗tol extend; $6 cormomiliayrand 
yet: bd thei warding-of the ſentenbt te t indie rondiand veer; 
mille tb falb xiris ꝗ id! aogld;otharetore} tbe quidlifietioin Du 
edi$ionigowateremanile raciſt editain)y were aii uſe de ſreꝛtha H ueſt / 
athovghtthecbrſt inſtancei offthe nit N ad in hee 
by: Bitzherbert's; Mature Hr t haye-ulbed: dn ther 29th; win 
EA rde Third. cr HOH Ni “, hofionggs tids 
irc adi thoſe improvemerits in the productive; powern: 9 οο 
which dend directly ta reduces the tu price of :manufaciuren,ntont; 
inditeſtiy to raiſe the real rent ofs land Ri gituen rt i] 
vu Thembole annual produce, of: theriland: and labour oſ a co 
try, or, what comes to the ſame thing, cher uhale rice: af Ah at an»; 
nua produce, natuaely: divides: 46616 ãnts hren νε e eανεỹi of 
land; the wagas df labour, auch the profita of DeR D ᷣenſtitetts 
a revenue to three diſftrent urdena ti cep” 3140: theſa ho: liveby. 
rent to thaſe ho live bye vues, o and:to who lire bre 
Biz entawallt vid of nvvs d οννντ yaticfiexdo: at dba 
Te iatebeſt of thoſe. who live by vagen d, u tx 
nected with the intereſt of the ſociety as thoſe who live by bent. 
Bi. G ene No ee e e do ↄisH¹, DD,.” 
Tha wages of the labourer are ne chigh ashi the heme; 
mand for labour. is continually riſing 05 whattthe: quattity-<m+} 
ployed is every year increaſing oonſiderably; when this rea; wraltlt! 
of the ſocisty boomen ſtatiqnary, his: wages are-foon;rredvjeed? to 
wh 19harely enough to enable him 407 bring up! afamily;: oprto> 
continue the race of: labourers ; When theft decline they 
fall even below this. B. i. ennciuſion of /&@/1a9mo> ne 
55 Tho proportion between the price: of proviſtams inngr Q 
and England is the ſame ud as beform ſhecgrest Multiplici oma 
— and corn is, upon moſt occaſions, 
full 
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= 
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full as cheap in England as in France, although there is a great 
deal of paper-money in wo noe and ſcarce any in n. 
B. ii. C. 2. * 
« It is not nba of Aire 2 genetal 
diſpoſition to drunkenneſs among the common people; but that 
dipdfition;-ttifing from othet cauſes. wecoffacily-- gires 
ment tea r Nur 10 Jeu 
Serbe "honey«price" of corn. regihatesahatoof all other homes 
54 {tiregulates the monty - pre oß labour whicis 
6h alAyw be fuch as to enable the labourer to purchaſe u g 
W &rn fuffleienr to maintain him and his family, either in the 
|-2tiodgtate,-or ſcanty; manner; in which the advancingy f. 
tibnaty, or declining, circumſtamees of the dee oblige n e 
od maintain kim“ B. i E. oo 8014, 463, Lag] Nip 
be rea vulue of 'evity' other Amade is" ftralhy-arenſured 
and, Gerets by de proportion which ire average" mne price 
bears 10 oe, price od ern. B. % D of 
„ A tation F Afelbp etaRtly a a\direld tax 
Bret — . wii} 4d Dae zen bad mat cnt dads 
'{@"Yi6Pis8 different with tunes en luxuries, even on-thaſe of thy 
poor; Achau hefe nagut ſome wh ncroale the diſtrais of diſor- 
deriy finds, and klendby diminiſh ſometwhaw ef Aheir abilidy! 10 
11 up Gildten.“ aul not, probably; diminiſn mach whe 
populitia' id o 0/8, 27 25mebags Eons 561 
'< Under nechffaies the author comprehends not 'only n 
things which/nature, bur thoſe) alſo which the eſtabliſhed rakes of 
decency, hare ade nereffary to the pon; a len,, ſorpy teatliee 
ſhoes; in England * alf other things he calls bururire, witleus 
meining te throw the ſthalbeſt [reptoach om the temperage le bf 
them, loch as been, ale, Aude ſogar, ae 


Ky. b. 1 Hallaq od 0! ,y090% ỹ οννπẽꝭẽeo Auge e 04 Lon 
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wit 20d ; olgqooq nommen od} grioms Amden o noiiilo 
Fra date ee dd, ese pablewiens, 0 
tract of any notice, appered, ;antil Mr; „ Sertign 
be Hove o Commons: agrin: rquſed; the public. tren en to 
this tlanpootatt! objet. The. ſchedule, of inquiries tranſmitted (by, 
the-Louſo:1o: all the magiſtrates, / the Clergy, chureb-yardens, and. 
oyerietrs of the poor, throughout England and. Wales, compe 
a htm; into that ſabiect ] which, having; deen .1be, cen 
u nn bel become the ce f n one. The rata of the, fer 
bas he — and their minds, were; agitated. on.. 
aparrans;; confiderations:: - the, firſt. was, the, extent of 
wil ao; S cd bythe 0 
to the queſtiane ate; it ap ring, thatoh: Gam. regung th. 
millions. was expended annualy font tha relief,of,ahe pear A and 
that this ſum had inereaſed by. haſty @ridey, hing an, exceſs; of 
nearly, one : third of dhe total pxpended gn tha fame; acopunt;enght 
years; before. /) Tha) other peint, an Wit Soak 
rafted, was the plan propoſed — ee e 
alarming cuil. Several publications a 
in general, condemned the meant — 
tine every merit of goed- 83 paper. T 
— for the p. e e 
bas plan, may de paſſed over io. Mx. vnleſ they, clact 
dave! (ſome: principle on the ſobjeRt of the New. Sr ect 
of the. poor, Dut, efore-theis pablicationn.ars_ noticed. N 
be proper to give a ſummary. abſtract. of, the, þillwhich Mx) Gilbert 
offered to the of his country, to be paſſed into a law, and 
which he introduced to rhe attention of the public by a pertinent 


W well calculated to explain the evils be 
wiſhed 
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wiſhed principally | to regulate, and the ara which by jnjepded : 


to correct yn eg Yo 105 Igel Vis 
The bill, jou prevyble . Rated. the fact that gives, riſe 49 the 
BOT Ws of t the rates and aſſeſſments for the em 


ployment and — 1 of the poor have, for many years, been greatly 
increaſing; notwithſtanding which, many ſick and impotent per- 
ſons are left to periſh, or endure great neceſſities, for want of 
timely and effectual aſſiſtance; and others, who are healthy and 
able to work, are not properly employed, but are permitted to 
contract habits of nn. vagrants and 
thieves.” _ 

It then proceeds to ſtate the N intended to be paſſed into « 
law by the legiſlature, viz. the uniting and incorporating ſeveral 
pariſhes, for the purpoſe of maintaining and employing their poor, 
upon one common fund, under the direction and ſuperintendence of 
gentlemen of character and fortune, reſiding in or near ſuch; pa- 
riſhes, and Run Wanne 
purpoſe. 

This wahod the preaxable fixqes ee have. den Bond. by experi: 
ence, better to anſwer the purpoſe than any other mode. EW, 
The enacting- clauſes contain the means propoſed to carry this ſyſ- 
tem into execution. e folloving ar the heads of thoſe d 
very, briefly ſtated : 

Juſtices at quarter-ſeſſions to appoint a day for chooſing 3 
Goners, who are to take an oath preſcribed, —— Ages 
and appoint a clerk and two agents, and receive 
oath from bigh-conſtables, church-wardens, gf a6 
ſhall unite the pariſhes into diſtinct diſtricts, not acenting this. 
teen. pariſhes in a diſtrift, nor Jeſs than three z but their powers 


© heart cb. ret bd of the 
incorporated houſes of induſtry in Suffolk, Noriplk, and eliewhere, throughout the 
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.. New cotmhitten/wpaiveo-hoelcdbuery yeare 1:7 Times Jon He 
Pariſhes are to chooſe three overſeari, in tha manner preferibed 
by the bill, from hom the committee art to ſix on one; who! is to 
be allowed a ſalary ; and. frum the time of the appointment of ſuch 
e the duty o the ed ones ia tq ceaſes . ü 
Tho duty of the unte ia to inguure into the enn. 
tion of the work houſes, nd of tha; poorg within their reſpee« 
tive pariſhes; and to mu a report thertef to the diſtrict. agent. 
and alſo: of all alterations that᷑ may happen an any posticulas r und 
td obey the orders and commands of the! diſtria agent. or che fe 
EntBocommmnttes.' ro v1 to! oiftni-yniffs move es 05: yoo} brig 
The diſtrift-agent.is to lay ſuch. report before. tho diſmiẽt· com- 
mittee and to infurti ; himſelf of gl{rparticales> with reipevto 
the condition of the poor, as to their maintenance, | employment; 
&c. which he ſhall alſo report to the diſtri cemnittce-at1 every 
meeting. 0 2. Nn Ar h . ttointiqo Tor org Nu 
Tho property oi Al work. houſes l be: veſtsd-mm the niſtricb - 
committee, with all the furniture; de und inſtiumenti u td, 
which have been bought and ſypported by the poor's aten undd 
aſſeſſmenta : —which work hant en they m telb anch diſpoſe 
of, and P 36 aich the 
Poor's rates, . rn St £9135 at: 535874171 bu + MM rioÞbirac 21 
C. arr eraproholtd-eaid-ondes-0h: ime 
duſtry where they cannot purchaſe ar{hive:corvenient duildings 
for that purpoſd j and allo! to” prithaſs dr hire land; end rt en- 
tract for waſte ut ee the land vf 
"the manor. Atubir 10 rat» 
— become additions! tenſbremaf ax fas 
ef monty, left; in truſt to be laid aut u theo p lands 
for any infants, lunatics, idiots, &c. in caſe, the. ſame ſhall;cy- 
cced the. ſum of a0l. until Ganh ſums of: money; are; laid ont in the 
purchaſe of lands; and the money, 1 in the man- times; tthall (be 
lad. out in the public * 
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—— named by dhe petfons cinterc/ioch)i ande ibo vrhet 
byidkeaqiftraranimittee;raor anten 2b thee; 5nd the ute- 
reft;oity the ear time, he apphaditardnaſof th; e 
intereſted. 201i „ o nn nngiievpils owns be be 
As ſoon as the -hauſe of indaſtry ſhall Tofitted up, and furniſhed, 
no poor perſo is to recoivecany- pay; penſion; or relief, except- in 
cafes of viatentfickneſs or ſudden/accidents/: yo 04 20: 
Where, cby'thb laws now in force, Thagiſtrates ar empowered 46 
proceed, om the complaint of :the.oveaſcers; ofthe! poor; with re. 
ſpect tony baſtand- child they are then to 
of the diſtrifbicommittte;nom 1220 ei d goituam 241 93011, 3.05! 
T de diftrifb-committee-s empoweratito apply what ſums of mo- 
ney they may cccafionatly/think-proper 'towardsipaying>the weekly 
oontrihutiams of ſuch of the pr rng in clubs and friend- 
| . —— 
relief) andi ſupport when diſabied by fickneſs or aceldents;: 
for: the: purpoſe) of paying | wachers,: and / providing books, —.— 
inſtruction of children at Sunday - chooh a he diſtrict- mit 
tes de. alſo required to provide 3 ſchool for the edacation of por 
nn bon ecu hnigeg Htepy (190k poi" 22 200 Kine B WOT 

-  Eyery-diftrit-agent ſhall, with the pfliſtence of the klerk of tb 
diſtrict,” keep, in a book, an cru accent of u expenſes at- 
tending building, furniſhing, nd providing ftores and utenſile for 
ths; houſe tif induſtry, and of the mj“ of the people re- 
ding therein, and of all other 'experiſes reſpeRing- the poor, and 
ſhall”lay. u ſtata of ſuch expenſes everyomonth' before he commit- 
ter ; and ſhall, in order to fix aptvper meaſure of diſt t1iittion From 
the pariſhes: within the diſtriſt, prociueaty decount of the wecken 
expen(cs of t por of every par within the years 1583,” 170, 
and 1785, Ne whips rn ——— ad er | 
the+fime . before the commirtee;; who ure d in ſpec and eramine 
fuck terurna, und make them a8 perfect 30 pofflble r and, to that 
* | Aaz2' | purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, they ſliall he empomered: to 1 (feb 
perſons as have . beert; pariſh-officers for thoſe: years; and aliiother 
perſons who can give them inſormation on the ſubyeft,- whoiarsito 
attend, and anſwer. all. queſtions relative to the ſubject, on oa 
undet. pain of eamwitent ff non: attendanf e h⁴,ꝰfg indictment, 
for. patjury\ if they (ſpeak: fal. e 2dr 10 eee 374 Hot 
After the proviſiongof the act are adopted iti any diftridt;; the 
ſums to be annually raiſed: fur dbimlief und minen one 
poor hall; net in any pariſh, ted the: anni rfutn ſo ratſed 
thereſn upon che medium f / the [ſaid thies q years! The diſtritt· 
agerit ſhall-alſa, at ibe end of every quarttꝛ ef A H, a ek at 
leaſt before the meeting of the next monthiyicommittu ae àn 
accurate acodunt of the, expenditurs within the rid quamer And 
lay it before the ſaid committee; that they thay be enable te mL 
an order for he evyingy he pre ted  andothe difiriitiagent 
ſhall alſo, ſettia abe quotu of::cach ;parith; ud day the ſfans>beford' 
the. committee for: theif allowance which hal bennett U 
overſcers t Ahe mh, qvcho are 10 afleſy; and collect cho ſameſ ant 
payrãt to the fliſtridtagentood al- te gs eee 16 eee, 
: Apts 0 oney: far buildings, fbcon the:commintee lnyobors 
row a ſum not exceeding four years poor- rates, and aſſign D 
bwildinges Se and elt ar:any part of the ipoor-rates/-ar'ſerugiryFor = 
the p herr ed and intereſt. in bod a ni q in 
... Ng;feeson-perquiſitea;ſhall.be received:fob any? beine do 
virtue, of this act, hy any: agentyivverſver; clerky/iur athers,o1fThs 
appeal to the poor : rates to be tothe quarterꝭ ſeſſiuna. s alu tb 
If any diſtrict- agent, or oyerſeer, on xriuiſitiott from the diſtcta 
committee to come to account, hall refuie ſo to do he hall be 
committed to the common gaal for a fpate not enctzeding ſiu calen- 
dart months, or until hg complies... All penalties; inflited- by dne 
"at ſhall be. ecoverable hefore one j̃uſtice f the peace 5541 e 
1 Theſs are. the heads. of all the materiat1clauſes in Mr. Gilberr's 
1 ſome others which GED | 
4 8 81 | of 


-ſabjetts,. 
ee neee nant of our 
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contribution, ſtands next in order of time, haviog made its 
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beneficigl and that what has in 
tarlly. might. without, injuſtice, me: 
eſpecially if ſuch obligation 
ing, the liberty they have | 
2. them hy — 

Winde l- 1348414 = . 1255 
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2 At'anonymbus/ paltſplitet;' introducitig 4 ec" uf 'n WM fer: s 
relief and ent of the poor, appeared" the dae Perf Mr 
Gilbert's introductory plan was publiſhed; - - ee 

The writer reduces the complaints to two heads ; firſt, the great 
miſapplication of the pariſh- money; ſecondly, the general neglect of 
the pariſh-officers in employing the poor. He alſo affirms, that an 
increaſe of the impotent poor, beyond a certain proportion, is ati 

1 impoſſibility, except in caſe of à peſtilential diſeaſe : therefore he'is 
of opinion, that the increaſe of the poor, which is ſo much talked 
of, is mere ſound, and ſignifies nothing. He alſo ſays, that the 
„„ ee rel 2ondear thoſe who would 
work, but are not able. 

The act he propoſes is reviſionary of the forty-thinl nale of ; 
Elizabeth ; the ſpirit of which is tö be the main object of the act 
propoſed; and only ſuch of the regulations in the other ſtator 
are to be adopted as have a manifeſt tendency to the fue print 

ciples ; but the act he propoſes is, at the fame time, undsubtedly 

vifonary, for it is to execute irſelf; chat is, it mult leave nothing t6 
the diſcretion of thoſe who are empowered to execute it. 


' Thoughts on the Cauſe of the' Increaſe of the Poor, 1587. "This pairt- 
phlet afferts, that the increafing burthen of the poor's rate rife 


from the abſorption of ſmaller farms in greater, 3 
the poor labourer of a portion of land round his eottage. Whether 
ſuch an effect could atiſe from ſueh cauſes, if they univerſally took 
place, ſhall not now de agitated, | becauſe it is apprehended the 
facts are by no'meiins general; but the increment of the poo's rate 
is univerſe! ; and as confiderable in thoſe pariſhes where rhe ſmaller 
farms have no been abſorbed by the greater, and where the cbt 
tager has unt been deprived of "hs gran, as where theſe circum» 
ſtances have taken place, <6. 271 7 renn eren C1507 * 

Mr. Godſchall, in his general plan of parochial ahd provindat 
police, complains, und with much reafon, ef the negligent" e ter- 
tion of the poor- laws, * great truth and propriety inveighs 
againſt 


f LETTER XXIV. | 183 
_ againſt the ſwarm of ale -hauſes that infeſt all our tomna, and de- 
prave and n raren, e was 
publiſhed in 1787. 

The Rev. Joſeph — of -Pewiey, i in Wiltſhire, tells. us 
that-theipocr-lews,” fo beautibol in baby, promote the evils. they 
— ETpany A nnn to 
relieve. engage 
10 *%: They antizet.caly majut;iapgrein, ee abe ln pro- 
cerd on .privGples which border on: abſurdity ; . becauſe. they ſay, 
r Ins ek 
prodigality, and vice, ſhall ſuffer nit.. wo 
He ſays alſo, that che diſtreſa of the poor does not atiſe de abe 
big prise of corn. ſoap, leather, candles, ſalt, & c. 23 will appeer 
from the high priae af labour, Which has advanced in the propor- 
tion of ſix to four within a century ; G 
to Sir William Petty. 14090 183! 

That, under the preſent ſyſtem, chermeten d nee 
at the neglects of his ſervanta, or maintain them without work; 
that the laws diſcourage improvements in agriculture.s' Maſta lands 
would otherwiſe be 'tilled;-as: they; are exempted. from. the 'chaims 
of the church ſeven years, but not from the demands of. the ho 
tat a fixed and certzin- projiſion, for. the; poor eee dba, rng 
of: inuſtry. 005% f i Minors ago, 23g od qa et ELKE! 
The ia ot (cttloments bas reſtrained the poor, to their own 
pariſhes, ; where: they are. regarded, with: an ein eye, and has pre- 
vented them going elſewhere, where they ; world. be received with 
joy :parifh orkhouſes diſarm: the magiltinte, and intimidate the 
Poor; badging the pos is alſo ſtrongly rated i hunt werk 
houſes are liable to ſtill ſtrumger objections i und farming the poor 
in the top of the climax. of anppadlion and ahſurdig gg.. | 
Such is Mr. 'Tovinſend's Philippic!.on.the preſent ſyſtem of the 
poor-laws, contained in a publication which. made it appearance 
in Nr m... ſenſible obſervations on: be. ſub- 


ject ; 
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| jefalthoughtitcis este thaimeriferritxhilabc an being 
practice of experieicing:the cxecution of thut , 2willtolaiih 
ſuch an ungualifedinveT % 5. eee e wee 
The xafoimpaapaſed iss te ——— —— 1 

| -ainzythetatrly 


he lagiſloiute; and, — rs — opined 

Save prqpontion of the poor's nates the diſpoſal of which freud de 
—— of the miniſtor, .churchawarderis, ard Gy. 
ſeers, ſubject only to the orders of auveſthy.q "te lays thx or World 
ta-arive farmers to uſe:oxen,-whith. WiN Aerea ths qumhritf of 
food, far-the podey3to-inetoſe e eee dee the Pr 
voluntary contributions. „ e ee 
. . - 
oſſared & iplanto the public; amder \thatitie. of. #*:Hinw'reſpedting 
| che. Posen Gubmitted 0:2ho Confitaration mf aherbiumniane and Aer 


commings; atbazviebfervanes lamm yu 
1 —— wages vnd earn. 
ings; and every oocupier M lands and tenementi/ ta py one fn · 
| tieth of his rent: the miniſter; church-wardens, and overſeeru, to 
be a body- corporate for the maty of the fund, and to have 
aſſocigtediwith them d perſon choſen by the poor, who contribute; 
to the fund; the payments to be made by weekly contributions, and 
maſters to be:'#eſpouſible:ifor.the-quojta» df their ſervants; and: la. 
bourers; and each puriſn to be diſtin from dun other, and no 
— — — 
PAS Arup above fburdbing)# 
eee af coir, eee 
uod 3 
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Magistrate i but im particular caſes, where! tho elblithed whio of 
religf. is not ſufficient, the miniſter, during  divne-fervice, ''is to 
 euli the atone ea pn agar 
hn eee eee 
Begging to be reſtrained ——— 
beg, and ſettlements 10 be aboliſhed but whoerer migrates muſt 
give to the an account of what pariſh he removed 
from, and where he paid his laſt contribution; and, if the officers 
of the pariſh do not chooſe. to admit him as a pariſhioner, they 
muſt give to the officers of the pariſh, where he laſt eontributed to 
the pariſh-fund, a memorandum or note, promiſing, to pay them 
the portion of his carnings; and, in ſuch caſe, 2 
pariſhioner of the pariſh w hence he migrated. 
„ All ——— —y—ę— mars 
dme lntians mu IEERTs 
them 3645 At 0 Rah- 

„ em the unnd ends ut 6 — — 
tions of which are not neceſſary tu be noticed. in the curſory. view 
which is meant to be taken of theſe publications; the author alſo 
compares the ſum of the proportion of contributions, propoſed to be 
raiſed; by his plan, with the amount now levied-by. the poor's rate 
in his pariſh, to ſhew the advantage and facility of the ſcheme pro- 
„ 
Wannen ro N. 
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Fine die, in the Houſe of Commons, William Young, Eſq. now 
Sir. Willem Young, Bert. member of parliament for Bt, Maws's, 
:” 3.1 7 \* brought 


— 
. f 
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brought in a bill, which he had previouſiy inttodusscb do cher notice 
of the public, by a pamphlet, entitled Obſurvationdo Prohminery 
to a propoſed Amendment of the Poor -Laws hich pabtemion 
was corrkſſtetl ando enlarged: in a ſecond editien; whenee -a- ort 
ſummary:of : the, principal heads of the act he propoſed: dhall be 
tabenb ns sls rte s [230 of bag row of 109 f Ae 0) 
The preamble ates, mat many poor perſons become chargeable 
for want of employment here they are ſottlod : whoj- if permitied 
to inhabit elewhers, would not be chargeable; 1 © D not 
Therefore be it enacted that . 
of ſattlement, until ho he actually chargeab le. nr 
t Provided: that ſuch perſon attends tha — ere 
giſtrates, and makes oath of his laſt legal ſettlement; otherwiſe die 
ſhall be removed to his ſottlemenit. j u being aſcertained) by ather 
means; and atteſted copies of ſuch examination ſhill-be gigen to 
the pariſh-officers of he pariſh into which ſuch pauper is come to 
reſide, and + te:rthes Auen bim ſah, Which Mall ber admitted a8 
eridedee oß his. laſt legal ſettlemont: in ialhi carte, bc. 0 . oft aud 
Reſidence ten years in any pati wiuhmut icing! elidrgeable 
either to the-pariſh; in hich i chey reſide on 40 that whore-their legal 
fertlement; was,: hall ahtain a ſettlement in ſuch poriſh ot #:pawper | 
and hie Ohildren. . 1000 hut o ien n 991g8 Merl fro 
No. perſum fromthe dats of the act, to gam a ſenlement by! paye 
ing taxes, by ſervice, non by apprenticeſhip unleib with con fan of 
the pariſh· offers, ſignified in writings RIS act to have 
1 view) 23th afls 30 one ads yd buds 
Baſtards are to be ſettled with cheir ha o:Mn6q yas 
Overſeers removing a pauper are to be 1 by the pariſh 
to which he belongs: xeaſonable. charges of eee re- 
moyal to be ſettled by one magiſtrate. ih 40 ns g 
20 All contract fer maintaining the poor, allowed: by. the ;gth,;of 
| [George H. Ata be, vaidy and. ſo much of that. a ts be repmaled ; 
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_ ofiſeven © fo ageiofi! ſoventeen,- with the obnſtnt of i4he #cfleyiand 
the-parentsl of thewhildien, ſhall be validiqa5q.s yd ig 517 19 
ON ptbhcani(hill be a /pariſh-officer,- 1090b02m4 balogong 5 ot 
:i The overſters, e. ſhall give u trud aceatntto/two Juſtits every 
kx meine, at ſtated mes, of all ware, iniplenionts} tak Gel 
for ſetting the poor to work; and alſo of all materials and 8 
mumufacturediy and ſuch>juftices aro empowered ko rd the ober- 
ſvars tu pùrchaſu othet Waren enplemdnts, und tele, out the 
money collected by the poore' rates/pwhich order they-adg' obey 
under /penalty not exvendingites poqdbbd. ł m0 % F 
The overſeers are to regiſter in a bodk, the names, fn, age, if 
married / or not. and children) thein names, fex, and age of all 
year, gt ſtatod times, to tw juſtices}/ ar their petty-ſefions; under 
tho ſame penalty. (0/641 nErd au i ergo) Dalld)in 105 eee 
Tuo juſtices, at ſuehl Iperiad feu. ate to Þ4-etnpoirery®'to 
— PA PAS — ů ů — 


N (us 14 2189Y- D ne 
Aryl be — dtkab of wages, from the 
Zoch of November tothe ddt of 'February; 1 
them ſhall agree on, to be paid to ſuch poor 
work, and to ſend them ———— 
pomionally a they pay to the rates} to by employed und paid, in 
the proportion of two - thinus by the payſbn'employing; and one- 
third by the patiſh- officers, out of the rates; which proportion, if 
any 659% PEO TYNGS, 7-6-4707 brew peace ſhall levy treble 
th6 amount. (90k, 192% UN 6 treo e 
"v1 — — Ale u by, : may be appointed for a 
pariſh, hundred, or diviſion, by ve juſtices, at their petty: tions: 
the ſalary to be pald by the overſeury bf the reſpectve purtiuos out 
of the money colflected by the rates y te duty of) ſath-Grenſoars-is = 
. . ma- 
| giſtrates 
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giſtrates to zemoueqhim for miſbahayiours andohebſhalloalotbe 
liable to a penalty not exceeding ten Pounds flor ever offences and 
no: perſanqs io vb iauct him / in his offide-under a Nile pemalfy ory 
The penalties levied, by virtue of this bill to be paid ono ali 40 
theſinforxant, nnd hene half to the overſerrs of the pariſtu Where the 
offene ohe committed 10m ;3nioq n ont no:1Fts offi bid 

- Anappral to the ſellions given to: perſans ggrie ved eοẽ/ꝗ ui t 


S Wiliam Young's: preliminary obſervations: tb: this hill enn 
tzin much inſtructive Matter andi prove, that the mover ef the 


bill, wall underſtood.. the: ſubjeR he ſhrbught fbrwarũ to the dom 


Gderationef.the Houſe z the attention his: pamphlet, att the iow; 
of its publication, attracted, was ſuch a teſt of its merita, ate ο 
caſſon a wiſh. that the limits of this, tract would permit ub ferital 
of the greateſt. part / of its contents h hat. as. the ſinoerity af uuqua - 
lified praiſe ĩs always. ſuſpicious, it willtherefore. better henome the 
writer. of, theſe, pages tamention.an inſtance or tworin which it ãs 
preſumed Sax Wallis omg has dran a coneluſion itfiat the prov 
makes Rated by him ill not, warrants vnftier Fo nit es 121100 
He ſays, in page-a3, tha an avidity. to-jnereaſe income hes inte 
duced che inclofure pf commans:and waltes,” which! han tende to 
incealaithe poorisrates and inftances-ſix phritied in -Rutkinghants 
ſhe ia fers nobancleſed in 1776, when the aggregete df the 

poet 8 vateꝶ ini thaſe, pariſhes Ma 7.564 1644 .. but! wers ineloſedt 
in 1786, when the aggregate; amounted? to 148 g 355 tharefortiby 
—— on rea ante. Ants wa * 4612958 
By theahſtract of, the wet urn made by the overſeero, preſented = 
Pagans. the committee, the expenſes of a great 
pariſhes have increaſed in; a ſimilar ratio between the tyon parioca 
of 273522 where there has been no incloſure af waſtes 
equallyras an: thaſe fix: pariſtes here inclaſures. have been ;medog 
therefons one fait op and deſtroys tha other, conſequantiyn n 
men can ha drann 16 2olgoHevirme 11G viflenoM 
| neben — ahne Tot ener >*br{1 6 Tha 
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-4ThtolifeRdation'of arme! We thiy cfflightndiertatot[Htcs: 
tba un \from rhe nvevſſity that [part vPthe Tale Rhett!" 
who (pead'rheltrefine in ourctutturious: mE feet! ARR 
thirksthcomes,i (lis dalle golla H theN waüſt Gf: Ghia 
pets ite ſpoct uo iche pdory dit abel ace lad 
cidatb the aſſertion is not in point; nor is en bent 
farm is increalie-te;forecthinadred po year 
tion oi it du oe vf fifty, u- wn mind furtla Huf; 
but, vn therDnwarN to pu dabourerw inte them; and TTSV“ 
o6:theotn arins, which when n the hands of tei Hetie Hitthely'd 
probably: did not umount: to two thoaſaid pounds; Serie! 
handywofta capitat farmer, ot ſive hundred a year; to JodVAGtble 
theinmounty' und; where there db the greateſt ſtock, there will e 
cui p, the greateſt erh ple ett: mute this argumiat Bat 
berryſoubly trindled by othef penn, as e dire tis aſffſtance I Ch 
give it hi chu much, however{/ is oTerealtip at fete, & ct HOHAN 
tion of ſmalb farms proceeds to that bv e hes plucked ehe- . 
bourer's expeRation of raiſing HH an thi World, id hotjeft at 
bitionj whit bet pu te dey; is nippet in de Büd.. ( 93 
2! The public! hid Wired} reecivec; HH the pon the Rev My) = 
eee eren hl yy TB 
tzon os the nαtiüp oN ofthe kingdom ore prticullnty/onwhd! 
ſubjeEb which has juſt been mentiohed, a F by Sir HH 
Toungr wat the effects ariſing from meines pwhichsthiv very 
accurate inveſtigator, "and minute nquiter ibvofkRts,) fates to have 
len, irmproved::agrieuiture, plomty und eheapnels 'of fptovifien, 
population, private aud wational wWealcht iy, he turned his 
attettion to the cauſes of the increaſe of the poor; unõꝙ proditbdin 
paliiphles, entitled, The Inſufficiency: f the Caules 10/wHich the 
 Iridreaſe of the Poor, and of the Pecs Matet, Shave been! Leu” 
nl uſeribec: tie true one dared; with un Tnquiry Haw the 
Mortality of Country- Houſes of | IndufttyÞ a, 3 
NH Acland's Plan, for rendering the Poor independetit. 


Four 
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d 1 bobuils x 82 2111 7 
F Four, prinelÞ4l, 0 aules, Me. Howlett ſays, ha ie de been nente 
the increaſe af the poor, and of the expenſes foes ; mpintainin Dg.1 hem! 
3ſt, Our jnjbdicious ſyſtem of poor's laws, and their, age Exe» 
cution. ;, ad, the g teat number of ale- houſes; za, the, e 
wickednsfs, and ST of the poor; , 4th, 'the ingraſſing 
farms. — - The firſt cauſe has been aſſigned by Mr. Townſend 2 
Mr. Gilbert, whoſe arguments and concluſions Mr. Howlett a 
and then draws an inference; that, upon the whole, thoty] 
our poor-laws may be imperfect, and their execution defectiye; we 
haye yet been preſented with no ſatisfactory proof that any of theſe 
deficiences are ſo great as to have cauſed that rapid increaſe of our 
poor and of our poor - rates, which have taken place; and he is of 
opinion, before we aſcribe theſe evils to the ſpirit of our laws, .or 
their execution, we ſhould inquire how the matter ſtands in other 
kingdoms of Europe, where no ſuch laws exiſt ; —he gives an in- 
ſtance of a pariſh in Edinburgh ; another in Glaſgow z, where the 
expenſes for the maintenance of the poor have increaſed very con- 
ſiderably; and concludes this head of his inquiry with extracts from 
ſome letters of Monſ. Pataud, vicar of the pariſh of Paterne, in 
the city of Orleans, which ſtate the population of that city at fifty 
thouſand perſons, of whom one-third receive charitable aſſiſtance ; 
and | that there is collected, by various means, and expended for 
their maintenance, about fifteen thouſand pounds a year, and many, 
nevertheleſs, periſh for want. From information contained in 
theſe letters, Mr. Howlett alſo concludes that five millions ſterling 
are raifed for the poor throughout the kingdom of France; and 
then afks if England cannot raiſe two millions better than France 
can, five ? 

In the ſecond ſection, he expreſſes his doubts of Mr. Godſchalls 
opinion of the fact, that ale- houſes are much increaſed in number 
throughout the kingdom; and conceives, on the contrary, that the 
number is conſiderably decreaſed; at leaſt they are ſo in the hun- 
dred of Hinckford, in the county of Eſſex; therefore he concludes, 
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as far far as. ale-houſes re concerned, if the reaſoning alluded to be 
juſt, br poor's rates. ought to have been gradually dithiniſhed. 

In the the 155 ird * jon, Ne wickedneſs and profligaty of the poor 
are enden: e increment of Which the author 66s 'nbt, u 
the Whole, se as equal to the increment of their" expenſes 'or 
aftual diſtreſs ; although he acktiowledges that tete irg fötm cot. 
ſiderations which ihcline him to think, that there is really 3 a greater 
degree. of moral depravity | and a greater frequency of vice ambiig 
our poor than there were formerly; but this increaſe he, with 
great humanity, argues to have been the conſequence of their po- 
verty, not the cauſe of it. In the purſuit of this inveſtigatich 
he takes notice of, and treats with no great reſpect, the  6piniions 
of Mr. Firmin, Mr. Locke, Lord-Chief-Juſtice Hale, Gir Jofiah 
Child, Mr. Defoe, Mr. Godſchall, and others, who, reſpectistiy, 
at different times, from 1678 to the preſetit period, have declared 
themſelves of opinion, that the relaxation of "diſcipline and cor- 
ruption of manners have occaſioned a general avefſion to honeſt 
employment. 7 Ars Pap 001 

The queſtion, whether the abſorption of ſhatter ane in larger 
has tended to increaſe the number of poor and their expenſes ? de- 
cupies the fourth ſection. Mr. Howlett” enters futly 1 into the fub- 
ject; and proves, by fair deduction of atguitierit, "tht, aflowitg 
the number of labouring- families to be increaſed,” by the mmm 
farmers being reduced to labourers, to the amount of "even forty 
or fifty thouſand, yet, as the call for Jab$ur in huſbandry Has, 
by the ſame means, been increaſed, and the number of poor 
added to the total being not a hundredth part, it will, at the 
- moſt, allow for an increment of expenſe amounting to ten thou- 
fand pounds a year, To prove this, theſe facts are ftated ; — 
iſt, that the number of labourers, forty years ago, was five mil 
lions; 2d, that the poor coſt the kingdom, at that titme, 4 mil- 
hon ſterling ; and that the practice of engrofling farms may have 
converted farmers' families into lahourers, to the Amount of forty 

or 
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or fifty thouſand; - Mr. Howlett gives ev 
mg al manher' i in Wich the Editor of Te Aa nna 
ture has trea t this 14957875 in vol. vl. 16. 
the firſt 111 Led ti jedtion to the üs 8 
e ef le le givell their o g . this fi F 
belly" m ate to the ce attribu ed to "thera; be Proceec cee oceeds, 

in the ſecond ſeftion,. to ſtate what appeais {6 o. him 5 ſufficient 
0 ha ve err the expenſes of the oc r 2155 ho her thi 1 have | 

9 9 lace them 1 in a ſituation equally Wintbrrable what 

0 Ha forty « or fifty years ago, © T5 . none other. hat.” . 1 
the price of 0 labour has not advanced i in projortion. 10 the advance it in n 
price 7 provi s,” 

To detail the rain of arguments followed by our wen 
and ingenious inveſtigator, would extend this part of the preſent 
inquiry to too great a lefigth ; and, to mutilate arguments,” en 
one doubts of their iO = 4 would not be candid : let it ſuffice, 
therefore, to arb the fubject at preſent, ſtating only the 44 
of the authör' pf 55. his own words: — Upon the w 
there is a long Al Unffbrmt chain of evidence to eltabliſm our 
main point, that tlie increaſing tniſeries and expenſes” of the 
poor have been owing to the greater advance in the price of 
proviſibns, either: gradual, or ſudden and 2 KK than in the 
price of Abo. . o 

In the fekt fection, Mr. Hover conceives it neceſſary to obviate 
a very natural conel tion from the doctrine he has attempted to 
eſtabliſh, viz. that, if the Price of labour has not increaſed in an 
equal proportion with the price of proviſions, it is an evidence 
of the declining proſperity of the kingdom, and a certain indita- 
tion of ruin: this he by no means admits to be the caſe, and ac- 
counts for the exception to the rule by collateral circumſtances, as 
the increaſe of people®and the ſimplification of labour by the uſe 
of machines, and cone] udes with \ this obſervation : —_— either raiſe 

| no 27 Do | : the 


kent 


dr T EI v. 
W ag er © goon pon a ha vi ken 


N remainin 1 of this public mf FI (vhs ie 2B TIT 
= pant of che plans Wk, ye be 15 * 1 a 5 


Mr. Gilbert h, Ing, the. invdlidai a 
which, that. gentlema "his: ad | 81 for nog 130 e 


y a to dhe object of a di inution, 1 of 


pete, ) painting/out the f . of ſach a W. 
nution continuing, and by meeting: the good effect 0 Ko Me 
have occaſioned: in leſſening expenſe, with inſtances © 0 
mortality, eſpecially among children, cannot be now dwelt | 
as It ĩa the purport of this tract to weigh the general Saen 
of the kingdom, on the leading points of the police reſpecting 
the poor, in a balance compounded of the ſenſe of the legiſlature, 
as collected at different periods, and the opinions of individuals, 
who have given us their lentiments- in print. on this 1 important 
topic, rather than to cavil at any of - thoſe opinions that militate 
with the writer's ideas; which, until the ſubje@ 1 15 fully inveſth- 
gated, have not the ſanction of ſolid Judgement; nor hehehe. of 
clear information. ke ets id of wt 

That many more tracts than thok which-have paſſed, ax it wore: 
in review on this fubject may have been written, andi that more 
rays of light might have been collected on a topic which is: fo 
much the concern of every man, and appears to be the imme- 
diate care of no man, cannot be denied. Many pamphlets have 
ſurvived by name only, but not a fingle copy of them can be 
found: poſlibly, had they contained any matter worthy of no- 
tice,, they would, by ſome means. or other, have been preſerved 
to us, either in the volumes of the reviewers, or by ſubſequent 
editions: but it appears abſurd to regret the want of that infor- 
mation -which the age, - cotemporary with the writer, did not 
think worth handing to poſterity; and the only apology to be 
made is for that inattention, if ſuch be the fault, which has ne- 
Cc glected 
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glected to take noties of — afford /folld information! 

which, it is hoped, will not be found: to be . veryrcondiderable; 

more eſpecially when the plan of theſe letters is canfidered; ich 

is calculated to bring to the mind what the legiſlature has done, 
and ſenſible men have written, on the ſubject, from the time 

that the police of the OI claimed the attention of the dom - 

7 5 TH. figs fr view) >: 1000 31 Pam: 

Some ſtreſs has You laid: on the jncreafing population;,of the 
kings as a cauſe of the increaſing expenſe in maintaining thoſe 
who claſs under the title of labouring poor : the progreii on uf 
that increaſe in our number ſhall now be ſhortly ſtated, as it will 
be at leaſt ſatisfactory to know I we _ 8 e ae 
ſon on the effec re. if 

. -Lord-Chief- Juſtice Hale and W King a in ad- 
ing that the population of England, on the arrival of the Nor- 
mans, in the year 1077, might be about 2,000,000, . 

From a computation which appears accurate, or as nearly ſo 

as the nature of the caſe; requires, or can be expected to be, the 

population of England and Wales was, in the our 1327s hone 
2,092,978. 

In 1583, the number of We amounted to ho eee 
In 1662, Mr. Graunt calculated the population at 6, 440, ooo. 
In 1690, Mr. Gregory King calculated them at 5, 500,000 ; but 
he eſtimated four and a half to a houſe, whereas it is ſuppoſed that 
the number of inhabitants were, to the number of houſes, as about 
five two-fifths to one, which would increaſe the number to about 
ſeven: millions, — Mr. Chalmers's eſtimate, 1 

Mr. Howlett calculated them, a few years ago, at 8,691,597 : — 
the. Editor of the Annals of Agriculture, 8, 500,000 :—Dr. Price, 
about the ſame time, at only g, ooo, ooo: but the concurrent opi- 
nions of political arithmeticians agree, that the higher numbers 
are neareſt the truth; and that Mr, Howlett's proportion of five 
and. two- fifths to a houſe is as —__ a ratio of inhabitants to dwel- 
FIPP = Phat __ 
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lings:as"cift:eafily;\be:poanted out. In the- pariſh of Clare it was, 
in 1786, vrry near the truth;: the dwellmgs being 204, — the in- 


habätants Io i f wm A . 10 Uf, D ee e e 
The folloring deviation! from ithe: propoſed ine of this. inquiry 
hall oloſe this paper? aa a h oo e e LE: 


.+Mr.\ Hewlett: having panne; in the laſt number of the An- 
nals, to doubt the validity of an obſervation, which has fallen from 


me, itidteſpect: to the call for labour being of a more conſtant 
nature, and leſs deſultory, in agriculture than in manufactures; 


the oblervat ion ſhall be repeated in the expreſſion made uſe! of 
on the occaſion: and, to prevent the effect which might, atiſe in 
the minds of thoſe who pay any attention to the ſubject; from 
the reſpect due to the opinion of the. gentleman who doubts 
the / propriety of the idea alluded to, the aſſertion ſhall be re- ex- 
amined by the teſt r bm-t paſſage alluded to 
is as foll we: re Con OG OE NEE 26s 
Some have . — . increaſe: of our tie; 
relating to the poor,” has ariſen; from temporary want of work: 
it may be recollected, that this cannot happen where the em- 
ployment is agriculture, becauſe this occupation always requires 
nearly the ſame number of hands all years, and is independent 
of any deſultory call for work, which may, as all manufactures 
do, the demand of which is uncertain, give full employment to the 
poor ſome years, and leave them to ſubſiſt on the on s rates: * 
the demand for the manufacture ceaſes,” : 

Mr. Howlett ſays, and it muſt be allowed as a fact, that, near 
the commencement of a leaſe, a greater quantity of work is done 
in a farm than towards the concluſion: but this corroborates the 
aſſertion alluded to, which reſpects the kingdom at large; for innu- 
merable leaſes are conſtantly commencing and expiring : the whole 
quantity of work done in agriculture, one year with another, muſt 
therefore be nearly the ſame z and, though individual pariſhes may 


find ſome difference, the aggregate of work 3 — the king- 
Ce 2 : dom 


196 I ET T ER XXV.) 


dom duft beat all times equal and this is nat on 
bable, but inevitable; but the univerſality of the cauſe, bath im 
reſpect to time and, place, producing an effect diractihy op to 
that which would fariſe from a eauſe affecting time and placnꝰ h 
tially ny. If, throughout England, all leaſes were to commend; 
at the ſame time, and expire at the ſame tima, the effoct Mr. Hows: 
lett contends for would happen, and the difference in the demand 
for labour might at times Wen. 37 but, ther fact is different, Hb ,i3/ 
the effect. rH arti Getle brig N I Gr „egen ot) :j0ds1 To 

M, Howlett. A ſeaſons occaſion. a difference in the demand 
for labour. . So they do. But the quantum of earnings remains the 
ſame at the end of a year: for inſtance, in a wet ſummer, during 
the actual falling of the rain, the application of induſtrycto the 
works of the field is ſuſpended; but the call for labour is propor- 
tionably greater hen the earth is fitted to receive again the labour 
of the huſbandman ; and probably the demand increaſes in a greater 
ratio than the time loſt; e know; how difficult it is to keep land 
clean in a wet ſeaſon; we know that a greater burthen of ſtraw is 
grown, which occaſions a greater demand of labour to harveſt, and 
alſo to threſh; a greater demand for work brings a greater price; 
hence the advance of price in the harveſt and the barn repays the 
loſs of time, and the quantity of labour done throughout the m 
remains the ſame. 

The idea of the earth being faſt bound in chains of froſt for | 
three or four months in the year, which defy the mattock, the 
ſpade, and the plough,” cannot be allowed, in all its. latutude 
aſſertion, to take place in England : few farmers diſcharge their la 
bourers for a froſt; and in that time of the year, when we have 
reaſon to expect ſuch chains of froſt, the plough ſuffers no im- 
priſonment, for it would not otherwiſe be at work; the mattock 
and the team can ſtill find work; a ſnow only can prevent them 
being employed, and that but for a few days; the ſpring of induſtry 
will, when affected by ſuch a mere temporary ceſſation, immediately 

afterwards 


2 
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afteryards.\ipat} with greater force, being edited by a! briſker 


dem aud Suso 2d3 to VII 241 e eee JUG ve 
Diffarande of praduber ercephzirt the bafe ef haft on Sn 
tte 


Mr. Mawlerthilerts j but wet ſcäfdm produces 4 1 
for labour to keep the land clean, and alſo in hay-time, in 81 
in threſhing, although the produce of corn is leſs ; therefbtè Iſpꝭ 

ing generally throughout er the leſs produetive the cx 

the more the labour. TT ti 9100 18 Na 
In ſhort, Sir, had not the —— fallen om lo abte u etitie and ſo 
reſpectable a man, I ſhould nbt have thought my obfervation re- 
quired a defence; it is to vindieate the general rectitude of the 
ſentiments which have eſcaped from me on lis fbjeRt in his and 
your readers minds, that 1 have reviſed what Tad advanced, and 
remain of opinion, that reaſon is on the ſide of rtr obſervation; aid 

believe mne will not e it race Howl MO) 
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LETTER XXVI. EN 


"ROM the information contained in the preceding pages of 

| theſe letters, and from the evidence which they have opened 

to our knowledge of what has been done by our legiſlators, and 
written by the enlightened part of our countrymen on this ſubject; 
although that information cannot claim the merit of minute detail, 

nor the evidence that ſpecification of particulars which would have 
diſguſted the many, although it might have been approved of by a 

few; it is conceived ſeveral uſeful principles may be deduced, that 
may 
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may ſerve as a ground for maxims, which, if called into uten by 
the energetic power of the legiſlature, may probably produce an 


improvement in the moral habits of the poor, lead them on tb the 


enjoyment of a gteater ſhare of the eee 
at the ſame time, the expenſes of their maintenance.” Nin 
That thoſe, who are in ſuch a ſtate; with reſpect to the riches of 
this world, as to have no other property than that which thei#1a- 
bour can produce them, claim as a right, in all civilized nations, 


however the laws which reſpect property may be modified, protec. 
tion from perſonal injury, is a poſition which cannot be doubted; 


no ſocial compact can otherwiſe” be An gre to \ exiſt men dun 


and man. 


This claim leads on to another, flowing from it as a natural and 
inevitable conſequence; a claim to maintenance; when, by the loſs 
of health, accidental debility, or age, their power to maintain 


themſelves ceaſes; becauſe, in this caſe, they would otherwiſe ſuſtain 


a perſonal injury, from the modification of property by the laws of 

ſociety; and in a ſimilar proportion is their claim, as wen 3. A my 
of theſe cauſes that power is diminiſhed. 

"Theſe are principles implanted on our minds; they are anterior 


to and vaſtly above all human laws; they form an impulſive duty as 


ſtrong in its operations, and as lovely in its effects, as the oropyy in 
the animal creation : it is upon this baſis, as upon an immoveable 
rock, that Chriſt builds his ſtrongeſt moral exhortations, and calls 
this duty charity; tells us that it will cover a multitude of defects, 

that it binds us by a ſtronger obligation than any other moral or 


religious duty. 1 
In all elimes, through all ages, wherever civilization hes ſpread a 


. fingle ray of light, has this principle been inculcated ; and that not 


as an optional ſervice, to be done or neglefted, at the will of the free 
agent, but as a bounden duty; one, the omiſſion of which, is an 


. affirmative offence; and thus preached the Apoſtles, thus the fa- 


thers of the church, and thus their ſucceſſors, 
| The 
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The fruit of their doctrines has been great, it has been worthy 
of the cauſe; it was the cauſe of human nature, of religion con- 
fined; to no ſe, ſworn to no maſter ; it was alike the cauſe of the 
Chriſtian, the Jew, the followers of Mahomet, and Confuſius; it 
was the cauſe of univerſal humanity. . 

But we will confine our view to the effect of the doctrine of 
charity in this iſland: and here reference muſt be had to our public 
archives, as well thoſe which are till in the poſſeſſion of the chap- 
ters in the different dioceſes throughout the kingdom, thoſe which 
are in the cuſtody of the public in their ſeveral repoſitories, as thoſe 
alſo in the poſſeſſion of private individuals; recourſe muſt alſo be 
had to printed books, to writers in paſt ages, whoſe labours have 
collected the gleanings of antiquity, and, by the means of the preſs, 
have preſerved them for the peruſal of ages then unborn; a kind 
of teſtimony, to which our laws, and the practice of our courts 
of law, give ſanction; it being not unfrequently the beſt evidence 
the nature of the thing is capable of. 

Do not all theſe, taken ſeparately and wanther; * us, that 
all the tithes in the kingdom, every acre. of church-land, every 
thing moving from the produce of the land, aſſiſted and cultivated 
by the labour of man, which is claimed by the church as tithe, 
whether prædial, mixed, or perſonal, takes its origin from this 
ſource ; were they not all ſeparately, and in the aggregate, the fruit 
of theſe doctrines; obtained from our rude and unlettered fore- 
fathers as acts of religious duty and moral obligation? If they were 
not, whence flowed they? From what law of ſociety ? From what 
human precept ? A divine right cannot be claimed for them in any 
Chriſtian country; our conſtitutional lawyers have uniformly aſ- 
ſerted, that a divine right to tithes, certainly ceaſed with the Jewiſh 
theocracy, and they have not proved that it in fact ever exiſted, 

Theſe, therefore, muſt be taken as facts; that the law of God 
and of Chriſt have eſtabliſhed the duty of charity in the breaſt of 


man ; and, that the labourers in the Chriſtian vineyard, have in 
this 
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this country cultivated this principle to a productive purpoſe j ind 
that, in elder times, a diſtribution was made to the poor; of part 
of that eſtate; thus obtained and inveſted in the eccleſiaſtics, by the 
donations of thoſe who had landed poſſeſſions, in diſcharge of their 
religious and moral duties; — but thoſe days have long ſinet paſſed 
away ; — and, in proportion as the refreſhing ſtreams were diverted 
from their proper current, the principle of charity, ever fruitful 
in means to accompliſh its godlike purpoſes, has ſtruck, like Moſes, 
from the rock, other fruitful ſtreams to refreſh thoſe who ſtand in 
need of refreſhment ; and, on the baſis of DR an 
has founded a firm municipal right. 

In remoter times, when the feudal tenures ſubſilted i in this king- 
dom, which made no other conſideration of man, than as an agent 
of defence or deſtruction; when the maxim, detur fortiori was 
paramount, every claim which the rights of nature or the con- 
ſtitution of the country held ſacred ; the voice of the laws or the 
claims of equity could be heard but ſeldom, amidſt the din of 
arms ; which the contentions among the deſcendants of William, 
the Norman, for the ſovereignty of that kingdom, that he had 
wreſted from its old poſſeſſors, occaſioned z no wonder if, in ſuch 
times, the more ſilent claims of the poor, for that dole which they 
had been accuſtomed to receive the diſtribution of, from the in- 
cumbent clergy, were of no avail ; and that, when the immediate 
deſcendant of the alliance between the houſes of York and Lancaſ- 
ter broke all bounds with the court of Rome, ſpurned the ſource 
whence he had perſonally received the title of fide! defenſor, and 
divided the ſpoils of the monaſteries among his unprincipled cour- 
tiers ; no wonder that theſe claims ſhould have remained dormant ; 
and, having remained through ſo long a period in a ſtate of reſt, it 
ſhould be held in theſe times uſeleſs, it not imprudent, to revive 
them. ä 
Hence, therefore, may be dated the origin of the mt 
maintenance ; hence, as from a channel whoſe ſources have in paſt 

ages 


ages been diverted a their 1 and proper current, may be 
deduced that ſtecil appearance, which would have cloſed in ſcenes 
of blood, or famine, and all its harrid accompaniments; if the legiſ- 
lature, , in, the age of Elizabeth, awakened from a long apathy to 
the Lafferings of poverty, by thoſe ſcenes of woe which the Queen's 
progreſſes; through her kingdom offered to her view, and which 
occaſioned that feeling exclamation, Pauper ubique jacet | had not 
opened, by the compulſion of _ i new ſources to feed 
the wretched. 

But the diſtribution of charity \ was not the total of the loſs ſuſ- 
tained by the poor ; they were, during the earlier ages of this king- 
dom, uſed to receive advice, and the direction of their moral con- 
duct, from the exhortations of the clergy and that not from their 
pulpits only, but they were the private friends, the patrons, the 
counſellors, the confeſſors, of the poor ; they held an amazing ſway 
over their minds; a ſway, I fear, ill exchanged, both here and in 
a neighbouring country, for that unhallowed indifference for every 
thing ſacred which now prevails: but here, as there, while the 
clergy guarded the moral conduct, watched over the induſtry, the 
health, the economy, of the pariſh- poor, they protected their own 
eſtates from incumbrance ; and, in proportion as their pariſhioners 
poſleſſed the moral and economic virtues, in that proportion were 
the eccleſiatic eſtates productive to the reſpedtive incumbents ; be- 
cauſe the wants of the poor were leſs; and a probability of increa- 
ſing the voluntary contributions of the more opulent pariſhioners 
was greater, as the reſpect the pariſh held the clergy in increaſed, 

It was with a view to this influence, and to preſerve the decaying 
authority and practice of the clergy in this reſpedt, that thoſe ad- 
monitions to charity from the pulpit. were, enjoined by the eccle- 
ſiaſtic courts, which, Dr. Burn mentions; and which prove, that 
thoſe courts, however now they may have fallen into diſrepute, felt 
then ſtrongly the obligation upon their ſuitors, to provide a fung 
for the poor, not merely to relieve the temporary neceſſities of 
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| engraft authority — 9 . Hig united wit example ; and ex le 
them to enforce, in practice, thoſe moral duties, which 1 many of 
them ſo eloquentiy inculcate. from the pulpit, 4 
Advertiſements of aſſociations; for the commutation of tithes, 
appear frequently in dur  Habye prints: whether a general nommu- 
tation is practicable, or; ik prafticable, would" be” refffited by the 
clergy throughout the Det it is difficult t6'dterinine ; "but, if 
a commutation ſhould take place, it certainly is worthy the con- 
ſideration 
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more, by means o good morals, to increaſe the & com- 
— — the poor, diminiſh their expenſes and the rate collected for 
their relief, than the whole of the ecclefiaſtic revenue, applied to 
the ſame purpoſe, under the preſent cx execution of the laws.* Theſe 
ſentiments, on the neceſlity of a national proviſion for the poor, 
flow from my pen, in ditect oppofition to the opinion, ſo warmly 
expreſſed on this topic by you, my friend, in your. excellent publi- 
cation on French agriculture, internal economy, and poli s Aud 
in oppoſition, alſo, to your idea, fo frequently ſtarted in c fre 
ſatjon, that the poor originally had no right to pecunfary aftif: 
tanc e Ling the ſtate; that they ſhquld be left to private Thafty. 
755 r jon , Mais cette exe le eſt un grand er "Itiportant” legon 
ou PR, , independimuibut 4. 5 vices aw elle nous refante, Er Lune 
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Ivy of the paſleſory of tithes 1 and that the erat. and 
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ne improbable” prefiimption;' that y Ring, as they did, 68 Moxln 
duty to provide relief for the poor, ey adopted” the prinelple br 
the Engliſh ſyſtem with their eyes opem to the evi of it; becatiſt 
they knew of none better; although moſt certain the ſais facfe 
duty which requires the expenditure of thirty h f lierte a 
year, would extend the expenſe to fifty millions, to ond huiidted, 
or to any indefinite ſum; if neceſſity required it: and it waY With 
them a ſacred'duty ; for, having poſſeſſed themſelves of the Qerichl 
eſtates, they could not, in juſtice to the body of their” — ä 
men, take them to the uſe of the ſtate, otherwiſe than 48. fle 
clergy held them, ſubject, in ſome ae che wmaintetmnce of 
9 . 5 ge 


O XI 


In the mean time, it i le duty, 20 well as tlie ene, of thoſe 
from whom this revenue is collected, there as well as here, to watt 
over the execution of tlie las, and the expenditure of tlie revenue 
raiſed for the poor; which conduct will prevent ſuch a neceſſſty: 
but if, by negligence, exttavagance, or peculation, the urgency of 
the caſe ſhould require a larger ſum to'be' raiſed}; it will ariſe ere, 
as it does here, from the pockets of thoſe, by whoſe  negligeice, of 
mrſconduR, ſuch urgetiey was occafiohed. 

As to leaving the pobt to Private” tontiibutions, it would, in 6ur 
prefent ſtate of ciwillzation, refinemeiſt, and general apathy to reli- 
gious matters, be a cruel and unjuſt dereetion. Were they to be 
ſupported by thoſe alone who are the beſt mertibers of the ſociety, 
the compaſſionate, the reli tons, and thoſe who five in retirement, 
would then wirneſs ſuch feenes of diſtreſs "as would wring evety 
penny from their potkets, or they muſt become ithttibvedble to every: 
feeling of compaſſion ; ; while the gay, the joyous, the unfeeling, — 
thoſe who live i in crowds, and in the buſtle of the world, — would 
contribute not a farthing to thoſe ſcenes of RT ma which hay | 
are ſo far removed. * | 

In anſwer to the ſuppoſition that dire netefftyr wil ape ex- 

ertions of induſtry, it is much to be doubted whether extremity of 
| diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs generally rouſes the human: mind or the faculties: of the 
body, to great tive exertions. From dtmiaſt- thoſe ſcenes which 
haye required vad egertlenb to pre ſerve humam Hife, very fur have 
been faved, ĩn proportion to thoſe vh& have (periſhed, ' Oiſaſtrous 
voyages; Tipvwreelks, vetfeats of armes before a conquering enemy; 
alFprove how few: have magnanimity of {out to bear up againſt ex- 
tremity bf diſtreſs: and, of all thoſe eircumſtances which drive 
the human mid · to apathy or deſpair, poverty, and its lower- 
ing concomitants,/ogtd, hunger, aud chitſt, are the moſt for- 
midable 1 becauſt, it proportion s. theſe Yebilitdte both the 
body and the mind, does the urgency f the caſe requite the 
greater ackivity of exertion: it may, cherefcre, with great rea“ 
ſon, he aſſerted, that an inereuſe of cinen will not orcatidh.rhn 
increaſe. of induſtry. £15 9197 Ti 7 605 * mrnn 

If the caſe of che geen . Sostlzud ana Hetak he cis 
proof, that leaving them to prirate charity would have a better 
effect than the rates of England, the anſwer is obvious; that, in 
Scotland, they are not left to private charity, in their principal 
cities, but are admitted to à proviſion” out of the funds of the 
general. ſeſſion of thoſe cities; and that they emigrate from the 
Highlands, and the country Where agficultute and manufactures 
do not find them ſufficient employment, fo thoſe countries: where 
there 1 is employment: amd the emigration of the uſeful ſubjects 
of a country has never ver been produced as a probt of the erh 
lee of its internal econiothy. iſe; vivo 

- Ireland prefeats, in your accurate and Pnielter acct 6p fer 
internal police, no very flattering proſpect of the ſituation of the 
poor, either with reſpect to their modes of life, their moral habits, 
or their induſtry, In the firſt inſtance, they are, in general, what 
the Engliſh peaſantry were five hundred years ago: the cottage, - 
which affords neither window or chimney, where cows, calves, 
pigs, children, men, and women, all lie on ſtraw together, on 


the ſame floor; their raggedneſs, which approaches to nakedneſs, 
and: 
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and the general diſuſe of ſhoes and ſtockings, give one no refined 
ideas either of their _ or their comforts; and a country 
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Vagabonds, or valiant beggars, as the old acts of parliament call 
them, were treated with greater rigour : they were to be inſtantly 
committed to gaol, to be fed with bread and water, to be ſet in the 


Rocks. beaten with whips through the towns where they were taken, 
- and 
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by.theſs Jaws;reſpeSting|lahourerand, 20 be pabiſhrd rA Brwätlx of 
— then} 24+ property jsexembpred; i. e t „ Pute, dle 
ai Witht geſpect tor thoſb poor ha, From-ages-fichneſs, or accident; 
kad become. impotent, nf. vere eotnpallces by-necediny, to. a 
Ans, they wereto-dublilt/gn uch ag we) vopld-obrain-by begging 
wirhin certain limits, /which-ſecm//to!/hay#rheen the hundreds; ar 
towns, where they were born, and, in ſurcveding times hate they 
had lived the laſt three years; and. if theſe. real objects of campate 
Gon wandered bcyond: thoſe limits, or fugh "as the Juſtices: of Ahe 
peace, within / the tri, ſnould ;allog'to them, aher veroiti be 
puniſhed by impriſpnmenb and the ſtocks. and. chæir chiliren, under 
the-age of five-yedrs, Highblbe catgenzfrom themy-ihy any perſopyrth 
be branght up t0 89}: hugeſf labour. blugdy Jag d. s og 
such were ha reftxpints 27d thabNicies/waler which: the-lower 
claſſde pf pur fellow-ereatures-liyedcirt the der pf Hur A enhern 
and. ſuch were the punimments v0 whith they weed ſubjecb for. 
breach of thoſe lay; which!laws lean eee teoba ma · 
nity 0 ſervitgde,, rather than to freedom. es, 388. ab; 6375208 
The lenient ſpirit of more, paliſhed times tacitly relieved, them, 
by. degregs, from a great portion of theſe reſtraints, by gealing to 
inflict the puniſhment annexed to a breach of BB. lay.;;and, by ſo 
doing, the ſpitlt , ing times See the irjeuBion” of the ler 
Sidpture, to the hanpjnel.apd.caſe of the Fee Ame 16: Gd 
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No law ought to remain/unrepealed; which is not intended ge- 
nerally to be enforced; a partiality in this reſpect has not in view 
the welfare of the governed, and may deſcend to that mſera ſervitus 
ubi lex eſt aut vaga aut inconciuna. The volumes of the Statutes at 
Large are on that account, in ſome meaſure a grievance; becauſe, 
in a vode of poſitive-inſtitutions, many of them highly penal, which 
has ſwelled within this century to ſo enormous a bulk“ thoſe acts 
of parliament: that, from their long diſuſe, as well as from the re- 
mote antiquity of their original formation, not being adapted to 
the ſpirit of the: preſent times, may be called obſolete ; and thoſe 
alſo which are not commonly put in practice, but may, at the ame 
time, be uſed as concealed arms by the malicious, to annoy their 
unwary and incautious fellow - ſubjects, as well as thoſe which ſtill 
remain the written law of the land, although not the practical 
municipal rule of the day, ſhould not remain in our law. books; 
increaſing the number af pages, which * without * too nu 
merous. 

Such are the refletions which, have. — to me, on the 
evidence before us, with reſpe& to the ſtate of the poor, as far as it 
relates to confining them ta certain pariſhea, which we, in theſe 
days, call their places of ſettlement. But ig is time to recollect, 
that, as the judgement ſhould not ſuffer, itſelf, to be led captive by 
the imagination, ſo neither {ſhould the diſcurſive reſearches of the 
antiquary-lead the pen away from the more immediate purpoſe of 
this letter; which is intended to point out the preſent ſituation of 
the poor, both with reſpect to the law of ſettlements and cer- 
ene as far as _ ſituation may be affected, not ny by _ 


eee ee 
odtavoz the laſt ſix volumes of which are remarkably thick, and in bulk near twice the 
. and only the firſt nine volumes and about half 
the tenth include parliament to the end of the laſt century; the remaining 
twenty-eight rolumes aro — ths preſent eatiby, and fifteen of them 

with the acts of the preſent reign, 
E e _ 
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lau of the land, but alſo by the qraftice of:the- magiſtrates ; idge- 
ther with ſuch alterations as may tend t mereaſe the geuetab ſtdcł 
of induſtry c perinit mę, ctherefareg) after; a quick tetreat rb this 
ſhort digteſſion upon the temper ob former times: to ret enter. on my 
ſubject, which regards thoſe days in which we live, and alſo choſe 
which are to eee "may ot Pg beforo the e 

ee ino eee JON 201180 bar e. Sile 25 29961q 19030: H. 
Although the antiquity: of tee the liberty of the poor 
to go from place to place, as they ĩmagine they may beſt be abi to 
find provifion and employment; is of a date: prior to the days of 
Elizabeth, yet the idea of a pariſh-· ſettlement certainly aroſe: fim 
ile patiſn- rate, enadted in the forty- third year of her reign nor 
0e it ſeem a remarkable viroumſtance that ſume diſtinct rules 
ſhould be drawn by the legiſlature how each pariſſi might kno its 
own poor, and be able to confine the expenditure of the rate to its 

parifhioners' only. D31657 2G Hννam ei n bits ; CN er 
But this was not all: each pariſh being obliged to maintain Its 
own poor, it was prudent to do it by their own) officers, and:ufider 
thar:own inſpection: hence aroſe: a reſtriction, that, however. juſt 
it might; be with reſpect to the antereſts of : pariſhes one with 
another; is injuſtice it reſpect to the poor themſelves, and a con- 
ſideruble ohſtacle tu the encouragement af general labour and ãn- 
duſtry throughuut the kingdom 0 0 74 ads 
Conſinement of the poor within their ruſpectiye pile hi 
1 che principal object in the ſtatutes 13th and 14th Charles II. 
dap. 2, is the reſtriction alluded to; becauſe every per ſon, what- 
euer may be his ingenuity, induſtry, or abilities, falls under the ſcope 
of this law, if the pariſh-officers chooſe to complain to a magiſtrate 
that he is likely to become chargeable; unleſs ſuch perſon oocupies 
a tenement of ten pounds yearly value, or lives on 8 in 

houſe or land of his own. gHib Io (Hang 

Adam Smith attributes the very uncqual price of labour in 
England, in places of no great diſtance from each other, to this 
cauſe ; 
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cauſe ;; and: he: alſo: ſays; that) to remove a man from the iparith 
where! be chooſs to rede is an abridgement of natural liberty. 01 
My Hay in his plan, publiſhed hun, would have al natien 
of parochial» ſetilement abolifhed, 20 being the root from whiah 
every evil relating to the poor ſprung i overy pariſh being in a ſtatr 
of expenſive war with the reſt of the nation, regarding the poor of 
all other places as aliens, and daring not what becomes of them; 
Mr. Acland, Mr. Tounſhend; Sir William Voung, have alſo pro- 
feſſed · an unfavourable opinion of the: law of ſettlements; and the 
laſt gentleman has offered to the Houſe of Commons the heads of: a 
bill. that would, in a great meaſure have removed the objectionable 
reftraints on ſo large a portion of our fellow - ſubjedts, and would 
have ſimplified. the lam on this point; che expenſes arifing from 
which eoſt the: occuprers of houſes and land, throughout England 
and Wales, above fifty-five thoufand pounds annually, in the years 

1783, 1784, 1785; and it is much to be feared that can ee g 
are an inereaſing, not a decreaſing, evil. 

„Neither the law nor the equity of this caſe ſeems doin been 
clearly underſtood by partiament, when the reſtrictive acts paſſed; 
they proceeded on this principle, that the ohjett of expenſe between 
pariſhes was the only point of conſequence to be conſidered; 
whereas, in fact, it ought not to have oom into queſtion at alli; 
the 43d of Elizabeth, ſection the third, providimg fur any caſe where 
the inhabitants of a pariſh might a b able to maintain tha poor, 
by calling in aid other pariſhes: within the hundred; and the pariſh 
in Which I am now writing is an inſtance in point, that this ſection 
has been frequently carried into execution; other pariſhes, within 
the hundred, having been called in aid to relieve the poor of Clare, 
the expreſſion not able muſt be allowed to be of great latitude; the 
meaning annexed to the expreſſion by the legiſlature cannot be ea- 
ſily defined; according to the common acceptation of the word, no 
ſuch a caſe can well exiſt, every pariſh in the kingdom may be able 
to maintain its own poor; and, if ability is to be explained by choice, 
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miindHanαe f his) por nd it muſd Ae boblartabarediby 
s prigciple of chaflty. y. bas this ünde fed expreficn 
16 hei pieciſely explained by fene rule of proportion tsiveeapations 
m pariſh," the conteſts betweeiyipatiſhes would be it n end, 
and they would ariſe onfy' between hundreds? Even this N) u. 
greutiy dimniſh the ſoutoe off litigations i; iore(efpeciallys M d. 
edyp runs of hundreis, for the mainten mai of ithe poor;>Thothd 
betome general. s 217 ni 28 end er od 02 24110 vinogrq 10 
:0Phetfore; as the i foritietly! Rood} althpight not as it is now 
executed; the conteſt. M] .Z otight 10 lie between hundreds; rund 
not betwetn pariſhes u lone Yates beta great relief, not 
only to the poor; with reſpect to gef hDονen¹’,jje byvinereyſing 
the market for work, but by the conſequential diminution of the 
expenſes of maintaining them; ſyppoſing it to be true, that, the 
more a poor family earns, the leſs parochial aſſiſtance it requires. 
If the conteſt lay between counties it would be better. 

But there ought to e litigations at all about the ſettlements 
of the poor; ie jeu ne vaut pas la chandelle ;” there ſhould be no 
attorneys" bills invoverfeers *xocoantsy iti id cheaper to reliede, Fay 
to remove, à family by a ſuit at the ſeiſiom y which; if che 
ſeers are poeuharly ufrutè in watching voter the intereſts; of theii 
pariſhes, or, in dther words, are tenatious cof their opinions, will | 
gennto the King's Bench, and the ſucceſsful pariſh may find 
an honeſt family removed, to their utter ruin, at double the 
expenſe that would have maintained them and; heir -paſterity 
for ever. 0% 20 0) gldmevrg N 

If a man 1 half a core eoritigupys;faxms-in his 
oecupation, it would he extreme' folly to ſtatin aicertain portion 


of iv" farming: dock af eckt individual farm and muten that 
110 i Kock 


EIER TEA MR. 213 


de digte tech hen far) as fd, utility: 051 the gh 
aᷣ᷑ͥDi ee tende 40: Profit, Wnig hh Bivaacrabemorte fie 
in hee an is fm ſcore: in that, ſo many 
biilobko-an gu, Romany innanνοαœũοMm would. be a remarkabig inn 
ſtunde c had magagMmeate; Ar wansger certainly, would rar: 
that orm a eain of wha hole number of acres 
in bis tige, might; fapport,. with, the greateſt probability of 
ihe greateſt profits and ich tha ·wπνιτW would remove them from 
one: part of cin ſtattoto the ather; without having any reſpect to 
the Mien e hiao far ſtauds the intereſt of the nation 
with ſreſpact tothe pi ien lefge: domain; and: the Rooks 
or people, ought to be farmed quad boc in the ſame manner and 
ſimilar means would ottduen cerreſponding / affects: the ꝓropmtor 
of jandavould turn h Atrus to the groateſt poſſible profit cg. 
tion v duld produce; the greateſt poſſible quantity of; induſtry and 
daes po ad be maintained: at the leaſt poſlible, expenſe, - , no 
»04 lo molti 16145 YN 83S 5 Hhov „ ien wot 023361 2117 
wt ods nite Se ren fronaztyt roy ist to ataoaxg 
hen 47 a Ido 220]: oct arts ft 200% Som 
ned e e 14 221300503 0161396 vel Figtrios oft NM 
tts iet aut A RE F T. E. Ri XXIX. nnd i 0 
on 90 e 219718 e, ce bY de ee er eee + 19077 t Io 
' TOTAL repeal of the lam of ſettlementeomighti in the pre- 
ent ſtate of things, promote vagiancy, which is a diſorder, 
both it mbrals and ũnduſtry, tending to the worſt conſequences tha: 
can ariſe fon population : the abolition. of ſettlements, therefore: 
carinot'be recommended a modification of them, on principles mor 
ednſtſtont with nes of bier, is the Whole that 
ſhoal&he attempted. | 1 109 164) 315 2TX9 
The preamble to the a of ng conflning the poor to 
their 'reſpeftivequiſhes, fates, that the people -endeavour-to. ſettle 
theinſelves where thve is the beſt Rock, the largeſt; commons or 
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deſtrey; derben they have bhm kabel them) Than fay- gl te 
another pariſh, andꝰ at Jaſt-boroms acgνhEY vage de 0, 00 U. 
10 Tus dtstuts- lun ws, in thenreigriI & Chutkes the: Sechad iH 
ctently (Evers to prbtetꝭ the / from being burnworetroyes, 
if — puniſhment! gpevated to that wifedd; u and! the Jaws 
reſpeting* vagrancycwerey):at4hit-time/ not dent pertalin'2Wickny 
additional ſeverity might have been neceſlary; the vagrantoatt,; of 
revent memory, is not deficient in that reſpedt. If ſeverſty of ſta- 
tute- b will not protect our woods: frotn burnimg and deſtruction 
by the por, will the la of ſettlements doit ? Certainly it is net 
the probablo effect / ariſing fromthe confinement» of the poor c 
putiſhies where: they cannot obtain d fair market. price for theit 
labour, that they fliould' pay reſpeck te theſd waſtes, and woody 
trucks, which produce no call for 'agricalture wduſtty, - The tet 
fons adduced in the preamble to the act of ſettlements muſt, there- 
fore, fall to the ground, ard the iadu cement to the enacting vlauſes 
will then remain: that the poor will put themſelves into a ſitua- 
tion to live at the leaſt poſſible le expenſe to their neighbours, by going 
where they can find employment, and where they are moſt likely to 
maintain themſelves; And ought they not to be permitted fo to do, 
unleſs other conſequences than thoſe ſtated in the preamble to the ut 
reſtraining them, or, at the leaſt; thoſe conſequences pci pp 
are to be apprehended? -- 196 Ty AOHIRQCLq. La FLITTY 

The effect moſt to be apprehended id that ſuch liberty Acht 
tend to the enoouragement of vagraney, or ſuch a wandering plan 
of life, as would not permit pariſh-officers, if fortunately they 
ſhould be ſo inclined,” to introduce any ſettled induſtrious mode of 
education among their children; as ſuch an education is one of the 
moſt deſirable objects to be obtained in the diſcipline of the poor; 
it may be proper to modify that reſtraint which is thought neceſſary 
to be retained over them, ſo as to be moſt conducive to this end; 
for; although the preſent execution of the'poor-laws'proves, in ge- 


Wu! either that the overſeets are ignorant of their power in this 
reſpect, 
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sr pot; or, which de more pnobablc,, diſlike the. trouble of attending 
to youthful induſtty yet it requito no extraordinary prophetic fore. 
ſight to, aſſert, that this muſt become, and ſhortly, a ſerious part of 
thairafices onweibailfind what the French Committee of Mentligity 
have aflerted to.be too true; that:the ſyſtem of our poor-laws, as 
at preſent. exccueed, f is the moſt; deſtructivs HOT fas an 
the Enelifh exfaitions? 35 41 UNA If4 Bot chbe 
If the poor ee permitted mo n knen place 2 * as beſt 
aited the intereſtn of induſtry. it would be reaſonable, that the 
ſame authority which granted them the liberty ſhould connect it 
with ſuch regulations as are noceſſary to the. ſafety and adantage 
af the ſlate; which, might ptobably be effected by preventipgithat 
liberty, which was intended for the encourage ment of induſtry, det 
generating into vagrancy; by making it of immediate uſe,. in dimi· 
niſhing the expenſes of their maintenance, and by offering a proſ- 
poct of advantage to poſterity, from the e good iran >= 
an induſtrious education EE l 
Too effect the firſt end, hox-clubs 3 che meats bitch 
ſhoulg be obligatory on, all the poor, while. in health, and. without a 
family of children; or, paſſibly, the /ex: {ram lihenarum might with 
propriety be the point of exomptiony but thoſs, who-migrate, as the 
only. good reaſon fgs;ther-migration muſt be larger wages, ſhould 
contribute a larger proportion of their earaings; if one- thirty- 
ſinth were the general proportion, one-twenty-faurth might be a 
proper proportion of tlie Farnings of thoſe who. leave their pariſhes, 
oyernment has an undoubted rigbt, on every principle of na- 
tural, juſtice, to. direct, in ſame meaſure, the education of that 
children whole. parents are chargeable to ſociety; and this ariſes 
from the reciprocity on the part of government, to preſerve. all the 
— from, peridhing by want. 
Wbere zhege Aug ſeminaries inſtituted, for educating children i in 
habits of induſtry, the poor ſhould be gompelled to ſend their chils 
dren to them in thoſe ; pariſhes where they, reſide; the migrated 


families, 
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| families, by the alternative. at che denen of, er, üer 


the ſchool of induſtry, or an order of removal, af thæmſ chef to 
ik place of ſettlemennt. ne 
'' Theſe terms being complied with, the poor might, without fear 
of their becoming vagrants, or neglect of induſtgous. habita in che 
riſing generation, be permitted to ſeck their bread, by means, of | 
labour and induſtry, wherever good wages will enable them beſt to 
find it; and a foundation of a fund would be laid for. their main- 
tenance when in diſtreſs, which would be productive in proportion 
as the number of the migrants increaſed, or in other words, as 
the total ſum earned by the induſtry, of the nation. ĩncreaſed. 
Taking one of the heads of Sir Wilkam Young's. bill as. the 
ground-work of our r propoſed e the general idea would 
ſtand thus. Sl SE © W 
No perſon ſhall be 3 to Vi place of ſettlement vat actu· 
ally chargeable to the pariſh where he. reſides, provided that he has 
made oath, before two neighbouring magiſtrates, of. the place of 
his legal ſettlement ; and that, from the time of his firſt reſidence 
in the pariſh, he has contributed, according to the rules, af the 
ſociety, l part of his earnings to the box · club of 
that pariſh ; and hath alſo, from che ſame time, ſent his children, 
above the age of fix 1 jears, and. under; the age of eleven, to the 
ſchool of induſtry in the Taid pariſh; and, having ſo reſided. ten 
years in any pariſh, without receiving any parochial rejiet whatever, 
he ſhall obtain a ſettlement where he hath ſo reſided. . |, .. 1, 
It would farther tend to prevent vagrancy, if the pauper ſhould 
be obliged, to obtain the approbation of two magiſtrates, reſiding 
near the pariſh whence he removes, teſtified by their ſigning their 
conſent, and ſpecifying the place to which they allow. the pauper to 
go, prior to his actual migration; which conſent ſhould be imme- 
diately delivered to the overſeers of the pariſn where he intends to 
reſide. But no evidence that theſe conditions were not complied 
with ſhould be allowed to be given in any conteſt at law as to his 
place 
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Theſe fegufatfons weld certainly diminiſh the ſources of ichn 
conteſts,” on the variety of caſes reſpecting ſettlements and certifi- 
cates; and would tend to bring thofe diſputes, which are ſo very. 
inimical to the pockets of the pariſhioners and the peace of the 
pariſh, into a very narrow compals ; they would alſo. open, to the 

poor the means of carrying their induſtry to the beſt market; at 
the ſame time that che obligation to contribute to a box- club, in a 

greater proportion than if they had remained where they, ere. 
ſettled, might teritt 0 Keep' them from migrating, unleſs the, proſe, 
pect of advantage was conſiderable ; the being obliged to ſend their 

childten to a ſchol bf induftiy Would alſo check that ſpirit of van 
grancy, which idleneſs, during infancy and youth, is apt to pro- 
mote. But theſe obligations proceed on the idea that box- clubs and 
ſchools Uf induftry were eſtabliſhed by authority of , parliament. 


throughout that part of the 982 8 Boe poor-lays for, 


vain Would be the regulations,” if, for w 1 "theſe inſtitutions, 
they could not be cofiplied With; afld it e be feared, fl = : 
whatever may be the erbellene | of "tein, e3 will not inſtitute. 
thernſelves throughout thb kingdom! in gener, „ without the aſliſt.. 
ane of che legiſlature," although the good ariſing from them, is, 
already experienced in many pariſhes, 1 ü 
There ſcems uniformly one falſe principle, that is inconſiſtent, | 
with that degree of freedom which is the beſt inheritance of all of 
us, conftantly pervadirig this head of the laws reſpecting the poor, ex- 
eluſive of the reſtraint which the law of certificates occaſions. The 
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to the intereſt of the pariſh, but in a moſt inſignificant degree; and 


even that trifling intereſt would diſappear inſtantly, on the prin- 
ciple being exploded, and a general practice diametrically 28 
prevailing ; all men are liable, as the law at preſent ſtands, 
taken by a warrant before a magiſtrate, if a pari officer t — 
proper to declare his belief that the individual is l/h to become 
chargeable; and this aſſertion may ſometimes be founded on pique, 
intereſt, or private reſentment; conſequently we are all liable to 
this impertinent intruſion, and, what is worſe, to an examination 
into. our. circumſtances and ſituation in life ; the knowledge of 
which ſhould be in the power of every man to preſerve in his own 
| breaſt, unleſs he be ſo ſuſpicious a character that the ſafety of ſo- 
ciety or of individuals requires a public inveſtigation of his ſituation 
and circumſtances; but, in this caſe, the expoſition of the private 
concerns of an individual is founded ſolely on this trifling plea of 
intereſt, — that a pariſh may not expend a trifle by once relieving 
him. | 
Therefore, the paltry conſideration of a few pence, in the expen- 
diture of an individual pariſh, expoſes all his Majeſty's ſubjects to 
the poſlibility of this diſagreeable ſcrutiny into their private affairs; 
and this on the. unfounded aſſertion of a pariſh-officer, that a re- 
Gant may become chargeable; a very diſagreeable conſequence, flow- 
ing from a very inſignificant cauſe. Actual relief received from a 
pariſh ought to be the only caſe where ſuch an intruſion ſhould 
take place; and that rule, if univerſal, would produce no general or 
even partial inconvenience z and it would, at the ſame time, relieve 
all from the poſſibility of being placed in a humiliating, vexati- 
ous, and diſagreeable, ſituation, without ſufficient reaſon, 
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HE natural right of thi poor to the affiſtance « of ſociety, 
when, by misfortune, ill health, or age, their labour is not 
equal to their ſupport; and alſo the propriety of allowing them the 
liberty of removal from one place to another, for the purpoſe of 
rendering their labour more equal to their ſupport, having been diſ- 
cuſſed, this paper ſhall be dedicated to the purpoſe of examining 
the expediency of raiſing the price of labour; deſiring that the 
reader will recollect agricultural labour is principally adverted to; 
and that the data, from which the concluſions will be drawn, may 
be found among the evidence which has been collected in | awe 
the former papers on this ſubjet. | 
It has already been aſſerted as a truth, in a manner ſelf-evident, 
that the price of labour ſhould be equal to maintain the labourer in 
that ſituation of life he occupies in ſociety, whether as a huſband, 
a father, or a ſon; conſequently, that it ſhould enable him, while in 
health, to ſupport a wife, children, or aged parents; and the 
evidence produced has tended to prove chat it was fo in former 
times; before the eſtabliſhment of a compiilſive maintenance, and 
before thoſe adſcititious and enervating luxuties of life, ſpirits and 
tea, impaired the ſtrength of the parent, debilitated his progeny, 
and waſted the produce of his labour. 

The rating of wages, by authority of parliament, i alſo, in 
thoſe days, have tended to preſerve a juſt proportion between the 
price of labour and the neceſſaries of life; for, if the practice had 
not that good effect, it operated to the diſadvantage of the labourer; 
becauſe, by limiting the price, it reſtrained the ſpirit of competi- 
tion; all the ſtatutes, from the reign of Edward the Third to that 
of James the Firſt, on that head, being reſtrictive againſt giving 


more, and not compullive to give the price rated by the juſtices; 
Ff 2 conſe- 


"'Y 
x 
: 
; 
| 
— 6 
* 
1 
N 
1 
1 
1 : 
5 
. 
1 
11 
R pl 
* 
"1 
—_— 
U 
v1 
| ., 
* 
„ 
* 
i 
. 
l { 
[ 
? 
4 
* io | 
>} 
4 
» 4 
i 1 
U 'Y 
1 
ia 
' 
P, 
„ 
4 
14 
B 
1 
3 
' of . 
— + ? 
. 
Fo 
i% I 
x | 
4 1 
v4 
! * 
p ' 
"— 
o 
, 
+49 
'O I 
_ 
1 
% 
2 
* 


220 LET TER XXX; 


| conſequently, SPE os rather to reduce than to raiſe the price of 


labour. i 10 88 217 ; 0apt i I890% if gong 203 10 93083! 

But let us examine ee ee een preſerved in times 
antecedent” to the eſtabliſnment of a poor's rate; and how it is 
preferved now, and let us make a compariſon of che facts: the 


means are in our Ane n 58 refuilt "may" Nb e hw 


truth. 

In the vwerity-third of 8 the Third, ths x price + agrivul- 
tural labour was regulated, in many inſtances, by parliament. — 
Two of theſe ſhall be taken; harveſt- wages, reaping corn by the 
day, three-pente ; threſhing wheat, by the quarter, two-pence half. 
penny: in that year, 1338, the price of wheat; by the quarter, 
was three ſhillings and four - pence; therefore; a day's work in har- 
veſt would not produce quite one-thirteenth of a quarter of wheat, 
and the price of threſhing a quarter was one- ſixteenth of its value. 
In 1792, the price of a day's harveſt- work, in the cheapeſt coun- 
ties, was, at the leaſt, half-a- crown, and the price of threſhing 
wheat was alſo about half. a- crown a quarter: the average- price of 
wheat, throughout the year, might be about two guineas a quar- 
ter: the labour of threſhing, therefore, was, to the price of the 
wheat, as one to ſixteen or ſeventeen; and a day's harveſt-wages 
bore the ſame proportion to the ſame! quantity of wheat, In the 
years 1387, 1389, wheat was threſhed at four-pence a quarter, 


and reaped at ſeven- pence an acre. In 1388, the price of wheat 


was four ſhillings a quarter: in this inſtance, the price of threſhing 
ſhall be taken, becauſe the price of reaping an acre of wheat muſt 
then, as now, depend on many circumſtances, and riſe or fall 
accordingly: threſhing then produced one-twelfth of the value of 
the wheat. In 1446, a reaper received five-pence a day; the 
price of wheat was, in 1445, four ſhillings and ſix-pence a quar- 
ter; and, in 1447, eight ſhillings ; therefore, a day's harveſt-work, 
at that time, produced one-tenth of a quarter of wheat: in 1445, 
the year preceding the price of reaping, and the year ſucceeding 
it, 
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it, one · nineteenth yearly ; the Chronicon Prerisſum giving no in · 
ſtance of the price of wheat in 1446: the average of theſe pries 
of labour is one: fourteenth of a quarter of wheat; and the price 
of the ſame articles of labour, in the year 1792, having been taken 
at one - ſixteenth of the value of- a quarter of wheat, it is manifeſt 
that the price of agricultural labour was then ſomewhat higher, in 
proportion to the price of wheat, than at preſent; that is to ſay, as 
a fourteenth is to a ſixteenth; which would increaſe harveſt- wages 
to about three ſhillings a day, and threfhing wheat to three ſhillings. 
a quarter, ſuppoſing ve of n to be ing a 
quarter, 1 neh gui 

So few inſtances nocar when-the price of wheat ans the price al 
agricultural labour can be obtained in thei ſame year, before any 
regular regiſters. of the price of wheat were kept, that the exact. 
neſs of the average cannot be depended on; nor is the calcula- 
tion pretended to be correctly exact; but it is apprehended that 
both the average and the calculation are ſufficiently ſo, to war- 
rant the concluſion that is inferred from them: and it ſhould 
alſo be recollected, that no compulſory maintenance for the poor 
was eſtabliſhed during we eee in Which theſe nvoriges? _ 
been taken. eh E bas vs 10 psx 01 ono 

In 1661, the Juſtices of Elter, in their Eaſterx ſeſſions, fixed the 
rates of agricultural labout for tliat year: the reaper, one ſhilling” 
and ten- pence a day harveſt- wages; the threther; exactly the ſame 
price per quarter: the price of wheat was, by the Windſor- table, 
3). 26. 2d,; by which it is manifeſt, that a day's harveſt-wages, 
and the threſhing a quarter of wheat, would not either of them 
purchaſe one- thirty- fifth part of the quarter. At this period the 
compulſory maintenance had been eſtabliſhed near forty years. 

In 1682, among the wages of ſervants and labourers in huſban- 
dry, rated by the juſtices at their quarter-ſeſſions, holden at Bury, 
in Suffolk, and recorded in Sir John Cullum's Hiſtory” of Haw- 
ſtead, we find that a man-reaper's wages, in harveſt, was one ſhil- 

ling 
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ling and eight: pence; a i in, ſummer, ohe il. 
ling ; in winter, ten- pence: thy 5 age- price of Wheat we nd, 
by the Windfor-table, to have en, "that year, 1“. 195. 1d.; 2 
day's har velt, wages would, therefore, in 55. Pyfchaſe gne-twen 
ty-third part of a quarter of. wheat; a _day's „ COMMON. wages, in 
ſuammer, about a thirty-ninth part; a day's common. wages, in 
winter, about a forty-ſeventh part. It ſhould. be e that 
theſe prices are all without meat and drink. 

In 1668, Mr. Gregory King computed. the ordinary income of 
labourers, and out-ſervants at fifteen pounds a year, to a family 
which he ſuppoſed to conſiſt of three and a balf perſons ; and de 
computed the weekly expenſe of ſuch families to be about twenty 
pence a head. About the ſame time, Lord - Chief Juſtice Hale : 
computed the neceſſary expenſes of a labourer's family, conſiſt- 
ing of ſix perſons, the father, mother, two children able to do 
ſomething, and two not able, at ten ſhillings a, week, or twenty- 
ſix pounds a. year : the average-price of wheat, was, by. the 
Windſor-table, that year, 1/. 15s. 6d.; and the average-price for 
twenty-five years, taken annually, from 1655 to 1680, during 
which period of time the Chief Juſtice muſt have made his calcu- 
lation, was generally above 2], 55. never under 21. 25. a quarter, 
We have ſeen the rates of wages at the, Eſſex quarter-ſeſſions 1n 
Eaſter 1661, and at the Suffolk quarter-ſeſſions | in 1682; the infe- 
rence, with reſpect to the ratio which agricultural labour bore, 
when, wages were rated, to the neceſſaries of life, can eaſily be 
drawn ; and, when drawn, will prove that the practice was not 
favourable to the labourer. 

The difficulty of obtaining inſtances of the prices of labour, in 
years ſo long paſſed. away, prevent me from ſelecting a ſufficient 
number of facts to form a very exact average; but it is preſumed 
that ſufficient has been 10 to lay a foundation for the following 


nes: 
aſſertions: L 


Firſt, 
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WH irſt, — That, before the | rate operated to the relief of the poor, 
their wages were pine in proportion to tlie price of wheat, ; oP 
at | on 20 WEARS 09 Yo RY LECT 
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than at Fade as the fame Rabi of work will now dnl 
ſixteenth of a quarter of wheat, which, in 1661, would purchaſe 
only a thirty-ninth part, and, in 1682, a twenty third part of a 
quarter of wheat 19 To judge how ſuch a price for labour, ſo 
diſproportioned to the price of wheat, affected the poor's $ rate in 
thoſe days, is not at this diſtance of time in our power, except i in 
thoſe pariſhes where accident may have preferved the account of the 
rate raiſed in thoſe ears; and, in ſuch a caſe, ſome idea miglit 
be formed by comparing the then rate with the preſent, ſuppoſing 
the ſtate of population and of the manufactures to be alſo known. 
Thirdly. — It appears, not only that the rating of wages tended 
to depreſs the price of labour; but that, before the poor partook of 
a revenue raiſed from the pockets of their fellow-ſubjefts ; the un- 
feeling hand of legiſlation having precluded | miſery from its laſt 
reſource, — the compaſſion of the wealthy, by reſtraining them from 
begging, and their opulent neighbours from giving them relief, 
through fear of impriſonment; the Poor 1 mult have been in a moſt 
deplorable ſituation, and muſt have continued ſo until the begin- 
ning of the reign of Henry the Eighth, when juſtices of the peace 
were empowered to licence aged and impotent perſons, to beg with- 
in certain diſtricts, This alſo will, in ſome meaſure, account for 
the deficiency of our population in thoſe times, it being, in the 
fourteenth century, not one-fourth of what it is at preſent. | 
Therefore, although the price of labour might be, through the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth, centuries, higher, in propor- 
tion to the price of wheat, than at preſent; the rough temper of 


the times, inſtanced by the concurrent acts of legiſlation, lett the 
poor 
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poor without ann reſouree in >theytidurcof diſtreſs; except front. 
eccleſiaſtical eſtates; and, withuqſpeſt tu the time: ꝑaſſet ſin gs alie 
43d of Elizabeth; it rhas bern ren, that the prive of laboum Was 
much lower, oin propartion to the price of vliaatyt during the: laſt 
century. than at preſent. TUE 26 04H 211, Bal. v3 e Kut hilt 
The concluſion which: follows, from the feu facts that apply to 
the queſtion, is, that, in the three centuries preceding the:poor's 
rate, they were in a worſe ſituation that at preſent, although their 
wages were more proportionate to the neceſſaries of life; becauſe 
there was no reſource left to them from private charity, and a com- 
pulſve, maintenance was not eſtabliſhed, to vhich they might apply 
in the hour of diſtreſs; and chrough thꝛe ſerenteenth century, after 
a compulſive maintenance had been eſtabliſhied they appear to have 
received wages leſs proportionate to the neceſſaries of life than they 
do at preſent z conſequently, their preſent ſituation, with their 
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UT. it may be objected, that the) inſtances; produced, having 
mentioned the concurrent price of oply-one; material 'article.of 
life, wheat; the others, as clothing, fire, -houſe-rent, butcher's meat; 
and a long train of et cæteras, have not been glanced at. 
This difficulty may be ſolved by a ſhorter, and probably a more 
ſatisfactory, Proof, than a detail of the concurrent prices of long 
category of articles, at the ſeveral periods when the faregoing>no« 
tices wers faken, were ſuch an accurate detail in; our: power z the 
proof alluded to is the; opinion of Adam ,Staith gm this ſublecti 
who ſays,,* The money - rice of corn, regulates hat, of all other 
home-made commodities; che real value of every, other, commodity 
being 
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being qacaſured, and determined hy the proportion mhichcits: average 
money - pries bœars to the money price of corn.“ 18e 0154903 
The detaił of tho facts and arguments, from which this principle 
i eſtabhiheu by. Dr. Smit yduld probably be thought tedious 
and unneceſſary, having his name as authority for the opinion; a 
Horter proof may be. thought a better proof; and a plain and in- 
telligible ſorures may eſſoct us mueh in à few words as 4 long of | 
ment in many: pages. Fon inſtance £11 

The labouriof man ſnhould be qual / to his eee the: nods 
cipal article of which is corn. ny the labour of our por ate 
hume - mads commadities produred und manufactured; what pro. 
dyecs ot manufattures- commodities: is the meaiure of theit value ; 
vehat ſuſtains the poor is the efficicat' mean of their labour. Corn 
principally is the ſuſtenance of the poor; therefore, corn iss the 
mea ſure of the value af home-made commodities; or, in other 
words, the money - price of corn regulates the money · price of 'thoſe 
articles, which are neceſſary to the ſuſtenance of the poor. 24 

Another point to be ſettled before we proceed, is to aſcertain 

the articles which common conſent will agree to call the neceſſaries 
of life ; becauſe no wages of labour will provide for a conſumptian, 
ad libitum, of every urtiele of food and dbtliing ; which a poor 
family may chooſe to make uſe of; and, at the ſame time, a dedue- 
tion of every article, not abſolutely neceffary'ro the ſuſtentationf f 
human hife, would leave ſo littio to be purchaſed! by the labors of 
man, as to admit of no doubt on the queſtion. 
No writer has delivered his ſentiments on this topic with hat 
preciſion of idea, that appropriate happineſs of expreſſion, and, 
what is beſt,” with that full knowledge of the ſubject, as the ſame 
writer we have before referred to: his opinion therefore will, with 
no ſmall degree of propriety, ſtand in the -place of any fluctuating 
deſultory notions, which humanity, miſled by luxury, might throw 
out; this one idea being granted, that the comforts of life and the 


neceſſaries are different things; the firſt are properly within the 
Gg reach 
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ond the probability, of ſeeking aelief from the rata devied for e 
poor; the, laſt compreheud-galycthaſe. articles avhich arc} neceſſary 
to _ preſervation. pf, human life inrhegtthy..anghe/perion in ſuen 
clothing as not to offend the ee of decency: and propriety - 

By negeſſaries, Adam Smith ſays; he underſtande not only the 
commodities which are indiſpenſabiy neceſſary for the ſupport of 
life, but whatever the cuſtom of the country renders it indetent 
for creditable people to be without;s. and explains himſelf, by nd. 
mitting, that a linen ſhirt-and:leather ſhoes are among thoſe things 
which the pooreſt creditable perſon of aithernſex cn this country 
would be aſhamed, to appear in ꝓublie without falt, candles d 
ther,, ſoap, and fuel, he adwits as neceſlancs, to a rttin degree 
of canſump tion. 2 0599290 E913 10021 e eee 
Grain, and other vegetables, with the help of '-milk; cheeſe, and 
butter, or oil where no butter is ta be: had che affirms, ate known 
from experience, without any aſſiſtance from butchers meat) to 
afford the moſt nouriſning and invigorating diet nd therefore 
he doubts, whether butgheg's meat be a meceſlary. of life any where; 
but, not determining that point, he calls ali other things luxuries, 
ſpeaking { of { articles; of diet, without meaning, x by this appellation, 
to throw the ſmalleſt degree of reproach ani temperate uſe of them z 
he ſays, Beer and ale in Great Britain, and wine even in- wine 
countries, I call luxuries: a man of any tmn may, without any 
reproach, abſtain totally from ſuch liquors; nature does not render 
them neceſſary for the ſupport of life, and cuſtom no where ren- 
ders it indecent to live without them.“ 10 e416; eit 

Many namęs, and ſome of eminence in the political as well as 
in the literary world, have given ſanction to ſtrictures on our po- 
lice pas the poor, from the time of Lord Verulam n 
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tract from the Editor's Tour; in Trcland is ey 3 in point with Adam Smith's. 
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preſent day ; but this — hed PdPIAGINE kad Hot 
been glanced at until lately; hence We may collect, that it was hot 
thonght: arſtriking object ; anννulſo venture to afſert, tliaf 
material i glaring, diſproportion ſubſiſtod beteten wagte unt the 
neceſſarieg af idifaʒ during i thoſel times when Bacon, Lord Hate; 
King. Davenant,nFirniiny Defoe Locke, Sir Joſiah Child, Cary, 
Hay, Alcoch Lord Hilſboroughy Sir Richard Lloyd, Fielding; rid 
Burn, turned thein attention toi this ſubject; for, had any materia 
diſproportion prewaiied in the opinions''of theſe writers, or any of 
them that diſpocportion would have been ſuggeſted as à cauſt of 
the miſchief complained of, have been advertet} to, and A reniedy 
propaſed i but ws ean collect no arguments from there Writitigs, 
eithen for on sgainſt 2 riſalof) wages; and, ub great a; diſpropbrtio 
ſubſiſted in their times between the price of corn and the price of 
labour, as at praſent, their ſilence may therefore be men into 
an sequieſcence, that no foundation of eomplaint exiſted,” 7's 
Indeed, no hints of any weight, no aſſertions of ſetious autho- 
_ rityy- cart be found iin the writings of our forefathers, on which we 
may meaſon as on a ſalid foundation; building our argument or 
the reſpect due toi a great name; which; when fact, experience, 
ſtrict demonſtration, andianalogical infetetite} Fail us, may ſerve ag 
a reaſonable cauſe of belief; though by 102meany of r cons 
vichon. (1847/4 IVY DIE AIMS 1118 1 It i C48 18 Mi 260 
But the ſame excellent, moral, and political, caſuiſt, hole 
treatiſe on the Wealth of Nations we have juſt had recourſe tc, 
gives his decided opinioa on this * en fell n under 
his attention. 
He informs us, that, © in Great Britain, "A wages of labour 
— be evidently more than what 1s Jury W to bring 


up a family. 
The real recompenſe of leur, the real 3 of the ne- 


ceflarics and conyenierices of life, which it can procure” to the la · 
. WV bourer, 
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beurer; has during the 'cobrfel bfbele 1 
perhaps in a til! greater cuhνονu than ith /moneppries; bl y[23;! 
don The:mages) ofiilabourrhavel ben gcontinuaily;) increalitig. ace 
the time (of! Henry ther Bighihft an an the ,greater- art of {the 
branctits of trad the pibit of ſtuck has beencdimimiſhing), 1511 +> 
ly In Great Brizain, the wages of countsp-tabaur;approacti nearer 
t thoſe: of manafafturing-labour, than they are faid to have. dome 
in te laſt century or in the beginning of the:prefent,” 4) 21h 
Theſe extracts plainly declare the opanion: that this author: hold 
on tius fabjeftz thoſe, who with 20'{te-rthegroundework of hier- 
foning; Wall find full cauſe to be fatiſiod ich ther ſolidity ef Wis 
obſetvations' and 'theprecafiow of Js argument by: peruſing) books 
the keft, the ſecondꝭ the fourth, -and-fifticof this valuable works //+ 
uu. Tounſhend concurs in the! fame" opinion g he ſays, in his 
Niſſertation on the Por- Laus, if we take the average of ſinty 
years, whack terminated at the commencement: vf the preſem cen. 
tury, we ſhall find t prine of wheat to due been ſax ſhiinge and 
faur-pence hal penny per buſhel, whereas: ſor the ſabftqnent Gury 
years / iti way ny fiue ſhillings; and for the laſt twenty year αν,s 
ing with the year 1782, not more than fix ſhillings and fixpeneey 
yet; duriug that long perict,/ in which-pronfions. were the cheapeſt, 
the poar's rates wat/oontivaally advanciegy that this diſteſb / does 
not ariſe from the high” price of | ſoaps] leather, candles, ſalt, and 
other ſmall articles, :needful in a family, wall appent not only from 
the fupetion advance im the price of labour, in the proportion oſ 
ts au within u century, but from hence, that here the price 
lnb sur is the higheſt, and a in there the: puor-nates 
have bean'moſt exorbitant.“ ; T 103011 ed om 
Mr. Howlett is the only writer of . has advanced 
an opinion different from that which has been gener li received, or 
ſilently acquieſced in, by all who have, in paſt times, left us their 
OR on 3 e 
OTIS n Ii nei e 101 K —— 
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fatimonts of Adam Smith nd ft: Ton ndhend, who: hn very 
lately had the ſxbject under their uumſuleratiom. 2130 Hifi & at 208019] 
»2Mr.:Howlen ſays; in ius pamphlet, which has been alrendy m0. 
woc parte m, ſuction the: fink! the great and real eauſe of 
the increa{ed propertion-of theiphary as well s of the increaſed ex; 
in, chat the price of labour has ar ad- 
vanced:formuck:s} the price of proviſions.” And he concludes with 
this obſervation;:i*'exther; razſe im wages of the poor, or give them 
proviſions an they had them:forty ye . 
-:Eaying afide;»for: actime, all the reſpect that is due to the autho- 
rity of great names i leaving at preſent out of the queſtion the 
uniform aſſertions of many eminent writers on this ſubject, from - 
the age of Queen Elizabeth to the preſent, who have one and all 
complained of the prniligacy of the poor gũ a profligacy which ſeems 
to have gathered ſtrengih in proportion he refief at a veſtry, or hy 
the order- uf a magiſtrate, ſupplied the place of the wages of in- 
duſtry and ha have attributed the increaſe of this poverty and 
expenſe.in/their maintenance to that cauſe principally ; let us meet 
Tu ts e * of fadt. ee en * 
lett himſelfl. C1611 aan Jud 20 

2 amber ks 1776, 
in produced; and the average of: the aupenſe, in the years 1783, 1784, 
278 5, i alſo produced the firſt amounts t 1, 529, 780. 0s. 1d. 
per annum; the laſt to 2,00%. $8 11d. the difference he- 
tween them ig 4744584. 55 104. If the price of the neceſſaries of 
lte increaſed in the. laſt period in am equal proportion with the ex- 
penibs of the poor; that is to ſay, between a third and a fourth 
more than their price at the firſt period, the aſſertion might be wary 
ranted by the conſequence in its fulleſt extent; for, the price of la- 
boupeertainty/hee.npt.cfen « third; or even a _ bad: as: us 
Finns {ns facto mad N : 

During cha yer the firſt daſs — of whate 
was;;iti-1473, 24. 195. 1d.; in 1774, 21, 155, 1d.; in 1775, 24, 1158. 3d.; 
the average of the three years is 2/, 155. 145d, 


During 
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3 
During the C 


was, in 1783, 21. 75. 1d. in . r. un. im ap84;101.'w65. wn; 
td / wworage ol the tlitee ycarꝝ is 24 4354 οαοτ 1182139 A HE bet. 
Therefore the price: of the necoſſaries of life, in in voter wie 
the money-· price of carti,which regulates the priot of the neosſſaries 
ofi life, 1. e. home made commodities, was an/the laſt period cheaper 
than in the firſt, in the proportion vf between u fourth and a fifth; 
and the expenſes of the poor in the laſt period were greater than 
their expenſes in the EGGS © third and a fourth 
bee e e Tila et TE mit ee 0-1 ee ene 
«YALL 2188 2 51 ES POT 1 nnr unt sd fon rn TAIL 
: $8101 INIT 210171 81.798 201 NHL Nen 
JUBK9 COL CH l 21190 3 fort 5 d 1 4721825 t i” nete 
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Nr Howlett ſuppoſes chat end THIHRAGAY conftmts At Kaff A 
quafter of wheat & year; a family of fit thererote En rte 
ſix quarters annually; corn, therefore, cſts ſuch a fämify annül 
on the average above-metitioned; the tfret yrarb preceding 776 
incluſively, 16“. 10s. gd.; and 130. 21. 3d. the three years precedity 
5 inclufivtly; ; WSfeqdently, the dffference Between thöle füll, 

3. 60 '64. feminin the pocket of the Titty, "to expend in cher 
neceſlaries, in*the Ya period more tan Tür tfte frft; ard, taking the 
number of labötrimg poor imdividials zi Fiighhd and Waler th b 
at fix milions and a” 1 — „as MY. Howlett fates" tend! ddring 
| beth the 7 periods, che whote %f their & prndftüre for wheht would; 
1 11 0 period?” be'lefs* than an the former 35567, 708. and we 
hade Ren ha thei! expenſes in the lalt Period Have excecded their 
expenſes in the firſt near half a million,” © 0 26 1 % 18g 
Havilſg ſübſtantiatec this" fact, ee ih bor eddi Wee 

which the 7axes, during the American war, hall inbreaſeck In Price 78 
178} beyond that in 1558! It has been Prove? that thé prite of 
com nts the price of "the deer articles e conſump- 
tion; 
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tion therefore,” as corn: was cheapen, they could not ba-materidily: 
dearer, but by the operation of ſome taz. 91 489 
Had the American war, in 278g, ] ,n additional duty; 
omany article -which may be called a neceſſary of life Masi any 
duty laid on milk, cheeſe, cutter, foap, leather, candleg,o huts) 
cher's meat, hnen cloth, firing, to which they were not equally 
ſubject in 1776, if ſubject to any tax at all? The anſwer is a nega. 
tive: therefore how the price of alli or any of them, could be in- 
creaſed one. fifth, by the means: of taration, I cannot diſcover; 
neither can it be granted as a fact, that leather, ſoap, candles, 
butter, cheeſe; coſt one- fifth more in 1785 than in the years imme- 
diately preceding the American war: trat thieſe articles might ſome 
of them be ſomewhat dearer, may be fact; but, although the exact 
proportion. cannot ealily-be aſcertained, the aſſertion may be ſafely 
ventured, that they had not inoreaſed a fifth in price. Beer, ſpirits, 
tea, ſugar, ſnuff, 'tobacoo, were increaſed in price during this war- 
but as theſe cannot be numbered among the neceſſaries of lifes aud 
the: firſt, the only article, the uſe of which can be approved of, is 
generally found the labourer in: agriculture by his maſter ; it can- 
not form a general article of unavoidable, expenſe.  _ 

we have feen that the average - Price of beat, during the firſt 
period, was ſo much more than during, the laſt, as to make a 
difference of - 3 8.- -64:,ainually, in the expenditure of a family 
of ſir people; and the ſum it coſts ſuck a family* «for corn, in; the. 
laſt period, is more than half the probable earnings of a labourer” $ 
family; therefore the expenſes of that family, in all other articles 
of conſumption, could not be increaſed more than it had ſaved i in 
the propottional price of wheat, had the price of thoſe articles in- | 
GU one-fifth, as Mr. Howlett has aſſerted. 1 

Where then reſts the proof, that the number of poor, and the 
and expenſe of maintaining them, ariſes from the price of la- 
bour not having riſen, in proportion to the price of the neceſſaries 


of life? And where do we perceive the cauſe for an increaſe of 
agricultural 
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agricultural uager which ave hne to have riſen two · ponar ini the 
Milling in daily labour ſinte tis ibaſt century; and in tf 
novel mord? The price) of corn has not riſen in any ſack u pf 
pvrtion, ani the price of con tegulates the price of home-made 
commodities. If greater wages are given, they Will be given for 

expenſes in articles widely different from the neceſfariss of - life ; 
they will be given for the encouragement of idleneſs,” by the in- 
ereaſe of the exciſe- revenue. Idleneſs is the root of all evil. 
artioles of exciſe are the moiſture which nouriſnos that root. 
Butz mhile our reaſon can find no cauſd for a riſe of wages, both 
that / and our humanity plead ſtrongly ſor ſame encouragement to 
indaſtry ; becauſe! to ist uppnehended, that & proſpect of reward is 
-a mare active and honourable; jnducement than a fear of puniſh. 
ment; So thought and ſo wrote William Shakeſpeare, - in 2582, 
The human mind is ſooner rouſed to action by a hope of rifing, 
than by a fear ns ane paved; » 
e e eee te Ae e 


O70 10 1 * ; #4 k 1 123 x t 77 8 F reg iS 0 . „ 
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But no ſituation dig-ogntey ſhould be l a | probability 
of advancement. ',;Hape, ſhould be permitted to travel through life 
with all of, us, When that pleaſing companion, that chearful ray 
of untried felicity, is excluded from our ſight, our journey is gloomy 
indeed: deſpondence and apathy then are aſſociated with us; and 
_ as Trincalo ſays, acquaints a man with ſtrange bedded 

8 

The conſolidation of ſmall farms, _ the pradice provails to 
that extent as to leave no ſmall occupation for the labourer who 
might have ſaved money ſufficient, or, by a courſe of honeſt and 
induſtrious conduct, baye obtained credit ſufficient, to ſtock and 


farm a few acres of land. malt neee. to a great diſcow- 
— of induſtry. Muse „ i Ads. Tab x 


In 
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Ai In it where this practieoiſo generally-prevails, ther 3s:no 
ther chance for him, whoſe manual labour 4/4 the land, to reap the 
pfaduce of ite than by occupying the glebe of the pariſh, rooitheſe 
lands which have been left in truſt ſor the uſes of particular ahari- 


ties. The proper tenants of ſuch Jands, and alſo of the glebe, if 


the incumbent does not occupy it himſelf, are the induſtrious poor; 

and, in ſuch caſes, the — become W 

the gent, e 10 1001 911. 21 

If box-glubs were: — eſtabliſhed, uch of: the ubltribers 
as have continued; their payments a given number of years, who 

might be thought by the pariſh- officors worthy to be troſted:with a 

ſmall occupation of land, ſnould be permitted to draw out f the 


ſtock the amount of their ſubſoriptiuns, dedufting> ſuch ſams as 


they may bave received: from the club, Whenever ſuch an opportu- 
nity of occupying land might offer. In that caſe; thoſe wh O llave 
migrated. from their pariſhes to obtain greater wages, and have 
paid a larger proportion of their earnings to the ſtock, as was pro- 
poſed, would have a proportional an ee of riſing in their 
ſit uations. el aon Jam aopy D Wo) 


To appropriate any part of the 1 maintenance to the 
encouragement of youthful itiduſtry, migit poſſibly: be thought an 


unwarrantable perverfiowy hat t certalhlywould not be an illegal 
application of part of the poor tate; for; M ſhould be in our 
recollection, that to ſet the poor at work was one great cauſe 
which induced the legiſlature to inſtitute a poor's rate: and it 
muſt be acknowledged, that this rate can be diminiſhed by no 

means ſo proper, and beneficial to the public, as by the promotion 
of general induſtry: and we ſhould alſo bear in our minds, that 


induſtrious habits grow by encouragement more runs + than by 


compulſion,, 

Every encouragement given by agricultural ſocieties tends to tine 

end: rewards for good and ſkilful operations in huſbandry, — for 

long and honeſt ſervices, — for bringing up, without pariſh-affif- 
H h tance, 


\ 


85 tance, a family of * of en with prizes to 
the moſt deſerving,,— all tend to excite and preſerve a ſpirit of in- 
duſtrious emulation, productive of the beſt effeſts ; a ſpirit, well 
exchanged for that idle thieviſn diſpoſition, too prevalent, at pre- 
ſent, among the riſing generation of the poor. /; | i; 

The overſeers of the poor, in their reſpective. pariſhes, poſſeſs 
numberleſs opportunities of encouraging induſtry. The applica- 
tion that a poor perſon is obliged, by the ſtatute, to make to them 
for relief, before he is authorized to be relieved by the next magiſ- 
trate, gives them. ample opportunities to obtain 2 of the 
induſtry, the economy, the earnings, the expenditure, of the per- 
ſon applying. When the overſeers perceive one family in want of 
pariſh- relief, and the., adjoining family, in a, ſimilar ſituation with 
reſpect to number, age, and capability of maintaining themſelves, 
not only not in want, but poſſeſſing a viſible property, they muſt 
feel that the duty of their office requires ſome.inveſtigation of this 
apparent paradox; and if, on inquiry, they find, that honeſt in- 
duſtry and rigid economy place the one family above want, and 
that idleneſs and waſte reduce the other to diſtreſs ; if they dole to 
the one neceſſary relief, which is more than they deſerve, they 
ſhould, by every, encpuragement,, hold the other out as an example 
to be imitated. The natural claims of the one on GER are equi- 
vocal the merits of the other are.certain. 


90 
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T appears illiberal to refuſe aſſent to the only xeaſonable excuſe 
that can be alleged, in behalf of the poor, for the miſerable 
degree of poverty in which they are plunged, and for the increaſing 
burthen 
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burthen of expenſe to the pubſio in their maintenatice: an extuſe 
which, if it exiſted, would throw che blame from ber fiviNſerF t6 
2 their employer. 1o 5vitoubory nomelumsg evortttuh 

It would alſo n become av iharfleese ppi u conſiderabſe pot 
tion of landed property, and reſiding in a country where the ge- 
neral appearance of his labouring neighbours indicates ſuch diſ- 
treſs as, when it meets the eye, muſt affect the heart, and Which 
diſtreſs ariſes either from their wages not being ſufficient to pur- 
chaſe the neceſſaries of life, or from à deficiency of economy and 
induſtry im the poor themſelves, to deny the firſt cauſe,” and aſſert 
the laſt to be à fact. Such conduct would —— ns. 
man, unleſs, from candid inveſtigation, he was firmly perſuded 
the fact, and was conſcious that ſuch'atepreſentation Was the Lat 
guage of truth; and, in that caſe, it becomes, in at inquiry! of 
this nature, his duty to make his opinion public; and to aſſert, that 
the cee of life ate not mit 4 ö more um. em 
wages. N 18 

Such Is the opitiion that thi 12 pages of this u et bed 
tempted to eſtabliſh as truth; and, if they have ſacceeded, the fol- 
lowing conſequence,” which reſults from it, is apparent, and catr- 
not be contradicted: That economy and prixlende are neceffiry to 
make what the poor earn go as far towtttts” the* ſupport of life às 
poſſible; and induſtry alf ig neceſſdty to tale their time as pro- 
ductive as poſſible: for, if it be true that agricultural labour 1s as 
well paid, all things being conſidered, as it ought to be, there is no 
way to increaſe the earnings of the poor but by increaſing the gene- 
ral quantity of induſtry. This is therefore the point to which our 
attention ſnould be directed. 

Mr. Locke's opinion has been mentioned, with reſpect to the 
relaxation of diſcipline among the poor. To this he attributed, in 
1697, their mifery and our expenſes. / This opinion was extra 
t a enn, * -pamphlets: — ee publiſſi 
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Boinburgh in 1787, which referred to Mr. Chanel Baume of 
the comparative State of Great Britain. % 
The whole of Mr. Locke's memorial, as one of the Compiigs 
ners of the Board of Trade, was not then in 'prtity/nor was'dny 
other - ſtreſs laid on it than ſuch as the opinion of à man of his 
abilities and ſolid judgement demanded : but the laſt edition of the 
pamphlet, publiſhed for the benefit, and giving an account of the 
inſtitution and management, of the ſchools of induſtry in the 
county of Lincoln, has thrown a much ſtronger light on this 
memorial; has placed the whole of it before our view; and, by ſo 
doing; has connected the practice and experience of a moſt excellent 
regulation for the encouragement of youthful 5 with" the 
ſentiments of a vigorous and highly- eultivated mind. 30.2907" 1 
This Report from the Board of Trade, dran up by Mr. Locke, 
contains not bis opinion only, but that alſo of orber commiſſioners, 
founded on a full and mature examination both of facts and argu - 
ments, produced from a multiplicity of proofs' which they had full 
power to call for. It originated at the inſtigation of Willlam the 
Third, who had the regular employment of the poor much at heart, 
and mentioned the ſubject to his parliament, on opening the ſeſſion 
in 1699, as a meaſure he very much intereſted himſelf in; and 
there was, accordingly, an act of parlament drawn up, that fill 
exiſts, although, owing to the altercations between him and His 
parliament, which took 'place about this ume, it was never n | 
into a law, 
One capital n in this n memorial is, the recom- 
mendation of ſchools of induſtry ; and ſurely ſuch an inſtitution, if 
ever adviſable, is now adviſable; if it was ever neceſſary, by a re- 
| gular education, to increaſe the honeſt means of maintenance 
among the labouring poor, it is now neceſlary ; if ever there was 
reaſon to fear that the poor's rate may anticipate'the ſources of our 
national expenditure, we have now reaſon to feat it; and ſurely if 


1 
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we ever had cauſe to dread the conſequences of ſueh an anticipation 
to the intereſts of the kingdom at large, to the internal peace of its 
inhabitants, and to the ſafety of our much-admired conſtitution, _ 
we have now every reaſon to dread the conſequences of a poor's rate, | 
which has riſen upon us in times of peace and proſperity, and 
which will continue to rife in a greater proportion, and with in- 
creaſed celerity, as war, with its concomitant evils and expenſes, 
reduces our trade, impoveriſhes our manufactures, and increaſes 
the demands upon us for money, the finews of war, in an inverſe 
proportion with our ability to contribute it. {LIOFrince. 
Fas gſ ab boſte daceri. Shall we then be inattentive to ** opinions 
of thoſe with whom we are now at war? An opinion delivered in 
times of peace, and then conceived, by thoſe who formed the: ſinſt 
conſtitution after the deſtruction of deſpotiſm in France, as parti- 
cularly applicable. to the intention of inſtituting a poor's rate 
throughout that kingdom ſimilar to that of England. Shall we 
pay no attention to that remarkable expreſſion made uſe of by 
the French Committee of Mendicity which points out our poor's 
rate as the moſt deſtructive gangrene of our conſtitution? And 
if that man, whoſe effigy, in many places within the king - 
dom, has been burnt, a ceremony that has throwa out a blaze to 
the reputation of his abilities, which his intentions by no means 
deſerve from thoſe who are friends to the conſtitution of this 
country; if that man has ever, either in his writings or his con- 
verſation, declared his opinion, that the preſent adminiſtration 
of our code of poor-laws will, if continued, in time effect, with 
_ certainty, that deſtruction of our conſtitution,” which himſelf, and 
other enemies to this country, have attempted to bring about in a 
quicker manner; it ſuch is the opinion of Thomas Paine, ſhall 
we not be taught to ſtrenghten ourſelves in that weak part which 
an enemy inadvertently, has pointed out; to repair that breach in 
our citadel; to; prabe and; cleanſe that wound which an enemy 


nn has been too much neglected, _ now, through that ne- 
glect, 
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glect. threatens us with. deſtruction 7 Surely. tho objet is. of 
importance ſufficient to demand al our attention ; and the attempt 
of an individual to excite that attention cannot be called preſump. 
tuous, although it may be vain; cannot deſerye * nen 
it may not meet with ſucceſs . 

Mr. Locke has reported, that, if the en mis eil be 
looked into, the commiſſioners humbly conceive it will be found 
to have proceeded neither from ſcarcity. of proviſions, nor from 
want of employment for the poor, . ſince. the goodneſs of God,” 
he ſays, has bleſſed theſa, ü ith playey .nordeſs than the 
former.“ Wen ENC&ittt 3 174 61 1D; KC 111134: CURR ESL IT-f 21 

Has not the make of (God. alſo bleſſed this kingdom ith 
plenty fince the determination, of the American war ? If, in 1697, 
this was the language of truth, and the voice of gratitude, is it 
not ſo, at, leaſt, in an equal degree, at preſent? Has not the horn 
of plenty been poured of late years over this conntry, replete with 
all the fruits of the earth, in every production of art and induſ- 
try? Have not our ſhips conveyed the overflowings of Great Bri- 
tain, whoſe conſumption borders upon waſte, to all parts of the 
globe? And. have theꝝ not returned home laden with the produce 

5% I JOU 3 00044 eee ene 4 op e net 
Fady, in the; fpringiof 479% Joon; 2 of Mam was publiſhed, I'ws 
invited by a gentle ite, Whom 1, bad ſhawn ſome Splits! in the county, to dine 


wich him in town. homies Paine was one of the company: it was my lot to be placed 
next to him. The company beiüg large, the converſation: ſobn became more divi 

than general, each perſon talking to his neighbour: © Mr. Paine told me he was inf 

Iqud sid great attention to the fituatian of the pads; in this county, and the laws reſpect- 
ing, bem, and aſked me what I thought of the poor's rate. I told him I thought it an 
increaſing evil, He then made me this reply: — © I am juſt returned from Thetford, 
where 57 grandfather was overſcer about half a century ago. I have juſt ſeen the rates 
for his halFlhbarl; they were under £40. <-I think he fd £34. — What do you thitik 
they ate;now this preſent half. year? Sir, they are between £300 and; £400, In a ſhort 
time, if this evil is not ſtopped, the friends of liberty will, with the greateſt caſe, walk 
over the ruins of the boaſted Conſtitution : its fall wants no acceleration from the friends 
of Gallic freedom:” To this a — preſent inſtantly W Thomas, thy wiſh 
is father to that thought,” 


of 
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of all chmes ? Whatever fruits the earth has produced from the 
north to the ſouth, from tlie eaſt to the weſt; whatever eom io 
dities the art am induſtry of all nations manufactured; have they 
not been imported in barter for our productions ? and has not a 
vaſt balance of trade been ſtill in our favour ? Surely, then, our 
proſperity, in a792, was full as remarkable as in 1697. 

But let us attend to the ſhades of the two pictures, and conſider 
the obſcure as well as the clear. What does Mr. Locke complain of 
in 1697? The numben of the poor, and the increaſe of the rate for 
their. maintenance. dn 169, the Board of Trade repreſented to 
the king, that the number of inſolvent inhabitant houſes was ſeven 
hundred and fifty thouſand ; which, at five inhabitants to a houſe, 
a calculation ſuperior to what the political arithmetieians of 1690 
allow, make a totabiof three millions ſeven hundred and fifty 
thouſand poor ; and. that the ſupport of all- the Wy muſt be: e 
hundred thouſand pounds yrarly. ?- 

In 1787, Mr. Howlett. calculates the poor at fix mills * the 
return of the poor's rates-amounted, on the average of three years, 
ending in 1785, to above two millions, and there is reaſon to be- 
lieve that theſe rates are ſtill increaſing. If the management of the 
poor in 1697 wanted regulation, does it not in 1793? A 

In 1697; Mr. Locke ſuggeſted that ſchools of: induſtry were the 
means to increaſe the quantity of labour throughout the kingdom, 
and to decreaſe the expenſe in maintaining the poor. Sir Richard 
Lloyd, between fifty and ſixty years afterwards,. ſtarted the. ſame 
idea; but it remained for a part of the county of Lincoln to reduce 
theory to practice, in the year 1783, and to prove that thoſe advan- 
tages, of which others had only conceived the probability, were ca- 
pable, by experiment, of being proved certain, It appears that thoſe 
—— who formed the plan of inſtituting ſchools * induſtry, 


Collection of pamphlets, concerning the poor, London and 8 1787, 
p. 104. Chalmers's Eſtimate, p. 47 | | 


within 
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within the diſtri of Lindſey, in the county of Lincoln, had. nite, at 
that time, nor indeed until very lately, ſeen the heads of Mr. 
Locke's plan: other counties in the kingdom may therefore now 
| profit by uniting Mr. Locke's theoretic regulations with the prac- 
tical experience of the inſtitution in Lincolnſhire. 

Nor can that experience be ſlightly eſtimated, or its good effects 
lightly valued, which, upon a general average of the earnings of 
the children, in thoſe ſchools, prove clearly, that one hundred and 
thirty-five, between the age of eleven and twelve years, have, in ten 
months, taking in the depth of the five winters, ending in 178g, 
earned the ſum of 680/. 3s. 3d. or half-a-crown a week each, ex- 
cluſive of all their work, during the other ten months of each of 

thoſe years; excluſive of the work of ſuch ſpinners as do not feel 
themſelves, or are not thought by their friends, forward enough to 
become candidates; and excluſive of thoſe who, having their ſettle- 
ment in non-ſubſcribing pariſhes, and being thereby deprived of 
any chance for theſe encouragements, have yet availed themſelves ſo 
far of the introduction of the Jerſey ſpinning, as to earn ſome part 
of their ſubſiſtence by their on unaſſiſted efforts, in ſpight of the 
difficulties ariſing from the ſmallneſs of their cottages, &c. | 

Of the two laſt deſcriptions, the number is very great, but 
far greater ſtill is the multitude of thoſe, who, by the obſtinacy of 
parents, the neglect of overſeers, or the general prejudices ariſing 
from old habits, are ſtill trained up in ſloth, vice, and miſery.” 

The worthy and able patron of theſe ſchools, and editor of this 
publication, continues his exhortations to the public, in the fol- 
lowing words : 

Would to God that the eyes of the nation could be opened 
upon this greateſt of all evils; this fatal ſource of national profligacy 
and misfortune! — If the reader joins in this ſincere and anxious 
wiſh, let him, after he has peruſed the following work of the great 
Mr. Locke, compare it with the many crude attempts. that have 


been made, ſince the date of that report, to patch, to alter, or to 
a  abrogate, 
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2 wiſe and beneficial ſtatute bf Queen Elizübeth; and, 

E ſhall then be of opinion, that ariſh-working-ſchools deſerve 
a fair and full trial, let him exert is abilities and his intereſt, | 
whatever they are, in procuring that cid to be "ſuſtained, by thi 6 


only authority that can prevail over fuch- obſtacles, as will ever re- 
ſiſt all 55 endeavours. 
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ver . 2 R *. 

1 the | ance: MW with this a” wages i is the writer 
of theſe ſtrictures; an opinion formed from an attention to 
the habits of the riſing generation; from a knowledge of the real 
good theſe ſchools of induſtry have effected, where they have been 
inſtituted; and, from an impreſſion, indelibly received by precept 
and education in early life, that idleneſs is the root of all evi, and: 
now confirmed by obſervation' and experience: and 'moſt earneſtly 
does he join in this exhortation to thoſe who have the power, that 
they may alſo have the wil, to procure trial of ſchools of in- 
duſtry, by the authority of the ſtatute of by afifted by the 

contributions of individuals, © © 
It is in this report of Mr. Locke's, here alluded to, that he ſug- 
geſts the idea of theſe ſchools of induſtry, 'and produces the fol- 
lowing heads of regulations reſpecting them. | 
<« The children of labouring-people are an ordinary burthet to 
the pariſh, and are uſually maintained in wleneſs ; fo that their 
labour alſo is generally loſt to the FR till n weve or 
fourteen years old, * 7 
The moſt effectual remedy for this, that we are able to con- 
ceive, and which we therefore humbly propoſe, is, that working-' 
ſchools be fet up in each pariſh, to which the children of all ſuch 
. as 
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as demand relief of the pariſh, above three and under fourteen years 
of. age, whilſt they live at home with their parents, and are not 
otherwiſe employed for their livelihood; by the allowance of the 
overſeers of the poor, ſhall be obliged to come. 

« By this means the mother will be caſed of a great part of her 
trouble in looking after and providing for them at home, and fo 
be at more liberty to work; the children will be kept in much bet- 
ter order ; be better provided for; and, from their infancy, be 
inured to work, which is of no ſmall conſequence to the making 
of them ſober and induſtrious all their lives after; and the pariſh 
will be either eaſed of this burthen, or at leaſt of the miſuſe in the 
- preſent management of it : for a great number of children giving a 
poor man a title to an allowance from the pariſh, this allowance is 
given once a week, or once a month, to the father, in money, 
which he, not ſeldom, ſpends on himſelf at the ale-houſe, whilſt 
his children (for whoſe ſake he had it) are left to ſuffer, or periſh 

under the want of nee unlels the charity of n re- 

lieve them. | 

We humbly conceive, that a man and his wide in health, may 
be able, by their ordinary labour, to maintain themſelves and two 
children: more than two children at one time, under the age of 
three years, will ſeldom happen in one family; if, therefore, all the 
children, above three years old, be taken off their hands, thoſe who 
have never ſo many, whilſt they remain themſelves in health, will 
not need any allowance for them. \ 

« We do not ſuppoſe that children at three years old will be able, 
at that age, to get their livelihoods at the working-ſchool ; but we 
are ſure, that what is neceſſary for their relief will more effectually 
have that uſe, 1f it be diſtributed to them in bread at that ſchool, 
than if it be given to their fathers in money. What they have at 
home from their parents 1s ſeldom more than bread and water, and 
that, many of them, very ſcantily too; if, therefore, care be taken 
that they have each of them their * of bread daily at ſchool, 


they 
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they will be in no danger of famiſhing; but, on the contrary, they 
will be healthier and ſtronger than thoſe who are bred otherwiſe. 
Nor will this practice coſt the overſeer any trouble; for a baker 
may be agreed with to furniſh and bring into the ſchool-houſe, every 
day, the allowance of bread neceſſary for all the ſcholars that are 
there. And to this may be added alſo, without any trouble, in cold 
weather, if it be thought needful, a little warm water-gruel ; for 
the ſame fire that warms the room may be made uſe of to boil a 
pot of it. 

« From this method the children will not only reap the fore- men- 
tioned advantages, with far leſs charge to the pariſh than what is 
now done for them, but they will be alſo thereby the more obliged 
to come to ſchool and apply themſelves to work, becauſe otherwiſe 
they will have no victuals: and alſo the benefit thereby, both to 
themſelves and the pariſh, will daily increaſe; for the earnings of 
their labour at ſchool every day increafing, it may reaſonably be 
concluded that, computing all the earnings of a child, from three 
to fourteen years of age, the nouriſhment and teaching of ſuch a 
child, during that whole time, will coſt the parifh nothing: where- 
as there is no child now, which, from its birth, is maintained by 
the pariſh, but, before the age of n coſts the pariſh fifty or 
ſixty pounds. | 

Another advantage alſo of bringing poor children thus to a work- 
ing-ſchool is, that by this means they may be obliged to come con- 
ſtantly to church every Sunday along with their ſchool-maſters or 
dames, whereby they may be brought into ſome ſenſe of religion ; 
whereas ordinarily now, in their looſe and idle way of breeding up, 
they are as utter ſtrangers both to religion and morality, as they 
are to induſtry, 

* In order, therefore, to the more effectually carrying on of this 
work to the advantage of this kingdom, we further humbly pro- 
poſe, that theſe ſchools be generally for ſpinning or Knitting, or 
ſome other part of the woollen- manufacture, unleſs in countries 
Ii 2 where 
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where the place ſhall furniſh ſome other materials fitter for the em- 
ployment of ſach poor children ; in which places the choice of thoſe 
materials, for their employment, may be left to the prudence and 
direction of the guardians of the poor of that hundred; and that 
the teachers, in theſe ſchools, be paid out of the poor-rates, as can 
be agreed. 

#* This, though at firſt ſetting up it may coſt the pariſh a little, | 
yet we humbly conceive, that (the earnings of the children abating 
the charge of their maintenance, and as much work being required 
of each of them as they are reaſonably to perform) it will quickly 
pay its own charges with an overplus, | 
That, where the number of the poor children of any pariſh 

is greater than for them all to be employed in one ſchool, they be 
there divided into two; and the boys and girls, if 1 conve- 
nient, taught and kept to work ſeparately. 

e That the handicraftſmen, in each hundred, wade to take 
every other of their reſpective apprentices from amongſt the boys in 
ſome one of the ſchools in the ſaid hundred, without any money ; 
which boys they may ſo take, at what age they pleaſe, to be bound 
to them till the age of twenty-three .years, that ſo the length of 
time may more than make amends for the uſual ſums that are given 
to handicraftſmen with ſuch apprentices, 

That thoſe alſo in the hundred who keep in their hands land 

of their own to the value of 25/. per annum, or upwards, or who 
rent 50/, per annum, or upwards, may chooſe, out of the ſchools 
of the ſaid hundred, what boy each of them pleaſes, to be his ap- 
prentice in huſbandry, upon the fame condition. - 

* That whatever boys are not, by this means, bound out ap- 
prentices before they are full fourteen, ſhall, at the Eaſter-meeting 
of the guardians of each bundred every year, be bound to ſuch gen- 
tlemen, yeomen, or farmers, within the ſaid hundred, as have the 
greateſt number of acres of land in their hands, who ſhall be 


obliged to take them for their apprentices till the age of twenty- 
| 1 
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three, or bind them out, at their own coſt, to ſome handicraftſ- 
men; provided always, that no ſuch gentleman, yeoman, or far- 
mer, ſhall be bound to have two ſuch apprentices at a time. 

0 That grown people, alſo, (to take away their pretence of want 
of work,) may come to the ſaid working+ſchovls to learn, where 
work ſhall accordingly be provided for them. 

* That the materials to be employed in theſe ſchools, and among 
other the poor . people of the pariſh, be provided by a common 
ſtock in each hundred, to be raiſed out of a certain portion of 
the poor's rate of each pariſh as requiſite ; which ſtock, we humbly 
concet-e, need be raiſed but once: for, if rightly managed, it will 
increaſe,” 

The expreſlion, guardians of the hundred, refers to a part of Mr, 
Locke's general plan, which is not neceſſarily connected with ſchools 
of induſtry : but it would not be difficult to put in practice this re- 
gulation, with reſpect to binding the children apprentice at a proper 
age, without an appointment of guardians of hundreds, The laſt 
clauſe proceeds on the idea, that the application of the poor's rate 
to this purpoſe, or as much of it as is neceſſary, is a legal applica- 
tion of the pariſh-money ; and that it is fo is certain, as appears 
by the following extract from the 43d of Elizabeth: 

« The overſeers, or the greateſt part of them, ſhall take coker, 
from time to time, by and with the conſent of two or more ſuch 
Juſtices of the peace, as is aforeſaid, for ſetting to work the children 
of ſuch whoſe parents ſhall not, by the ſaid church-wardens and 
overſeers, or the greater part of them, be thought able to keep and 
maintain their children.“ Sect. 1. 

« And alſo to raiſe weekly, or otherwiſe, &c. a convenient ſtock 
of flax, hemp, wool, thread, iron, and other neceſſary ſtuff, to ſet 
the poor at work,” Sed. 1. 

The firſt ſtep towards the eſtabliſhment of ſchools of induſtry 


ſhould therefore originate from the authority of the magiſtrates ; 
and 
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and the quarter- ſeſſions might, with great propriety, promote the 
undertaking, by orders to the following purport: . 

1. The overſeers of every pariſh are, by order of ſeſſions, re- 
quired, by virtue of the act of parliament paſſed in the 43d year of 
Queen Elizabeth, chapter the ſecond, and in obedience thereto, to 
purchaſe ſtock and materials, and to provide proper places and pro- 
per inſtructions to teach the children to knit and ſpin of all fuch 
whoſe parents ſhall not be thought able to r and maintain their 
children. 

2. They are alſo required not to grant * relief in money to ſuch 
parents who ſhall refuſe to ſend their children, between the age of 
three years and nine, to the places appointed them for their inſtruc- 
tion, and ſuffer them to continue there as many hours each day, as, 
by the ſaid overſeers, ſhall be thought fit and proper, and not to 
ceaſe their attendance until diſcharged from the ſaid ſchools with 
conſent of the overſeers. 

3. That theſe orders be printed, and copies of them diſperſed in 
all pariſhes throughout the diſtrict. 

Orders of ſeſſions ſimilar to theſe were iſſued by the quarter-ſeſ- 
ſions at Louth, in Lincolnſhire, in 1783, which were followed by 
propoſals fos the encouragement of the working-poor within thoſe 
diſtricts, throughout which ſchools of induſtry have been inſti- 
tuted. 

The following are the propoſals for an annual ſubſcription for 
the working- poor, within certain diſtrifts in the county of Lin- 
coln, which laid the foundations of the ſchools of induſtry in that 
county: 

1. That every pariſn, within the diſtri above-mentioned, be 
requeſted to ſubſcribe a ſum amounting to the proportion of 1 per 
cent. upon the poor's rates of the laſt year. 

2. That individuals, within the ſaid diſtrict, be ſolicited to 
ſubſcribe the ſum of five ſhillings each annually. 

NE 3. That 
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3. That a meeting of the ſubſcribers be called as ſoon as conve- 
niently may be, to chooſe a committee for the management of the 
buſineſs of the ſubſcription. 

4. That premiums be given from the ſaid ſubſcription to ſuch 
children, of certain ages and deſcriptions, within the ſaid diſtri, as 
in a given time ſhall have produced the greateſt quantity of work, 
of different kinds, and of the beſt quality. 

5. That theſe premiums ſhall conſiſt in different articles of 
clothing, and the higheſt premium in complete clothing. The ſaid 
clothing to be made handſome and uniform. 

6, That, whenever any young perſon ſhall go out to apprentice- 
ſhip or ſervice, or be married, with the approbation of the com- 
mittee, ſuch young perſon ſhall receive from the committee a re- 
ward not leſs than five pounds, nor exceeding ten pounds, if he or 
ſhe ſhall, in the courſe of his or her education, have received three 
or more of the annual premiums given by the commitee. A re- 
ward not leſs than two pounds, and not exceeding three pounds, if 
he or ſhe ſhall have received two of the ſaid premiums, And a re- 
ward not leſs than one pound ten ſhillings, nor exceeding two 
pounds, if he or ſhe ſhall have received one of the ſaid annual pre- 
miums. If the ſubſcriptions ſhall not be found ſufficient for the 
above rewards, then the value of each to be leſſened in proportion 
to the ſtate of the ſubſcription, | 

7. That premiums be alſo given, at the diſcretion of the com- 
mittee, to ſuch overſeers of the poor as ſhall diſtinguiſh themſelves 
in the due execution of the orders of laſt quarter- ſeſſions, relative 
to the employment of the poor. 

8. That the fixing the number of annual premiums, and the 
value of each, ſhall be left to the diſcretion of the committee. 

It ſhould be obſerved, that, in thoſe parts of Lincolnſhire where 
theſe ſchools have been eſtabliſhed, the working-poor had not been 
accuſtomed to any manufactory; and, except the labour that agri- 


culture demanded, which (in a country where the tract of land, 
cultivated 
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cultivated by the plough, being ſmall in proportion to that uſed for 
| grazing) could not be ſufficient, at all times of the year, to find 
employment for their huſbandmen ; the poor, conſequently, were not 
trained to regular habits of induſtry; the women and children 
eſpecially had no means of increafing the income of their family, 
had they, in fact, been poſſeſſed of the will, which, unfortunately,” 
they were not ; but, -on the contrary, the parents of children who 
were at theſe ſchools made uſe of every means in their power to 
ſtifle, in the cradle, an inſtitution which had youthful induſtry for 
its object; although the fruits of that induſtry were an increaſe of 
income to themſelves, clothing to their children, regular manners, 
moral habits, honorary rewards, good characters, and a proſpe& of 
more material advantages in future, To ſuch a degree of invete- 
racy was the oppoſition of the poor to this excellent inſtitution ar- 
rived, that many parents have been known to' beat and otherwiſe 
ill-treat their children, for having deſerved and received ny 
from thoſe appointed to diſtribute the prizes. 

The habits of the working-poor, in Suffolk and Eſſex, are ma- 
terially different, as it is to be hoped they alſo are in moſt counties 
in England; the manufactures which have been eſtabliſhed among 
us, in this part of the kingdom, for ſeveral centuries, have been 
carried on with ſuch reputation and ſucceſs, as to give names, from 
the towns in which they are made, to ſeveral kinds of highly valua- 
ble cloths, by which names they are known in the moſt diſtant 
countries on the globe: at the ſame time they have raiſed many 
worthy families to opulence and reſpect ; and, although it muſt be 
allowed, that the poor's rates have not always diminiſhed in pro- 
portion as the manufactures have been ſucceſsful, and have gene- 
rally increaſed as the demand for goods decreaſed ; yet, as the poor 
have been exerciſed in habits of induſtry, there is no fear that preju- 
dices, ſimilar to thoſe in Lincolnſhire, ſhould prevail here: the 
temptation held forth to the children to be induſtrious, by re- 


wards, 7 * and ä proceſſions, which ſo con- 
ſiderably 
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cderably lncreatad the expenſes; of the inftiteticns in Lincaladbir, 
will not be ſo neceſſary with us, nor in general throughout the 
kingdom conſequently a ſmaller ſubſcription, and leſs encourage- 
ment from the pockets of individuals, will inſure ſucceſs in other 
counties, than was found neceſſary in Lincolnſhire; and probably 
an application of a proportion of the poor's rate may no longer be 
neceſſary, than what is warranted by the letter and ſpirit of the 
clauſe in the forty-third of Elizabeth, authorizing the overſeers to 
take order for ſetting the children of the poor to work, and to raiſe 
weekly, or otherwiſe by taxation, &c. a convenient ſtock of hemp, 
wool, flax, &c. for that purpoſe. 

But ſome ſubſcription, ſimilar to that propoſed and carried into 
execution in Lincolnſhire, is certainly neceſſary, to provide a ſalary 
for inſtructors, and alſo prizes for the moſt deſerving. The working- 
rooms, the materials to manufacture, and the utenſils for the pur- 
poſe, may undoubtedly be purchaſed by the poor's rate; but no act 
of parlament authorizes the overſeers to raiſe a ſum to reward and 
encourage the poor, to incite them to induſtry, and to ſtir up a 
ſpirit of emulation among that moſt numerous claſs of our fellow- 
fubjetts, in the moſt laudable cxertions which can occupy the hours 
of human life. 

There is no doubt but that the inhabitants in every county in 
the kingdom, by a laudable patriotic ſpirit, which is conſtantly ma- 
nifeſting itſelf in ſo many ſplendid inſtances, to the honour of the 
country and of the age, would be induced to ſtand forward with a 
fubfcription to this purpoſe, were they impreſſed with a conviction 
of the expediency, the. utility, and practicability, of the meaſure: to 
7 


this ſubject. 
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O reliance mall be placed on a train of inferences, which 

might, in this caſe, follow each other with all the authority 
of ſelf-evident propoſitions ; we will not at preſent rely on thoſe de- 
ductions, which plain reaſon and common ſenſe muſt make from ſo 
univerſally acknowledged a principle, as that the riches of a nation 
are in proportion to its induſtry, and its induſtry depends on the 
habits imbibed by its young people; but we will, for a time, ſup- 
poſe, that it is become the buſineſs of the writer to weaken and di- 


miniſh, in the mind of his readers, their reſpect for and reliance on 


thoſe arguments in fayour of ſchools of induſtry, which, he 15. not 
able to confute. 

The propriety of the plan ſhall firſt be n to be attacked o on 
this ground; that, allowing it to be no illegal appropriation. of part 
of the poor's rates, to apply a ſmall ſum towards raiſing a ſtock 0 
poor children to work out, and to teach them to earn a livelihood 
yet it would be improper, becauſe common experience, as 1 
by the returns of the overſeers in the three years ending in 1781 5. 
has proved, that it has been their general practice to apply a very 


ſmall portion of the poor's rate in the purchaſe of ſtock for the 


poor to work up; not above a hundred and thirty-third part of 
the total raiſed, or about fifteen thouſand pounds of the whole ſum; 
and that this has been principally for the uſe of grown people, who 
are leſs likely to waſte and ſpoil the ſtock than children. 

That, where the wants of the poor are ſo preſſing, as to occa- 
ſion the ſum raiſed for their relief to be inadequate to the purpoſe, 
the appropriating a larger portion to a precarious advantage would 


be improper. 


That the attempt, to raiſe a ſum by a general voluntary ſubſcrip- 
if 
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if it did not fucceed, the money applied from the poor's rate would 
be thrown away by the failure of the plan; therefore, in both 
caſes, the attempt is improper.. 

That the ſame objections, which apply to the propriety of the 
plan, would equally apply to its expediency ; and there are ſeveral 
other 6bſervations which may be brought to prove it not expedient. 

The only means of employing the children, and the only kind of 
handicraft they are intended to learn, is knitting and ſpinning ; 
theſe'employments, however proper for girls, cannot be thought ſo 
for boys ; a more active habit being neceſſary to bring up men to 
a life of agricultural labour, than the almoſt ſedentary employment 
of the wheel; and it has been experienced, that habits of life, ob- 
tained by confinerhent; unnerve the man, and render him leſs fit 
for thoſe occupations for which the poor ſhould be educated : for 
inſtance, a tailor or ſhoemaker ſeldom becomes active and labo- 
rious, even though he may be induſtrious; the ſoldiers and ſailors, 
that come from the ſpinning-wheel or the loom, are not ſo likely 
to be equal to a diſcharge of their military duties, and to the hard- 
ſhips of their profeſſion, as thoſe from the plough or the ſaw; 
nor is a ſpinning-ſchool ſo likely to teach. boys to go aloft as the 
maſon's ſcaffold. 

Beſides, what will be done with the produce of the ſchools of 
induſtry ? where will you find a fale for the yarn and the ſtockings? 
and, unleſs a market can be found, we ſhall loſe both ſtock and 
block; and ſhall conſequently expend no inconſiderable portion of 
the poor's rate, in teaching our poor children an art, which neither 
ourſelves can, at preſent, or they, in future, turn to a profitable 
account, 

The ſchools which are alluded to, as hfving been eſtabliſhed in 
Lincolnſhire, have an advantage over ſimilar ſchools of ſpinning 
and knitting, in moſt other counties: they were eſtabliſhed for the 
expreſs purpoſe of encouraging a manufacture, for which the Jong 
wool of Lincolnſhire is particularly proper; the ſale of the ſtaple- 
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commodity of their county was the principal object chat the pro- 
moters of theſe ſchools had in view : in other counties, if Jerſey 
or worſted ſpinning is to be the employment, the manufacture of 
the ſtaple- commodity of two or three counties alone will be the 
object; and, in proportion as the diſtance increaſes, here theſe 
ſchools are encouraged, from the counties where the long wool is 
produced, in the fame proportion will the expenſe of the carriage 
of the raw commodity be increaſed ; and, as 'the diſtance increaſes 
from the northern counties, ſo will the price upon the {pot, of the 
yarn manufactured, decreaſe. 

How, and where, can teachers be procured in every village ? The 

expenſe will be too great, where the number of the ſcholars is 
ſmall; and, where large, not only teachers will be wanting, but 
ſchool-rooms, which will add very conſiderably to the expenſe. 

Theſe, very probably, are the principal reaſons that may be 
alleged againſt this inſtitution z as theſe appear at firſt ſight ſuffi- 
cient to raiſe a doubt in the minds of thoſe, whoſe encourageinent 
would be neceſſary, not only in word but deed; whoſe good report 
of the meaſure is not the only act required in its favour, but whoſe 
activity and ſuperviſion are wanted, after their liberality has been 
experienced by a public ſubſcription : it is therefore proper not to 
rely on the effect of panegyric only; but to obviate theſe objections, 
which may appear to ſome of conſiderable importance. 

With reſpect to the firſt objection, it ſhall be anſwered ; that a 
vicious or bad practice ſhould be aboliſhed, and that the univerſality 
of it ought by no means to be produced as an argument in its 
favour, but as a proof to the contrary ; if an individual pariſh loſes 
ten pounds a year, becauſe the overſeers do not provide a ſtock for 
the poor to work up, as, by the ſtatute of Elizabeth, it is their 
duty todo, ſuch conduct of the officers is blameable and detrimental 
to that pariſh ; and it will not become leſs ſo if a ſimilar conduct 
prevails in ten thouſand pariſhes; but, on the contrary, the loſs 


will be co-extenſive with the univerſality of the neglect, and the 
bad 
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bad effect of ſuch conduct will prove itſelf by the fum- total of 
the loſs. 

Now, let us reverſe the object, and ſuppoſe an oppoſite cauſe 
producing an effect diametrically oppoſite: if ten pounds per an- 
num would be the gains of a ſingle pariſh, from the employment 
of children, two hundred thouſand * would be the profit, if 
the practice were univerſal. 

But let us ſee the good conſequence in the light of habit only ; 
and let us conſider youthful induſtry as being calculated, by raiſing 
an induſtrious generation, to increaſe the wealth of the kingdom, 
which muſt bear a proportion with the work done within it. We 
will take it for granted that this fifteen thouſand pounds, which 
has been returned to the committee of the Houſe of Commons as 
the ſum expended in providing materials and utenſils for ſetting the 
poor to work throughout England and Wales, could have been 
only ſufficient to provide. work for the impotent and aged poor, 
and a few children in the work-houſes, what would; by this time, 
have been the happy effect throughout the kingdom, if twenty 
times that ſum had been employed in teaching, and ſetting to 
work, all the children of the poor through the three years when 
this average was taken, even if no profit had ariſen from the work 
itſelf ? 

Thoſe happy effects are beyond our calculation: we can only have 
a faint notion of them, by forming an idea of the reverſe of their 
preſent miſerable ſituation ; by placing before our eyes the happy 
proſpect an induſtrious generation forms, when placed in contraſt 
with an idle race of people: we ſhould ſee cleanlineſs inſtead of filth, 
clothing inſtead of nakedneſs, comfort and content inſtead of miſery 
and diſſatisfaction, 

This advantage is not precarious, but certain, independent of 
immediate profit from the materials worked up. Suppoſing no 
market for their yarn, no ſale for their ſtockings ; even ſuppo- 
ſing the loſs of materials and of time certain; the habits of induſ- 


try 
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try obtained, alone, would be worth ten times the amount of the 
whole expenſe. 
But there is no reaſon to ſuppoſe the produce of youthful inge- 
nk unſaleable or unprofitable : has it been ſo in Lincolnſhire? If 
not, why muſt it be ſo in Suffolk, in Eſſex, or in any other coun- 
ty? That yarn which is fit for market may have a longer: carriage 
upon it, if no ſale can be found at home, it is true: it certainly 
is farther from Suffolk and Eſſex to Yorkſhire, than from Lincoln- 
ſnire: but why muſt the ſchools of induſtry in theſe counties be 
employed only in ſpinning of - Jerſey? Why could not they be 
employed about ſuch yarn as would find a market with the neigh- 
bouring manufacturers ? If it be anſwered, that the neighbouring 
manufacturers do not keep. the parents in conſtant work, and con- 
ſequently the children's yarn would not find a ſale, the difficulty is 
eaſily removed: let it be propoſed to increaſe the conſumption of 
coarſe woollen cloths, by clothing our numerous poor in warm and 
comfortable apparel, manufactured by their own children. We are 
conſtrained, by act of parliament, for the encouragement of the 
woollen- manufacture, to bury people of all ranks and conditions in 
a ſhroud made of ſheep's wool only. Why ſhould not our poor 
(all thoſe who are in ſuch a ſituation of life as to be relieved by the 
poor's rate) be clotlied | by the manufactory ariſing from the ingenu- 
ity and induſtry of their children? This would be a real encou- 
ragement of youthful induſtry. The obligation, when once be- 
come the law of the land, would, it is believed, by general conſent, 
become the practice: and this, at leaſt, is certain, that the poor 
would experience the comforts of ſuch clothing; they would expe- 
rience, alſo, other great benefits, ariſing from the habit of induſtry, 
imbibed by their young family. 
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Wir Pn to the impropriety of een any part of 
the poor's rates, in a plan, the ſucceſs of which may be 
doubtful, and of collecting, from the pockets of the benevolent 
and charitable, a kind of additional poor's rate, the anſwer is ob- 
vious : — the benevolent and charitable may be diſappointed, if the 
plan ſhould not be ſucceſsful, but will receive an equivalent for their 
money ſubſcribed in their intention to do good: and, if the plan 
ſucceeds, the good effect itſelf will inſure a chearful continuance of 
their ſubſcription : in the mean time, a portion of the poor's rate 
will be applied according to the'ſpirit, as well as the letter, of the 
law: and, ſhould it fail of the ſucceſs expected, one truth will be 
eſtabliſhed; a melancholy one indeed, but ſuch as we ought not to 
be ignorant of, if it be a truth: — that youthful induſtry cannot be 
made productive of advantage to ſociety, except in the habit itſelf, 
which will not leave'them in maturer life, when it will be of ſervice; 
and; in that caſe, we have {gry the habit of _— in return for 
the expenſe, 

But the employment, being confined to ſpinning and knitting, 
has been ſtated as an ohjection. Let us ſuppoſe theſe to be the ſole 
employments although, if the plan ſucceeds, and their work is 
profitable, other handicrafts might ' be introduced: the objeftion 
may be anſwered in the words of | that - gentleman » to whom 
the county of Lincoln 1 * ſo much obliged for theſe inſti- 


tutions. 9 
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„ Now 1 would ald, hid purichts will hereafter Rüth he = 
country with the moſt laboridus ſihoneſt, and intelligent, ſct eam 
or labourers? Will they be thoſe where children, until te ber 
come thirteen or fourteen years. old, ar Teaf;'copptinue to be nür- 
tured in idleneſs (whether at the public eupenſe of that a 
rents); where they ſee nothing but patterns of diſſaluteneſt aud 
immorality ; hear nothing but oaths, blaſphemics, and ſlander 
learn nothing but to plunder hen- pe, orchards, and hedges; 
and, for theſe and ſimilar purpaſes, keep the moſt irregular hours, 
and are accuſtomed to prowl about at night like ſo' many beaſts of 
prey? It is ſaid, the children, wider tho caro recommended d will, 
at thirteen or fanrteen years of age, know nothing but ſpinning.-"'V as, 
they will know much more; unleſs regularity of hours, decency of 
behaviour, a habit of perſevering induſtry, and a ſenſe of duty to 
God and man, with the means of perpetuating it, arè nothing. 
But will ſuch objectors lay their hands on their hearts, and ſay, 
that ove in twenty of the pauper's children, at preſent, when thi 
teen ar fourteen years old, knows. amy thing ar all, unleſs it be fore 
of the wicked accompliſhments. above alluded to? If they ue ur, 
it ĩs mere cavilling, and not worth a ſerious anſwer, to ſay that 
we muſt not teach them what we propoſe, only becauſe it is not, 
perhaps, in our power: ta teach them mort; at leaſt; not without 
ſuch funds as we can haue no reaſon tp opect. Would not, then, 
any conſiderate. man about to hire a lad or a girl of the age 
above-mentioned, . give a decided preference to thoſe who ſhall 
ham been educated in a pariſh, where, in conformity to the plans 
of our ſociety, children from five or fix years of age are aſſembled, 
under the ſame roof, at an early and regular hour of the morning; 
kept ſteadily to the purſuit of buſineſs; taught that, even ſo early 
in life, they are alle to maintain themſelues; made to take a pride in 
nothing but what they obtain by merit; and. to diſpute about no 
other object, than who, by being * e 
duty, 
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duty, ſhall be entitled .to the higheſt of thoſe rewards which the 
liberality of the ſociety of induſtry ſhall, from time to time, hold 
up to their view ? 

* Can it be ſuppoſed that ſuch an education will make no diffe- 
rence either in the morality of the country or the incumbrance of 
pariſhes? Wil all this care and trouble be thrown away upon 
them? Will they remember none of the good leſſons they have 
heard and will hear? Will they at once caſt off all the regularity 
they ſhall have been inured to, during thoſe fix or ſeven years of 
human life, wherein habits, either good or bad, are eaſieſt planted, 
and take the deepeſt root? Will they be as much inclined to pick- 
ing and ſtealing as if they had never taſted the ſweet produce of ho- 
neſt labour? Will they, excluſive of principle, be as dexterous in 
the trade of iniquity as if they had never been exerciſed at any 
other? Will they, when decorated with the honourable marks of 
our ſociety's approbation, care as little about their character, thus 
eftabliſhed, as thoſe who never knew how great a treaſure a good 
name is? Laſtly, will they eaſily be induced to raiſe a clamo- 
rous tongue, or extend an idle hand, for pariſh-relief, at thirty 
or forty years of age, when _ were taught to ſcorn it at nine 

ar ten? 

As to the want. of aQivity in the employment, if the knitting- 
pin is to be handled, or the ſpinning- wheel is to be turned, the ob- 
ſervation is futile. The chief time of girls and boys, in all ſchools, 
is paſſed in a ſedentary poſture; but they have their hours of relaxa- 
tion, during which they unbend their minds, and train, by youth- 
ful ſports, the body to exerciſe and health. Have not all our large 
ſchools produced excellent ſoldiers and failors? Where can we, 
with reaſon, expect our commanders by ſea and land to be edu- 
cated, if not in thoſe ſeminaries, where the improvement of the 
mind confines them many hours in the day to a ſedentary poſture, 
pleaſureably exchanged, in the hours of relaxation, for the native 
vigorous ſports of youth? 
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hut, allowing i it, to be expedient that the-riling generation of 
the poor ought to be brought up in more ative employments: than 
the knitting-needle or the heel. only, might they aot- intermir 

the labour of the field with the employments at manuſactune N 

ſtones fre to be picked for the ſuryeyary, wheat ge be drilled; pull 

to ip hoed, corn to he, weeded,” graſs to be made into hay, whegt 10 

Pe reaped, and all other; various ;employments. af huſbandry to. be 
learned, could not the ſuperintendant of the ſchools go with his 

pupils into the fields, and ſee. that they do their work properly ? 

Very little inſtruction would be meceſſary z tha only object would be 
to keep up the habit of induſtry,  which-might be efleQed with as 

much, caſe in a field, as in a om. ml noftdnifini Sent 16 

With reſpect to the difficulty af finding teachers forte very village, 
and a ſalary to, pay them, it is apprebended that any viliage;|pro- 
ducing twenty, Male and female ſcholars,; will gad-it- the beſt neu- 

nomy,to pay d perſqn luch;afakry as will be worth the aceeptance 

d Keep. Sr vg pee in habit of / inguſtry;- and tor inſtru 

pn the uſe of thaſe.yery,camtmon. inſtruments, the knitting · pin 
and. the wheel ; the farmer mho employs them will find it worth his 
while that they, dend not remain ignorant of the mode of per- 

forming eee ageultuee when e be of e 
that ligne. „ i ee bote 94 dot. 

Where the nember of ſcholars i is ſmall, one Glhoolicommn would 
be ſufficient, which might be eaſily found in any village ; and, where 
the number is large, it is better to have different rooms than to 
croud many in one, both in regard to health and to convenience: 


the ſame teacher could ſuperintend two rooms, half- a-mile from 
| | each 
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each other, with equal, if not greater, convenience, than if the 
whole number of ſcholars were 1 Obe. ——_—_— 

It would be premature. to offer, at this time, any ſpecific plan 
for the eſtabliſhment of theſe ſcheols}- either throughout the king- 
dom at large, or in that ſmall proportion of it to which theſe let- 
ters are more particularly addrefſedz\ it may, nevertheleſs, be pro- 
per to obſerve, that Mr. Loeke's theory, united with the expe. 


a5 


riments already made in the county of Lincoln, would together 


form a good outline, which might be filled up according to the 
diſpoſition and ſituatioi of the inhabitants in any village, ” of town, 
which might chovſe t make the experiment, and in which" th 
local convenience” of the particular places might be confiieab 
attended to. % od to sbs HH qu 912 1077 hbyon DaIB9 

In an exciirfiof Which F made into Lincolifhire, it the ſutntite 
of 1787, to view the ſtate of 'agticulture' in that county, and allo to 
inſpect the regulation, and to be able to form ſome idea of the ule, 
of theſe inſtitutions, ſome notes of which journey are in the eighth 
volume of the Annals of Agriculture, I became acquaifrted with a 
gentleman who took an abtive part, as a truſtee, in the directiom of 
them ; and, wiſhing to intredues d Htüllat itiſtituribn itt Saßtolk. 1 
wrote to him requeſting ſome \iiiforchation! ds to ſomé particuitar 
points which were ſtated to him. Ivan dH this Faid 
will be offended with me for making public's much of his anfwer 
as reſpected this ſubject of our eortoſpondemioe, it reflecting much 
credit on himſelf for the obliging and inſtructive manner in which 
he gives his information. A copy of that part of his letter ſhall, 
therefore, be Tubjoined, as it will point out the means the gen- 
tlemen in the ſouthern diſtrict of the parts of Lindſay, where 
theſe ſchools -were firſt eſtabliſhed, took oy . cee 1 in their 
attempt. 30194511. 
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e entire crbbgh the reebifliheridion" bf: th 


quarter- ſeſſions, held at Ldutfi, tflat the poor” Were fet 18 Tpitinitigs 
tlirdugh this part of the county of Linton; and by Me Freak a. 
duity, &c. of our worthy tnagiſtrate, Mre Boyer, thie plan Hb betty 
carried fo very far into execution. The materials were at firſt prbuied 
by the overſeers of the poor of each pariſ, and the wheels and rect, 
&c. bought by them, at the pariſtrs expefiſt ad; 4 fon ds the 
children can ſpim'toletably well, the Woötacctber Gelivers bit ehe 


Wöbr to the ſpinners, and pays them fo" Tpinnitig per Pbwid, 


ah GVettianks; and the children! earn let fem "YBa:o 532 "per 
week, from feven years lg. 95319 9? fir 21519479396 .29%t la Herrn 

„The children in chbols were and are taught by 'a womatr 
procured for that purpoſe, at the epenſe of the Pariſh at firſt' bür 
are afterwards paid out of the earnings of the children o taught, irt 
proportion to their eartiitigs ; and deductions are alſo made för fire 
and candle.“ i D iets BOk smn eden or avods 
Before any felibl.Fofts were buift, the children were taught 
in ſome convenient robm Ati each Pariſh; or in ſome old uinhabiteg 
houf®4\ beſt fit. The chool-hours Are generally from ſix in the 
morning, in fütntmer, until fix or fever in tlie evening; and, itt 
winter, from ſeven in tie morning tiff ſeven or eight at night. 
e No ſchool : rooms Have been built fo large às to contain a Huf 
dted children; nor do we think it would be eligible to have them ſo 
large as to contain ſo many; but, on the contrary; we think”the 
beſt fize are thoſe which will properly hold about twenty Wheels, or 


fewer, according to the children in each pariſh; and,” Waere there 


is a great number of children, I thin different ſchools ſhobld be 
erected in ſuch parts of the pariſh as may beſt ſit the convenience 


of the children coming to and going from fchool; which ſchools 


may be built of flight and cheap materials; but at as pariſhes 
a0 chooſe; 
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chooſe; for ſome have been made for the purpoſe 40% of the 
teacher's xeſidifig in. A ſchool for twenty ſhould be 36 feet long by 
15 or 16 feet wide, with windows dn both ſides, as maybe beſt for 


light; and, fan warmth,, we uſe ſtoves generally, ae not ex · 
penſive at the ff, and fave a great deal in coals, ; dc. 21-2181 
**%. The-teapbers are: alhniys fac 29.can teach the children. to. read. 


one hour at the left each day, and take good care of their morals; 
and alſo, inſtruct. them how to F e, to all farts. of 
people, as far as.4n, their power, / > 
Where Sunday-ſchools & eſtabliſhed, the chillin are: | 
abs en e and others appointed. eg a RE 
Such an inſtitution wauld, wherever it is carried into elfecl, tend 
to every deſirable conſequence; as well with reſpect to the pecuniary; 
intereſts of the oecupiers in the place, by diminiſhing the poor's 
rates, as to the comfort of the poor themſelves, hy introduciog 
among their children regular habits. of induſtry and orderly behavi- 
our, and would, conſequently, tend to the happineſs of thoſe alſo, 
who, although elevated above the apprehenſian. of poverty, are not. 
above the feelings of humanity, and therefore muſt lament thoſe 
diſtreſſes of their neighbourg, which, they, cannot; help ſceing, and 
are not able to remove. Next to the. deſire of poſſeſſing a compe- 
tency ourſelves, it is a. natural wiſh, that alf thoſe with whom we 
are connected, by any intercourſe of vicinity, or employment, ſhonld 
alſo betray no ſigns of miſery or diſtreſs, ariſing from poverty. The 
viſions. of the philoſopher or poet, who. fancies. happineſs. lies. in 
rural independence, can never be realized in ſituations where much, 
is ſeen, heard, or felt, of his neighbour's miſery; nor can a .well- 
diſpoſed mind taſte he ſmeet cblivion of ibs cares of Uh while in tho 
midſt of ſcenes of diſtreſs, - . Yong 40 
Some men of taſte have Gat that; in a. landſcape the 
pleakng effect upon the mind, of ſmoke. azifing, from the chimneꝝ 
of a. neat cottage, flows from a ſelfiſh compariſon of one's own 


ftuation with that of the cottager.: — it is. pleaſant procul. alterius 
To ſpectare 


LM 2 
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Heckirr aleremt w but they muſt encuſo ane if Ii diben math thamigg 
e it is a, matter of ching nls the cottagreflitoke! aks 
an 1 dea of, comfort; the imag mation nuſnhes to tha chinmey. dorner 
and. ſees honeſt labour recompentied, by to prapor π]ͥũ ds und /the 
plealyre which. is then taſted: is f a purer naturtyi9 itt pbenfant 
rope alterins Hecrarr folamen; — but if tho bilaous appeatunce of 
miſery and. diſtreſs, ariſing frim challing-poverty, ; mixes with the 
idea, every pleaſing effect is inſtautly changed to ita oppoſites and 
we turn with anguiſh from thoſe objecta which rocal to as tuind 
ſcenes af miſery we are not ahle to rcEuiti uu 
Thoſe, who are advocates: for, on patrons of, D 
-would, be more certain of their good effeſt. and the cauſo of ei- 
gion and morality would receive a greater nd vuntage from their very 
laudable endeavours, were the foundation of thoſe ſchools to be 
laid in ſchools of induſtry: a ſuperſtructure of religious ſentiment 
would be ſubſtantially built on the ſolid foundation of habitual in- 
duſtry. A poor man cannot be religious we it ant indiſtriuut; bes. 
Cauſe, having no property himſelf, he cannot honeſtly command 
the comforts, or even the neceſſaries, of life, but by induſtry: every 
church-going hablt in that claſs. of ſociety, not accompanied by 
hahitual induſtty, is hypocritical; becauſe honeſty cannot be the 
moral ſentiment which influences the habi. 

That the poor ;ſhoukd be; inſtructed: in their duties of abe | 
certainly neceſſary; but we ſhould remember that thoſe are divided 
into two heads, our duty towards God and towards our neighbour; 
the one cannot be diſcharged without the other; that induſtry, 
which is a neceſſary duty towards your neighbour, is equally neoei · 
fary to render your religious duties towards God acceptable. 

But the art of writing is not neceſſary to a performance of the 
duties of the poor, either towards God or towards their neighbour, 
and it may lead towards à breach of their duty towards bob: there: 
muſt be in ſociety hewers of wood and drawers of water; if all are 
r W where are thoſe to be found who will contentedly 

perform 
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perform the laborious offices of ſociety; and live through'a life of 
toi It honeſty be not a fixed principle of the mind, tlie Accel 
tion of writing may offer a tæmptation chat will. lead to rülh⸗ co 
Reading may be conſidered nearly in the ſame point of Ught. 
if we could confine the poor boy to reading his Prayer- bock ailt His 
Teſtament -only;: nothing but $664 would ariſe from teaching por 
chiliiren to read; but, the art belng'gequired, can we be ſure Wil- 
cher the ue of ifm dead? To pfognöſticate; let us only recollett 
what books curſciucsz heft. boys; Would rad "with che greateſt 
avidity; and, before we have reaſon td deplore the conſequerice of 
bringing the poor up; ir fach''a—mintier,” as may make theth leſs 
ſatisfied with their humble and laborious Ration” in Hfe, 1er üs, in 
idea; anticipate the probable miſuſe of theſe hualifications, and, by 
a kind of prophetic foreſight,” be tertifin” — effect, before we, 
by encouragement; foſter the tAufe,” ö en ber! 
While theſe doubts are throw n out, Ay reſpect to the expe- 
diency of ſo much of the inſtitution of Sunday-ſchools; as reſpe&s 
the teaching 2 the children of the poor to read and write ; an im- 
plicit confidence in the gobd intention of the faint of them 
ſhould be explicitly dectared} coupled with this fuggeſtion; that, 
probably, the only proper nana ne chool is den 
a ſchool of daily induſtr : o ee 
So thought the patrons of the ſchools ih Ladd and filet 
has been their practice; the reſpectable magiſtrate, to whom that 
county has been, and it is hoped all England will be, obliged, for 
his excellent exemplification of the experiment, as well as for his' 
perſpicuous and well-written recommendation of the inſtitution,” 
and the detail of its ſucceſs in that county, has finiſhed the plan 
in a moſt complete manner, by a Sunday-ſchool; and, in ſo doing. 
has ſet us a noble example of training youth in the habit of indaer 
the ſix ad and im rue duties of religion the Werden cot ym i bas 
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Hav, in purſuance of; my 0 plan, now, fent you. a few. pages 
J on ale. houſes and their cuſtomers ; tracing, the riſe and pro- 
greſs of the baneful and ſeducing habit of drinking ſtrong liquors, 
from the earlieſt days, in this iſland, to the preſent æra; when the 
revenue receives above five millions annually, from the inhabitants 
of the ſouthern part of Great Britain, by their indulging 

| ſelves in this practice. 61% ABSHACHHY bo OHA TAP IG, TEE 101 | 

Julius Cæſar, in deſeribing the np cuſtams. of f 
habitants of England, at the time of his invaſion, about 77 — 
before the Chriſtian epoch, ſays, that thoſe were the moſt civilized 
who inhabited Kent, and that they differed. but little from the 
Gauls ; that thoſe, who lived in the interior parts, * but Jittle 
corn, and lived on milk and fleſh... 

In deſcribing the inhabitants of Gaul, he 21 * = . of 
them. Agricultura, nan fiudent ; majorgus pars victus corum in lacle 
et caſeo et carne conſßlit. mon 253489 | 

Solinus, who, a eee after the birth of Chriſt, 
ſays, that the Britong k a fermented liquor, made of barks, 
unknown in former ages, or in any other country in Europe. 

Tacitus, who. wrote about thirty years afterwards, ſpeaks. ſtrong- 
ly of the drunken habits of the Germans, near neighbours to the 
Gauls; Diem noftemgue continuare potando, nulli probrum; he alſo 
ſays, that they made uſe of a liquor dnn or wheat, fer- 
mented. 

We muſt conceive, that Ceſar was either a r ſuperficial Se 
ſerver of the habits of, thoſe people, into whoſe, country he carried 
fire and ſword ; or that, in a few years, - habits, deſtructive of their 
health and morals, were introduced among them by their con- 
querors, 
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querors, and had ſtruck ſuch a root, r 
national vice. 

The attachment of ſayages to Arong. liquors is a well-known 
fact; the exceſs in which they wald themſelves with ardent 
ſpirits, whenever they can get at them, and the inveteraey of the 
habit, when once indulged in, almoſt tend to prove, an 
that-fermented liquors were not known, in Gaul and Britain, 
the: days f Caſery: although/(about u hundred years afterwards; 
the drinking them to erceſs was become a confirmed: habit to the 
Germans, nenne terſe und elegant 'differtation-on 
their manners. 18 0 6011 10 3180 11 Bs} 500 A111 1G 

In the firſt century of the Chriſtian era, — 
mented liquor from barley: in the latter end of tlie 18th tei 
tho public revenue ariſing from the duties on liquers, principally 
made from' barley, and moſt in uſe wirh the common people, ex- 
ceed five millions ſterling a year. ti eu e eee 11 
Tue habit is become of too ſtrong a growth, is too general, and 
too inveterate, to be eradicated z\and, were it not, tlie ſinaneler of 
the day would diſequrage the attempt j he wonld tell ud, e ſhould 
act as unſkilful gardeners plucking up valuable plants with the 
weeds ; if drunkenneſs diſappeared from the fund, "conſiderable 
part of five millions ſterling would diſappenf front the coffers of 
the Exchequer ; and, in proportion as teftiain the habit, we di- 
miniſh the revenus ariſing from .d 
But, however ampolitic the eradication' of drunkenneſs may be, 
when ſeen in the light of revenue, were it poffible to effect it, [the 
can no harm ariſc,\either-to- our finances or our morals, in trating 
as well as the very few lights, which can be found on this ſubject, 
will permit us, the habit of Engliſh drunkenneſs, from its inifaticy 
to its maturity{>2it will be the hiſtory of 'ale-houſes ; will be found 
to grow witiritkeir growth; and to-inicreaſe with their number j and 
it is poſſible that, àu the progreſo of che indeſtigation, one great 
and operative cauſe of the expenſe in maintaining our poor, and 
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de miſerable poverty they ſuſtain / may appear nn FR 
miſtaken ; and, having found out the cauſe of a diſeaſe, he is a 
ename not preſeribe che temedy. (Of ys 11 98 
A fermented liquor from barley was the firlk intoxicating drink 
we read of in uſe among the Britons ; but probably; .hydpemel, oc 
honey mixed with water and fermented, was nearly a cotemporary 
indulgence; when the aborigines of che iſland, to,avaid the tyranny 
of the Romans, - withdrew to their mountains and morafes, we find 
that they-catried with them the:knowledge and nie of the one, if 
not of the other; the firſt they called. awrw, . the Welch 
name for ale at preſent. 01194 ne 
ee e eee ene ene general until 
the Danes and Saxons came among us; and they brought not only 
the vice, but alſo the names of the liquors which were in moſt 
general uſe among them, maad and ale, and which have oe 
the ſame appellations to the preſent times.. 
Mr. Strutt, in his hiſtory of the ancient Britons. and gene 
tolls us, that intemperance in drinking was a prevailing vice, both 
among the Anglu- Samons and Danes, with people of all ranks, in 
which they often ſpent whole days and nights without intermiſſion; 
all meetings, public anti prixate, terminated in rioting and exceſſive 
drinking. not encepting dligious feſtivals; at which times it was 
uſual for them ito drink large draughts, in, honour of Chriſt, the 
Virgin Mary, the Twelve Apoſtles, and other venerated ſamts. In 
the reign of Edgar the Peaceable, the vice of ammoderate drinking 
prevailed ſo greatly, that laws were thought neceſſary to reform it; 
and that prince, to prevent quarrels that aroſe in public-houſes, 
from any one's drinking more than his ſhare, which it ſeems was 
very frequent; cauſed certain pegs or knobs to be put, at proper 
diſtances, into each drinking-cup g and no man was to drink be- 
yond thoſe knobs at one draught, under a ſevere. penalty; which 


was alſo to be inflicted aun tale ano ou compel others to 
dtink 
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diinł beyond them: he quotes William of AIR ric gee =o 
tholints, as his authorities. 
But it cannot be ſuppoſed, that, vy che expreſſion t- lug 
fimilar places of entertainment to thoſe which now bear that gene- 
ral appetfation” can be intended; hecauſe we find; that above a 
century after the conclafion of the Saxon monarchy, by the death 
of Edward the Confeſſdr, public-houfes were not known, even in 
the metropolis © Fitaſtephen's Deſoription of the City of Landon, 
which is ſuppoſed to be written in 1754; mentioning the cuſtom af 
ſelling wines by retail, in ſbipt and vaults ; and that there was only 
one publie eating-houſe, or cook-ſhop : — © Preteres eff in Lun- 
dents ſuper! regen fund, I n et cellariis yenalia, 
— nern Alf Sl ts SALT NC 
About . apppars the ard inftance of 
the attention of the legiſlature to our favourite beverage, ale in a 
ſtatute paſſed in the 51M year of the reign of Henry the Third, 
called Aiſa Panis et Cereviſe. As much of the ſtatute as _— to 
WP or ale, follows in theſe words: 
„When a quarter of wheat is ſold for three dixlings: er — 


> # 4 


or two fhillings, and à quitter of oate for afimeen-pence, then 
brewers in cities ought, and may well afford) felt two gallons of 


beer, or ale, for a penny; and out of cities, to fall three or four 


gallons for a penny; and, when in a town, three gallons are ſald 
for a penny; out of a town, they ought; and may, ſell four; and 
this aſſize ought to be holden throughout all England.” 

But by ſtatute the ſixth of the ſame year, called the Statute of 
the Pillorie and Tambril, it is enatted, — * That, when a quarter 
of barley 1 is ſold for two ſhillings, then four quarts of -ale ſhall be 
ſold for a penny; when for two ſhillings and fix-pence, then ſexen 
| quarts for two-peticte; when for three MMillings, thenithreequarts for 
one penny; when fbt three ſhiltings and ſix- pence, then five quarts 


for two-pence ; when ;it js ſold for four ſhillings, then two quarts 
M m 2 at 


ſhiſfings and four-pence, and a quarter of barley: far. twenty-pence 


— 
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at one penny . prices: hall TY 
andideerenſe; after the rated of Mx, Hd HOοẽ dad to o gien 

Mr. in hi dot on theſe tastes, „en I be of; 
opinion, that women, at this otime, principal chrried on this 
trade i and corroborates that. opinion byctho/thrawbrachiateierbeing 
uſed : and alſo on the authority of Harriſon, hon im his dxſexip - 
tion of Britain in Queen Ebzabeth's reign, ' {peaks of | ale-wifes 
uſing deceits in brewing ;. and alſo becauſe it is ſtill ſaid in Wales, 
that no one hath. ene e- eee he lies with his 
brewwen. die nog amor ei ei wil eme ty 

Although the Pn proportions the price of ale, by meaſure, 
tothe price of bazley,; it does not proportion: the quantity of barley 
to the meaſure of ale; we muſt therefore ſuppoſe the quantity of 
barley uſed to a certain quantity of ale to be fixed, my vom 
not know, with certainty; what at was 

The firſt ſtatute regulates the price of ale by the inet wheat, 
ab we have therefore reaſon to imagine that they were 
uſed indifferently, or perhaps altogether, in the compoſition of ale: 
and ĩt appeats tliat, in thoſe days, not only wheat and barley, but 
alſo honey, was made uſe af for this purpoſe, the ſheriff of Hamp- 
ſhire; being allowed, in his accounts: at the Exchequer, twenty: ſin 
ſhillings and ten. penco for. wheat; baricydand honey, to make ale for 
the Duke of — in . 310 Nr. 75 the. reign, of Henry the 
n | 
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\URING a period of ſeveral centuries, before the exceſſes of 
the people were made uſe of for th Pe hens of railing a 


revenue, it is no ealy matter to find any tes o e 
1000 Maiox'Hift, Excheq. vob. is N25 * 


Or 
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oriittigir- patrons; the intemperate If drunlennet muſto ever ige: 
main one of the incorrigible viees of ſocitty, it ic but! fair Hm 
the purſe uf che. drunkard Mould bedramed its full proportion, 
for the generub preſervation of order and decorum and that 
thoſe who will not, by good example, add any thing to the ge- 
neral ſtock of morality, ſhould pay for the preſervation of order: 
it is, at the leaſt, ſtriking ay; e of yes Eg waſs 
of eil, bist 44 
But, While getierab hiſtory 8 the: * are dient on the ab- | 
ject, ſome few lights. are thrown upon; it by wed, in his 
Chronicon, sn. eee 
The firſt inſtance is in 1 30a, when ee was three ſſnl- 
lings and four- pence a gig : n fold, * the ſame anner 
four ſhillings a quarter. 
In 1309, at a feaſt given byRalph as ao prior of St. Auſtin's, 
in Canterbury, on his inſtallation-day, malt was fix ſhillings a 
quarter : at * ſame feaſt, mn colt ſeven — 1 . 
a quarter. 
In 1315 40 76765 b eas ae eee e 
quarter: wheat, at the ame time, was twenty ſhilhings; and, by 
the rains in harveſt, wheat came 0 thirty und iiorty fivllings a quar- 
ter, and good ale to two pente a gallon; che better ſort to three- 
pence; the beſt of all to four-pence. On this'a proclamation was 
iſſued, that a gallon of ale ſhould be ſold for a penny; and that 
no wheat ſhould be malted (qmbrgfetum),. which the Londoners 
had uſually done, to the great conſumption of corn, and ſold it 
(i, e. ale made of it) at three-halfpence a gallon ; the viler ale at 


a penny. | 
In, 1339, wheat and malt bore the ſame price, nine ſhillings a 


quarter. | 


In 1423 351 malt Was five ſhillings a quarter * e. cg 
In 


ings 1% SIUD IAN 4 D s 


In 1425, ale was from a penny to three · halfpence a gallon. 


+ _ __rer+ek* TU. 


72 1440 malt was mitten i ſhillings 4 | quarter det een 
1 ſhilling "ap 


In 1444. male, four fillings z wheat, four: e and for 
pence a quarter. 

In 1445, ale was one penny; halfpenny a Sen. e Off Batt 

In 1451, ale was at the ſame price, e aten 


In 1453, ale, one penny farthing a gallon. 
In 1455, malt, one ſhilling and five-pence a quarter; * 


| one ſhilling and two-penice ; ale, one penny a gallon. 


Ia 1437, wheat, ſeven ſhillings and Ms a yours a, 
one penny a gallon, | 
| 08 1459, \ wheat, be ſhillings a quarter” dares one r a 
gallon. 

In 1460, wheat, cight ſhillings a quaeker's ale; « one > penny a 
gallon, 

In 1404, wheat, five ſhillings and dene a. beer, 4 
about three-pence a gallon. 

In 1551, wheat, a__ ſhillings | a quarter ; malt ip! bau 


and a penny. 


In 1553, wheat, the ſame ; malt, five ſhillings a quarter 

In 1554, 1555, 1556, 1557, wheat and malt remained at che 
fame price as in 15533 but Mr. Stow ſays, that in 1557, befote 
harveſt, wheat roſe in London to two pounds thirteen ſhillings 
and four-pence a quarter ; malt, to two pounds four ſhillings : 
and, after harveſt, wheat funk to five thillings; malt, to fix 
millings and ceight-pence a quarter: while, in the country, wheat 
remained at four thillings a quarter; malt, at four — 8 


eight- pence. 


m 1561, wheat, the quarts, eight ſhillings; malt, hve til 
lings. 

From theſe notices, taken, at unequal irtervuls, i * 
period of two centuries and a half, very few, if any, certain 
concluſions can be drawn, either with reſpect to the quantity 

of 
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of che materials, or of the materials themſelues, of which ale 
was in thoſe days compoſed, © Malt ſeems, in general, to bear 
ch ſomewhat proportional to the value of wheat ; from 
it allo appears to have been ſometimes made: but that 
proportion is ſo frequently broken through, eſpecially in the 
year 1504, in the price of ale, that: but little reſiance can be 
placed on it. 

The price of wheat and walt in 1657, in Londpn, compared 
with its price in the country, ſtrikes one as 4 remarkable in- 
ſtance of a deficiency of police in regulating the ſupply of = 
metropolis by its conſumption ; for, while the country enjoyed 
plenty, London, experienced the advanced, prices of a famipe; 

the cauſe of which the hiſtory of the times, das not ſufficiently 


-"4 - -, 


No alle of hops 1 ee in Auen. although the 
uſe of them had become general, and there had paſſed already 
one act of parliament. regulating the importation of them. Mr. 
Pennant, in his Britiſh Zoology, quotes a diſtich to prove that 
ny as into England the ame year, viz. about 1514: 


13S. \ 


8 N ere hays, en. rien (| 
Camus into Laglanoll iprons noon. , | 4 


. 


And then produces an extract from The Boke of St. Alban's,“ 
printed in 1496, to prove that carp was known here before. The 
regulations and eſtabliſhment of 11 houſeholds of Henry Alger- 
non Percy, the fifth Earl of Northumberland, at his caſtles of 
Wreſill and Lekinfield, in Yorkſhire, -in 1512, will prove, alſo, 
that hops were in general uſe before the year allotted for their in- 
troduction into England by the diſtich; and will alſo ſhew he 
proportion of hops uſed to the malt, 

« Hopps for brewinge. — To make proviſion for five buhbes 
and fifty-ſix pounds of hopps for brewinge 0 beere, for the expenſes 
| of 
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of my houſe for one whole yeere, after the eſtimation” SE thirteen 
nie and four -· pence the hundred. 

Malte. — To make proviſion for two e and a quar- 
ters, one buſhel, of rer: _ four e, wy quarter, by el. 
timation.” - . 

This is at the rate er about two pony ira ant y 
to a quarter of malt; but ſome ale was brewed in which the 
quantity of hops was much leſs than in beer; conſequently, 'the 
proportion ere 30 OUR of wg Inn Boer IE. 14. 
conſiderable. . 

Theſe notices 40 inflited rather as matters of curioſity than as 
information tending. to throw much light on the- progreſs of ale- 
houſes and their concomitant ebriety: however, they at leaſt tend 
to ſhew, that neither the vice, nor the conſumption of liquor 
which it oceaſioned, had as yet been ſufficiently attended to by 
the legiſlature to occaſion them either to regulate the immorality, 
or to raiſe a revenue from licenſing its continu ation. 

In the mean time, houſes of entertainment increaſed in number, 
and alſo in licentiouſneſs. In the fourteenth century, Chaucer, in 
his Canterbury Tales, makes us acquainted with a conſiderable inn, 
at which the palmers ſpent a night, in their pilgrimage to the 
ſhrine of St, Thomas, at Canterbury: 


In Southwerke at the Tabberd®* as I lay, 
« Redy to wendin on my pilgrimage 

« To Canterbury with devote corage, 
e . 89 80 

The chambers and the ſtables werin wide, 

« And well we werin eſed at the beſt.” 


* Tabberd,— A jacket, or ſleeveleſs coat, worn formerly by noblemen, in the wars; 
now only by heralds: it was the ſign of an inn in Southwark; it is now the ſign of the 
Talbot. — Urry's Gloſſary to Chaucer. 


His 
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das FORO 1H ae e en 
4 And of manhode lakkid him right naught: 
Aud eke thereto he was a mem man.“ | 


Shakſpeare, who drew from nature, has alſo left us ſtrong traits 
of character in his Hoſteſs of Raſteheap: he, in the beginning of 
the ſeventeenth century, gives us ſoyeral inſtances of the manners of 
inn-keepers towards the end of the fourteenth ;. the Fieſt and Second 
Pans of his King Henry-the,Fourth.abound, with them. 
But we want got the inſtunces; we ſtand not in need of the 
hint; we know that no man can be a vender of any commodity, 
who is nat in his heart an encourager of the conſumption, of it. 
Very early. in the ſixteenthᷣ century, in the nineteenth year of the 
reign of Henry the Seventh, the bad effects of the common ſale of 
ale and beer were ſo ſenſibly - felt, as to occaſion parliament to 
reſtrain the practice, and to.'authorize-two juſtices of the peace to 
reject ſuch gle-honſes, as they ſhall think proper, This appears to 
be the firſt inſtance; of the interference of the legiſlature. | _ 
"The next is about fifty years afterwards, in the reign of Edward 
the Sixth, the preamble to which has been already noticed in a for- 
mer part of this tract. This firſt gives to two juſtices the power of 
licenſing ale-houſes or tippling-houſey, and directs them to take 
bond and, xecognizance of ſuch as ſhall be admitted to keep them, as 
well againſt the uſing of unlawful games as for the maintenance of 
good order; it puniſhes the venders of ale without licence, (except 
in the time of fairs,)- by impriſonment, and recognizance with two .ꝛ 
ſureties, not to offend in the ſame manner again. . 
After the lapſe of another fifty years, parliament again, in the 
firſt year of the reign of James the Firſt, found it neceſſary to in- 
terfere in the conduct of ale-houſes, The preamble to the act recites, 
with great propriety, their true uſe; ** for the receipt, relief, and 


N n * 


74 LENA XXKVIL 


lodging, of way- faring people, amd for tha ſupply of the-wants of 
ſuch people as are not able to make their proviſion; of victuals, aua 
not for the entertainment af the idle to conſume n n and 
time in a drunken manner. 

This act not only puniſhes the alehowle-kevper, Ai proaly of 
ten ſhillings to the poor, who ſuffers any petſon to remain tip» 
pling, , other than ſuch as ſhall be invited by any traveller, and 
ſhall accompany him during his neceſſary abode there; and other 
than labouring and handicraftſmen in cities and towns corporate, 
and market towns, upon the uſual wiorking-days, for one hour at 
dirmer-time;! to take their diet in an ale · houſt; and other than 
 kibodureragd/wotkmen, which, for the following of cheir work by 
the daß or by the great, thall, for the tiene of continuing itheir 
work there, ſdjourn, lodge or victual, in any inn, ale- houſe, or 
other victualling-houſe; but alſo inflicts a penalty of forty ſhil- 
lings, tobe“ puid to the uſe of the · puri · O ehe conſtables and 
churctlwardefis for neglect of duty, in net levying the penalty on 
the 'alehowſe.keepes offending; and alſo vegulates the priee at which 
ale and beer ſhall be ſold, vin. one full quart of cho beſt ale or beer 
for a penny and two- quarts: of the ſmall; and, if any akhouſe- 
keeper'ſeht leſs, he forfeits twenty ſhillings. ene to be le- 
vied by the conſtables or church- wardens. 

In the 4th year of the ſame reign parlament again was com- 
pelled to attend to ale · houſes; — . Nhe. Vr the preamble to the 
act ſays, © the muititudes and the, abuſes· are become intolerable, 
and ſtill do and art likely to increaſe.” To prevent the evil, no per- 
ſom ſhall ſell, utter, or- deliver, any beer or ale, to any perſon not 
having a licenſe to ſell ale or beer, except for the convenient uſe 
and expenſe of his eee under the eee * ſix ſtullings and 
eight pence for every barrel. 
nd, by the next chapter, — FE 4 for repreſſing the 
odious and loathſome Sin of Drunkenneſs, after ing uſe of the 
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2 —— and oda ſw: of - dronkenneſs is, 
d#1ngawown imuocommen uſe within! this realm, being the root 
Action bf mung other enortnous ſint, as blood-ſhed, ſtab- 
bing, murder, ſwearing, fornication, adultery, and ſach like, to 
thy! greut di fhonour -f God and of our nation, the overthrow of 
wfunyg Vo arts ant manuat trades, the diſabling: of divers work - 
—— — good ſubjects i | 
waſting tho;gnedervatures of God nh not yoaqmcur left 
Thea HN Ts d penalty of —̃— — 
Adel ef #vunkenneſs 7 three thillings-ani — 
fort Nhe ſhaft femain drinking and tippling in any ats-houſe in che 
city; town, 'vitige,” or Bamlet, where he lives. If any perſon ſhalt 
be a ſecond time cot victed of drunkotmeſs, he ſhall bo bound hvitiẽ 
two ſureties, to the xing for his good behaviour, in INS 

ten pounds. 0 yilenq © Pin? oe 4 illi 14 
And theſe offerites/hall be inquired of, and preſented. - before "ey 
tices of aſſire juſticeꝭ of the peact in their quarter · ſeſſians mayars; 
bailiffs,' and other'head-officers of cities, towns, &ce. by all cenſta- 
bles, charch-watdensy headbotoaghs, tithing- men, Ale conners, and 
ſideſmen: the penalties an to gw to the poor of the pariſh. The 
act was farther enforcbd, — the iſt nn 
cap. 4. een w -A enn 10 Nena: ud Bars 
Three years'afterwatds/ the tee ntion of the e mob 7 
called forth, and any alekeuſul keeper, being convicted of any oſfenoe 
committed againft either oH thee? two acta entitled, An Att to 
reſtrain haunting and tippling in Ins, Alehoutes, and other Vie: 
tualling-Houſes; and the AR agalnſt the Sin of Doankemeſby ſhall 
be diſabled from keeping an ale-Houſe for three years (following 
fuch'convicfion; © V9 15 (d Hf s Dn, 
And, by the 2 1ſt ſtatute of this reign ehapter the ſeventh the 
two laſt acts, which were at firſt only temporary, are made perpe- 
tual; and proof, by dne witneſs only, is rendered neceſſary i ανẽ 
__ one witneſs may be a perſon Who has voluntarily confeſſed that 
Nn 2 himſelf 
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hiagſelf hs been guity vf be offence; kinda cardenae ain 
retourſe ought. never 4 be bad, pt ichoſeh inflances; of, 
enormous erimes, here) foo the ſafety: ofolecraty, thaconvidiew . 
: am offendet 5s meteſſary. atnuiyorfnom ifs aonatots': Henaaingt 
In the Ht eur of Charles the Firſt, forexgners/ or: perſons ups: 
inhabitiig in- tlie tons on villaes: within which they hall; be; 
convicted of tipplingintuny ale · houſe, ere made alſo liable ta the 
penalty, which they were not liable to by the attsLpaſſed im the 
laſt parlament yand che alaheuſe·keepert, who ſhall permit them to 
tipple are a ſo made liable to / che: lame ponalties as: they wert by 
formeti actajꝰ with rſpect tu the inhabitants; as ane alſo vintnern. 
| krepers-of tuvdrns, and vittualiersy / and they re taken to be within 
the two former acts, and alen, eee then paſſed. 
Chapter 4. 
By the ſtatute, the ad: of Charles the Firſt, — the fourth, 

reciting, in the preamble, that the act, made in the 5th year of Ed- 
ward the Sixth, had not wronght ſuch reformation as was intended, 
for that the fines were deldom levied; and many of the offenders are 
neither able to pay them, nor to bear their own charges of com- 
mitting to aol; therefore it is enacted. that he, Who keeps an 
ale - houſe without licenſe, ſhall forfeit twenty ſhillings, which the 
conſtables or church - wardens ſhall levyo fon the uſe of the poor; 
which if the party is not able to pay, he hall be whipped; and, for 
the ſecond oſfence, he ſhall ibe committaddo the houſe of correction. 
for the ſpace of one month, there to be dealt with as a diſorderly 
perivg ; and, if he ſhall again offend, and be again convicted, he 
mall be committed to the hnuſe af correction, there to remain until 
diſeharged by order of the juſtices in their general ſeſſions. ,, 
Throughout the reign of James, and in the beginning of the 
reipnvofi Charles the Firſt, the legiſlature appears to have taken 
every means that penalties, impriſonment, and diſgrace, could ef- 
A; to prevent the bid cenifequences,:arifing) from ale-houſes and 
drunkenneſs. In fact, the revil- * been ſeyerely felt for, ſeveral 
a centuries, 
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ceinuries,! and had beet attended dot hy government from the year 
my ote the dateciof tienqaſt· mentioned ast, 1647, but withont 
ele ale · kouſas increaſed) in number, and their frequenters in 
drunkenneſs, indolence, and licentiouſneſs ; and although the laws 
reipeginy them were: ſevere, they were - (deficient, na-,proper, means 
levidgbeemprovided / to compel their executions and ware then, as 
the laſt act (tarvs, what at preſent find tham: ta he, — ſeldom. or 
8 Sf yo 07 di ton οο yorls di,] van 
This ſeems to hhve been the laſt i attetnpt of tho legiſlature to 
regulate the moral conduct of: alechouſes, and toe rertnt Ahe had 
effects of ebriety: and theſe ſeverab acts of panliament ſtilb ne. 
main the law, although, unfortunately for the cauſe: ofimorality 
and economy, G cue to, b 80 o 3 
b 197081 
26) ict 30 az 2ahngrD to 0047: ift oft vi 
' 4.3111 aber Ds 599 7807 vided oft ni vj: 
> *> STOLSINION l JUL YOTS n 5511 Ae. oft iB 
LETTER. XXXIX. n 50s tet 1c 
* IVC. e: 1890 ion AER veg 03: Side 194155 
8 yet the public reverivarhadinet bew rodat{hendbpbencktcs 
by popular depravity ; at leaſt the money ariſing from the 
licenfing ale- houſes had not enmched e the coffers of the ſtata, but 
had filled the pockets of thoſe; minĩons of the erown-who had ſuffi 
cient intereſt at court to obtain the privilege: of granting them, a 
remarkable inſtance of which occurred iii the year 1621, when the 
Houſe of Commons teceived many petitibns againſt ſome; grants 
which the king had made to certain individuals of the-powericof 
licenſing 1 inns and ale-houſes; and which he declared; in his; {ſpect 
in the Houſe: of Lords, it was his intention to recal, having Till 
then, been ignorant of the ill effect: which ſuch patents hedngt- 
caſionſmPPPPP.. i 282g 187 2agom N 
Soon after the reſtorution of: Ohatles the Second, inqthe year 


1660, parliament granted, among other profits ariſing —— 
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of1excils, thoſe on ibeeri ale, meadycoidery: perry; ad oroigntht 
rita oin iangmentation of the royal revenu Ur w 
In che gth of Queen Anne, a duty ef four Hillings' was id 
on :anyr;piccecof vellum, purchment, or paper; on which ſhalt be 
engroſſed a. theenſe-for vetailing of wine; and one ſhilling oi 

«.fimilar-iconfe>forrvtailiog of beer and ale, or other exciſadle 

liquors. | R 
And, by the Ech of George: the Firſt, all perſons, whoſe office 
in hall rhe do take amy! recognizances on account of ale-licenſes, ſhall 
be obliged cto make but ſuch -ale-licenſes on paper duly ſtamped, 
before they take nme 2 he "ley" of ten 


$4 pounds s batt * {1 Li 


to —ͤ— of the next reign, ptteacir u uuns confis- 
ration the inconvenience which had ariſen from perfons being li- 
cenſed to keep inns and common ale- houſes by juſtices of the peace; 
who, living remote from the places of abode of ſuch perſons, might 
not be truly informed of the want of ſuch inns and ale-houſes, or 
of the characters of perſons applying for licenſes; and therefore 
enacted, by ſtatute 2d, chapter 28, and ſection 11, ** That no licenſe 
ſhall he granted but at a general meeting of the juſtices, acting in 
the diviſion where the perſons applying for licenſes dwell, on the 
211t of September, or twenty days after, or at any other general 
meeting of the ſaid juſtices, to be holden for the diviſion wherein 
Inns Sand Gene: __ N WIS , 
be void.” * NC 511901 

And. by the 26th of Grorge the hens z iſt, the above- 
mentioned clauſe; is repealed; and the manner of licenſing ale - 
houſes, in that part of Great Britain called England, is regulated: 
and it is ordered, that no licenſe to keep any ale-houſe, Kc. 
ſhall be granted to any, perſon. not licenſed the year preceding, un- 
leſs ſuch perſon ſhall produce, at the general meeting of the juſ- 
tices in September, a: certaficate under. — hands of the parſon, 
15 vicar, 
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vicur, or curate, and the major part of: the»ehurch-wardens- arid 
overſeers, or elſe of three or four reputable and ſubſtantial hopſe- 
holders and inhabitants of the pariſh, or place, where ſuch ale - 
houſe is to be. ſetting forth that ſuch perſon it of good fame, and 
ſober liſe and conyerſation,; and it ſhall be mentioned, in ſuch li- 
cenſe, that ſuch certificate was produced, otherwiſe the licenſe ſhall 
be void,” 

It remains to be obſerved, that, to prevent any licenſe from being 
obtained on motives. of intereſt in the magiſtrates, by their being 
concerned i in habits. of trade with the perſon licenſed, uo juſlice of 
the peace, being a brewer, inn-keeper, or diſtiller, or a ſeller of, 
or a dealer in, ale or fpirituous liquors, or intereſted in any ef 
faid trades, or being a maltſter or victualler, ſhall be enable of 
granting licenſes to ſell ale or beer, by virtue of an act of parha- 
ment paſſed. in the ſame year. 594 oh 810 

. By this long ,category of pains, e and reſtrictions, Has 
the legiſlature attempted, through the lapſe of near three cohturics, 
to prevent the ill effects of ale-houſes on the morals, the induſtry, 
and the economy, of the people; but they have attempted” it in 
vain; and the government, not having been able to preſerve our 
poor in habits of, ſobriety,” has determined that the revenue ſhould 
feel the good effects of, public vice; and, therefore, by A -vatiety of 
taxes on theſe commodities: the conſfumptian of which is ſo gene- 
ral, and which taxes having increaſed nearly pari paſſu with the 
ſtamp- duties on the ale-licenſes, (viz. from one ſhilling, - in the 
reign of Queen Anne, to one-and-thirty ſtillings and lix-pence, in | 
the 24th year of the. preſent reigu, beſides the duty on the houſe 
itſelf, if at a rent above fifteen pounds à year,) have raiſed fröm 
the public, in the four- quarters of the 'year ending the 10th Gf 
October, 1792, the vaſt ſum of five millions two hundred and nine. 
teen thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- one pounds, as may be ſebit 
by the * extract from a ſtatement preſented to the Houſe 

of 
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of; Commang,. ,pprſuant.;tq,,an ct, fo che 27th, war of hig, dla- 
jeſty :s reign. noitersbitre>* 5ft- five reg Dodd vnntup 
e i o- Ann fende n on 446 tn bits e doi 


* 0 Nein Produce of tie Duties of  Excifh in England. St 70 
on bett * O97 ant Hvome m4 * oo” oH A 2.812. 
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"-Whefi' 38 Wager "Py none of that immenſe quantity of 


gin in and" matt pi irits, Which" are" (Hig inte this country clear 
of all dutiks, and ats' none of ce Cöttörb on foreign brandy, 
rum, and foreign wines, are taken into this account, which, alone, 
amount to UpWards « of even hundred in! fourteen thouſand pounds; 
becauſe theſe 5 'H quots thi we thay fare drunk excluſively 
hg people ly nap, and are "aibh generally the beverage 15 
t Are ado 51 af Allo, becaufe we cannot, in ſuch a 
Gar Mime 4 "Ig 1 Mer attempted” to be made, ſtate accurately 
how great a Proportion of theſe commoditits, which are exciſed, 
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ix exported: we may, therefore, for an inſtant ſuppoſe; kt the 
quantity exported, together with the conſideration that fortign 
wines, brandy, and rum, are not the general drink of the maſs 
of the people; will ' leave” the ſum-tetal uf the Uutles of exciſe, 
together with the cuſtoms on gin, amounting to ( 5. 219,751, 
a' fair average annual tax, paid, by the people of England, for 
the liquor drank by eight millions five hundced ſuhjects, 


men, women, and children. This being allow $9-þe a;prabable 
average, where exactneſs cannot be pretended to, id ll then ap- 
pear, that each individual pays ta The revenuę, fotß, hig hex ale, 
ſpirits, and ftrong liquors, exejuſive of the cuſtoms on forei 
wines, brandy, and rum, above twelve ſhillings nd 
farthing annually. i624 þ G74 e dns 
It can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed, that the ſum paid by the. 
for theſe liquors can be ſhort of five times the tax which govern- 
ment has laid on them ; although the abſolute proof that it is ſo 
(were ſuch a proof poſſible) would be too tedious an, inyeſtigation 
for this curſory inquiry : but, if either the article * 1 or of ſpi- 
rits be ſeparately examined, with reſpect to its tax and its retail 
price, it is imagined the proportion mentioned will be found to be 


far within the truth. „ We (hall then perceive, that each ingjajgual 
expends above three pounqs one: ſhilling and four-pence.farthing i in 
that indulgence which, Adam Smith dogs, not reckon e "MY re 
cellaries L life, N Hit ori nine 2 

Now let us og pr Mr Ham 5 compu ok 
number of labouring p nk N oy he 
lions and a quarter, — bat. claſs of the 15 6 oy 
whom the poor's rates. are, 29 17 ound that tl 
expenditure in ale, beer, and 4108 115 will conſidera 
exceed ninetsen millions. „ Yor ain 5533, wel 

Nor can this be deemed an extravagant computation when it is 
remembered, that the conſumption. of- wings, and alſo that con- 
ſumption of brandy and rum, which may be calculated as attach- 
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du iel abe — ˙˖—— calculation, 

ſuppoſod to belun exbbatevdlycty ghoawvemamdet of that population; 
which-is calculated taramount;'in, therwhbleþ to! eight-millions:and 
a half, r 10 two millions paid one quarter, only ar gur fellow-ſabs 
jects ; the ſix millions and one quarter ofthe labguripg-poog-being 


deducted. Tl 192d. and; . inybo Aeg Asi a io stur T 


To compute the eariy enrnings uf the: poor throughout: England, 


is a matters infinite above my ability t and to gueſa-at them is 
* ⁵B5Bf ROTH as: would: be:an imputation on 


nt fifteen” pounds A eam 80 

& ener balfiper@onas iGbieſ-Guſtine Hale, 
about che ame time, computed the expetiſes: of a rlibourer's family, 
of:fiv7petions;ogt 4wenty«ſfix pounds . vrt ſuppaling Ather of 
theſe computations nearly: right'at that time : and ſuppoſing 
| of a la- 
| bovger's) famaidy, ofthe m number; ufo patſone, 49; be. double; 
and more tian that they cannot be ; Nj will he found that the ex- 
penſes of che ale/houſe vill · cu, e nd inconſiderable proportion 
of m labender't wages, and: haar a large proportion to the total of 
his expenſaain Atte alu omit M e 11174, e HE nt 
Fherefdre) t anuſt be apparent, that one great and leading ſource 
of che ] romplaig di an the ſteta af me pace of this country, 
may be trated hence a frum the vaſt. ums which are ſpent; in 
theſe licenſedipigces of-abricty s. which are · ſo many in number, that 
it · in a matter of rifhewuthe keepers: pf. them can get a-byelie 
hoods by boneſt anti benconduct they cauld not; but it muſt; be 
byanumproper ſolicitatiom fur drunken cuſtomers ; by: giving them 
credit: ſtiiquor, and encouraging them in bad habits ; ãt appean 
ing that ishe number of ale, ſpirit, and wine, licenſes: is, tothe 
number of inhabitants; acacly':as one to; ninety; therefore the 
praſit on the:;expenſesn of number, much ſhort-of ninety people, 


| ws HE - A ———_ e only to ſupport himſelf, 
Dei Sie ; family, 
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family;: an Grrants;that — tiflacgume a fon. 
tacisy/farztivitiould bab mentionotd, o Edt uff counttpren; 
that of ninety andividunls, men, women and children, probably 
half-of-theu ſcareely ever taſte ſtronꝶ h quort, and ure certainly no 
euſto mers to e- hee bee pers „ tn xil St e . 

The cauſe of a diſeaſe being known, it has been ſaid, heb moſt 
be either anigyorant ov timid phyſican:whaknawo mot what! re- 
medy to preſtribe,” or, knowing at, in feartu ofjepphang it: 8 a 
-0Iftimedoſty; and the moneye ſpent, wthe uwduigance ip dcigkttige 
habits, be in any degree the cauſe of che UiftrefſemoFuthmpbor;; ard 
plaim that; in proportion ad the: opportunity: of tindaifiihyp in thaſb 
habirs'is diminifhed;> the bach effects of them wilt difapprar unit 
is an erpeffertm trüch, that, ar proportion u you'ecaſeqtoitin- 
dulge a habirzd doeb ne halit dtſelf Wümp peur uf,˖j⁹ ⅛o o, 
It is tide” u patient, whoſb ; vonſtitution has been injuretl by 
drinking, "may atfirſt conreiveths!cinnot emit without! his u 
md tet chat will his phyſician preſcribe ?::Probably not 
an i ate and tab abſtineance from firong Hquoroſ but & gra- 
dual reduction of the quintity,: and of: n frequency vi ut indul- 
gence: the patient, in the mean time, finds health returtijnhðT con 
ſtitution is ſtremgthened, und the bath hit i weakr ue; and] in 
the end, he perceives that heal and ſobriety art not incompatible. 
In the ſame manmer ſhould the phyſicians of the ſtate proceed 
with their patients the people j not by dntouraging the mH of 
indulgence, and reſtiaining the pie hy mains and penalties; 
theſs we know, by the experience of ſome denturĩes: have no et. 
fect; it is like holding à rod and a cherryot A chilẽꝭ the one wall 
be eaten, and the other ought not, on ſucb un oui, tobe uſedij 


neither ought the pains and penalties, In the various ſtatutes mo» =» 


ſpecting ebriety, to be inflicted, until che temptation is farthiri've- 
moved. If a labouring- man has but to ep» over his: oi threſhold 
to the next door to indulge himſelf in drinking, it requires ſome 


Oo 2 philoſophy, 


tde te 
deere eee 


* . e a N 


tene man- 
bim tg wy 


Them! by a of with: 
— . the Mich bn Res, und thy 


The number of ale, ſpirit, and 9 licenſes - might u be 
Haan Fe a fovis 30 dun, all, ly eee 1, 
tber the projiartion hat- the number \oF'thil Iivenſes 
belt co HE Abart of the poPuativn ar preſert+- if that propor- 
tiott wund be decrtaſed one · xiri by 


* P * 
liadherit for three years,” the effect df fuck u e 


t upon the 
morahg of Wie people, the-diſttelfss of the poor; the Poor's" rates, 


and laid lupon the rereaue; if reſpect to che produce bf the duties 


of excHE* wolild'be n ]ꝗ]] ] ˙⁸ëund, Hit Va uche whole advanta- 


geous to the morales, to the poo, ande rate for their mainte- 
nance e Aitmzaiſhed, the urperiment ſhould be perſiſted in by a 


fartherYegrvaſs-of the proportion, betwern the number of people 
and thernumber of licenſes; for the neut three years, and ſo on, 
until ehe eim be found, — the decteaſe would be * 
judiciahy(s: uit d to none 812g 6.413444; 4 
In ſuch- an experiment; —— the: good effect mne! 
would be-oppoſtd by a diminution of the revenue which ariſes from 
the articles of the exciſe ; for, it is plin, that the ſmaller the 
cbuſumption of ſtrong Hquors, the leſs the revenue ariſing. from 
that conſumption; andthe ſmaller the number of licenſes, the leſs 
the produit pf that branch of che revenue : but, if the end of go- 
vetinment be the good of the governed, enn this be an objection? 
Sutely not, unleſs revente is of more to a ener 
cr the be RAR Uk darin, lende. 
1, 5 ** Demi Heap $03 £8191 tand 2 


— 
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If abe ene dnl brvwe, deficient dipugh.thecexperiments, 
and it could: not, unde, the experiment ug Mh would. it nat 
gain by other and better means? If the quantity, of pational. 
deunkanneſs, indalence, and expenſivenels; in, the, anticles of Lguers, 
wah dipiniſþed; wN not, the quantity:;of; national, morality, in- 
 duſtry,'and.£conmmyn be jufacaled ?.,And,induch a.caks wenld not. 
agriculture. ang manufaures reſtore. that Hefalcation.1to. the, ron, | 
venue, .occaliongd by a ſuppreſſion af the habits of. indulgence. in 
drinks tain 20300 e ine igt os Yo 12dmur ar 

If a diminution of the number of ale-hanſes) bad ne. Ff upon. 
the habits. of our.fellow-ſubjefts, Aut that, the, Mam who Nd ge- 
quent one at his dor, would da, the fame. at a, mile. diſtan r, S- Atill 
ſome good will ama from, the, experiment: being temxer Jaowles, (Fach. 
houſe, will —— will not be tempted do SIEQUSARE. 
the habit in theit, cuſtomerg, by the riſg of truſting them ade 
houſe · ſcore does not ingrraſs, in the. np ratio of; the; Auathy, 
drank, but in the compound proportion 
the hazard incurred hy giving credit. 10m fl 07 2y09% 
Another advantage would accrues; the numbenchailtg dels Ahe 

conduct of thaſe which remained micht he better atendod.-t0108nd- 
the haunts; of ebriety and diſſoluteneſs might; be breutht mem di- 
rely under the eys of, the peace-officersz. and, if, the. .gapemment 
was attended with a general reviſion of the ſtatutes. reſpacting 
them, the penalties.might, be: pay in a way: of being lexied withqut 
expecting neighbours, companions, or friends, ta turn inf 
But the number ,of,.ale-houſes being diminiſbed,, and, by that 

means, the cuſtom at the remaining. bouſss being incregſede they. 
could afford to pay, mare, for their ale» Ming, ande ſpixit, licsn 84, 
and that not only in proportion 40. the degreaſe of. the number, byte. 
becauſe the additional cuſtom they, get, ill be free, of hon 
and houſe · keeping therefore, if this, zegulation dhould not dimaniſh 
the quantity of liquor conſumed. it Milltine fene the XEVERNA arg, 


if it ſhould diminiſh the quantity conſumed, it will nnn 
inc 


abs, 


* 
* 
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increaſe th habits of due. induſtey, and cconomy, which . 
better for the governed than revenue. 

- - On the whole, it appears t te EtbSphinly e hens 
 * wretched fitition of the poor, and: ah6+expenſes' of thei mints. 
nance, age, im great degree, increaſed by theiv habi 
of drinking Ach induces lazineſs, watit of hDO,H]AM§f and 
apathy rv indiſſęrenoe to what may | happen;}which is che conte 
quence; Pf chabite of cbricty, as it alſo, is ſometitnes of-exceſs- of 
diſtreſsz it; has alſo,been proved, that, from the time when ale- 
houſes pere: finſt licenſed, the legiſlature has frequently complained 
ot thai bad effects ao the morale; and habits of the poor, from the 
encouragement: theſe, thaif fuuourite haunte, gane to drinking and 
lazineſs; Sam it ohh appear chat the logilatarchis frequently 
ſtatutes 10 prevent theſe conſoqueners ; but 
tim s mont Oi yino ud andy Gee 
At ghenefore now becomes their wiſdom to try ſome other means: 
ifrghs evil ſo, long: and ſaioften complained of not only Rill exiſts, 
but is ingreaſing ;: and, as the legiflatue of this country has, for 
near! three centuries, found, by experience, that with reſpect to 
penalties, che aſts of the ſtate art become à dead letter; and the 
ſtatutes obi the nealm are diſregarded; — that, in the mean time, 
the number of licenſea, and the quantity of liquor conſumed; are 

_ amazingly-increaſed : and the conſequentialchabits among the lower 
claſs, of people have; ogcafioned their maintenance and relief to be- 
come a ſerĩaus burthemvto that claſs af his majoſty s ſubjects, which 
39-NEXT in amber, as elbas importance, to the ſtates — a diminu- 
tion of the number of houſes licenſed: for the ſale of liquors is; 
therefore, the experiment., ſhould now be tried, an experi- 
ment: uchich, if it ſhould be ſomewhat injurious to the / revenue 
iumaliatelys will be mediately advantageous ;- and; wat all events, be- 
nefieial to the community's : and, if the experiment Karyn 
; nende community; it ue e the n. 
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* enen nee 5000 101 15 . 
A r 579141 rr Rae 1400044 p 
„nien , 10 eines sds s oed % 181650 1190, 
. very: few B Rrn_an 
| pristy of which there do net exiſt two opinions, the good 
aud the bad : the for and the agtänſt are fo interwoven in all 
our ſchemes and plans, that it is ſcarcely poſſible do nd any 
exiſting eſtabliſhment, in which, while: one mam or ſer of men 
ſees nothing hut good, another wilb ſee nothing but HI. We 
fair concluſiom to be drawn is, that, in all our Plans“ Init 
tions; and eſtabliſhments, there | exiſt both gbod ei; dur; 
as/ we will ſuppoſe hey are generally eſtabliſhel with a vie. 360 
rriſe from them, but only proceeds from a miſuſe; ' or imiſuppli- 
cation, ſhould not bei eſtimated as neteſſarily inheremt #9 the 
plan. The evil, in this reſpect, reſembles gluttomy and dran- 
kenneſs; no one bat will allo that meat and drimk ate a ne 
n good, altbongh Ihe miuſe of tem produtes-thaſs! vices. 


voluntary contribution among the members: of the club, While 
in health, to ſupport eneh other; by a wedkly | allowance, ven 
diſeaſed or diſabled by accident ur age; without Which Allows 
ance the majority of the members of moſt of them would re- 
ceive a weekly ſupport from the pariſh rates. Mut it may be 
ſaid they encourage drinking; + for, in general, their meetings 
are held at . 8 public- houſe ; and, probably, -inftances->mutpsbe 
produced where individuals hare returned from their moiitſiiy ot 
quarterly meetings Antoxicated2:'and it alſo may be” hinced; "that 
their annual meeting, when they dine together; too frequently 
| | is 
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general, every perſon is left at liberty t drink or not. 
theſe ſocieties, one of the firſt franding rules ig againſt” drün- 
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is a feaſt of intemperance; For Ariete 1 believe" that 
all feaſts are feaſts of intemperance, both of the poor and the 
rich. But it ſnould be added to dhe 'athorhit;' that, at feuſts in 


At 


kenneſs; therefore that ce is neither the ohect of theſe clubs, 


nor of the —: nn ctiſed under the 


idea of miſuſe. . N F 9 WL ib Mb «4H 

. and has ity enpb6dSMNS41h thin 
they mey be apphed to bad, ſeditious, and turbulent, purpoſes. 
It is allowed to be poſſible; and, more eſpecially, in manufactu- 
ring- towns z and there is no doubt but that inſtances of the kind 
have happened; that journeymen to different trades, in populous 
have refuſed to work but at a certain price; that ſeditious and 
treaſonable toaſts may have been drunk at theſe meetings; and that 
riot and diſorder may have proceeded from the door of the public. 
houſe they frequent. It ſhould be recollected that theſe inſtances 
only prove, where they have exiſted, an abuſe of theſe ſocieties ; 
and are;. by no means, erben 00-40% eng reren r 
uſe of them. 

But be that as it may: the particular parport of theſe ſheets 
reſpects the labouring- poor; the day - labourer in huſbandry, not 


the mechanic, the artizan, or the manufacturing- poor, any farther 


than as they are involved in the general conſideration of thoſe who 
may become a burthen on ſociety for their maintenance ; and theſe 
abuſes of friendly ſocieties have not as yet been found prevalent 
where this deſcription of men conſtitutes the majority. of the club, 
The country-village, or market-town, whoſe inhabitants do not 
riſe-tor:opulence by manufattures, has not produced any other than 
good effects from friendly ſocieties : among fuch bodies of men, 


' therefore, they certainly tend to good, ' as far'as their rules tend to 


good order, and the fund they voluntarily raiſe tends to relieve them 
"EI in 
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in caſes of illneſe and Altweg, when atharwiſerthe. relief maaſt;pro- 
. cecd from the poor's rates ent Yo nee ans fied? VN 
1 And the legiſlature hes: acted fromthe. ſamedpinion: may more ; 
jt has proceeded from an opinion of the grners/ good they do to 
ſcriety, throughout the kingdom, in all placts, and under all conſide- 
rations ; as well in the populous: manufacturing · to u¼as in the de- 
ſerted villages. , The parliament has acted upon - generaliprinciple ; = 
and applaud and encourage when the good is general, rrinfluenced 
by a For me ſimilar to . 4 the candid Ciitic vod 19111004 


HSt "ou 2? — 9d Lem yorly 
'Verum ahi ura nitene IE 
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* | Offendar maculis, quas WW: incuria  fudit © 
a3 43 129 Aut hiimana pariti Mag it % bas — . 
olan 2: ben Tse o AIMVINTION 1515 8 bo 9 
The aft of — — Me the laſt fefliongrforitthe 
encouragement!'of friendly ſveieties; authorizes me to! :afferts that 
parliament. appreves of them: generally,” both by the ꝓræatie tothe 
act, and by the ſolid and conſiderable encouragement giurib to them 
in the body of the act, only ſubjecting their rules to the pecon 
and approbation of: the juſtices at their quarter - felons. 5v01q yi 
The preamble to this wiſe and humane act of /-partiament Rats, 
that whereas the protection and encouragement of friently:ſovieties, 
in this kingdom, for,raifuigo/by-yoluntary ſubſeription vß che mem- 
bers thereof, ſeparate futals for the mutual relief and maintenance 
of the ſaid members, im ſitmeia, ald age rand infirmity; is. likely to 
be attended with very beneficiabeffedts, by promoting the happineſs 
of individuals, and, at the ſame time Aiminiſhing the public 
burthens. 1 it, 'therelave;o pleaſe your Mijeſty that it may be 
enacted, rn at anne Ham Jo. noten 113! 1H 
„Sec. 1. eee of perſons: may form themſelves mtd a 
ſociety, and raiſo among themſelves. a/fandrfor their mutual bentht, 
and make rules, impoſe ſines, &ca10l vibe! r ‚‚ 1153 booy 
+ Secs 2 and 3. That ſuch rules ſhall be exhibited to the juſtices iin 
uar ter · ſeſſions, who may annul or confirm them; andy af con- 
P p firmed, 
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. chafrofitha.rhoos; cmd 


be depoſited with him; and, until; their rules: are;.fo.c 
no ſociety ſhall be within the meaniog ef the AA, and no con- | 


firmed rule ſhall be altered but at a general meeting of the ſo- 


ciety, and the alteration ſhall be ſubjeth nee of N 


ter- ſeſſions. 


Sec. 5. Such ſociety may appoint officers; and Ganridics hall 
be given, if required. The treaſurers thall give bond to the clerk 
of the peace, and other officers to the wraſurer and the bonds ſhall 
not be chargeable with ſtamp-duty. 

Sect. 6, Committees may be appointed, whoſe beer if ſtand-⸗ 
ing-committees, ſhall be declared in the rules of the ſociety; and, 
if particular ones, ſhall be entered in a book, and ſhall be control- 


lable by the ſociety. 
Sec. 7, 8, and 9. The treaſurers or — * mall — out the 


ſurplus of contributions, and bring the proceeds to account for 
the uſe of the ſociety, ſhall render accounts, and pay. over-ba- 
lances ; and, in caſe of neglect, application may be made to the 
Court of Chancery, &c. and no fee ſhall be taken for ſuch proceed- 
ings in any court. 

Sec. 10 and 11. Executors mal pay money due to theſe ſocieties 
before any other debts; and the effects of theſe ſocieties ſhall be 


veſted in the treaſurers, or truſtees, NC. the time being, who may 


bring and defend actions 

Sec. 12. But the ſocieties muſt declare the Purpoſe of their eſ- 
tabliſhment before the confirmation of their rules by the court 
of quarter - ſeſſions; and... the, uſes to which the money ſub- 
ſcribed ſhall be applied; and may inflict penalties for miſap- 
plication of money; and ſhall not be diſſolved, unleſs by the 
conſent of five-ſixths of the then-exiſting members, and of all 
perſons receiving, or entitled to receive, relief from the ſociety ; 
and their ſtock ſhall not be deviſable but for the general purpoſes 


of the ſociety, 
Sec, 
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ger. rh 14. Their rules ſhall be entered in a — and re- 
ceived in evidence, and ithey tnay receive donations of any perſons 
out of the * ſociety,” which. mn the N of the 

Sec. 15 and 16. Where kay mqebere think nabe aggrieved) 
they may apply on oath to two or more juſtices, near to the place 
where ſuch ſociety is eſtabliſhed, who are empowered to act, and 
make ſuch order therein, as they ſhall think fit; but if; by the rules 
of any ſociety, any matter ſhall be lefr' to arbitration, the award of 
the arbitrators ſhall be final, | 

Sec. 17, 18, 19, 20. No member of a ſociety producing a cer- 
tificate thereof, ſhall be removeable from the pariſh where ſuch 
ſociety is eſtabliſned, until he is actually chargeable to that pariſh. - 
Theſe certificates ſhall be proved by oath of one of the witneſſes at- 
teſting them before a magiſtrate; and, on complaint of pariſh- 
officers, juſtices may ſummon perſons bringing certificates to be 
examined, and to make oath of their ſettlement ; and copies of 
theſe examinations ſhall be given to the parties, which ſhall exempt 
them from future examination; and juſtices may declare, by an 
order in writing, the place of ſettlement of perſons' ſo examined, 
without iſſuing a warrant for their removal; and copies of ſuch 
orders and of examinations ſhall be returned to the pariſh-officers 
of the place of ſettlement, | 

Sec. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25. Perſons, aggrieved by the adjudication 
of juſtices, may appeal to the quarter-ſefſions, and no perſon re- 
ſiding in any pariſh under this act ſhall thereby gain a ſettlement, - 
nor by paying of rates, nor any apprentice or ſervant to ſuch per- 
fon ; but baſtards ſhall have the ſame ſettlement as the mother, a 
ſhall reſide in any partſh, by virtue of this act. 

Sec. 26. The charges of maintaining or removing Se un- 
der this act, to be reimburſed by the pariſh to which the parties 
belong. The act to be deemed a public act, 
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This act of parliament will probably be ode of more * 


to the nation in general, than that enlightened and humane mem- 


ber of parliament, from whom the bill originated, conceived : 


unleſs, while he intended to raiſe a revenue flom the poor, in aid. 


of the poor's rates, and far the ſupport of themſelves, he, with the 
ſpirit of prophecy, foretold, from the effect of this act, the gradual 
decline, and, in the end, the downfal, of that ſervile and expenſive 
ſyſtem, the law of ſettlements. No one act of the legiſlature re- 
ſpecting the poor ſince the firſt corner- ſtone of the ſyſtem, the 43d - 
of Elizabeth, is ſo replete with good; it holds out to them every 
encouragement, and only reſtrains, as ſocieties or clubs, protected 
by the legiſlature, ought to be reſtrained, from doing miſchief to 
that very government which protects, encourages, and rewards, 


them. The compliance with the requiſition of exhibiting their rules 


to the juſtices at the quarter-ſeſſions is eaſy and free of expenſe ; 
the preſervers of the peace of the county are, at the ſame time, the 
natural judges of what rules may be inimical to that peace; the 
encouragement is ſubſtantial ; and the members of theſe clubs ſee 
it; for they crowd to have their rules recorded by the clerk of the 
peace; and the poor in general know the advantages; for they are 
ſolicitous to become members of friendly ſocieties. | 
| 1 2 835; 

* At the time this letter was written, the author was ignorant that the popniin par- 

ticular, and the county in general, were obliged to George Roſe, Eſq. M. P. one of 


the joint ſecretaries to the Treaſury, for this moſt excellent act of parliament z nor was 
he then perſonally known to that gentleman, but has now every reaſon to congratulate his 


county, that, by tht ſtrong and comprehenſive abilities of Mr. Pitt, applied to the ſubject 


of theſe letters, aided by the thorough knowledge and indefatigable attention of Mr. Roſe, 
together with thoſe other honourable members of the Houſe of Commons, who attended 
Mr. Pitt many times through the month of February, 1796, on the ſubject of the poor- 
laws, it is to be expected, that at length the nation will receive the benefit of an act of 
parliament, which may turn the preſent tide of idleneſs and en N * 12 
to induſtrious habits and a more moral line of conduct. | 
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N the Maa 1 cen of the Annals of Agriculture, are the 
rules of a friendly ſociety, inſtituted under the patronage of 
ſeveral gentlemen, whom the poor of a pariſh in Norfolk have the 
happineſs to'call their neighbours and friends; which rules appear 
to be very well adapted to the purpoſes of ſuch friendly ſocieties in 
general ; more eſpecially becauſe the control öf them is by theſe 
rules inveſted i in the gentlemen of opulence in the place, together 
with the clergyman; and becauſe the times of their meeting at a 
public-houſe are reſtrained to the four quarters of the year, and 
two feaſts, (poſſibly that might be better altered to one,) inſtead 
of obliging the members to meet monthly. The only article in 
which theſe rules appear to be materially deficient is, that the club 
does not in any form of words declare the purpoſes of its eſtabliſh- 
ment, although they may certainly be collected from the general 
body of the rules. A copy of thefe rules and orders ſhall be added; 
as they may tend to aſſiſt any perſon, into whoſe hands theſe pages 

may fall, in eſtabliſhing a ſimilar ſociety, on a better principle, and 
with better regulations, than thoſe uſually drawn up for ſuch occa- 
ſions; and the purpoſe of the ſociety ſhall be properly declared ac- 
cording to the direction of the act of parliament, called the Friend- 


ly-Society Act. 
Rules and orders agreed upon to be obſerved by the members of 
a friendly ſociety, inſtituted the day of in the 


year for the purpoſe of raiſing, by voluntary ſubſcription of 
the members thereof, and other charitable perſons who may be 
inclined to give contributions thereto, a fund for the mutual relief 
and maintenance of the ſaid members in ſickneſs, ee in- 
firmity, and old age. 8 

Art. 1. That no perſon, after the firſt cuntter-day after the 


eſtabliſhment of this ſociety, exceeding the age of forty-five years, 
1 nor 
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nor any perſon having any ep hace ntl or aber 
of body, ſhall ever be admitted a member.” 

2. That on the Saturday before the Fail moon preceding ;the 

four principal quarterly days of the year, hall be held the orgr ordinary 
meeting, in the evening, from Ken bad "nine in in the furaimer, aid 

from fix to eight in the winter. N 

3. That no perſon ſhall ever be aduitted A PETR wi 

the quartetly'meetings, and dy the majority of the truſtees preſent, 

as well as by a majority of the other members. 

4. That every member is to be preſent at the ſaid quarterly 
evetigs and to pay four-petice towards the reckoning of that 
evening ;. or, having ſome reaſonable excuſe which may be tranſ 
mitted to the ſociety by the clerk, and ſhall be admitted as ſach by 
the majority preſent, the clerk ſhall tender, for each, four-pence; or, 
if the excuſe be not deemed valid, then the member ſo abſent ſhall 
pay one ſhilling. The ſaid n to be put into the common 
ſtock. 

That whoever deſires to be admitted into this ſociety ſhall 
appear at one of the ſaid quarterly meetings, and if then and there, 
as above approved of, he ſhall pay down one guinea, (beſides the 
four-pence to be ſpent,) towards maintaining the common ſtock or 
fund, and thereby he ſhall become a full member: but, if not then 
capable to pay the whole, he muſt pay on each quarterly day, be- 
ſides the fouf-pence for expenſe, for the months immediately pre- 
ceding, one ſhilling per month to the ſtock, and ſo to be continued 
for twenty-one weekly months, and not to receive any benefit from 
the fund till the whole twenty-one ſhillings is paid. 

6. That there ſhall be two feaſts in the year; the one on the 
quarterly meeting before Chriſtmas, and the other on the Saturday 
before Whit-Sunday; and, in order to abridge the loſs of time as 
much as poſſible, the dinners not to be ready before three o'clock, 
as by that time, with a little management, the day's work may be 
Gniſhed ; for which feaſts way member ſhall, on admittance, paß 

one 
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one. ſhilling, and clear. his. club-arcears, il any be due, beds the 
payment of his wonted ſuhictintian. or be excluded; by which ar- 
rears. is hereby explained to be meant, a regular payment ſof one 
ſhilling for every weekly mouth during the continuance of this ſo- 
ciety, to be put into the common box ot fund. 

7. And, for the better regulating the affairs, of this vciety, the 
following nnn v 20... 

dt the heirs of the laid gentlemen, as pro» 
prictors of their eſtates in the faid. pariſh, and the rector or vicar of 
the ſaid pariſh, for the time bemg, upon condition that each of the 
ſaid gentlemen, their hars or ſucceſſars, ſhall pay two guineas 
towards the common ſtock or box, as qualifying TG for us 
truſt hereby. repoſed in them. 

8. That the majority of the ſaid truſtees ſhall cither W 
act, or chooſe two ſtewards out of the members of the club, to 
receive and pay all the money belonging to this ſociety, taking re- 
ceipts for whatever they pay; and if the faid ftewards, or either of 
- them, ſhall be found guilty of any breach of truſt in their office, or 
of fraudulently: converting to-any other uſe than that of the ſociety 
any ſum or ſums of money, or ſhall make any falſe or unjuſt ac- 
count thereof, they the ſaid ſtewards fhall, upon diſcovery, be forth- 
with diſcharged of their office, and expelled the ſociety ; and the 
aforeſaid truitees ſhall be accountable for, and ſhall make good, every 
embezzlement or injury the fociety mgy, through the negle& or 
fault of themſelves, or their ſtewards, have ſuſtained ; and the ſaid 
truſtees, or their Rewards, ſhall attend the ſociety before the firſt 
half-hour of each quarterly meeting is expired, or the ſtewards ſhall 
each forfeit one ſhilling to the box or common ſtock. 

9. For the ſecurity of the caſh or other public ſtock of the ſo- 
ciety, there ſhall be prepared a convenient, box, with three-locks and 
three keys, each of different conſtructions from the other, and each 
of the ſtewards to have a key, and the maſter of the houſe where 
the box is kept ſhall be in poſſeſſion of. the third; and there ſhalt 


always 


— 74 


—— — — 
— : n — — 
—— — — — — — - 
* 
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Wo „err 
not ol ear ct nor any money to be taken out, hut at the ſaid. 


_ falls, ogg as to: h 


a 


. bone, Jeg, arm, &. (except by drunkenneſs, wreſtling, foothall- 


alyrays be kept by. 691) ack tegedebesbes the 0 t 
each day's fegę int ar Ir toopedoghati-opcinthabor,  whichily 


dk meetings z..the .mony in than tine wanted by the 
ee g w by. he traten thai favwards... : 
40% Ee. become a full mem | «(ihe 


ee Melox after ſeven days notice — ſtewards 
og 152 een of them, Mall receive out of. the. hex or 

ztgecbig bed, a weckly allowance of. five 
illings a —— but, ir able to go ahont, net more than, four 


Gl 


thilings,, Kb be ball be ſo: fax, recovered, as to. follow, his grade, or 


epRIQHs Provided that his ficknels, or lameneſs, dogg: hot continue 
longer than one whole year; but, if it does, then he ſhall receive 
wo ſhillings and ſixpence a week, for gs long.a time.as he ſhall be 
Lick "Hats if apy, ſuch member. ſhall xecoyer.-before-the ſeven _ 
lays notice is expired. he will nat be. entitled to, anꝝ weekly . 
| Ani wt no abtawer SBA moat nents 
nb „ Jo. caſe the ſtewards. ſhall have ſicknels, urgent hefnot;;or 
be otherwiſe diſabled, with reaſonable. cauſe, the truſtees. may ap- 
point ſome other member (for, whom. likewiſe:they are to be rr. 
ſible). to officiate ar act i an. their, ſtead. od Iſt long = | 
12. Whereas, an gpotbecary. will, be gonſtantiy 8 for * 
ſervice of this Jocigty, pd is to. be paid out of the common ſtock, 
and every other proper caſę recommended to the county-hoſpital, 
it is hereby farther, agreed, that every member (the clerk - excepted). 
thall Pay. ſixpenge, ati there. quarter ly meeting after the aceident 
happened, into the fund, towards paying the extraordinary expenſe 
that may oceut upon any one of the members which may break a 


Playing, &c. ) or ne ſuch n be ande, and during | 
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the time any member” receives money from the box, he ſhall be er- 
| Wümme ne Wan 
and broken ens ne 
enge Whenever any: member dies all the members are to attend 
his funeral: and a (the cler excepted, who is to give notice of the 
bann! theit-comribote,” at the firſt quarterly meeting after the fu- 
ds defraying the expenſes of his funeral, 
{e6;-uncheviry-mantibcr;-who” does not fo attend, ſhall pay on the 
ſubſequent quarterly night one ſfulling into the box, or, in defect of 
either of thoſe payments, to be for the future excluded; except the 
euſe uf the ſmall - pox, when no attendance will be required; © 
14. Whenever any member dies, there ſhall be allowed out of the 
ban for his burial one guinea and 2 half; eee 
children, to them two guineas. | 
15. And, on the death of every full member's lawful wiſe, the 
huſband; giving notice to the ſtewards, ſhall receive one guinea and 
a half from the box, (if demanded,) the ſaid quarterly meeting - 
night-after-her deceaſe, towards paying the funeral-charges; upon 
which occaſion every member ſhall, on the ſame night, or whenever 
they appear, pay three-pence towards it, or be excluded. 
16. The ſtewards ſhall each go once in ſeven days to viſit each 
ſick member, and ſhall be allowed for each viſit, at the next meet - 
ing, fixpence, if no complaint ſhall be by the ſick preferred againſt 
him or them, at the next general meeting, for want of proper atten- 
tion and care; and the ſaid ſtewards ſhall forfeit to the box one 
ſhilling, to be paid at the next meeting, for every time that he re- 
fuſes to go; but, if it be found that any member has brought upon 
himſelf ſickneſs, diſtemper, inſirmity, or inability to follow his 
trade or employment by debauchery, intercourſe with lewd women, 
venereal taint, drunkenneſs, fighting, wreſtling, or football - playing, 
in ſuch ſort of caſes, he ſhall not have any weekly allowance from 
the ſociety ; or if any member counterfeits himſelf ſick or infirm, as 
OE EAT 


Te by 


- 


eee eee 


within three days givo notice to one of theoſtewandapdiobe fortever 


bis government, or fall Yay 'wagers,” or dur ſe, fwenr, luaſbbume, talk 


un TITER: 1 


— 


alt * 


ance or ſupport, ſuchi member fall fbr ſurnrej:be excluded 
from every benefit which might otherwiſe have accrued to hich Tπ,j 

the ſociety And; when ang member. ir far recovered em his 
ſickneſt or indiſpoſition as to be able to folbwihis:bufincſs; d (hall, 


excluded, unleſs hepays to the box, at thie nent gennabteeting some 
whole week s ullowance: And, if any memberis:knownbpanyother 
member to work during the continuance of his -allowariceprhe-thall 
de-enpelied; as ſhall alſo: that other member he dor not-inform 
the ſociety of it; and the ſick or infirm are to. be i 
the truſtees or their ſtewards) ic os n m pe 
And; that every thing may at aii times / be tram ſacted wich 
regularity, decency, and decorum, in this ſociety, a member. or 
member fai have any drink of any kind toi themſelves ſeparately 
from the teſt of the ſociety, nor ſhaft any liquors beradmittod into 
the vοm where: the ſociety meets \durinig-uhe time of their fitting, 
but what is ordered in by the ftewardsy and when tie appointed 
and limited hours for the ſitting of this ſociety are expired, one of 
the ſtewards ſhall give notice (thereof, and everyone of the members 
ſhall depart the room in a civil and peaoeable manner, and it. mall 
accosdingiy be icteared:by one of the ſtewards before he departs tlie 
room. And if any member, during the time of the ſociety's fitting, 
Hall ſpeab irxeverenthy of the Almighty, diſrepect fully bit Majeſty or 


achſtenely, uſe Taunting, 'reuiling; ur abuſive, language, or apporentiy ſeehs 
#0.qnurre{xoirh any of dibromenbers; he (hall ſubmit to a fine, to be put 
into the common ſtock, ſuch as the majority of this ſociety ſhall 
think fit to impoſe, according to the nature and cireumſtances of 
the e een not e two e, nor be leſs than 


fixpence. 


' # 18. and if any member, e ſhalt 


mn ill of, * on, any member or members of 
the 
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dhe {oricty,.om105\f00-what has cheen ſaid or agreed to by the fo- 
Sende hall-$orfeitfiverthrllings to the common unn 
-oludedkic! o bone ed Sith gin , eee ee moi 
in 19. No part of the enmmon ſtock ohethiccfaciy 60 be:lent out, 
uni upon lawini iatereſſi qgeverument ſeeutity, and witho tho con- 
ſent of theengjority-allembled,>at one of their quarteripmectings,.. 
noa. Af the io afitangiof the members d] hm e foriety - 
room, or be therein vnbile he is preſent, he 2thail, foufaitibaxpence! to 
the fund, beſicdes immediately Jeading her out, duden hnj]]pͥ fu far · 
feiting his right to any part of mn 
chin facietpiuicr t e way ee 16 ot 2h Ste 1 10 yaa! u, 
21. If any member be caſt into in for debt ihm Wall ansbabe 
allowed to pay any ſubſeription or forfeitures, nor receive any part 
of the ſocietyis property while in priſon. When he comes ont, he 
(hall be roceived again at a member, without coſt ar chavgeio 11372 
22. The eleile ſhall. be allowed the ſame beneſit fram the bam as 
any other member of this ſocioty, without being ſubject to pay any 
money towards it, except for forfeit e. 
23. The caſh and minute books to be bought: out of the common 
ſtock, and alſo to be rene red as often as ſhall be neceſſary, and the 
minutes of each meeting to be regularly ſigned by» the truſtees or 
ſtewards preſent, and may: at any time be inſpected by any of the 
members, on payment ere Rn and n ta the 
common fund, + Arcen five} norton; sd 
24. eee of this ſociety, 
at the time of each Whitſuntide meeting, to make an annual agree» 
ment with a ſurgeon and 1 n 1 e ee 


men e e 505 / ou 
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tb being niir i generul, deri vum from and dre conftarthpcaliding 
theiſoporviſon of our 


_ taftitbermumbcraifathoſe: fall under 
penmiastste nach ebovritt sd 190181; e ord e, n 


Suden itaſhould firſt he underſtod; dh ſer bunten huſban- 
dry ljoutneymteup aur ſervariee 40 u trade dr Mandfastbry, al. 
thong ay mRNA properly ws E Inftanices} u dried menial 
ferbages arg aνj˖ẽi eonfidertd 2in ther full pages j becauſe their 
tond ub %,ũHdd by rat of parhiambhty and they are under 
the 1cognazarice vof ith} vuαgiſtrate j but ,,' dn, a are neceſſury 
in the arrangement of domeſtic economy, a ate retained for the 
purpoſes of luxury, vanity, or oſtentation; and thoſe' domeſtics 
are ſo intermixed in the various departments of -ſervice, that it 
is not eaſy to ſeparute chect, ah it would be very difficult, in 
the arrangement of an any, perſon' s houſehold, for a ſtranger to de- 
termine what ſervants arg. of domeſtic uſe. and neceſſity foldy; and 
what are ſupernameratys vr tetained for the gratification po viewy 
or luxury. ieee 45 28 alive N 067 tow ẽ e⁰ιie%, . 
But, in whatever department they may be engaged, they, in theſe 
times, are principally derived from that claſs of our fellow-ſubjects 
wich Räte been the immediate object of our attention; aid not 
Sant A. more reſpectäßte ekaſs of kittens! whole chikiren former 
thought it no difpara difpark geht be retditcd" in Famifies of üperit 
coffſideration or — | 
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* chought that's fon 
or daughter, who-was'retained, as a menial ſervant, in a houſe of 
wealth and oonſequenꝰ l M placbd in u fſplctable fituation ; and 
the beſt principles of honeſty, ſobriety, and civility, were inculcated, 
that \ thaiwbchildeds m htiqueſerte themſelves: im thoſe re 7 4 
whinb;thengoodricendudh: and; reputation: off their: pare ty 
tained for ,. Mfr to rafts ans of ngivmot baybuty od 0h 
An, thaſe days the hinder ni, f maſter and / ſervant wercirecia 
procally<performed+7: Fh ſereants, am cthtins paetzoftronddforrebe 
goed-will of 'thoſe they ſerved;:ky: diligence; hae ly, ifolriety, ines 
gular-behawour, and attentiantd the inderuſte rob their im ẽʒãui˖ͤj 
retainer, \by/aweconemic uſa of fath property! as thepwereemtuſtet 
with ;- and they were rather humble friends than 
and then απ]Jã ũZ ern, off their mage; their diet weit indg- 
ing, and ſuchpart of then clothing aa they agreed for otiqad vice 
the encouragement. the progetion, the friendſhip of mem ani 
ployer, and ſeldom chantzed their place, but when dhey changed 
life of ſervitude far a:dife of: ind nrdence Fhis grocipirocit not 
duties and affections in t heantifully exemplified by >Shakefpear >it> 
| * nA gy Svrmono2 gi flacnoh to mmemonnetts arlt N 

hb Hon bum noi 10 WII ViHxul 10. eloqiug 
nn M. will followitheeri HII Ot 21h 
„ e eee er 5? ot vn 1on . 


4H @ 541 'Orlinds, 6 MlotlStuaghghohanyas lore 307 HIS IYNBTIR Af 
b wishes ur Mt) a cee v 'BOW itte: 
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| Limp'iio pure Ibn z tilb herbe ht iſumrtd ? n ag 
| Oppreſs'd with two weak evils,. age and hunger. 0 

Troy 017 t l ee dach a hit, tr2m118qb 19VS] toc ot dl 
org Walls! a¹õẽEju e 2169 728 mont bavied vigcnang , eom 


Thus theſe, kinder, duties. were Larmexly,reviprocally performaks 
our Shakelpear has not folowed txnih and nature in portraying 
Shred er gn rn 1 dguol 
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Akut, does the dtamarof thenpreſentritagotiokb-ont doch cam ple 
. to ourwiew?; Alas, no! Yet the ſtage: filkprofiefies with iin 
«qualtcuthy. to-baldtheemitror ap red Uthe wirtne im bwn 
_ image; vide her dun likrnaſs. Lact bs mbit gdgbaierths wheodern 
ſtage gires us: fr modern ſerrants. The ¹,jj ien calte High 
Life below fa i un point: no one hac πνο f ο,hE,u4mpaſtieſs 
of) the repreſantat ion ta the rrality off a oder ſeruani hall 
Where qublic,oby thrin unanimous appibbation..ofot theauic 
ropraſentatiany haue Rempad: it with tha reputation of being run 
exact picture af real liſe, bei it, alle wed tot atgue from it as from a 
fas! it ig, nt thoileaſt, a leſa degrading and more cleanty;:rhannes 
ata pine ache Falk, eee to che able to 
aſſert it as ſuch. 1 loot et inen bis 
And can maſters and müden abe i dbey in xFhatever Kation 
of. rank and opulence it may have pleaſed the Almighty to place 
them, k eDwing that ſuch things are, t ſufſer themoto be? T 
canm and they da, becauſe they are paſſaſſed with fears and ap- 
prehenſions,::more alarming than thoſalariſing from the diſſi- 
pation-pd! their proparty, and which force them” tamely to ſub- 
mit ee e e and eb een . Ns Tha 
domeſtics:o! - 7 
eke tee . fi en and is foltered 
by vanityz which hourly ſubmits to the groſſeſt indignities in pri- 
vate, to ſupport an appearance of magnificence in public, after the 
fundamental baſis of all real Wem 2 of er is 
| departed. | OS0}25030 NORTE D014 8 393 
And, did the evil ſtop Vs this decription, were only 
the proud, the vain, the oſtentatious, and thoſe whoſe character 
correſponds with Salluſt's terſe expreſſions, the alieni appetentes, ſu- 
erum-projufi; ſubject to theſe degrading and vexatious circumſtances, 
the evil ought to be left to correct itſelf ; or, in other words,” the 
piniſhment flowing fromthe xrime; the fufferers ſhould: receive no 
— from the interference of the ra they are pilfered 
7" "000; 
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byt and: ſtand R is no more 
than they defiirezy e ee ee et ee 1 e 190 0 
But, unfortunateiy ſoruui ranks und denominations of people in 
this kingdom DUð ard fo farietevated, by cirrumſtaners, above the 
waht of the necefiarics of life as to keep a dorneſtic, they are all in- 
volved in thet contagion -and ſuffer in their private econoiny and 
domeſtie comfort; from the prevalence of 4 vire:envouraged by the 
great. Becauſe mnꝗ onthe nabob, or the commiliary parnpers'a 
fwrarm- of unprineipled wretehes. in his houſehold; O pibfer mf 
bis property, the muſt humble maſter in the vale of private life maſt 
ſubmit to ſimilar depvedationt, ocean his on ſhoes this i ſurely. 
an evil, as it e 

the guilty ought to feel. * | „ tt 28.368 UL 

But, althhugh we Siſlberiend de schu des the diſeaſe; it is not 
an eaſy mattes to / peim out the dure; the legiftature ſeemns either 
not to have thought it a blot in the police of the country or it ĩs 
a blot they: have been cautious of hitting ; the only attempts made 
were in the yrats 192g and 179, in which: laſt year an acd of) par- 
lament ſubjeted-theſewho give 4 forged character, on ſtated in a 
eharacter of a ſeryant what was not true, to a penalty of 200. 


This can be but of little ſervice as the act is framed; for, the firſt 


elauſe reſpects only thoſ ho perſonate a maſter or'-miſtreſs;/ &c. 
and give any falſe, forged; or counterfeited, character to any perſon 
offering as & ſervant oc 10S pants I OATe Ht Ages 

.- The» ſecond clauſe guos oniy to thoſe: who ſhall aflert that a ſer- 
unt Ber dect hired for a period or ſtation other than ſueh period 
or ſtation as · he or tb Has been hired img C eee e 
The- chird, to thoſs-who' Mall uſſert᷑ thab a ſervant was duſchargeth 
ac any other time, or had not been hire in Hy previous" , 
contrary to the fact: and there are nd othir claus reſpectingogi⸗ 
ving charactero of ſervant s. „ g live offs 
Fh feurth and fifth Clauſes reſpect oniy the perſons u loffen 
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was dana 15299! bud chaſe ünſtances where the value | 
 emheaslbd did not mdr ſhillings, :which-arc at debſt-6qUalto 
ten pou afithopreſent moneyy\arcrnot Jabjedits: the act; and; 

iu ie wall known, che depredations of ſervanis>gte>igencrally-com- 
poſed of a maſs of minutie, ſuch as, iu vine beer in ſmall 
nntities 4: ach; item. being ind i idaually of valec; and the 
act of, gmbendling difficult! of: profi i host taſy tunit, and thut 
facility ol ommiſſion. ariſing from ca ncueſſir enden repoſed 
in therſerwunt. d n¹h˙e him to de the duties of his) place; for the 
perforſpana g which, ho i, hiced av cho of his food, clothing, 
and nH]νj̊ wages; therefore, an im of parliament conſti · 
tuting /a sſingle inſtance of embezalement' of the property of his 
em player. ſelany. beithe value what it auay,: would have the ſame 
effect 8.thoſe ſtatutes, which aahe.it felony; to ſteal a trifling 
value in property, high, neceſſarily ſnom cthe; mature of it, lies 


oled ta: depredationss at, probablyc tha putting the property 


_ efipeople,. with veſyedt to their ſervants, on the fame fosting as 
wood, turnipa, cab &. are placed with teſpect to people 
tcaling them forthe b rſteence, on ſummary prcof before; a 
Magiſtrate, commitment to the: honſe of correction for a limited 
nen ann of and offence felony 1 if followed: up, by-troating 
A ——— indicable-ax, the nen of which eon · 


ants a character given for honeſty, and proof of the maſter or 
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Ide. Suh n ee ele roba ih b effecte tft 
->; Harivhercamaperty tbo rnſtabliſtivch vy unxverſat vßl D 
all-thoſe who!retain any menial ſervante, a ſenſe of tectitadeannd 
vun , n RhüripeiD wo the cr wett arb gion of 
n ene nb too beiqueſactioſhdatdbe) dh a abu ard 
ne e ae ſrmbhed in the beta a heck anole 
bar of a cunt of juſtiae i if the character of a r ᷣ eee; 
and ne Ktuntedt that hanuften ite tuſpolti too ue honefth Kirvo 
lodijey, d materia, poles g ru ond % e 
the truth the: bel trield, \oand-netbing bat A U lu her ef aht 
chavQer ſhy fpeatrofthe) fovantuas he in}; noting taramis 
nor. ſa dowd ght in mie U 0900920 dame lo betogq 
During the/ lileypitodayiuob: peace vnd proſperityy those 
ſhowed his, attention 10 thofe ig! ah; middling: varies. 8826Ger\, 1 
xoKoying thond! frame thidutycon'ferhale ſervants lu well 
doth becauſe, thei thn wav nor! produRiivey 20 beceute ihe we lan. 
popular; ſhawl tho prefentineveſſaey war We ge 
intoughous · undther em τν of len thaw Hs Meld bus 
ſurely ſotnamhat might be vaiſct-fof: tlie ce vonuej fre number 
ef our countrymon and worker in ſer wee, Wh oottainily AH be 
ſiuid to be otter fen waage yl per cuge Upd. Ter 
wages, to be retulned byittitir tf niifivers, dccouritdble to ti 
coltedtors of the ſervantvſ aa ch. ny (Rervatity denvitig their Praues 
witkim a year zen telb fer SeAge if WHth K Ychrs'7 —.— 
he — — real cas 0 
actually and D bueduce the numbehöf Fe a0 
donvicted, ſummarny defore 4 w4gHN, D eWEI iH 
refuſal to pay wages y und this 1968 Wel weſpect to Yhe fue Uf 
ir umay be-ſemppored on the followingi gener ycaliourvd RPE ARG 
nomaſtetr on aniſtreſd > willingly 
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and manufactures, are, by various 44e of parsen e 
a juſtica at the peace; andis as help, a@s hays . 
and in eaten f e ati ohe an cer x; nag e Charles 
the — tm ade inf ein, 


thatthepdtye:hatl:che: advantage, 


.-5Wkadiotherteaſons: Myr ge e 
cipia i ſimilani ta thst for, regulating ; 
and ſerxenislin hubandry, and-adaptcd 40 
ſaeyants, hiced For: the purpoſe of. dameſiie ar 

faiiſig nh ot be . 
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dus ofuthey fame claſs, and. geſtription of-R 


_ conſiſded:afizidid theypr the, cadgjs « il 
in ſthe hingams were they now as formerly,1jn, the. families of 


dur Dm. be younger: children of geſpefta hauſes ; or. did 
then (proceed from, the tenantiy of Kingdom; and 
aſſiltglibewe Ar chen did: Shen, by þeing;fomeltigated in che houſe 
of thris:immediogs ſuperior, ta ie chain of connection, 
which, in the time of the feudal tens ſubſiſted from the cot- 
tage to the. throne; there would then be no occaſion to reſtrain 


their conduct by ſevere laws of the ſtate; their actions would then 
be under the info cf THAT in a Taperior 3 to whom, in 
thoſe times, they were accuſtomed to look up, as to a patron and 
protector: but ſuch] chunectians and ſuch habits have paſſed away 
with the ſyſtem which familiarized them to our anceſtors z and our 

_ !19ineſanti of domeſtca aryles, {ram A different, quarter, is 

chi different principie;ahcidens, and. for. the-lafety of our pf 
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of neil fende p which; iv ttreſe uy 9bfolberaliny; and 
f6, Muy Wen üs Lerne u founded dn lahm or- liboradpriris 
z but which, in fact, flow from the neceſſity oÞ tlze2cals} 
u calls aloud de eee r rY 
ſtrained, and cheir peculations to be repreſſed; W intunirighltzia 
. that good ſefvinitsHoukt undoubtedly be brsugkd foo 
dane ldaitet roper erte of reward und cheviragewons; .thes belt 
Lo: ere en are lengtk of Uthe in wiþtace, 
2 Ae handſomely, and with a good charuf@vigca 
eng If th 'wiges they have received, uteri the wages 
of bo tha three” fi o# pr are tetu@ed; to be paid? tutti bye Heir 
maſter or miſtteſt, ot” 
wages, might be the 


ſervice, iti! additiim bed ſtheir 
beterat reward, by che ſanctiom uf uh odor 
parliament to chat "purpoſe; ide? ſueh ub footy, ( forij che ien- 
couragement of ood ſtt vate au is eſtubhſhed in !thermetropotis, 
ſhould be generally fübferib st 405! of fimilar \ſotletics,” beirigieſta« 
bliſhed throughout the Kinga i ould/render fork un Interference 
of eee Iss alt do mit ad: or. dad 
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ment and. th pon. 
by certain rules agreed, upon Bee e 
a ei La s.of parliament hack pape cinodrpvrariog 
e hem, that otbe nord h vg hen An 
regulated within thoſe diſtricts, -accoming d thei. 
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information: that. can be obtained: from theö di-. 
l. Aung e i on 36 HOT. gef 
; ce of this engagement I determined; to yifit the houſes 
of induſtry which: have been erected yeithingthe Suffolk; 
that, from actual inſpection, perſonal inquiry, and: demon- 
ah. pl op facts . reſpecting; — of 


ther of the conſequences, Which, bave. ariſen 19; dhe public 


from might, with ſome certainty, be ſtated and that 
ſome ee, might ht made on thoſe facts. and 
1 A 5 7% 2850 1 NN Is + - wee ict * „ 

uc ' notices as were talen o the ſpot, and the informations "= 
received, ünce, by letter, from the gentlemen wha attend to the 
management, of them, with. ſuch alſo as haue, by their direction, 
been communicated. by letters. fram th, governars,. ſhall be ſtated, 
according to the priority, in point of time, of the ancorporating- 
acts, and the erection of the different houſes of induſtry. "oY 
The middle of the ſummer was. the time choſen for the excur- 
ſion; and the houſes; were anſpected, as ſuited convenience, from 

cight in the morning until, eight at night. 
1 following queſtions were put to the governors of the 3 
of induſtry, and their anſwers to them minuted, when ſatisfactorß 
| anfyers could de obtained, and are incorporated: wich the other in- 
formation .colleced, In . e der ere N or atterdade 
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e mn pb: We, heel und ORKEGA OV beef Af. 
nite; fen de creckiön ef the Köüle, aittnafly de 29104 Senses 
een eee wer che Tat ie, r way dz 1 
e Has ahy afid Whatf gert ef the debe WnithH 19 ary” 
of par deen pa i eee eee boy go): N70 
eee verrate ing che tri dec htatcl ec Meret 
dt diminifh ll de on bad gra H een Wande ein 
_ 5/0Wiarure che tharefature if l te ber e 7 
6. Is the ſale of any of the manufactures, and Wie 2 
diminiſhed by the vibe e Erna” yoo! * 4 2 of the 


7. Are thePaorpor on chem), rt ew mdf, cee, 
agriculture Þ7lod 065 {Hl Hg N 3Þ@w" ae 9: Wl hy 


. 12" anyopanicutit” aeni"eflabinke" YE more ordinate an 
another, e an por daf ute ee ture Ur , l 11 
eaſe? © f 3G NHD Dei 67165 M021 Ef: 41905 M01 
Theſe queſtiohs- wore antlutated för thi Plirhc bac” 
judgement whether theſe infiitutions tend tc Incfeäiſe he'd . 
of human life, te diminiftt the Poor tte; both In Wes 8 
and war, and alſo to form ſome fen ef the 'Goniparative' . 
ariſing in theſe houſes from tlie tmamfffactures of wool and Hein mp: 308 

The hundred dF Cblfels aH CAE rd Wirt intotÞorated," by act 
of parliament, in the 29th year of his late tnajeſty's reifh ; and heir 
houſo of induſtry ia tHe pivifh of ARS WAY Built ftr i359: fr and. 
firſt zn habited in 17 91049 e 22 Ar d be 24A 

The information hie ebuld be ORs the! Por! Inyo 
not much te de depended oh; the gdverich WAP HIP ife iag: 
from home · When the vit ws Mad, REEL WR dk Ih (ef 
onthe ning of the Wha e645 Hr 466 Pelfon in- U Wa 
was able to give any material information. ly. Lot n 
follew't 24 ite bog Vo pil u t Yet vid ννẽœv RATE: 
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The dormitory is too much. crowded theegp! Mawr bogs in 8 hed 
two men : there ought to bę he more: than two children in a bed, 
and one mm d This number i ne bed occafionet#®#he air to be 


5 di ſagreeahle en lv The mae the 
other houſeg;: | ht our 0 A 20 RF: L 3 
The dining-hall is . 885 commodious. 4e 
Land, in Dccupation by tho hauſe, five; acres. ite 0 . are 
kept. Only one man at work in agriculture, no bos. 
The poop are now, allowed mare liberty, without te walls of the 
area on which the houſe and Wees ſtand, Fro 3 and are 
more healthy than they were. 3 
The following anſtrer to the foregoing e . 
. ted to me by Mr. John Enefer, clerk to the guardians of the houſe, 


5 renn e ee enn 
. houſe, :- 3 4 9 99 „ its | 


| 8 Lo...” ; 7 81. , ” * 8 oe * 
— p 
* * 


80 NACTON HOUSE OF- INDUSTRY... 1 71 22 


Taz MI 1 SELL 0 evins-ſpinning, ma- 
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_ menales,. and hooping-cough. FR by ; FL y 5 
3 bungred of Blything was | incorporate e 
induſtry, built on a riſing ground in the fre pariſh 7 
a 1 5 Blib urg. 
r They haye two manufactures for ghe,vis of th ID 
and woollen, for ſtockings and einn 
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ha: Ihen 4 ue ea amm 1 bee Ve ws £1 
any chile n are admitted nithout their parents, —_— 

FI oF 13 . Poungls, are annually rad 4% out-pen- 
ne, Ges —4 1 5 eg 16 "Ip 1) 1 $15 800 
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k me of the . poor's, rates. annually. in ith 
pa 0 e 5 n the. hundred of 8 not above 
fat 1 the pound, which ade ge diminiſhed, gue-eighth f in 
1780, when half 1 the debt was pap. umu nher. 


and ff zþe. poox are, at prbegt, employed, in agdieqlture. 
In .1781, 8 putrid fever raged in the neighbour ogd : the town 


975 Bliburgh loſt W abi of its inhabitants 1 this -hauſe loſt 130 
its poor. 
Twenty- -fixe. acres. of land belong, to. the houlg 3. thirty acres 
are hired „ ſome for the. plough,.. ſome. lies in paſture, ſome in 
garden. 
5 Sir John Rous, Bart, Was 10 obligiog as to ſend me a liſt of ad- 
mifß ans and deaths in dhis. honlb fineoithe inſtiustiom by which it 
appears, that, from October 13th, 166, to Auguſt Sth, 7 
ns thoùſand two hundred anq ſenen paypers have been 3 q 
and one thouſand thive hundred and cightyone have de? 
The bundredt of Mutford and Lothingland were incorporkted' in 
1764 : their hauſe oFoinduftey 5 is. in the paviſh of Oultoy/ hear 


Loweſtoft, and has.been;þuile ewenty-ſeven 'years, | „„ Ora is 
The 
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come * vogkin hundred a y 
wiſts from earnimgs !? - -f15 loch ” 1 1 , T 
The ſum bamomed was 6204), © 728785 i 5 
3000. The houſe is' erected on A beg | _ 
288. Poer. För che Bet n te 5 hundred 
were admitted annually ; bur nope — number How 3 a1 ts 
— — Tdh of the! ors cen pa 
beſides 300, a debt contracted. when the houſe was under _ 
nagement. | wap . 42443 e 53 um DL 218 1151 I Yi 

The poors rates were advanced,” in 1981; "Wh be cell” hore 
than the aſſeſſment of the pariſhes, When incorporated and d. 
not been ee Ans of the debt eotitiiths"W 34 
annually = ert M be, t 


The regiter bf deaths hab ot been regularly kep pt dlftik wg Regt 
years of the Inſtitufion ; bot tlie deen lat 
fix years; has been eleven F a Nuhr. Id 200 


The prevailing manufacture is, making” nets fot tid berfing- 
fiſhery. | The {ncrebuints\futnich- the toine, and it 18 add b by 
the: var. l1ygddnroad: 2d Jt DOUG 6.1671. A. 
Hemp: dike they” OY manufatturid kf the Haute; bar 
lately, the weaying has been put out. N 
Woollen yarn is alſo ſpun" but the trade ĩs at preſetit bad; 
therefore, only ſuch are crjptoyed/ i fpinning wool Who can do 
rr elſe. fas 
A child's ſtint, either for; beuidinx nete, qitthing yarti TY 
1 fourpence a ne eee not above lesen eite of 9 
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Sometimes ſome of the Wer are fer vdr U würk in e 
ſixpence a day: their employment is eeny Werding. 
Weekly earnings of the houſe, ohen würgte, four pounds 
Out- allowances were; laſt year 5 Fl Eg tre rather Ifftreafiflg. 
but ſuppoſed to be bad wake, at r Me ba 
diminiſhed. 

— Land, 
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The hundred of Wang ford incorporated 1764s e aw oft 
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Beceles, Has t'twenty-ſix'/yeats. 
are incorporated)” The annual income fm weite ares in dl 
The: generül mu of poor in the bouſe abe tes handed; 
of deaths" abt Weary in a year: amount of labour, cabourthrit 
poundy'/awatk2 their employment ſpinning ſor the Norwich win. 
 nidifatifers! chere is no manufactory in the hoe. 
Out- allowances, about eighty pounds a ar. 
Sbadren ale taken from large families. 222008wotis»bmzc ol 
Original debt: 8 g of whie-gooal0 in/paid. bn) yi 9 
Land, forty-five acres ; twenty- ſeven of them aruble. Nis cose 
We Marmb[3rm: & 7097 datt DO EI Hof 17. f 1 
re 18 no chapel; they attend the pariſh- church? 

Abe bundreds of Loes and Wi Iford were incorporated 1 in "agg 5 

The houſe of induſtry, which is in the pariſh of Melton, was 
ee en year, and is on a more extended and expen- 
five, ſeale than any yet examined. Their dining-hall is very ſpa- 
cious. and neat, as are the dormitories. There are apartments 
appropriated to the ſurgeon ; and thoſe belonging to the gover- 
nor are arge and convenient, The cellars and offices are excellent. 
The boys ſchool and the girls ſchool àre doth of them good rooms. 
There are alſo rooms which are made uſe of as a penitentiary lodg- 
ing for refractory people, and thoſe guilty of offences which require 
ſolitary reſtraint, by virtue of the act of parliament, enabling theſe 
1 2758. to borrow: an n additional ſum of money, which 122 


* gee” nes of induftry were viſited, and the notices of them 
taken, by Samuel Briſe, Eſq. of Clare, a near relation and worthy friend, who accom- 
panied me to all the other houſes of induſtry in the county, 
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own. uſe; the profits on the laſt are confidenably/dinjnifhrd) by 
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Tha number lof pope chet home ie batwera ago Und pen 
Their out alle wances areolarge; by the [laſt cus and orders, 
des up for regulating he proceedings ef- the dirgarsrand act 
ing.gyuartians; printed q although they e h m 
the Jymsito_bargliowed with. prudence x: th do nb fe g to har 
taken care that the number of poor. Lecce outrgllM 
ances, ſhall be ſufficiently edocgd.c hy. obliging them 19-5095; 1040 
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Theſe — are the caſe: of the increaſe. of, SN enge, 
26 far 80 they tend do the: old ſyſtem. to avoid which Wa c- 
ſion of etectiug abe ſe huuſes. yinowt- ; . de e 
By a letter which I was favoured with from a gentleman, gf this 
aua it ee benen g- e debt of theſe hundgeqg va 
„t botrmoqroant 19G N 01 ge e Ns iy br ent 
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r I hatalg ſent bim aq ueſt- 
eee huodceds. 2 


and Wilford, and to inform 0 e on of che hunde 
decreafed; in which, ar faking [kc ir tin his power PEERS 
neee Ou Ce ET SIG 7 dr 
The account . 
notoriouſſy contrary to fact, and equally impoſſible Dre ſuch ip» 
formation. I have no cop of day letter, and therefore cannot attempt to the error, 
bt eſt you vi do me the juſt 0 leave my name out entirely in your intended new 
edition.” ' Fa HUG YOO3 DONS 219029 y10326 Nen 407 2 80 
P Ma | 
this edition and now I muſt do ei, the juftice to print that part of bis letter, dated 
Ce A ns eas ay Carne NR 
whether or not the information contained therein juſtifies the abſtract given in the 
eo e which abſtraQ is here re-printed without any alteration. 


463 WM 104 Olk IE LIB CYRIL edo Worte ' a 8100 * 
510346 GUN ein ee ne 1, 1 . „ is eee ee d node 
ee debt was fd alu 197 ent 4% o be boiner 
Fay pe is £10050, | 
Rx 3 and 
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7200 the prin ddwis 16,690. — poor's 
pours. theſe ee get more, - Marſhal- 
ſea- . in the dun pally, eſtimating. at | 


| — whe the hundreds were ee and that they re- 
mai the ne. 252.1010 noitahi zem ur a ae U), ME 


ice pesd, . 
Baden v ne 2 Rye ns 461 Fre rtibtfün A 
thiv teſpeeel further nbacktp ne not Huvifig beer di ht bffter longer 


than mini nil d gewaty i banmogeirodyorncmitmor 


N Age el. muſter / ang fehodd-miſtreſd, refide in the houſe. 
2 Thee were between thirty and forty inſtmi und — — — 
te wand ; bat the 


_ thizinfieaitien 'of age" only,, und rr dens, WE hap firs — 
: prevailing difexſe; 11151 is enortto ass wood ne te ao _ 
11 TKepoorithtdrch are taught difthent! traded inith® hotiſe beſides 
manufactures, ſuch as tailors, ſioe- makers . HU, MN mp, i 
tho urades for ti uſe of the lwuſe 0 0 W¹W“ 10 Dot mr 
-'Ttitzeipvor men àre employed in agticulture!“ 29157 u 
The squantity of land, aboat thirty deres. n raiſe bone 
three acres of hemp, and manufacture it. There is about an 
acre andes half uf garden; the reſt paſture. Six cows are kept. 
The late governor, as I was informed, had conſiderably 1 
juped-ahe revenue; of the PTS cnet of the manufae- 
tures. bl, aue Aids 
4? >; Mes S113 ni 87 s 16 0071 ai ee e e N 
8 eee eee be ſeveral pariſhes withic'ths 
twq hundreds; were prdefed aa-deliverip their, books to committees appointed for:the/pur- 


Boles, yg took ghe foveg porrs r 
2 divided it by ſeven, and thus formed an average for each reſpeQive pariſh,' with- 


ing any attention to pound-rats en the avgrage.in the e x bupdreds 
Known. 


8 1 pariſh — 1 Marthelfaamency, \ivhich;: of law hab wi 
eu high, do not exceed apps in the pound, rack-rentz and, were other ere as fully 
n 1 am of opinion! W would be the OBS binn „oe dg 
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> 
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Bot iN 504 A zs r ei 1055 inst rcf dr Go 
alerts: % voibolnt” ze tor: eew Abena 1249 et e 
16 g lledrick Tr ER „ NAV. RH. om. a 
4x: voc we- /hoaiequonnt ror thoibrion dt hor 3h oH>s 
EING. now; as it were, in imagination, brought back te that. 
part of the o which: produced" the objects. of my. inqvi- 
rien, bythe recapizulation..of che, information I received no place! 
can be mate proper ahãn che, proſent to gt my. Shane 1% Sheſu 
gentlemen who ſeconded my views, by their inſuen cin ; 
_ houſes of induſtry, at te tme+ang.. finee7 by communication, by 
letrers/. of their knowledge. as to tho- particylar , poingy2 jeſpetting 
which, their information was requeſted :; and allo: ge teſiſy. / then thet 
excellent order. mt, and regulaxityn - preſer ved: in all: the . 
then viſited, prove that their officers and ſervants who protineec 
1 . 
duty, merit great praiſe. PIN 901 #517} „nn RUHR in 
The hundred of Samford: was incorporated 1 170 yu thethonſ@ af: 
was erected, in 2766, in the pariſh of Tattiogſtyne, 
and opened for: the an ee e ab- Michaela,, he 
ſame. Mar- Pf 045 πνπ⁹ 0 os naht , 
The original ſum borrowed ter of -whictt 24564 has 
bead. ini. iu i ff eri, Nen e, v ior 


Thel number of path incorporte eg yearly ſlices 


ate "185, 64. * 1% DER! 4 
he fates wers tithe; in 1766, at 2 84 in- the r by te 
year, and remain the fame... NE 1505 Yo 84404 5 Ce Artur ö 4 


Average-numbevofipoory in de sse Gerbe Wor- peent/ begin 
ang in vb. and ending in 1989, eee fot the 
ſafe time; i 18 1 Fer t 55 e * cy" 

The average - Humber of poor . from 1766, auth 


could not be exactly aſcertained, but is about 260: the average f 


deaths; fromthe kame peer; ir 3) 9<r4ths annually: but the Rall 
pox, followed by a putrid fever,” has deen in the houſe thtes times; 
EIT? VIZ, 


W 6 * 6 


Hi rt} Ty on 


— * 


b mn KIM. 


3 Wenn abe 364763769 „Ne 8 br in hen the number: of derbe 
Was 76, 87, 5 ü nige 22081 d © ol a 4194-5 23091riteRs 
Sor n gutbne eig 28-101 Hud 1. 1000 10 udmun T 

The pogs ang Mincinal plexen in piping Prow 
lt of which was; for the fue years ending wii a7$90 , 18365 K 
Tha pujrallovanmlpnthclamegence ame to: 55. 
Tha incams fag the amerars amount e S v 500 A, Y 
Far harſame grars:ampuntedut# u n Tot ede 

vr AD dis H HGH A b pdf cots h 
„Thann at proſent cen packs:of tag: weck, e nn bee 
Jof uod. by resſen of he: ſtagumion of :4he Norwink 
ban A 14:59 268 wmaponos ad sft Hf + 


On amo, men. and ihres boys gee atcprefants employed in hag- 
—_— yer e a» i ta ait a bur” ioo sf ' gab? Hy 1323 
hg ohr f the hauſe wee chaplainþ,goveradt, - 


tron. mt 20019) 70 HA +, 344d + 
Landhelanging 70 the hou gh rcon wens, in Um 2 T 

Na ſick in the infirmacys,,. * TY EIBVR (16 no) 3am a bt 

In the, dormitories, which, werg, lama there en two or three 

b windows oppoſite to the general range, which have great effect in 

keeping the pong airy and, west, porngonm! e 

Moſt gf the particulars of this houſe of :nduſtry, and alſa of the 

following) honſe at Barham, ess Gm eated to me; by the 

Rev. Mr. Grant, the clergyman of Tattingſtone, who very laudably 

intereſted himſelf in putting the Pattingſtone-houſe into a fimilar 

train of management as Barham, about the yeat 1790, when the 
e Eg of, the, former appeared to be unprofitable. .-- 0 

he hundreds of Boſmere and Claydon were incorporated: rim 

1765, the houſe of induſtry was erected in 1766, in the.-pariſh-of 

Barham. and opened or the regeption, of the poor in .Ofphor the 


c year, 12:1 18 6K QF. An 


Kg original fm horned. was 9994. of which 78944-hag. been. 


üb 30 4 1 tl 03.1 N U EM 


The 


58 


Her OST Kt 


e anraber" ef paste incorporated. is Fnrtysfive; the yearly 
aſleſſinents 2561. war 104; the rates remain the ſamd. * — ev 


were mo means left to prevent the natteril ſtnall-pox going through 
the houſe of induſtry irſelf: the c ence has been a conſiderubie 
morality, hue /probubly vt gtenter( c when the'fameiſcaf' Mas 
attacked the village-poor, and its fatal effects have not beei 
vented by mocujatiots''- Rar OU das new ene 
at a little diſtance from it. n 2 
| The poor are principally” employed in Ginn" r Aefnch: 

their profit has been on an average about 2067: anntiliy; Vht; for 


PR es — 1793. only 1 ol. 


in co al it prone 32h gods 21) iO ewob ore 

Their income has amounted for ſeven years; ehdidg 5174; 
to nb. WOE EM, . (1987 120319 1611 
Their expenditare $0641 ho ne. 1 A 5 . 17680 12 9 
„ e en F: 40 nmyg1Dt 2% , Abbas 

Pro 9th houſe fr that period aui goin NF! 2637 I 
+8697. 9113 ede d 2 enen 10 t 


Their average o0-allowees for four per, end 1789, "have 
been onnually 34 7. 95. 44. zt ben flo | 10. Stu 2b;4 
Sevonteeti aged and inflene people are in the fck-wards. e, 
/ Land belonging 16 the hoſe, 26 nter vf vieh tus are 
Six cows are kept. | eie 
dens wos in this liduſe more vote? bete. 20 18 40 Yekus- 
of age than in any other of the houſes of induſtry, 19 
n The 


1999 — Ann nm 


ed deeewee abgäees esd Riſhglyaiew diary, 
5877. A Gyan 7 pa” 10-5 | 

401965 ine von 219090; v mbybaaboberath KT! 
wy reiterate 290446 an 
"annujty; fl 40 keen her Grange pee eker, 
ob geen 2H i dain ih: 56 gbr t. 
The poor's rates have been red -i vnd enſule. 
. rable-fund rain hand. lb 1 n beet e ets ee 


bd Ehaipoordtitheabouſenrare amplojedin fpinning-wod), :mibickeis 


waſhed and combed in the houſe, and'the-yatn fold ,b 
«6oginuions the ſale. of which U bly aflifcd/iny the'war; 
Aton fHlersbie quantity nowynmeiing: im 238 e 
The poor, when able, argicampleyed yuh ogrumiqures ag per- 
tunitzooffeg . of 19 ee eite aged: 38 t ht 7175 
: The average-number of paupers in the houſatinugeneraliy about 
oneschundred and eight). - e 10, ee eee ee 
Chef nE,S¾en of, buvighes ſininſtitestem; has been 
annually about twenty-ſix; the much: graaterptopartion; died: the 
First roo gears after tha houſa wastinhabitod x; which was attributed 
to the paupers, on their firſt coming in having too much meat- 
Leet, aftep:haxing ſuffered en treme cporeriys This cauſa has been 
ſince guarded againſt, and the burials hae been much fewer. ot 
The houſe has been free from ad ende mia diſeaſe ſinge ir has 
been. inhabited: when the ſaall-pox;;hag-provailed in the country, 
there has been two general zinoculstiyns rvith great unn 
time. 1ange th red ooo vi ο bawo id | 
2» When I via, cis houſe of: induſtry, the -gavernor, was \ From 
homes as was the Reue Mr. Cooke, the ſon of that worthy magiſ- 
.traze,. ho, froꝶ the firſt inſtitution of the houſe, to thentimerof 
his death, regulated the management of it with  /much ce t- 
vdention, and economy, as to make it productive in the ſharteſt 
ace of time, of, morgnbenchicial effects than any athen i ithe 
* ef Suffolk. It was from an anſwer to a letter i tune the 


12 liberty 


1 


DET TER T xLIv. 321 


— en hf fon, \that-the-fortgorng nccone-has bern 
_ extradiedy; the:obſeryations wade, (aidiinfotmnation obtained on the 
ſpot, are as follow, from my own notes. nige 
The chief murivtattoryris ſpinning yarn for Norwich but ſome 
ol the top · one ινν eite ſerge for the women's Jackets at Mel. 
ford ; coarſe thick ſet is bought at Not wich for clothes; linen cloth, 

Lon ſhirte and ſhüftm, ar Fiudteigh. 1926 O ea 100 910A 
Paupers in the houſe 25th of July, 179) min wenden 4 
children, between the ages of twelve r the 
age of twelve, 54 in all, 166. ent 2117 nt badpo? bas battew 
No men are out at day-labour four | boys, twelve thirteen 
years of age, ſcaring birds neee 
which is five-pancey day, none more mY 
The girls, at the age of thirteen, are put to cute; 
the age of fqurteenyo n by lf 2g612vE 0D 
Twenty-two packs of yarn remain in n 00 about 600.; 
land belonging to the-houſe,! about twelve acres z of ilch tb are 
garden, ten meadowꝭ and paſture. t {Bs "It: uod vilguane 
Two cows are kept in ſummer time: they make all welt bitter 
in ſummer, and buy ſalt butter in the winter. 

Only four ſick in the inſitmary: every thing appeated feat. the 
poor healthy and comfortable. 

The bundred of Stow,” Witorporatedin 1780, 

The houſe of induſtry in the pariſh of On6-houley” opened for 
the reception of paupers, Oct. 11, 1781. 

The ſum firſt borrowed was only 80000. but the expenſe of build - 
ing the houſe ſo much exceeded the ſum intended to be laid out for 
that purpoſe, that an additional ſum of 41 501. was afterwards 
borrowed ; and the rates were increaſed one quarter by comm̃on 

"conſent for three years: they remain now the fame as at firſt,” £14 
-Fifteen hundred pounds have been paid off in the whole; at the 
proportion of from ons hundred cd fifty to two hundred pounds 

— 5. 0.5: Moll ed I e 16 yYIBUOR 
| TL The 


at 


uſe of the he baue is 1 from'the thediris „ends and“ Mibbünge, and 
ſuch ſpinning 48 is unfit for the Norwieh murket zu ew ded: ugs 


are alſo m Py ' from theſe milterfals 3 hie port of theitvelvthitignts put 
out to be made* exeept ſtockings. {119 p01 en baJituomsy ed e 


The fale of — top-work is tonfiderdbly* affected by che- wari: 
ryyelve packs in the houſe vinſok ; vilus chou ee four 
RISE ach | 1 H NG 4) e SUR eg 01 inf95qzo RN Hs 
| ob ; 200 Jo yed 1 in agriculture at preſent; ohly to men are 
5 in 1 e w. 155 do närveft (work; fome children tre ſome- 
it emp! oyed in weeding; alt wong are able aue employed in hop- 
picking; but, it 18 conceived,” that ot W ed tby: lach em- 
ploy e e eee 10 44% iR lo' d 


The average · number of paupers in the houfelis ebout'two bun- 
dred. IIB CMIOUL- 2A ib eise Ot QELTELEL! (17 2117 Sheen 
118% 10 iq! -v 2 3454-15, 5, 44 nn & 1100} ni ano 
sche aümber of buriak race eee I, 179% 
eee JU, neee in #1 ee len i ei | 
oa 15 _ Fi T7. 1781 {git 8 85 n # 
| 1781 25 0 * 
3 1782 Er * 
inn 5111 53 | 1755 Ui 61 u putrid fever. 


5 5 . | #OLMTEDEL O90 (£1 1 15781 — a putrid fever. 
, FN ud & 1785 Alu 14 ©? 
Nuo! A E ? 88 it 7 
1787. ͤ —1¹— 
1788 =- 15 
1769 - 11 
1790 - 13 
1791 = 19 
1 1792 = 18 
' To Auguſt iſt = "793 17 8. 
X Theſe 


.f WR Nu. 223 


Tbeſe thirteen;, form an 0 ths yearly z t. 
— a hen t be 1 — re Hh he. 
rage of the remaining; teft Years is 75 5, DJ - D ee 
egAnuual income fomarztes, 1987 JL fr 13 5 I b manufactory, 
& us leſb than J annually, far the loſt agen. or DDE < Y 
but has amounted to 104 4 only . year, ID to the 
ſtagnasion of the Norwich. manufactory. 5 i; 83 
Qatcaltowanon- Sem 430 4. to 300, annually ;, but, thele, arc 
increaſing, and onpected to continue io, from the ; y of trade. 
1//There bes been no fever ar gpidemic difarder in the houf ale nec 
158% akhough 2hers-bas been, much ſicknefs in the Well, nor 
were thets in- the hauſg, at thawme theſe potices were taken, an 
of the paupere Ib. ick as to becopfincd to their beds. 7 2 

Number of acres 243 of theſe 34 are arable, one acre arde 
the roſt-paſkuen+ „Huf cops age hept, and two horſes, 

In this hquſe, the ſpinning-rooms and w acts 28 ded 
by partitions, in ſuch a manner, as that but few ſpin or work 
together; as are alſoa the dormitories. There are not more than 
ſeventeen beds in any: this is an improvement not obſegyable in 
any other of the houſes of induſtry, and tends much ta the pre- 
ſervation of health and order. 

A tailor and ſnoemakoer ara kept in the houſe, 

A ſchoolmaſter to teach the children to read, and a miſtreſs to 
teach the little childgen. ; Relief is given to large families by taking 
thoſe children into the houſe which are a burthen to their parents. 
The ſame method is in fact practiſed by all; conſequently, the chil- 
dren are taken in very young. +—/ 
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1 fee Rood ——jꝙ＋——%7—Zi— 
wl, rly for thoſe w "Tots employed in daily;;ahour tom m. 

1 Gag visit, at times, the lick oottager, and the 

mulgrgp PRE ihrn. Pai er -houſe,, The ſituation of che ct,. 

Fi enen e An of ſeparating de 
from the well, the parent fro 


or the children thema 
ſelyes from..s $5 h. ther ther g 


7 in fitting up the. 
2 which too generally has denied bedroom) either a. 


e à gaſement · windox to ventilate, — boiſe of 
1 ns e wk the ſtench of confined airy fende red epidemics, by: 
ch Blom vermin, tog, Frequently warming on the bo- 
— 15 the wretched.inhabitantss all theſs.cquſes, acting 
ere en aſtinate affliction, preyenti a, retuu of health, and in- 
delle a * of miſery,” which hard labour and induſtry ought not 
in I ao obe, FL to..endure...; Neither did the patiſt · work- 
hou e, t laſt ad refuge of miſcrable, indigence, offer a leſs diſ- 
agrecable ſpe tacley the want gf. cn, fand che bad management of 
that which they poſſeſs, ogcahon Acxilar, inegnveniences ;; the clothes, 
or rather the covering, of, the inhabitants. the tgo. frequent inſtances 
of infamous deþauchery,: AF co ſaxes of all ages and 
diſpoſitions kept, together dhe ignorance anch filh the children are 
brought yp ina een Gurik of gigd,cnpnpmy. which the 
cop 7 waſter of the work: houſe practiſes, as well in diet as in 
ing, odging, cle dne. to ſcrape from miſery, as ſoon as 
dall a property which May, enable him to, retire from his diſ- 
If able a avocation; give Hroprięty to the opiuiqn and expreſſion; 


. a 1 hs 400 often a.pariſh-baydry-houſe, always 
to frighten modeſt diſtreſs from applying for relief. 


In 


err bn the but wenn fk ns i 


a different light; they INES 8 dry, healthy, and 


pleaſant, — 2 1 as the 


kitchen, brew-bouſe, bake-houfe, bu lv 


votwerient ra 
la ü ase onanH tg Are f back g 
word and reeredrivns> ot boyolqm? 51% olf 2tods 101 IId 
The docmätsties re ulio Mrge, mr 
ſeparnte rooms for children of tick Er. ddt dnl ape, ine te 
ried have each” 4 ſeparate 1 Abies intakt, df 
nuresschildren ore alſo by t 3 mon! i a How ot mort 
Ihe infemufieh 48. Alete, Geile airy; m s Sta ö 
none without fireuplaces: - batgob enn vis airy, 3 51. 0 * N 
Au te houſes have a pfüßer bot for the n eceſſiry dilpeiſuty; 
and moſt of they WRirgton's 48667 legs,” Fe Eno "Nt, 
Tube halls, {Al}; e Lig Estweflient; well verttilatel, ed 
or more fire<placey/in' ther," at calculated, wirkt relpett _ | 
for the refection of falf ue many as the whe cotivehtt 0 b i 
houſe can contain. bas 1yods! — U 41340 10 debe 93824) 
The chapels urt wp ſofficietitly- large; near, and plajn in; keperat of of | 
them rather tending 0 Franüetr und elegatice. datt ere two 
houſes, which had no chlapel: Ute bf them made 155 So a 1000 
ample enough for the Congregttibn, "property Artca up p, + and kep pt 
* neat: the other köaſt artvhitl&d"the paridh-chn Way 1 
The apartments for tlie Were in all the Koules lage, 
and conveniently diſpoſdd ? Mbne br tw of re Abufes bf . 
theſe apartments were vath&r more ſpacivws And ef - + 1 
ceſſary: chere are alſo eee etl aid "Watthoy = or. 
keeping the manufacture of the houſe” the raw "tateriats, „ and 
clothing; Ge. for the' ofe of the inhiabitafits'?'** as fa 
The lad about the'houſes belonginl to them, particularly the. 
= are all Den for produditig*a folficieat ape 0 
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this! freakin an ef ar agrecatile: we. the 
palate: uf the! webs Ries ace ger ne 
Jr get, be ppckrante at ae Malk of Adar). . be 
appro to: chem. We lit ce. 6ſt 0 


mule Hitze manottw She dr 2 cltbös M We idirie When 
the peitry VP aur ebay het tht —— | 
GD Tirt38&51d to eiuod 203 if Dentin Hd Fs Aion 


be inteffürör tele hbüiſes 'muft oc A tb grebe Nür- 
—— A thoie whio have not Before feet poberry, but im Neem! 
2 6 more lord Worhehó,“E nos tl bot 

It ae e my not6s, E fia kurt the affirmative" heatnef 
itckr Pievaläb from tie“ Teltaf te the Füfrotz intult the howfes, 
with very few exceptions in particifiar dpAHbertb ; V teaſſoned not 
only a memorandum of the fact, but gave riſo to u coflecpfion 
whicl{” p6Mibly nes more im ihäglhatien that run ty, That, hefe a 
defieithcy in this reſpect” is biet vadle In ny Women, a concomi- 
eden . ale bib the Hbalthy 400 suf the "irthabi- 
tants. 4 VER! oo ESTEYED Yet RI rtf an} 

This ek wih bad fo pleaſing ati effect on che eye was the 
cauſe alſd that the other ſenſes Were Hot diſputed by that conſtant 
attetidant on collected filth and foul Air, 4 Wiſbtne ſtench, as dele- 
terious to human life as it is in general nauſeating to er wie ac. 
cidentally breathe ſuch an atmoſpflete .:: 

The practice of frequentiy does _ is pe. 
ſerving the air of' theſe houſes" whoteforie” and ſweet, but the eon- 
fant attention of thoſe Who perform the offices of the houſe is 
abſolutely neteſſary; and evef that is infofficient, unleſs the halls, 
working- rooms, and 'Gottmitories; have the external air admitted 
throbgh the windows, whenever it can be done with ſafety to the 
inhabitants, with reſpect to catching cold: this practice of keeping 
the windows open cannot be truſted to the paupers themſelves; for, 
"Rrange to tell, the your complaint againſt them was, that they 


would 


f 
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would. not only not zend 10 Kerpingthew, open, but, if the adults 
and aged had their ghoige, ſuch depravity ,qriſes; figm habit, they 
would live ag that, atgpſhere, of hatcid air. which ould andoubt- 
edly produce eqntagion, ,, AIRS: 4150 Jet nen nat ©! * 07 4 
The nestneſg, um propre which provatled in their thalls at the 
kanye, ol. reife cim, R pit. ladably phſervables, molt. of... theſe 
houſes of induſtry being uiſited at the hours of breakfaſt, dinner; 
or unper. At mes I hans falt. diſg uſt. when, ned, to qake 
ſome refreſhment which has heen offered me in,,a,comtags +, afl 
guſt ariſing. from the ahſehct of that: neatoeſs, pchich attends, the 
tables of | thoſe. among whom. fit his 'beon wy. lat to liye z but no 
want of neatneſs in theſe. honſes ;cteated. diſguſt ; A,,breaktalt, 
dinner, or ſuppers, might have ben: eased at their tables wi 
, * o4 si eg 40d Det r ttt & In, 
Tbeir hread vc, in ll. theahines;] particularly pleafants it 
was good brown, breads, anade;fnom'the: floun.deprived, of the cgarſelt 
of its bran: White bread was. ene, yt infirm, the £onya- 
-leſcent, and young chiidren. einn 
Their cheeſe was in general ds although frequently the cheeſe 
of the country: «ini; ane hauſe they bought Dutch cheeſe, Which 


was ſtronger in. ita taſte, mee to: anal 
pleaſant... 17 0 a, Apr al 


by cles ak parry +15 g 


The ſwoall-betr was allo gerte . mn wonder g en bought the 


beſt malt and hops, brewed. a. large quantity. at a time, and kept it 
an excellent cellars : ale-was;alſo hrewed, in inferior quantities, and 
given to the convaleſoent, and to thoſe hom the governor, thought 
proper, either as a neceſſary refreihment, or 2s. a, 2emard 3. and. it 
was alſo diſtributed, at Rated: times, to the a hole houſe 
It did not occur. to ume to take minutes, of the bill of diet in any. 
.of. the houfes,: becauſe u doubt has been ſuggeſted that it gs4not 
wholeſome. and ſufficient ; that, in ſome inſtances, it has heęn, o 
abundant, may be fuſpeRed, as well from, the. relics which, were 


105 1b, ſeen: 


A keen __ 
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. afres theis mealteee frank 0d bi Miki; by an , be 
4-- Mee hv hn hn at gaffen 
The appheatiog, f theſe fe, which haneiboetcfiated, 4 l 

| 2 the . of perſonal inſpection, und information, fran 
daty it certainly. wa, nd. it p- 

W * true and full. information ypan the ſuddecd 
= — ̃ — | 
information, hy;dettery nom remains enen. 
AWFLIESs) 561 991% Faun: fy mitt ine ee ont FAT - 
„nbi Ne theſe inſtitutions amended. the.magals of the poor? 416 


70 Ys aye.they tended to ee eee ch exper ns (on 


5 attending their relief and maintenance? „ zoo o 
to Hvef thex increaſed, -daithey bend to-devroole, dhe chance 
: of human life? du £43 no 11919g0bL[E nt of bartir ts 054 (tot 
With reſpect to the firſt queſtion, it may be anſwered in the af- 
lys without a poſſihility. of coptradiftian» Quthlicl 2512) 4 
; Fen hav fend nee abs; lower orders of people, if 
; 6 Proportional few inſtances of indiftments,; at the quarter ·ſeſ- 
fon, Hr actions of inferior criminalitye; Which lend to greater 
crimes, ill prove the fact and it does, in this inſtance, in a re- 
— manner: four inquiſitions of murder have been, within 
this \twelye- month, found by the-compner for the county of guſſolk, 
not one of them in either of the incorporated hundreds. There are 
twenty-three hundreds in the county. twelverof them are m— 
rated, and maintain, theix,poor.in houſes af induſtry. 
If the general good order and regulation the labauring- poor are 
kept in throughout the incorporated diftrifts,.. which good order is 
obſervation of thoſe laws, the breach of which, may tend to en · 
danger the lives, and diminiſh the ſafety and comfort, of his ma- 
21gGh 1 15155 %% DS DTB W910 VTHUDIE 18, 


4 Sr the pen fm Mg ak er hag Sh me hn of le. 
13106 25 | Jeſty's 
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pay N t Un Ft Wäg, 
tippling in ale- houſes — — NAN 

—— —ũ— H : rarn rg ves 
tears moni bus oi tet eee e 20919 20, geg, 
— Ht behdvidltFoPRE Bt BY Wei fa 
periste, che 'vety fuser ARnes of chfidremt — Hp mer to ſteul 
od ternipeifcy ardent ort ſſibn bf Gtker ful thefts; 
if» coli, Ruf- (proof aof gd total” Uhfbttündtety not 
prevalent in thoſe diſtricts within the county. where ob Mrs — 
are not-nſbvece j. M fuck inne prove the 
tells ud theſe" inflictions hate cet —_— 


the poor. (99G 02mm, byts deri noch gab) s 85 
And de -prophetie ſpitit SES mis 
thoſe, who wiſhed to form a judgement on the ſubject 
ſet could nur böte pee i . foiflovp. 140 ali 97 1521. dW 

A large building, ealodluts& fr the Si of le PoblP Mold 
diſtrict; ſitustelt in mel mot hes ; WA ene 
offices of all kinds, We fithabitants or which art tide the 
gulation of wellekkbren officers; ſubject'to exceflefit rülch, fl“ 
then calculated ts/(þrGinotO'regulitity; thdiſtry; Hibralify; ad- u 
religious ſentiment- n 10 eanonlwpai Wot 1 9 Ide 
The hours of wee id ruſrefhiviiedtt} und fleeps " rH HH fl. 
gular. fun b91810qlOAU 2113.0 190319 11 uach 10 30 305 

The children from e varlreIt e on eg ite nh 
arms, are under the — — — obe⸗ 
dience, and give ther ite Hstäat ef attertiöl DO [51200 11 1 
Wen more aqvaneed ft peärsz 1 eH6ol2thinNers teach hi 
nds and the ſupbrintendants of the -wotkinigeroomns, ſome itidh 
trious etiploywentg-and take care that theft Hours 'of Work a 
not be! puſſed in- duleneſt : here they ute gener y ſtinted. {3 
greater induſtry is rewarded with greater leiſure. 
. dew 2xpR249 WWAdpaity alta? by - 
althe poor of all ages, no excuſe being admitted but illneſs. 
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to thoſe'of thi'rifing generation itt pardeUlted 10919 100419 Poatoag - ; 
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In thefe tiouſts" uf induſtry, therere7 rihyoberfourdrabiphn 
of ddiicition' uf poor” children carried into unh which bab bens, 
in former pagren of = this tract, fc warialy euninbe med tobe 
ued, by the means of ſchools ae neee 

a, , eee e fed t e 

"3p ' Blr'{f tale be tetnemberod;"thar thaſs Sehouls, in the, eus 
# WE not general für the 'thibdren"of al he per within 
115 [HGrporatet patiſtes f diy theſe hole poverty induces their 
n to alk *partſli-relief ar ent eU an much 
Children d are the grtateſt borthen 1 children 
F ibgſe poor who are not petitioners! for ien und chhſe children 
of i poor who are, and helm theif patente: dd nut chootE ſhould 

be kent to the houſe of iuduttry, ure köpt wrrhome; and have not 

the Uedefft of this plan of eduvatzöth amt it ic u eircumitance 

 wotthy VB remarks that parents; in gellefal, 0 E hom 20 takes 

for a knit, the idle, miſchievous; Jeſt" uibfulf and moſt burthem- 

ſome; Putt“ 'of their family, to bring them up, without amy cure or 

expects tb tlitinſthves, in Hubitb- of induftry and deceney, -is/a'very 

great relief, are very much averſe -t& ending their children to the 

houſes of induftry ; from what cauſe 1 Aiffwult to tell; but it is 

plain that no good cauſe can give riſe to this averſion: ſuppoſe it 

to be parental affection and fondneſs, which makes them, with 

regret, part with their children, the anſwer is obvious; they are 

ſent but a little way from them, are in the neighbourhood, where 

they may be ſeen at all proper times, and, when ſeen, will be ſeen 

in a ſtate of cleanlineſs inſtead of filth, of employment inſtead of 

"Menefs, with neat 'ctothing and wholeſome dier inflead of f 
"rags and an empty defly : "whereas parents, in higher ſitu of 

"ie who feel that foridhiefs"of affection in, at leaſt, an eqquat de- 

| gree, 
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Los: dliſtanee. u — many nn, toge- 
ther: much credit — — ty. 
afale@iona; abs; only: 086. Which can be; . 048 ee 
Jagy for this averfiin, oondcnmy. ether, 5oaſon,, mult. by 


anc (bad principle, n conſequentiy — ene 


. ü ghas g How it T0 nnd orfy yd E's 
Were theſe inſtitutions erected upon a plan which wa 


of taking all — AARP ca- 
pable af bang taught ſang-employment,. an 

houſe; as in ©: ſchool; until ſuch oy ment 35 
— — e 


— be awply. repaid. by che ot om Hr 
but ſuch: a plan, could the houſes of induſt r receiye them, muſt 
be ſeconded by the court of  quarter-ſeſſions iſſuing an order, pro- 
hibiting belief to he given, w ſuch parents who, ſhall refuſe to let 
their children go to theſe ſchools, when appointed to them N the 
nnn the reſpective pariſhes. ﬀt mort vil fm 1424065 
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50 determine the Gar R e e 
muſt be had to the notices taken, miſpecting the fact, in the 


alen incorporations and it will be found, that, in ſome, the 
Uu 2 poor's 


\ 
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unf r BEL 
Nene xates hav hen flimnieilhul in auhpers ben gramimthk dne 
28 at the time of the inſtitution ; and, in few, the rates htte benm 


| aled 5 tha different ins oſbull:bepointed outþianddeine 
. qbſeruati thirfate a» theyduvinibasn Raid, d 710 15 
N .B hi w 


120004, has paid off; the rates were dhnitifhed /ane-aghthcin 
175931804 FRcYoratefo nn BRANVAPage above bmebfhillingiin 
_ the poupd;anpralio when: n ſt incorporatcd,/they: are nun- 
ion ob ,25ſ81-y1111/05 dizi d Hf tree aca io: 
| | The bundred of Cosford, and athe paid vos Poltbode the hoe 
g F5mers the hold, gol. hasybeen paid auff, 
ex5ept, AH t f A af a/ hut they haye 
more than ſufficient to diſcharge theſe: remais ing demands; | the 
P9958 tate3:have bean diminiſhed antes - alhths z>and the raten were 
very moderate when the hundred was incorpomse 4. if 8 
- Wangfard-hundred hanſe ofindnſtax, cat Shipmeadaw original 
om $590 4,.gf.mhich.4909/4 is.paidy in thedame; 
The hundred of Samford ; the houſe of induſtry at Tattingſtone 
gone (ug; borrowed $2504 off which 480. have been paid; 
1 RANG Kttleg. at 28. fd. in: ch pound un and remain. 
ſamerlinignib Ir air Hei t Str ans N e 
ä Taandreds of Boſmere and; Claydon;; the houſe. of induſtry at 
Mr en e borrowed, 99g. of nee . 
been paid; oy ain the mE, nb 4641001 A 
. Stow-hundred bonſe.of indeſtn at, Onehouſe, near Stow 
market; the d ſum borrowed! 23150 bi of which, 15004, have 
been aid; the, rates remain, the fame. 
Hundreds of Colneis and, Carlford ; the honſe of . induſtry at 
Nacton i the original deht was 48601, is now. 39994.,the rates were 
insrgaſed at, Midſummer, 2790, from 1487 4138. 4 d. annually, 
toazb7l. 88, 84. but from information it apppars, dat the rates 
Ves mot more than, Gxtgen,;gr. eighteen, pence; annually hen dhe 
2 * has excendadiits, 


expenditure 


uhr TRT TI 374 
Srpenckeure on: an ten vf the ven ye £145) 2215, 10 


29165 gd Wel 8 ni Hs {noftetifinireds to amit 2d} 3s 28 
»ubdreds:of [Muidard dnt» Dothimpfind j'the houfe' of induſtty* 
at Oulton ; . thedrigindlatebt\6550k ofowhicti — 
ps OE nn Ian e wer tor the 
dcbt is nnu¹u⁰¹j paid oH 2199 #5157. 242-0 bisq-az2d end hoo9hs 
Hundreds of Lost und- Wilford j'the”hotif of idüſtuy ati Mel- 
ton their original debt wan 9οο. their: preſent dcht ib rec he. 
their poor-rates, together with their county-rates, do not NO ors 
ceed i gd. in the pound at ruchtent! 102209 J0 bnbaud 20 f | 
By chis recapitulation it apptars/that, at tiws's? the hbuks' df 
induſtry, the rates have been ditninHHed; Ui the GTi 
ginal debt anniihilatsd; mm: a eee 1a2ifut asd3 210m 
At four, therutes vttiain j bin # ebaßderable part « ke the 6rigid 
nal debt has been n 410901 a8 barboud; e c 21839bom N 
Ar too, the rutes have been iugfraſtgd, amd the debt dfrisfd: 
at the laſt houſe 6f-it the debt bas been ineresled, 284 Yip 
rates remain the fame % %% nbaud T 
The queſtion, whether' hotiſes of indultty 80 tö ditürntho the 
expenſe of the relief und imaintenance of the poor, is thetEfort an-. 
ſwered in the affirmative, ſince in two the rates are diminiſhed; 'the' 
debt is paid; in four, the debt has beth conifiderably dim l, 
conſequently the anneal baltte iti Hieit favour might have been 
applied to the purpoſe of dimiilſting'the'rates, part paſſu, with the 
debt; in two of the others the balancrs Hat been applied kitherto 
to diminiſh the debt only, and the rates Have ihtrtaled; in one, the 
debt is ſome what increaſed, and the rates remain the fame, at the 
low average of 15 4 in the pound annually. b 1 ebnet 
When the average, at which theſe pariſhes ſettled their rates; at 
the time they were incorporated, and the number of years Hehl 
have'clapſed fince that average was ſettled," are conſidered}, I N 
being between thirty and forty years; and in none Teſs than vwelde 
CN * them bort 


to 


28e thewebunte, in the courſe. of ght years, or abpvc 


ber ber Ki 


Wi, kts Hl th Ma Abe Hear ad ne 
Vee nd Höhe br ard yore TAO of che poot's ruth 
in the ori Parthes Thfeüghbät te Kin testh LG Ferrera, ud dn 
| Suffolk im particular, HC Pd e v tie retürnb f 
the overſeers to the inquiries made by parliament, in the year 176, 
and 1783, 4, and 5, as the rule of compuration, und no better 
can be obtained; in which returns it appears, that, in the 'two 
contiguous hundreds in Suffolk, not incorporate, Riſbridge and 
Babergh, the net enhanſtr of ther poor alone had advanced from 
11,0237. 7s. 11d. to 13, 840% $3. 9d. being a difference of 


234. 94. per cent. an advance that brings forward the moſt unthrifty 
management of any of the heufes of induſtry into a Nate of 
poſitive. proſperity and reduction of erpent; x will therefore be 
found, that not only where che rates haye been ſtationary, but 
Where they have advanced, and · in che inſtance where the debt has 
ingreaſad, the poor's rates... have, been yery. much decreaſed, from 
What they would have been, had the poor been managed according 
tothe old and the common ſyſtem.z. we: may therefore with cer- 
tainty apply the old adage, num prygredi e regredi, with reſpect to 
the onpenſes of the poor in all che incorporated houſes of induſtry. 
On the whole, although in an inſtance or two; originating from 
an improvident mode of building the, houſes of induſtry at firſt, 
more ſublequent expenſes have been incutred than were at that 
time foreſeen, and 'conſequently a larger revenue became neceſſary to 
pay the intereſt of the additional ſum. they were obliged to borrow, 
and to ſappert the expenſes of the houſe than was at firſt thought 
ſufficient; and, in another inſtance, the diſhoneſty or profuſion af 
the then governor has ſo difarranged the affairs of the houſe, as to 
render a new loan, and conſequently an increaſed rate, convenient; 
- yet, on the whole, it s conceived, that not the . leaſt ſhadow..of 
' doubt can be raiſed, but that even, in theſe inſtances, the revenues 
of the houſes are increaſing beyond the diſburſements, the debt is 
diminiſhing, 


„r n XU 
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fifty, par cent, above their; preſent amount. ,, line ni Hebe 


er rech nt omrilisq ve beam eomort of. on nene J 
ned tir han ff one . bes 2A Form i 
OW3 «9009 i 48" 2189qqB Fi en11197 len fil : b>nig}do gd 883 
ert „bridti ft atrToqionont 10m Aloe ni ebaibayd : eYOU211002 
ane Beere ee ER XL un. W 21 ag edel 
Non Ari e a N49: n Wii d A0 
HE other queſtion, whether the houſes of br bee . 
erxeaſed the . life, involves it it: Woehe c- 
calc confider: WF] queſtiariof: fach uncertainty of 'pp6of,ra 
compariſoti Wirk the fete bf Population in country Mllages b nd 
with the charte G Huff life f people of particular ages nf PAR. 
ticular ſitusticng ont, abi net with human life in gerierdl, belug 
to be taken into Suffer of, and there being no data wirk whith 
the compariſon f thiẽ facts can be made, the tables of the'chiance 
of human life being of tob general a nature, and the fats them- 
ſelves as to deaths,” In houſes of induſtry, not being ſuffidigtitly p. 
ticulariſed as to age and ſtute of patients health when admitted to 
give an exact reſult, that ſomò general obſervations om the deaths 
which have happened in theſe houſes, compared with the numbers 
admitted, is all that ffrall be attempted, leaving the reader to make 
up his own mind, as well us he is able, from the imperfect ſketch 
of the queſtion it is in my power to offer, to Which I ſhall very 
bumbly add my opinion, without . to didtate: avy Poltive 
concluſion to his judgement. ' 19020) 
And, firſt, it will be proper to pay une attention to le 
tion of the poor, und their families, before they take ref 
the miſery of extreme poverty in a houſe of e 'What vv, 
at that time, n ee of Wem * 7 189 duo 
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7 "Ya ch oft the different ſituations of the "UH in F houſe 


rey e 


e eg few poor, between, the age, of fiſtern ant 
ah are „Feen, chere, except diſcaſes, Accidents, infirmities, or 
particular irregularities of life, have occaſioned them to be 
ſent there. PR oben. 0 

The chance of lif life, to l Haase and of thel 
ages, under ce Nen Nen penury, although not abſolutely chilled 
by the cold hand of extreme poverty, would, in their miſerable 
cottages, be ſmall indeed, — Is that chance diminiſhed or Increaſed 
by going TA a houſe of induſtry? WI, 

Is the chance of human life increaſed or Ae eg by being 
brought from an unwholeſome ſtarving diet to wholeſome moderate 
ORG from nakedneſ to, clothing; from filth to cleanlineſs; 

rom cold to warmth ; 5, from 80 pate contagion of a filthy cot- 

tage, 
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e ec i bd, tak at?” Free from nee 
— — 5 wou * . 
termine the point, dic it depen Velen. * 
gur it ee 2A e ee by the touchſtone 
of 'xperience; one line" page of Which, hor lily recorded, goes 
further towards proof ve, than volt due! theoretic reaſoning ; | 
we muſt therefore Wa el to POW: bait öf emo nſtrati 


ons. 
The validity of this obſervation muſt be . n thy fot 


produced, of mortality in tibiiſes'of induftfy, & © of, being com- 
pared with the deaths of peopf under Halt ne ere <5, and 
of ſimilar ages, at large. er SOUL Gi {1 IC HEE 1 

In Nacton houſe of induftry the dobtksr l fp or antes the 
laſt fourteen yeart ate 2017 the number of Py 1 e an- 
nual average ef THHfabltarits'is therefore 144 of deaths, 2 177 3 

In Bolchamp boöuſe of induſtty, the number admitted niet the 
inditution, in 1766 to 1793, twenty-ſeven years, 5207 z, the num- 
ber of deaths, in that tie, 1381: but, in the years 1781 7 F 
1782, a putrid fever carried off one-third” of the inhabitants iy 
Blithburgh, and 217 of the inhabitants of this houſe; ther 
thoſe two years” ſhoakd be omitted in the comparative” 
ment : the numbers will then ſtand, of inhabitants, A An in 
25 years, 4725; of deaths, 1664 of; annually, inhabitants, N 
deaths, 4. SBM IH 

Oulton houſe of induſtry. Number of inhabitants, on an _ave- 
rage, annually, about '150' the” lafti fix yeafs ; w deaths, for the 
Game period, annudliy,441; 

Shipmesdow houſe" of induſtry, Nutttiber of poor,” about 200 
annually; number of deaths, about 20 in a Jear. 

Melton houſe of induſtry. Number bf pobt in the best, 
1 mn of deaths, for the laſt three y wth, abo 
16 annually. eee (74 455 

. Auetage number of poor in the 
A annually, for 23 years, 260; average-number 251 deaths, 
X x annually, 


51 3 


1 Ur TER?) n 
annually; for thandndwhdde)q 2 der rh @cnjbtathn/raee ih 
years art omittet when the ſmall- p and!(purrid) fever;-prevajlede 
the deaths} in the three year hen theſp ious diſtempets vert 
ſo fatal, bling the avvragec number of des ABD g/ they 8 
has been fatal ir the notices reſpecting the O, dh 1g 
'Bartiam'hoalſe*of-itiduſtty. Averöge- number of poor inhabis 
tants, annually, for flüe years, us appears by the notites, 222 
. 42. In this houſe, alſo, the ſmall- 
8 for tO years, and deſtroyed 127 of the inhabi⸗ 
” the"verdge of deaths,” otherwiſe, would not have been 
io 07 Insmo{cge Int 30- ot 05106344554 W354. ant By . 
|: Seer houſe, of naue 4 Arptigeinitne: Ur Peer inhötiaasts 
in the houſe, We from its inſtitution, 18e annual number 
of deaths, 26. bus! 70171 God ot low: iR Alan & 09reis 
Sto Houſe of WN Annual averageinumber-of poor in- 
habitants, in the houſe, about 2005 of deaths, anhuuy, 24: but, 
in this houſe, a putrid fever prevailed three years, and was fatal to 
163 people: tbe average, omitting theſe three 2 aud un i 
for ten gears only. is 15 in a yea. 

In the nine houſes of induſtry which enden the objects of our 
attention, there are, conſtantly, one year n — 1780 e 
inhabitants, men, women, and children 

In the ſame houſes there happen, nden two hundred and 
forty-five deaths, as the number appears by the averages taken. 

The number of deaths to the number of inhabitants, annu- 
ally, in all the houſes of induſtry i in Suffolk is, therefore, as 
1 to 7 one- third, or nearly a ed of me wept . 
every year. Dun Hout 18 9 

It ſh6uld be recalled to the teidbr 8 mind; that the inkabitants are 
compoſed of children, from birth, to the ages of 12, 13, or 14, when 
they are bound apprentices or get ſervices : the chance of life in this 
early age is ſuch as, in the healthieſt towns, not half the number is 
alive at the age of 13, as appears from the tables in Dr. Price's 

Supplement 
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eapplewent 0e bia; Obdbtvallons 6 on >Reverſionary 5 Payments . of 


| from- ſickneſs and inſirmity, are: unable to maintain themſelves. 
such being the deſcription of paupers admitted into theſ# hohes 


of induſtry, it muſt again be obſerved that no compariſon. can be 


made between the change. of life, of ſuch inhabitants, and of th6ſe 
inhabiting in cities, towns, or villages, in general; becauſe, in the 
firſt inſtance, are compri zed only the very young; the very old, and 


- the infirm and diſeaſed e and theſe are alſo poor = 


veriſhed blood, and conſtitutions. ealened dy the effects, 
verty; whereas the tables in Dr. Price's Supplement to his Ne 
verhonary Payments, and) in the publications of other political 
arithmeticians, comprehend; people of all ranks, orders, and ſitu- 
ations, in life, as well the healthy and the robuſt as the: infirm 
and the diſeaſed à a8 well, people of all elaſſes, at thoſe periods 
when the nge of human life is greateſt; as en Wenne 
the leaſt. ib el ie „ otro eic 
The — of the comparative e of dan lifes in theſe 
houſes, muſt, therefore, be left undetermined by-'any-comparifon 
with | ſuch. chance in general; and, probably, the queſtion would 
be more fairly tried, could a compariſon be made between the mor- 
tality in the pariſhes incorporated, before ſuch incorporation took 
place, and ſuch mortality ſince, taking into the account the 
number of the poor of each pariſh-who have died in the houſes of 
induſtry. Wet Yo dm t of Mob to 

The effect theſe inflitutiqns have had, with reſpe&t to n 
tion, might alſo, by means of ſuch comparative reſearches, be more 
accurately aſcertained, were it likely that ſuch inquiries would be at- 
tended by certain information, which probably might be the caſe, 
with reſpect to the comparative number of deaths, by means of the 


e. ah the ger which reſpects: mee n could 
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people, whoſe; MK is done i and of poor, of all ages, who, 


pariſh-regiſters, and the books of the reſpective houſes; but that 
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WWE SATA 
; nd by any dert ——— und Kun only be dome 
bin the birth Saris its Ge Harillies, which would of. 
by id nenn) A ura. eule den et dom W #4 ii 
„On nn Drgch n müſt de lt ln doubt; 
ſent! T5 em every ap penranee umesdiag de inttior 6; 
the houfes' 3 could helieats/ to declare that they 
muſt vnd td inereaſe The chants of damen ieh bd mein 
the PpPulaen M the: diſtriste: the ſume judgemeut muſt be de- 
duce frothy all theofdtic proofs, reaſoning from probable, nay, al- 
molt woeallbry, ven ſöquences. Bat when the comparative nam 
bes i of itheck wing to che dead, takem annually; appears to be only as 
ſewer one-thitd to a unit; ort in other wonds, that the chance of 
life; in Rouſb of induſtty, is Aet 'equid 80 leigt years j the fact 
ſtrikes ſtrongly, rs -the: Judgement upon e ke 
remain faſpended, 40 ' 5 38f11 dq ed nequ ans nd 474 
eee eee In their favour: u 
certainly tend to meliorate the morals of the por, and they alſo 
tend to diminiſh the burthen of the enpenſei attending their mainte- 
nance: that the other point is not, on experiende, determined in 
their favouriallo, ariſes: from the difficulty of acquiring every infor- 
mation necaſſary to its. inveſtigation, and from the inability of the 
writer to apply, with preciſion and cortainty of proof, ſuch facts as 
he had obtained: he ſtill believes that this point will, whenever it 
falls under the pen of a more aceutute laquirer, and an able politi- 
cal arithmetician, conduce alſo to the recommendation of diſtrict 
incorporated honſes of induſtry, as en- to increaſe the ane 
of life and population. 1 4124. 43 Ging DIC ' ot 1 'i £4 HON; 
I cannot take leave of this ſubjes , nent animatecrtivg' eps 
ſome information received reſpecting the diſſatis faction of the poor 
at the firſt erection of houſes of induſtry, which broke out in riot« 
ous: proceedings, and, in ſome inſtances, occaſtoned' a great addi- 
 4ibnal expenſe to the incorporated hundreds; the ſpitit of liot 
having proceeded ſo far as to pull down the buildings erected, and 
5 8 
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to:cemmit other Hagrant u ah outrage. , or aw Wim 
proved by long experience, that the-claſs 
what is called a mob, =. none cali ene OH but 
at-the. inſtigation of an imiπ)%, or due few :induviduale, who: 
Iviſen; the minds of the uninformed þ geighbourss: 
telt are men bern of NI claſs 8 little ſupertor to the mob itſelf 3; 

thay. ave, men ho: m in converſation. with them ati the alarhouſea 
at the ſhop-kenpere, und at-barders thops4 arg in geneNinteroſtad 
cunning people, Who, under he, matk, of Fo& ohumanity, tenden 
affaction, dndkind regard, for them poor neighdours, inſtigato them 
to theſa and ſimilar: tx oſ outrage . Examine thefiguatibad/indite,; = 
the habits, tho iconneRions;,of theſe people, when thait\ſdaro$qoackie! | 


nations are diſcovered by ahbe effects of open riot and miſchief. au 
they ſtand the: eanfoſtech uogονi,Eia,½ -of the mob: ig must ſtrike 
every inhabitant upon the ſpot, that a trifling degree of astentioucto- 
the conduti of this: deſcription.of. people would have dertafiſtrated) 
before the fact; that thoſe very individuals would be guiity of ithat- 
elandeſtine ĩncitement of the mob of the neighbourhood to tho very 
deed of riot vieh has bean committed, and conſequantiy t would 
be proper in a diſtrict, where ſuch an incorporation is intended: to 
be watchful of the conduct and converſation of that daſcription of 
men, whoſe intereſts will be moſt injused by à plan of: this nature, 
and to oppoſe the effea of their converſations on the minds of the 
poor, . means which emen ny on lane with 
fiagSzons 1 moon oft of os obi . 

Was any additionat inducement ee 
houſes of induſtry, the particular ſituation and-teniper-of the times 
would be that inducement z- the lower orders of the kingdom are: 
now preſſing on the nent, and the tos of the poaſant truly galls the 
kibe of the eourtier; that relief which formerly was, and ſtill ought: 
to be, petitioned. for as a favourꝭ is naw: frequently demanded; as a 
right; that idleneſs and intemperance, , which formerly feared to be 


obſerved, now obtruſively preſſes forward to ſight; the pauper is no 
longer 
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longer ſatisfied with his allowgnee; oniar the labouter with his hareg | 
che faint rumour of diſtaht atrtitiez, which diſgragecbuman; na- 
ture, reaches the ear /i multitde clęanſedifrom the blood um 
carnage, and aſſumes to them the pleaſing ſhape of my 
hberty : the only d of, men whod | 
ſtorm arg, qhaſe; ic the middling ranks bfi gin den men 
9 tq, preſer v things as they. are — 
ſtate: property is bs, end ſolid hulwatk, of, th.nation ;«fof, tha. 
os po ls it have a patural,defire-to,pieſerye-ityand our; laws a 
ſti on maſt ſtand or. fall with ät z .befides; ius danger l 
10 age! W hegeath; this deſcri pen of. people: diſtrict houſes af 
induſtry copſolidate ail the, meg of, phopertro great: in Ahe unh 
in the f me laudable plan, the preſervayign of inqnſtry, good order. 
and a reli ious ſentiment, among the million the few. gentlemen of 
fortune, who. refide in the county meritariqully, take: an actiys part 
all-th incorporated houſes; the. beneficed glergy reſident: there 
a e ſame, and it does them honour, for it is equally their 
duty as cet intereſt; ſo alſo do the more. opulent yeomanry of the 
county, . a body of men of the firſt canſequence;to the preſervation 
of peace. and. order: permit, therefore, an individual, ho thus, 
freely. declares. his ſentiments, on a ſubject not generally underſtood, 
to aſſert, without the imputation of preſumption, or arrogance, that 
equally the duty as the intereſts; of government call on them to 
encourage · theſe inſtitutions by eyery made in their power; let 
every influence be made uſe of by them, and every perſuaſion, by: 
men of rank and fortune to eſtabliſh houſes of induſtry throughout 
the kingdom ; they will preſent, by anticipation of the cauſe, a more 
ſure barrier to the infolent attempts of ſedition and the preſs of de- 
mocratic violence, than all the barracks in Europe, and they will 
prove a more ſecure defence of liberty and —.— rightly un- 
derſtood, than the 8 en n 1 ng f 
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FORE/ this ſabjet, of ſu moch importance to us and our 
poſterity, is. fitally cloſed} before uf recapitulation is at- 
tempted/ of thoſe points tot hich! the mimiſter bf. this kingdom 
moſt feel himſelf om evety prineiple of duty to bis ſovebeign, ard 
to-all-canks'of his vr ymen, and by evethy obligation of rent | 
to his on uhlullied reputation bound to attend; it may be pro- 
per to / ſuggeſt that: the dode of poor· las, which "regulates the; con- 
duct of: upwards of ſeven millions of his majeſty's ſub 13 a | 
vague, unconiicted, inconſiſtent, piece of patchwork, in which | 
there is-n0-nicety'of workmanſhip; no dove · tail exacneſs of joinery: | 
but the original ſtatute of the 43d of Eliz. ſtands, like ſome ather. 
elegant pieees of gothic architecture in this kingdom, expoſed to | 
the eyes of taſte and eriticiſm, with a prop in one place, an addi- | 
tion in another 3 each prop and addition, neceſſary, moſt probably, 
to ſupport and render uſeful the original building, ſomewhat 
weakened by the flux of time and the alteration of circumſtances ; 
but certainly not conducive, in the manner they have been added, 
to elegant appearance of the whole of that ſttucture, Whoſe foun- 
dation, being in times paſt bottomed in humanity, juſtice, and policy, 
will reflect to ages yet unborn a eredit on that country which laid 
the foundation, and reared the humane and neceſſary, although at 
preſent expenſive, incompetent, and unſightly, ſuperſtructure. 
Our highways were a few years ago managed and the conduct 
of them regulated by acts of patliament, collected from different N 
parts of the code of ſtatutes, in a manner ſomewhat ſimilar to o 
poor- la ws 3 but not ſo. diffuſed over a legiſlation of centuriey ;- nor? 
a tenth. part ſo intricate in their inveſtigation and application; nor 
a thouſandth part ſo important in their effects on the happineſs. of 
the multitude: but a ſteady light has been thrown on thoſe laws, 


by 
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| explicits hab hole h — <hatiall vhorad way 
undenſtind a this's to. be aſſedted ma plain und intefligidis manner, 
men xdmprebenſive. at; proferviagrithe:agd of :Mligaberk as the 
„„ ep erer ons of, it a8 
eee ee dhl. H r ni fh Ti Mur mats (9,4- 
Aer p is alſo aedeſſam . hatevor may 
be ihetals aid dewn by the legilimure Sor the conduct of the na- 

tio ws ieſpect 0 the poor; it ſhould partabe of the nature of 
muntripat la j it ſhoulderiforoe' what! is tight) and prohitit what 
1iwyotly und, if right mtiſt be emforced, and wrong prohibited by 
penalncs;: thoſe "penalties" ſhould not appear in the ſtatute- book 
only, but in the reves ue raiſpd for: tha maintenance of the poor; 
niſhing the revenue: of the pour, or wallitig it When raiſed: as; m 
as the ſore is felt: ſhould the ſalos alſo z chis may be done ; not. by 
ſubjecting the atiniftrktion ef the port lau to a new category of 
penalties, but: by making i the the immediate and unavoidable 
confequence-of the offence ;; by itheſe means would the poorddaws 
be well'exerated,” orie revenue talied for the poor be inertaſed by 
the negloct of its managers: without ſome» ſpecific plan of -this 
kind, every new tegulution! will only be a new ſtembling-blogk; 
ee inetandtof expenſe, not of nn, 77 eg 
ice 4. hot e eue vert : eee ee Amihiſter 
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gon which d ed in favour bf the-tmilion 3-54m favaariph their 


favourdÞchecganerabinduftry ob vhe- maſs of his maʒeſty dee 
it is to their taſe; to their-comfort;: to the more comfortable-main» 
tenano of the their iſire . ſilen und families, this aagulaton 
tends, WHOom will it affect in a contrary light? not people afaanks 
not people of property not the haneſt : not tho irſthaſſ tian wot 
the active : ait it did, thoft of! this deſcription fol hey had 
rather takt the leſſaiiiꝭ than run a rick of undergoing beter; 
they had zathef:pattiwith a trifle: than loſe all. But hỹ§ m EEñld 
this ſtritnueſs uf diſcipline in thefo inſtances affect ?r the wile, the 
hazy; or: the diſhoneſt; only And can a miniſter of ſbase eithet ear 
the vpprobrium of theſe: o care whether. he preſerves his popu- 
larity among them Nagciniuldlaniwer,with the ſame gteat cha- 
racer of antiquity juſt alluded to: Sean: iuidia in comſervande 
ripublics ſuſtepts, ih id A ma AI m. 121 v 
Ptrmit ine / to d well a Henley longer on: this topic; permit a few 
egotiſms to eſcape my pen without tainting ue writer with. the n- 
partition of arrogante or preſumption. L hate actediſeme yeats:as 
u magiſtrate, und um conſcious; that, from neglect and inattintiom 
I poſſibiy may chars been the cauſe; eithar that the revenue hslong⸗ 
ing to the por in my neighbourhabd has, it me inſtances, bean 
neglected in raiſing,” or diminiſned by improper application: theſa 
aft faults, venial undoubtedly ; but they are ſuch, as had a penalty 
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4 ad FrBWtiLy-{otleitsd «8am? hull ne the JordAieutenants 
Sf eoufntieb are looked up to Age lpltrots':of-provintial conſb- 
qoente And Power : bur Uutive ure be perfbr ed, und ſorvices eb 
be exeented, by alf Porters! placed. waits ef power and culfe- 
qvence; and it Asper on, char duch is the thisk: for 
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med from: his aneahori mt perdurive. bs: paſibles conſequently, 


x he thought, ; thes rh Profligelitg, gaseleſineſa or deaf f 
thoſe who had been in poſſeſſion of them in paſt tima h 


waſted, neglected, e ene eee ſo 


40 da, he would: ta retcorer What; had been 
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leaſt, all of them chat eoultl be ſpared from the necelary-domeſtic 
Abties of the day, (which duties he 8 into as natrbw a 
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500, in that part of the kingdom affbered - by tlie poor- d art 
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A large eſtate has, by**the'bdatity* of Bur tceſtors; been given us 

for the maintaining Su, poorer brethren ? whether it may be-pric- 

Sent te, rechim thar portion ef it which has, for many centuries, 

deer” diyertel! from its pröper purpoſes; Sr whether, in factz it is 

julfio- & do now; 45 f doubtful poirit,; conſidering that the preſent 

poſſe and their immediate prodecefſors;” for ſuch a p of 
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This incottainly riiſed with ſerine, and-cxpended with cares 
leſſneſs../;In ie increment af this: part af their revenue, nothing 
more aught to be done, too much having been dont alrendyi but, in 
the -application.Iof it, much reform may be made. 2 re 
anothen point to which the attention ſhould be applied. tne 
The laſt but not tiib draft; propattion of their revenue ntiſh 
from their-individuab induſtryund laboura g here again \oaght the at. 
tention to be fred ⁰ ten hie of the utmoſt importance,” in- 
volying in itſalf la e N 
duced under a feu gennmal ades bn ye * arch 
A man of ſober and'regulay;node- of life, uf 3 
gious principtes, is mur Hel to acquire property dy hard daour 
than one df a contrury deſetiption; and the cynſequente ic tei 
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Peu de pete, think? dae mien ir theie 
the-premiſes 2 — ite es fm 
ib plan, thut a recapitulation would | 
Thus are the morat Ant trfiglots dutics of the mufs Ef mund 
eſſential objects of attention to che intereſtx of finantd II ast 
the priblic good; and it is not, im Hany inftariety;' rut fo Feri 
able a coalition can be painted out, guppOfing, Atte Ip; 
portumt object to be #ttended te; we will proceed 40 the Bad. 26 
Phe price at uch labor ig done follows: "of dccuffe 5 ati Trove 
the golden maxim thould be again repeated, Wer 
thy of his hire.” When theſe pages were firſt entered upon, the 
prevailing idex of the'writer;" exeited-pofitbly by a near via of hu- 
man miſery, was, that the labourer had not his hire; ur, in other 
words, that his hire-wentd not produce him the cecefficies afiillte, 
"which at ought: to de and iſome of the 'comforts alſd ©ltholdaite 
doubt ftill'prevails an 'fonic- inſtances, but they are-exooptione anby;. 
not being ſuſficient'm number 20 form a general ivulz; ana pronts» 
pally are apparent in mamafudtures/whỹn the dm u ,οπσ̃ 
modity = likely to be, wr ivadiunliy; deanndhedby werornatheriun. 
avoidable cauſes ; although ts vertu n that; dna different rancis 
le and from a diff culiſe we) manufacturers: diminiſhed the 
prices af labour, via. todnorenſt the quapumintiiabborcto; he: pπν 
formed: this they haue done with :equalspreczfioni of Mginabeim 
Jetondey ms :derelicition uf morat:prinaipic:umeaſinieganthis ,ůẽQ 
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ait lame im the mme will de cineroalieds or hin Hamig¹ will ahoi 
want, which be will not ſuffer! while his induſtry can -provent it. 
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This weoitainly raiſed with: triKnck, and expended with Cares 
leſſneſa In the increment af this: part of their revenue, nothing 
more anght to he done, too much having been dont already but, in 
the iannof it, much reform maybe made. Here _ " 
ahothenipoinit to which the attention ſhould: be applied. - 

The'taſty» but not tlie leaſt; proportion af their revenue. ariſe 
again ought the at. 
tention to be: xedia&to.an object of the utmoſt importance, in- 
volying in itſelf a multitude. gf conſiderations ; but they ray be rey 


A man of ſober and regular mode of life, vf good motal and ret 
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the public good; and it is not, in Hany inſtanetu, tit fol Rents 
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portant object to be Ateuded 667 we will proceed to the fridge, Þ 
Ide price at ick fabonr is done follows of 'coutſe; a here 
the golden maxim thouldt be again repeated, CITED 
thy of his hire.” When theſe pages were firſt entered upon, the 
prevailing ĩdea of the writer, exeited-poſiibly by a near vine of hu- 
man miſery, was, that the labourer had not his hire; ur, in other 
words, that his dite: von not produce him the niovoſaxien afrilife, 
vrhich dt ought to de and iſame of the 'comforts alſd githelfaite 
doubt ſtill prevatis an ume inſtances, but they:are-excoptions oni 
not being ſuſficient'm number 10 form a general i ννẽↄ çwunti· 
pally are apparemt in mamafustures when the dt fopghodome 
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avoidable cauſes ; although arcs <crtaing! that; una. different quincis 
ꝑle and from a diff cuuſei have manutacturees: dimũniſha the 
prices of labour, via. todnorenſt the 4uapmumlofiilabuorcto; hei 
formed: this they haue done with :equalzpreczfioni of Mginaeüms- 
4exonde; ms deraliction af mural prinaipie amn ſoningimithis ,t 


amairdimimib his mages in piccc- moni time, and aba quai: 
Aity dame im thecrrnic will be cinerenH d, ut hin ami Willobe nin 
want, which be will not ſuffer while his induſtry can provent it. 
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plying the demand, And oe gehn by dikrenfing be prise of lbb 
o have reafoned the manufucturers; hut th primciple on delt 
they, when: reaſoning ui; ſuppoſtdi che pot inan / tutact, i 
almoſt worn out; „e Will apply te tlie pati rather thaw worth 
harder to make up hit bſcabearnings; therefore, in ſach inftagces, 

when they happen, manufacture literally-preys upon:agriculrore; - 
On the other hand, in -agticalture theſe cireumſtances' canner 
occur; the demand for labour is conſtant, 'and nearly the Hime 
throughout the year; nothing therefore, but individual inſtances of 
avarice in the employer are neceſſary to be here guarded againſt in 
defence of the poor and their rights, bas far as the prineiple The 
labourer4s worthy of his hire extends hofor, at has been proved in 
theſe pages, that he in general-is paid in theſe days by agriculture, 
in full 1 rer „ er e of | 
hire... wile 22d $5 
The ter with Ads Suda dt eee of 1 
bourers in agriculture, at their quarter- ſeſſions, therefore need not 
bei revived, ut leaſt the intereſts. of the poor do not require their 
execution; nor indeed were they ever intended to raiſe ſo much as 
to depreſs the price of labour; whether it may not be neceſſary. for the 
inter of agritulture, to: regulate the maximum price f labour, Jo as to 
preſerve. ſome proportion between word and price in its extreme, is worth 
the confideration ' of [thoſe obo calculate at what rate mn 1 oe 6 
to n leading tbe farmer a fair profit.” — | 
The law of ſettlements; and the conſequences ala — 
5 an enormous draft on the poor's: rate, and diminiſh that 
part. of their revenue which ariſes from their labour, by reſtraining 
them from going where they could make the moſt of it. It is pro- 
bable, if theſe laws wert repealed, preſerving at the ſame time, or 
enacting anew, ſuch reſtraints as tend to prevent vagrancy, the la- 
bour of the poor might be conſiderably more productive; and they 
would enjoy a degree of freedom they have a right to expect from 
ſociety, if not inynical to peace and good order: but this muſt be 
8 touched 


5 RTT ER Vl 


touched with a fender hand. The act of parlament reſpsding 
friendly ſocieties, which paſſed the laſt ſeſſion, may poſſibly be found, 
by. the experience of time, to do all that need be done on the prin- 
ciple; of increaſing labour, by increaſing the facility of chooſiug a 
relidence; yet it ĩs a doubt, — ras 
bable, but diſtant, conſequeuce. 

Nothing will do ſo much in this point 2 0 induduy. Can it 
be ſuppoſed, that a generation of induſtrious adults will ariſe from 
a race of idle children? Is the adage of the poet fo falſified. by expe- 
rience, as to prove that the tree. will be inclined reverſely to the 


bending of the twig? Unleſs we conceive perſevering induſtey and 


a life of hard labour will be taken up, and the habit continued with 
equal readineſs and facility as our neceſſary repaſts and hours of re- 
_ Poſe, we act againſt our conviction, by expecting the man to be in- 
duſtrious, who, when a boy, was permitted to live in idleneſs, 
Schools of induſtry would effect much good in this reſpect, and an 
application of ſome part of the poor's rate to this purpoſe is in 
union as well with the letter n 
laws. 
Houſes of induſtry appear fron the review which has been had 
of the general theory reſpecting them, and alſo from the inſpection 
of ſuch as are ſituated within that county which firſt made the ex- 
periment, to tend to every good end i they, by the means of ſound 
morality, religious duties, good order, economy, and ſobriety, make 
the revenue ariſing from the induſtry of the poor more productive, 
and expend leſs in their maintenance ; at the ſame time, that main- 
tenance is the reſult of an union of cleanlineſs, decency, and whole- 
ſome plenty; the reverſe of what we ſee in the cottage; the reverſe 
of what we fee in the pariſh work-bouſe, But it is much to be fear- 
ed theſe houſes of induſtry muſt be allowed, from the viſibly good 
effects of them apparent to the ſenſible part of the nation, to take 
their ſtations ſlowly in the land, and cannot, with ſafety, be ob- 
truded on our countrymen by the fat of the legiſlature. | 
| 2 2 When 
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When youth Has bew erainee to labour by habit eres 
bit has been enc hf ed by fewards, thehonorary und dutvatave ſpdt 


ſhould not deaſe j net ſhbud young people, ſo educuted, 5. pert 
mitted tonrerain ſtationary, poſfbiy to béchmne retrogreſſive from 
the inchenentobeing removed in maturvutiHft of hic they hure 


erperieneed the effect in earlier days. Mauch moue cn ben Deb 
rewards ttian and the ode f poor-laws avipigſetic 
holds out nothing but puniſumem y departing far from⸗ vie pdinti⸗ 
ples of divine retribution, which, white it threatens with tte. 
eee 6 22EUIEY the badꝭ offers eternal rewards to the de- 
ſewingort Storms o 91tesirget A irg 0 vinndot amy uy 
ohe mode . the means of following ſo ereellene an example 


imagination can conceive. To corroborate this idea, ſomething may 
be: collected from amidſt the maſs of human miſeries which'riow 
lays waſte: a neighbouring country: the French x00p8'1ave un- 
doubtedly> brave? perſeveting, and determined; ignominy together 
with the aptifted'axe, ſtrike their attention on the one hand] re- 
wards, feiring their enthuſiaſtie ideas, or relieving their exrtome po- 
ernten the other. God forbid that our fellow-ſubjeAg>(hould 
euer feel the impulſe to d diſeharge of duty from the uplifted axe! 
Nis dequally to be wiſhed that they may experience the incitement 
from the foſtering hand of reward, Eee HIT 
But neither puniſhments will intimidate from wrong, nor will 
rewards allure to right, while. ſedyQion, in the ſemblance of arti- 
cles of exciſe, ſtrides, with an unbounded ſtep, through this de- 
voted country ; while the financier and the moraliſt, the pulpit and 


the treaſury, are at vatiarice ; ànd the defalcation of revenue, by a 


decrement of drunkenneſs, is more dreaded by the government 8 
bad morals and a diſſolute people. If ale-houſes muſt p 
their ubiquity, if the village muſt, by means of theſe hot- beds o 


duction, partake of the vices of a populous town; the populous town 


of an overgrown metropolis; becauſe the treaſury>coffers' require 
repleniſh- 
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roplenifhings in eib tere all our endeavours tocpreſerve morality; 
ſue wb ci ap peer from among us, and debauchery, with his com- 
panions, hrilbueke her place : it has been the caſe: it is ſo nou: 
andi the; eſſacto are viſible throughout the land although: the re- 
mee: hut cortain, conſaquenoes are not attended to. Here) ſhould 
the determined patriot rike ; at this he ſhould aim the ſrafts of his 
eloqugnee, not at a; changecof political party, making an ĩnvective 
anc; political mraſures tha mr all nonſenſe to the million; 
| who, whatever adminiſtration rules, muſt live, and ought to 
live comfortably. Let the true patfiot! give them the chance 
of living ſoberly, by exciting the legiſlature to remove, from their 
too eaſy graſp; the temptation to vice: that being done, they 
will live induſtriouſiy, aud become a benefit, not a burthen, tothe 
n bt eit 91610d0110) UE A vνοtν 69 Hoitsnigsm 
Such ate the principal objects which ought, abe the attention 
of ihe patciotic ſtateſman. as he ſurveys tho vaſt horizon which the 
view of our poor, their rights, duties, and the laws reſpecting them, 
offers to his contemplation. If what has been advanced in theſe 
pages bas the good fortune to point out any leading feature in the 
landſcape to his notice, and ſociety itſelf, or the pooreſt indixidual 
in it, receives any benefit from ſuch an incitement of his attention, 
tho purpoſe of the writer has er ee ee 


himſelf 1 In vain, | 11164 | Ne 
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ME apts Hat gave its ; Hmdion 510 no . at reſpedting 
the poor, from the time that Mr. Gilbert's plan met its 
— as has been mentioned, until the ſeſſion of parliament- which 
was held in the year 1793 ; except that, by the laſt clauſe to an act 
2 2 2 paſſed, 


W Er TER Wm: 
puſs it! 416 Efe end amen 1 tl vas 
nated)! raff if M be made appedr x05 two faſtjveswP he 
-peacs that amppodyipetſon mall dt uſbaproper) mean got em. 
ployment, or, if he is able to work, by his neglect of worftj/or 
by ſpending tis ey im ale-houſag>oP7plites! of ba reputt &c. 
_ he ſhaibgorapplys proper portiunoοf his earhinge/to the tnalene. 
nance of+his wifeand fainily; atdvthoycthall become? chargruble - to 
their pariſh, he ſhall be deemed an idle and diſorderly 1 
anime funde oi ein9mbazns:wiknpon Inn viow Set 13 
By 33 Seo: III. c. 35; ſome alterations were made ed act 
 paſſed6qa the twenty-ſecond/yeariof his preſerit: Majeſty) for the 
better relief and employment of the poor; but} in dhe mean time, 
many diſtrictoc and pariſnes ad, individually; upplied for, and ob- 
tained, Acts of parliament for ineorpotating themſelves, and ma- 
naging their on poor; in a mantker different from that eſtabliſhed 
by the ſtatute - laws of he realm d adl; to whine 
llt has been remarhed; im a preceding letter, thar hut few; if any, 
pariſhes bad taken che benefit of, and'carried into execution; the 
plan formed by Mr., Gilbert in the ſtatute albadeu to; ant reaſon 
for that peraliarity has been ſuggeſted : but, by the Bill Pafſed this 
-ſelkory; it appears, that all the Clauſes in that act were not ſo per- 
fect hats 10 leave nothing im uncertainty; and that the wording 
of one or two of them, for want of neceſſary technical preciſion, 
might involve the pariſhes incorporating themſelves in diſputes and 
Jawſaits. It was enacted. “ That two-thirds, in number and va- 
lue, of perſons qualified, aecording to the feeited act, who ſhall at- 
tend at any publie meetings, and ſignify xheir approbation of the 
proviſions of the act, til be a ſaffieſent cotnplianer with the re- 
cited proviſion.” /' This amendment was intended to prevent thoſe 
-.who ˖ did not chooſe to attend the entings afterward coming for- 
ward, and oppoſing the meaſure when the pariſhes Had incurred an 
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aw: THe, Sean: olande- , 149,,0pable: theytmo-thinde af; the mers 
- 4nd oconyicrs Si land da ;yycommaend [two guardians: ef this por, 
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\2The-think-chwſe-initecenable;.all! the Mridhes: uniting to ge- 
hevectheir caſual; pears ionjointly, and in the ſameo privgportion 
nase are directed i onatibune bot che general purpoſes f the 
ſaid c 00 vliobielib bas albi un bomb of ited au Hung id; 
Theſe were certainly neceffary atoendments to the twerityiſacamd 
ef Geo. IIb eg 3. Rut the Section pointed! outoby Sir N M. 
Eden, in the Srft volume of mn 
are not ſo bvio us. (amy bits tos: 191196 
He ſays} +» That fem incorporations of pariſhes have taken place 
under the act ine to de wondered at, when: it: as iconfidera that, 
although jtempowers.the pariſhes uniting to bortom money; on the 
fecurity of the poor- rates, it directs Mat the perſons ſont ti the pour - 
houſe ſhall be maintained at the general expenſe of the patiſhes uniting, 
Section 24, of this act, undoubtedly ſo:\direSs- Audit says, 
199 ͤ — to the terms and in . RP 
„ 199 i „Masten 16d1 101 
I muſt confeſs myſelf a 90 bee oy. ld Dake chan 
. The poor! ſent to the houſe are maintained by the-conſolidated und 
formed of the poor's rates of the-incorporated pariſhes, or for which. 
thoſe rates are mortgaged, and, of, court, the poor in che honſe 
muſt be maintained at che general expenſe” of the pariſhes unvting, | 
as they muſt be maintained out of that fund: and I am more in- 
duted to think that no ſonid ohjection has appeared to this daufe, . 
Wan efcaped the notiee of thoſe applying for the amendment 
in 1793 : neither ean much doubt remain on the minds of magiſ- 
—— —— e to the houſe 
under the zoth ſefition of this act to ns boon 
It ſays, that all infant - children of tender years, at wha, from 


Ecident or misfortune, ſhall become chargeable, may be. ſent, &c. 
« But, 
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to recẽive poor gbuld. and 
6goify thafamg.ta zb guardiangy;;at hl wwonthix meeting. the 
gnardians n and, ther are beaghy. frdhüred ton diſmiſs, ſuch 
child Sram he, {id-apoatebauſe,” er Nothing 
mall gige auν POS f ſeparate anche or chüdreh, wunden 
the age of. ſeuen iq ears, from their, parents, without the condant.ok 
ſuch Porente, 10 £51150 bo gifs t bug : epnelnd 2940 taq bun 
 *,Hhayld) conceive;the-meaning.pfthio-dauſe.to de.cthatuald in- 
fant-gbildren who. ſhall become; chargeable may bę ſent to the poor, = 
hops but, if the parents or, relations of a, child {0.;{nt; hall 
apphi to 3he guardians, at a monthly meeting. then,. akg their 
child gut again $9; provide for. ĩt andi that. children under tha age 
of, ven years ſhall not even be ſent to the, ppor-houſe xyithaut 
the, leave of, the parents. The argument, at the ſeſſions at, King- 
ſtan, the, leaned baronst Sun Hhſer gon ture! rent 
point. Soi ot on o 9 wt b, nee ems? Ted? LU,E⸗b̃a g 
Naher Hater in this ſeſſion, by chapter 54. were the friendly 
ſocietigs y ithin the kingdom put on a new, ſecure, and reſpectable, 
footing; and, an. inſtitution which originated voluntarily among the 
baſt-canditioned,,of the maſs of his majeſtys ſubje&s, carning their 
ſubſiſtence by their daily labour, and which was calculated, as it 
reſpects; themſtlves, on every principle which can do credit to a 
human being, whoſe ſole patrimony is his ability to labour; and, as 
it geſpects their. cquntrymen, from: whom the poor-rate is taken, 
with a laudable intention to relieve them from the burthen which 
might be laid on them by the inficmities and accidents. of life the 
ſubſerihing · members are ſubject to, and to ſet: a good example of 
economy and prudence to their fellow-labourers z received, by the 
means of the zealous and unceaſing attention of Mr. Roſe to every 
matter which reſpects the intereſts of this kingdom, a ſtability from 
the, legiſlature, which gave, to What was ;befors the. paſſing of this 
act, an airy nothing, a local habitation, and a name: but, as the 
| act 
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act itſelf has been commented pol at large, i Rumer letter: che 
hedds of N hall fot be gait” repeated. h 01 lil, nt Ae 
Im ehbnvefTatibtt very My With 4 gentfeman high in office In the 

Cotirt*6f"Ehanttry on the! fübject of the pbör, heren — 
gaittaP upprstion in Nong terms terms of this att abus brd that 
ie Fruatioh — — the indonveniefite atterrding Sn of 
lenacte wr wreaſurers, &c. (dll render ach⁰iůunts 


Gt pay over balances : © And, in caſe of neglect or refuſal to di 


ver ſueh'sceoumt, or w pay Geer Talk done, or to HSH tratieter, 
or dxli ver, ue ſocurieies of Funds i mater aforeſtid it ſhall awd: 


may be dawfUI for every ſuc foeiety; in che nate of the troaſurer 


or truſtoes thereof, to exhibit 4 petition in the High" Coutt of 
Chancery, or the Court of Exchequer; or the Court er Seſftoti in 
Seotland, or the Courts of Great Seſſions in Wales, which mall 
aud may proceed thtereon in à ſummary way; and make ſack or- 
gers theretpsn, on hearing al parties concerned, us wo fluch court 
in diſcretion ſhall ſeem juſt. And, by ſec, 9. no fee, reward, ètno- 
jument, er gratüity, whatſoever,” ſhall be demunded, taken; Gr re- 
cerved; dy any officer” or miniſter of that court for 'uhy matter or 
thing done in purſuance of this act.“ He alſo remarked, that, if 
this kdlbeen left with che quarter-ſeftions! it would Hive fen thi 


parties muck time and expenſe; hleh unavoidably were-intatred 


from the application to the higher! courts, although no coſts could 
be given; and, as that was the euſt, the treaſurers, &e. ' might 
continue, and had contiffiied;” theit refafal until r 3 
proceſs of the-coutt for Cone pes 11 

It appears, from the very able treafiſe We eber of n. 


metropolis by a megiſtrate, that tipwartls of- ſeventy theufand 
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Purpoſes; >600;frigndly ſocieties ĩn — — vicinny 


nom inroporated by.a& of parhammnt, compel 46/qmctanice 


ann ſabworing<pcople;) who diſtribute to fuch a, megibere-innd- 
 forfupcnitspgaonsh ayer,:raded by monthiy:payantnts, ic io; 


-Hdthewgl no prociſq comparitan can be drawn from th nr 
mati bet) em the number of poor inhabitanti vun thbe niatiopatiy? 
and ita vicinny, ound the number beueſited hy friendly ac I 
cnough-appears, if the information be correct, to convince ud that- 
a large proportion of that claſs of inhabitants, who are likely twhe - 
at fome time in their li ves a byrthen. on the; poorrHates does aleridy 

partake of the beneſia of tei focittiey an London anddits wieinitys | 

probably, nearly as great a proportion ie ben eſted: byrtheavirgthe 

courtry+-If ſuch be the ddt vo-ini proportion with theiiextentiof 
ſuck a fact, any enconragement; wompatible: with prudence, that 
may tend to ſpread the good ariſimg from them ſtill wider among 
the maſs of our population, muſt be productiue of general benefit; 
as it will tend to ſupetſede, vr rendet needleſs;. any meaſure to in- 

troduce a-fimilar effect, unden the form af a iparochiab und Which 
min in its theoretie — will, it is feared i it 


ait | ariſes 
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ariſes not-Hom-<-voluintaty-principle, be attcaded th too large 
an expenſc; undd lax am attintivrrof theſe 'cencerned i ita ee 
E hy oligo AU ts > 


tending-theſe fieniiſy» foamies, which excludes n theſe who are 


maimec ot hope toheradinitted by ballot; it is not to beexpett-- 
ed, that thoſe, carrying about with them certain indications off the 


conſequently, a certain deſeription of poor will — 77/ = 
them, unleſs ſome means could be invented to proportion the-price 
of admiſſion, and the quantum of periodical payment, to the ap- 
patent ſtate of chealth; and abality-to work, iof the perſom propoſed, 
fill leaving the matter optional on the: part of the ſociety: in that 
caſe, it; might be a good ſpeculation for the pariſn 10 pay the 
t MN. f,, nn BAK 2G nor 20 9 q ] ]. 
Whether, for the purpoſe of giving theſe unhappy: men a reſt 
from their labour, and a proſpect in the decline of life of ſomes 
thing better than the workhouſa any: other inſtitution on ſimilar 
principles ſhould be eſtabliſhed by authority af the legiſlature, is a. 
matter of no {mall difficulty to determine a to take from thaſe, whay:' 
from their diſability to da much work, can earn but little, any perios-: 
dic, althoughdmall, portion of their earnings, with a view to anadyan- 
. tageous return of it in the ſhape of weekly allowance, when their 
diſeaſes increaſa/ and old age preſſes: on them, and to give them 
a certain weekly parochial aſſiſtance, whether in proportion to the 
Aaa number 
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nanobor_ oben erer eur aft (petite tre re, 
_ Lically for this purpoſes. is ſomewhaviiinvitaking from Nef copay 
Paul and that; rebfog lat; the! expca@@iifrebuſiiarkbloaroublopiar). 
fing from the neteſſity of) keeping -accomite}ofiifome: dexibdpofiies- 
_ tribanyerotH-fiooatorſt tf, r da aividiiongiztoq od: Alf T 
Fhetecis, alſo another: claſa ii: therpabs) q h furt 
8 negatives: butrmboſe miſaty cis: ſtrikingiy afbrmative; N 
tlie ceye: o humanity: muſi n ithought:wbeddone it here 
probably, d Hi,́ wf butdittle alterationg immun the 
women n whether. aer idm ab theo AO νννν ant 
thpſe cala pale thain lies mali, Thad: epprefd firus 
ation, parteealarly of.the: married hen „Ahab hace apis of: the 
Next Lettemn hu h f U οοναονινιν¹Fj,ẽỹ HEEmĩ¹νννj˖ae 
ser o, bot I Au tte dt lis H ch U u 
.coviotmant is omits Tia 11224 11900 rote reels 12) imviggur 15. 55 864 
off ir nN T0: 11693009 10711005 fat 3 nnr οννjjp 
nov {liv U beten iB E Roc E cocker e 
od 3811, WN t D bn wound dls banc Bliod 14s) 
1 farther we: crecede from ore fociathyand de eU 
Mime approach:tooſavage: fe; therm woetthed14piwe) it 
thaocondition:of: the females2:3t ſhould ſeem from tian that} Vin 
proportion as men make uſe of that os. fublime which induces d 
todook up toy anduattempt, at a humble and infime diſtimeci / to 
intitate the virtues; and rener themſglrey worthy c Ahe protection; 
_ off hei Creator, do they ſun ſihly feel: tlie ibleſſing: He fas granted 
them, ain giring them, 2 πνpρα¹h˖Mqn ot ad Nlave . infos 
rzor;) a ſex, |! whoſe beſt energy confrits in modeſt domeſtic! virtties; 
in ducharging her painful duticz;with ſubmiſſive patitmoch in ſboths! 
ing ithe dares, and avartiug, as: muchas puſnibleg the! anxietiesy/ at- 
tendant on her more active comatonmin. hi journey through! 
human life. But it is civilization, and its concomitant, edueation, 
which 4 theſe beſt A and] om an: i 
Wag. 8 8 A proportion 
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Theſe ideas preſa themſtlyos on my mind by the recollection vf du 
tminafrdiſagrahie ſandattens which basitooafter heen oooaſidned 
by'fhe diſchargeiiofithoidaties-of2/magiſcato ſituuted ir this purtibf 
—_ thekuigdbtrand fubjel twcapplications:!by thecoponr for an order 
af: reliefc tirequantly; have: thaſe appliemionb been made by femuleq, 
und happꝝ · muit i he have: fat himſilf iwhen tir la hure per mite 
him tatig their diftreffing complaints'/of wum wHfood/ for glds = 
thing. Thu cond nne the cafeiwhonumathers of ikirge/fatmilice/ bf 
witant-chaldron 1: theowives» f lazy, |. deprayed, and 'brutiſh}] liaf 
bands, have, with all; che os of truth and diffidence, related 
the-Rerving) miſerabſe tloa of their children and themſelves, 
attempting, nt che fame time, to conceal, or explain away, the 
cruel donduct of cheir glaay hr inprovidentihufband, I will ven · 
ture toi ſay. many magiſtrates have heard of, and known that there 
Sites. ſueh, inſtannes af diſtroſs ariſing from che bad: co 
huſbands and, falbems of families, ud mi, appear if in print 
thaſe:of the iaieb. ho kno tut little the aniſeries: of tho pont; 
have bean obliged: to diſmiſs the. ſupphants g hopeleſs of relief from 
the poar n late, by informing; them rbtir h, muſt apphy to the 
dovenſests for light: ii they rufe hm relief, he may then apply to 
the, magiſtrate. Alas b their huſbands; conſcious: of their impru. 
dense, thrin dum ktmneie, or laninefs; conſcious, either that they 
eamneſl ſuſſicint to fufiport their families, but ſpent it in anale: 
houſe, ar that they wern lany land had refuſed work, would mot 
apply nd tha uvexſears, and all arder for: relief from the magiſtrate: 
was ſtopped, Int iame unſtancrs, interference has done miſchief, : 


2 has been defired, not ordered, to relieve: it has been 
Aaa 2 complied 
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a mo r Getty pen 1 les —— 
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4. A blen ent d the bud er btn . Weh ſorch 
oft te! Mud tu dd Jae but n WSW uind bag mM . 
t6'the fe e eee wife ant fly, elt P 
looking off h las the ct ff — © boxint 2c 
Aübther Val tuftant tas, 66 Bite, Bern zel prhctzer utung ande 
clatg of laböurers Sache ap pda # ſmall proportivh 'of his 
_ Will's earnings for: the//tnaintimivice of bis wife and! family and 
efWilig her and his children, who ure at home, and probably un- 
eyed td nd t weft The conſequence uriſinꝝ from this has 
been bar Wely hilt Fred the youngeltthat-cdwinrer):about to 
Aibte f indtüfbr ages yikls eſpoczally, 4nd larking!about the feld 
amd fir all day ſtealing whateverithey can At he 
giclz fn lol Al {nit of modeſty and. propeletyibfdonduct und 
becõthe, dt à very carly period of lifes initiated din. ptbbebiiuchiery-: 
fr It i bi petibiccs/tHar informs w, tho who, from thiiribui cn 
| duet and tharkRer, Have ddt bern able 1o\got/diviy feos their fav 
Ss. __ tiliemto*Ervice/or  fortſe Heparate eſtablifianemy}=bevMtitovents 
13 nde ite tar a li eHhO d , hee by doubtful mar ν.t awd 
| | v6/l0ns im ſeducing their younger neighbours, by-informationt”Hhew 
| themſelves have found means to obtain better fare on more finery; 
$ | The laws reſpecting property: militatei greatly: with+thocdmition 
| intereſt. among the loweſt orders of Society : that principle which 
| gives” the | femme” cbverte no riglm to perſutaſ property;/ibut veſts the 
Mible in the band, not only oceafiontiimnumerable:inftatices.of 
aggravated diſtreſs; but appears wol be: Hh gaant to the general 
god. How many 'fainitivs' might and. ou be faved: from de- 
| ſtructionz had the wife but 2right to wharpſhe could acquire ! In- 
| | duſtry and economy ſtand! im needeof i this natufal-ancitement :<= 
| that the induſtrious andieconomicithould poſſeſs:a:;property in wht 
_ 1 and economy have obtainedior ard... 
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tba wein b lt phe ſex ls hiritg e 9 in 
be mixed in-h6in;rug aff Wien- While this 1 gone 
a That LEM 


waxed aut aky 1 | 
$eactal 25 mR married women, is fgcopr, 
mepdadirart thgt, indeed any change is. hinted at, any farther, than 


what,tends-tp degure,: in the Jowekt ranks of ſocigtyn to he woman 
and her infant: ehildgen, light to ſome proportion f ee 
of hob partgas And her on. which may, enfurg thera from Adar Ni 
while the huſbangl: ig t She qle-hauſe. In ay nd. partaof. this 
_ work,;theriafinite miſphiaf , done; to momlitys it] ECQNemye £9 ia 
duſtrwWuubatheꝛchenthꝗ anf. hof our e, to the political pfpſpeꝶꝭ 
of: thei-kingdiw,nby-ttieſe; licenſed promoters: apd, Tg tatles 
every (vida diſgtaeefu d haman nature, has been ly, dt 
oft © hay moſt. ſtilb remain the glaring opprobrium of gue reh: 
ginus an moral government, we muſt be fatisfied-to; pay hacR AN 
the ayer of relief te the mothers and children pf ſtarving families, 
out of our pockets, ſome portion of that, nen is Follefind 
by means of this miſtaken policy of the ſtate d 29vl5imaort? 
gagir K. M. Eden, among the maſs of information colloted] in the ſe- 
cond and third volume of his Hiſtory: of the Poor, has given, under 
the titie Parochial Reporte, Carliſle, an inſtance of à female 
friendly ſociety; and ſpeciſied ſome af their rules: and, at Lancaſter, 
has briefly givenan account of five of a ſimilar kind, but has 
not made fuch dtductions ,frorgtherinformation he has collected, as 
might have proved the quantum oſ good ſpelety in general, ori the 
members themſelves individualhy : may be likely to receive from 
theſe female inſtitutions, nnn * look and maſter af 


ec 1 wife may poſſeis. -iNobai 1135 
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one of theſe ſoci jeties, | 


ovorſeers ſhall, within four days After, the end of their year, and 


any one of the ſaid church -wardens and overſeers which ſhall re- 
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r fn the for 1796 I ff bad We hangun gf ques» 


gen with Mc, R fe. on the laws; I 
to He F tro immediately wt Tr — 
Pollble, te end bim my ſentiments in writing, — ub 
a Keteh of what, on the whole, would be molt adviſable, inn, 
ond, 15 proceed firſt upon. In conſequence. af .this. fa, 
withm a fe days, 1 ſeit him the following two memoirs, apcams 
ied with a letter; and alſo, by his recommendation, ſent a copy 
of the Hagen af che Hogg: to N= du. with an. offer of yen 


ſervices. 
Memoir 1. B _ Elie, * c. 2. 3 the; n and | 


other overſeers are nominated, maße and yield up, to two juſtices; 
a true and perfect accoum of all ſums ib them received, or rated 
and aſſeſſed, and not received; and alſo of ſuch ſtock as ſhall be in 
their hands, of in the hands of any of the poor, to n and of 


all other things concerning their office. 


And alſo, by ſec. 4. any ſuch two juRices- may commit to ide 


fuſe 


— © 

eee eee 
. 1. 28. thy fn en panty, den, 
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alf be appointed, delrrer up to 
. Account in writing, füitly entered i 
x Bobk to bE kept 4 i, e and ſignech by tüeis 
or uff fürn: ion ved, or rated and not receives 
Dee uy | be in their hands; er itt the 
Wands of any of the'poor;”to! he rote ent of all money paid by 
— —— fo accbühting; and of all other 
things concerning their officez-which-account ſhall be verified on 
oath before one juſtice, ' ho ſhall ſign. and: _ the ance, at the 
foot of the account, withbut ve 
By virtue of theſe authorities two juſtices ade Meir _ 
the Mg Sc cs bf (marr dftricks, to direct Heir, warren 
mit petty ebriſtbles, to make öüt a liſt of houſcholders 
ſerz bnd to Hur mch Ut on a certain day 10 0 he! 
appoint other overſeers, and alſo to give. notices to e 
. that day to fwear to their accounts.“ At this u 
an 7 as well as. the petty A preſents iy; , 
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"thai accounts; which: are mole: kept hv rebfuledbiabanar 
he xeduend under the: following dusdz, CiC A -g ads 


| eee Hannes the handa of the lateioreaſeerbecy anRrom 


eſtates jo1lackd left fo ue purpoſe of ganemal;charigy-, n ta. 
for the purpoſe of particular charities, inſetting. by :nameerede> 
ſeription. any charities. If. ſuch. there ben which: ar, ve, 
and the traſon. Fram , dinidends of funded:property> A intateſt f 
money out at-uſe;; fariths beneſit of tha poor gf tho ꝓariſni of ang. 
— 3+ From aſſeſſments to the poor's rate.. e dhe ock of. the 
Pooh 1512 90) o be eben vd ad mids noo din 5 


vagrants, Militia, bridges, gaols, S. o RKapanſdenet cc ning 
thei poor, cas, e churches, roads, ſalacien oto: miniſte rn &c. 
in. 2. Ditto, ofoveripers in journeys, ttendaness an magil> 
trates, ce. ¶ Dita of entertain ments at mentinge stine ig 
Poor. Ditto, of la- nder, coxpminatians, mens appeals. — 
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——— etorfchairy ſporifyiig the 1ntobd? ding. wothen, 
and anden therein under Au, tuen un abidveragze rewgluüt 
the-ycarowr 4s Ditto; of ch urtliwec he trovhenkiionendsy 
men fad Gren 3: Tpdeiffing'! e ewitibes of- TA] Nen, 
andlekzzaren, Undur-tlis ug oÞ 14 I Telit e-. Ditto; be- 
tikig he per t6 work2aldingp2imnena; auagpy e i,οi8uꝗ ads act 
oF ebf ere Abet being thus: koptiubder feparatwibeads, 
dee eech of thirabobuntsyerifitebioromi/iof bab t 

_ Gdoh/qualdtine 1 (b[Dbiruitotheny n, hn their ονοο tj 
bing HN u wo inagiſtrazes;# h H, o νοỹ,jiq df 
Tb high eonſtables ſhalt be digecal, to rνt to the clerk. oh 
peace uf cho uhu qmarter«(efidns, gitzun copy of Adee firvers thesk 
of the deli pte nnd lſhbrſamens mv the patties wah Mar GH, 
which Gall eve Bed diy Wr at- he quiartardelibre, byte! high 
reifinble, u ae copy; he Malk rebe ivw An · Are oοναty. 
ſhack} foriths nun of dach H L vetutncd, It ſum of 
That ehe Aerk of the peace be directed tos return; Within per 

hs after the quarter-ſefions, in a hapk. a fair copy of ſuch totals 
£o the committee af the houſa, enpointed for cha purpoſe of in of in 
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If an aft — cuuld be paſed previous ab dhe naar 
nomination of overſears; o, wü this: year fall very he 
attention of che peqple .could be excited % the erg by dhe 
judges mentioning it on the eiredit to the grand juries or by other 
means, the firſt returns: might be made to the. Hauſe of Commons 
ſoon after Eaſter; aud, by the ſame time bn the follbwing year, 
the information of 'two years may be obtained which, it. is appre- 
hended, may be fafciently-ample and concluſive to form a ſpecific 
plan; which, without touching the corner-ftone of the poor-laws, 


the 434 of Eliz. may; with great Probability of ſucceſs, - tend to 
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ebplere years are! paſſes; during: whichetherd13g every aberſom to 
&f bens ling ab fubhetd ord thenpoenlawngubyrteapidiiivides 30 in 
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to the overſeery reſpecting the revenus :xxiſed for the ri οf ihe 
Por; aud its erpenditure, during tha. pig apy; e eight 


iarvectbeen -rifirgrothosujpboatithat part 


Fore yſtentes Youblinpy rim others rioblingybanilyg an all; aer cm- 
fdably! mera, the! then iamvbanty: 5:the Erni arterittiog 
the relief of the poor ö | 
»a66101125} 30, wel o fr du ormprortmic 165Iboggk ggd 

edv 5iocatſorredſow:to fear; that the tnf f/ him mi ſery 
umd dur eountrymen}: whith:one might conceive u miniſh 
Proportion as larger ſutms hae been applied tn the irdtief2of2the 
miſerable, has not diminiſhed, but has increaſeds:! Mf νν,MN H 


her ünformation alluded to was incomplete ãnaſmuth 0 al- 
though it told the Houſe of Commons the ſum-experuded; and ſonie 
of the different heads of expenſt v did-notimform them of the 
number · of poor refeved;;- un | infatanition ej, to judge of 
the cbmpetence of the ſum raiſetl tothe object to which it has 


den üpplied⸗- e no ing eee e et eee yg 


Nor did it inform the houſe of that part of thet revenue ap- 
plied to the uſe of. the poor, which ariſes from eſtates; real-arid 
perſdnal, which have been left by will, or given for charitahle pur- 
poſes, throughout the kingdom, which is received and diſtributed 
_ the — and eee * n account was 
it rern 4; 22 
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attetmatedth hanh,ͤmꝓ1b by a fubſequent a ꝰοοf parliamemt, but the 
returia ware very innnimplete. bes DHH, Hiν,ẽj N $row 
citiNorpertignlas attention;fmathe informative which eat obtained 
un po ahis;.ſubjeRt;: 20a9-paicets the incorporates houſes) of 
induſtry; inftitutions which. then had profited'by the experien oe in 
thofhalifiuigts where tue ape fituatod, bf ſome years, ihdinow'!lave 
tho/aupetiagc of atadditibaatinwabes of tas i Aninquiryrinto 


ithorecerpts :aadrdifburiements: will throm fame farther flight/cav 
he eG ra" cidec; . eee wee tibet #129125 off 09 


— 7 PER nn rob od 36: Woite; Ine 
Iygaoreptalgor alttration: af that part of the law of ſettlemants 
which oeftraihs} the poor from getting their iihread bete aheylbeſt 


van cant, at the ſame time taking cate that ſuch liberty ſhall not 
degtuetate into wagrancy. The names oft Adam Smith, MT. Hay, 
Mr. Townſend, and Sir William Toung all ſanction this idea. 
Zy inſlituting ſchools of induſtry, on the powers already given 
by the 43d of Elizabeth, to ſet poor children to work, and W 
— r og tPþ fo 4 
By compelling the overſears of the poor to find work far the 
* dave. ol. Moda z . hald ub, % ii sch 
- By, encouragement of bor - clubs; and by ing the pauper 
cho removes from his place of e tilement to another pariſh to con- 
tribute top tha; bau, alub here be relides or, if there is none or 
the club-there: inſtituted; will not admit him, by obliging hi 
make à ſmall pe riodieal payment, while in health, towards, his main- 
tenance in tune of: diftrels, to the pverſgers of the poor. e Pa- 
Fills and to ſend his children to ſuch ſchools of induſtry. 
Bbb 2 By 
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.c Beforgithe end- of the pteſtrit zeſſibms of Parliament y ve 
eaved chat dohν nN he- digvned pr eh te beter / the 
Houſe of Commons, conta aug the b bnd ſuetr ut 
in perle ative davhalare ſuggwI Det a aww hEoncc 
ht tic form o un tot theukeenionoray bs coafidtredofby 
ponelemen duting the win, and that dei churH HAND and bags 
gelben Mu be ere % the ſubjebd, turing u ian 
may eend torender / ehe ſyſtem of poordiavis ahotexotiduciytng” the 
Huppineſs and vun tf thei ppor mthernadſitives; mail tebtenptcfive 
e e 15 en rege ar inem Hun 
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Wr. a few days after my veturn into the cotiitry, Tt 
another Membir, further exptHiiltoty tf fry di, to Mr. 
Ro6ſe7 of which the followirig 18/9 Ce 5750 wilt ne nrtiotiognem 
Medi III. The information 4pettcd fror tlie Bill recom- 
theiided; preſſes principally on three poi: 
y * The revenne of the pbdr. Veit eino Jin 1 Jrotnanv 
2. The expenditure of that revenue, 7077” lady po Dit 
3. The number of the poor relieved, 


Therefore, 
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— his informanios, ben benin ede will; 2 Gain 
2 . The future good which may de reaped from aan! 
Gait af be poorer may: del and eftimated;2' 31 5 yd h 

an bfu, as much; ea % 1 hn ſrom the 
ene f thecinguiry,o an the. ability; of thoſo who ure: to 
make return to it, ſbauld appear in the returns. 06 the-ureriecrss = 
and-that nne ſt o deficiency may, in dom degere, be made apr. 
purent, as to the articles of receipt and expenditure, by cqmpating- 
the rn made to this bill; with thoſe mate an the years 198 z, 
18, 19854 hay glaring vartativn, either of noceipt or 2kppoder 
tary, being tnatked as un objedt of reviſion . om mo! lo uoH 
And, probably tan: office-letter, directed: during the uss tion 10 
the neareſt mngiſmate rte that pariſh where ſuck; inniſeit iciffrrende 
appear routing bim fp order) the overſoers 40 gt him-owach 
theirdoak of aren¹jE OI to reviſe She totals tranſatinted gorthe clark 
of the peade oando to ſentl the account fo. reviſed tothe offices 
apo: 2 yacoive-the-ſame, will be the ſhorteſt and moſh ef+ 
fetual means 10 render the returns perfect before the-naxt-{eſſioh of 
parliament. 

An aninanl:check, or eontrol, to be held over the overſeers* ac- 
counts, by their return of thoſe-aveounts-to,-and the inſpection of, 
parliament, is one of the heads of regulation moſt likely to operate 
in the reduction of the poor's rate and expenditure, and the ameli- 
oration of the ſtate and condition of the poor. | 

Their conduct and. accounts are not ſubject, as the laws now 
ſtand, to the reviſion. of any. perſon, ſave individuals. of aan 
who are often too much intereſted to wiſn for any reviſion | 
magiſtrates, if they have the authority to ſwear the overſeers to an 
{wer to the truth of ſuch queſtions. as, they ſhall aſk them tquch- 
ing their accounts, are not generally, in the habit of the practice; 
conſequently, their accounts 84 be kept i in a ne 4efaltpry, 
and equivocal, manner, | iT 

'T The 
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agrke {66RD f tle! lowerſedty ebminte undwnppbpem kee 
"Lotti füch AAN by che znteudeds Bly made themed. 
taining the information, was mentioned H D e a 
ſubject of permanent regulation x Slie2poMbly Nit wii iter Form 
a part f WE generäll y Ire tie reform of he quan <ldw(]uckinybe- 
come; at Pfbſeflt DA permanent act 1916912.4 1% gehn: 
e fkerth and{plati-contained div thei lrf@cntwe/medaoirycuaving 
een approved of; I Was denred tel are MT. Loewen oN chis 
Clanbere In the Temple? chat (heh ub parliament U rebe inen 
t be drawn under my inſpection as ſoœn = poMbli, as i was 
Attenlleck to be immediately pro pbſoc to the Houſe! of Gammon ; 
' aa r approved of by parñament, and paſſed into date oyer - 
'[eets "tight" have time to make up theltaacνν,uam and eur un- 
fers tothe quieſtions in the manner . ſpeciſied in therithedule; at the 
ſol Time of pulling theie-accoutits; before the«magiſtrarss/>40 the 

"following-Eafter,” {ULUDOL 19 42110449 BEL isi HE; Weh 
//1:Atcotdingly the act was drawn; and I left: town / in the Gall belief 
hat, in as ſhort 's time as might be, it would paſs the b.)o Houles ; 
afk ferkiving the royal aſſent, it would, at the enſuing Haſten abe 
the rule for paſſing the accounts · of the overſeets chughout ; that 

pat of the kingdom ſubject to the poor- las. 

"119 [Bat other matters more prefling occaſioned. the meaſure to be 
poſtponed, and it has ſince been abandoned, as far as, I underſtand, 
on account of the expenſe attending ſuch an inq ui. 
It would be preſumptlon to aſſert, that ſufficient information 
reſpecting this important ſubject. is g? already collected; and in the 
poſſeſſion of thoſe from whom thè nation enpects an amelioration of 
the preſent ſyſtem of 'our'-poorLlawsp? A great body of information 
may be got together by ile inquirios uf individuals: each one fixing 
his attention on a particular -poidt may, certainly collect fufficient 
intelligence on that point to be able to form q general rule: it may 
be ſo done; and, if it is ſo done, it is well done; but, unloſs ſome- 
khing of the kind has been done, it can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed but 
that general 3 would be with greater certainty aſcertained, 
| if 
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dee ei ads reſpectingoĩ he mash f therpoor 
. was ore-eptapletts and that information; Collected and Applied to 
g eſtabliſhcertai principles 8% nostotnt as 9 wh 101 
e Forſinſtance, wat i oneceliany to knowwhetherhauſes, of 
ty nau be. encpurkged — lager roi 
themſelves over a greater proporthem fn the-kjngdamathan, they. now 
+ ecaupy do hati the / inqqulxios intb he tate andi gondition f the poor 
in thoſo/ diſtricis vera they —— eftabliſied. a length of, time 
applied, to knew; whether they haye.deereaſed; or increaſed, popu- 
ALetion- If chez occaion popalation;$o\decreaſe,, they Maud nat. be - 
. encouraged,) becauſe it is a proof that they do. not tend ta the hap- 
pPimeſs of the governed. if population is, progreſſinc, the an Mer is 
in their fauour in that reſpect. Are the manners. of the PRAr hotter | 
- ar worktinitheſt:difticty-ahaniwhers —— been 
ereßted ö Arges wen oiches: gammitted,. eſs. drankennely; and; dc- 
bauchery in practice? Have houſes of induſtry tended wo. inexęaſe or 
diminiſn che pOor's rate ? If it, appgars.40 bg the general gengency | 
of the anformation applied; to chis quaſtion, that the mor als gf thc 
poor are more correct, that the poor 's rate, Where theſe houſea,have 
been inſtituted, has not advanced parh paſſu with thoſe diſtricti iin 
ſimilar circumſtances as to: the kind of work the poor am employed 
im yhere there ture no houſes of induſtry, be it in general agriculture 
or manufactures, the anſwer in this reſpect 1 is alſo in their favour ; ; 
and all the declamations againſt them, as being diſſonant to the feel- 
- tags of the poor, fall to the ground. for, in diſtricts here ſuch 
meaſures art purſued. with the por, that population rathen in- 
creaſes than decreaſes, wherernthe: moral. duties are more genegally 
attended to, fewerictimes committed, andthe poor, maintained at 
leſs expenſe. What can a ilegiſfator require more to convince him 
that houſes of induſtry, in diſtriſts eee 
ral, but an advantage, to! ſociety? d 02 301100 164, 19 29N2gt9T0 
Information thus obtained paper the kingdom, and inqui- 


ties b e to other leading principles rer Rn 
rel I . 1% 111 B bb“ 9 1 18 3 would 
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exppaffiom to: aſſern that the fan of ihis country aden 
being ſorappheds! dg thong 244201 1 112 et 211 110. 
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miracle enen ane eee 
would be attended with the beſt effects. ice en Ag Nl. 
1 Gene ee ee knnen eee e dae ed. 
ſion oß choſg cho hae el the power A the inclination tone wf 
ſerviea;$&Khe/g0un uw auit his vm mpdrtã m pit u leglathan; 
ng emi¹, tuytolapplyt that information! properly; ad Wee 
cam be no douht hut au in yuboſepbllaion that imformmatiau r 
— —-„-ͤ adit is not too bod a 


There is no doubt but tha nformation rectived hy the Bod 
Commpny neſpectin gi xen Dy 3589,\.15841-1785} i very 
— — it certainly is rague and diffüſire, and cannati oaſiiy 
be cone hUHa bed ſo 45, bo. apply 10. a; partionlar point à and H it 
2 it reſpects the ſituation of the poor in thoſe years, not 
+7974 House fan the queſtions in the memoir alludeti to would 
tent 2 ,ſufficient: information, that a perſon at a 
coup, # gl, might ſes the, preciſe ſatuation of the poor im -every 
debbie js, not n. to be ene N 


doubt, bnt, with — Attention;/is ſohedule, hocording:achettdety: 45 
the overſeers might be directed to keep their accounts, could be 
formed, hich would anſwer that purpoſe; and it is the meaſure at 
large theſe pages attempt to ſuppott, not this particular ſpecific» 


tion of it. — £87 111157 on If (19 212 56 17 45: IW .. 1011. 72 034613 Dil! 


Before this Letter e eee e endend nen {of tWW 
acts of parliament which paſſed in 1995 aby:the firſt of Whick the-- 
law of removals is conſiderably altered by the other, friendly ſo 1 
cieties are farther encouraged, andi their powers extetidedi Sluslo eit! 

The 35 Geo. III. c. 101. after retiting n othe preamble tie 13 
and 14 C. II. cap. 12. repealsſo much of that act as enables juſ- 
tices to remove paupers 858 to become cbargtable; and!enaftsithatno | | 

$4 45 perſon 
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-parſonpfhe)l d9:53mpred: toither lach of thcin2laft [4dghls PR WT 


unte chaxchgllihaye become gcfualy chargeable ro the parith in which | 
they ſhall mhabit. eee Shad d M hob d biyon 


Thesſecand ſection. alſo æmpomerb any jut G ther elbe tb 
fuſpend the Hd re mνν od; it hAl / anpear to c Hatlche 
pauper id an able qoidravghribyoreafurr of ſicknaſd ou u HHHm IN, 
and ahat the charges: incutred ibyuſueli i ſuſpenſion ſhalb he pad U 
thopficeraoh the pariflufiichychothey are ondere to be remννά̈ d 
with coſtsa but, if ſuth chatges fund (coſts) exdeet tent pouad. 
an appeal Heth to the quarter · ſeſſions. und that this act fall 
not alter the power of juſtices to puniſh vagabonds,-exeeptacito? 
ſuſpending the:vegrant-pats on abeount of illmeſs. mtl! 
The third ſection enacta, * That no perſon, coming intꝭ any pai,” / 
toouſlupa or place. mall ffrom and after the paffing of this d, 
de enablal-eo gaim any abrtiememt thertig by delivery of -Hofle in J 
writing. t slot a ht, 299 40, eee ee eee 14 eee 

The. fourth I hat no perſon ſhall gain a ſettlomert hy paying 
public: taxes or levies for any tenement of leſß than ten pounds 
yearly value: and, by the remaining ſection of this act, tügues unt 
vaganonds are to be confidered as chargeable, and may be removed; 
as are unmartied women with child; and, in caſe their removal is 
ſuſpended until after birth, the child is to ary . and 1 * 
ſettled inats mother's pariſh, wy 

No one but muſt generally 195056 of the niiaeiphes of this 
act; hut a queſtion: oecurs on the conſequences reſulting from 
the third ſection, which enacts, that no perſon ſhall gain a ſet⸗ | 
tlement by deliyery of notice, which ity fact they eould not, be- 
fore the act, without a reſidenca aſterwards of forty days. I H. 
tice, therefore, now neoeſſary to gam a ſettlement? Does rot 
this clauſe virtually repeal the; neceſſity of notice, and leave an op- 
portoniy for a pauper to gain as ſertlement by a reſidence of for 
days, by virtus of 19 and 14 C. II. cap. 12. without notice If" 
it is pan * of the ſtatute that, by notice and reſidence of 
Bb b# 2 forty 
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ums, of money 121 may e hed erh ith lig üemtehenes 
or Ie iel. Is 4 3 which r. equires foli&l'aifeuAlor aß it is 
attended with. ex) nſec and. Uchte, and is, im Pot Ulgret, Shen 
to. an expentive, if not 4 fraudulent," deman &pbH" tHe 
11 reapeck no benefit from the labour of tue pa 
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r 
4p oY capable of any. II it is an eptitable- claim, AKRhbugti it 
may 3 ag the aggregate of expenſe, it may de fight 46 ſane- 


tion 1 it; if it is "ot equitable, and it can be proved ti ber- 
convenient and expenſive, it ought not to be enevuitaged by! the 
auction of law. , 

It is an acknowledged enkel, by the wit politicians, that 
the riches of a country are in proportion to the induſtrious exer- 
"tions, of- the individuals of a country, and conſequentiy an inere- 


ment of induſtrious population” is ah increment! of riches. © The 


obſervation applies as wel wo 4 ce a I a x Village; a8 to a 
5 JH 2 1 - 30161 

An individual, removing from the place where he was n has 
9 in ſervice, ſerved an apprenticeſhip, or, by any means, ob- 


tained, under our preſent ſyſtem” of poor-laws, a fertlement, re- 
moves, 


rn _ W 
Svea mathe, Plage here : he has, We: a debt of grati- 
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e ee ee "Soi 1 6 RO pe 
which he received it, to anoth 5 face, 4 55 For a Yer re | | 
EOF Theo Rid 8 5 and. e pl 15 0 
yo" 1 6 ol Fs teh: 1 fer py 


that ing 105 he 170 ortion to 
jay Ku 1 116 Ah or 15 ee Ty 125 ee | 
indaydualsjn it 3n. 9 5 F i? To. 22 eh 
the, labopring-man, was, ſettled 725 has not a 10 Has Tea 0 
none, or very 12 2 benefit f om its p ar ſhioner : aneh pat ith 
; then. ought; ine in ſkice, 9 bear th e expenſe ! of \ the 8 na Then tice 
of, this "many: When, his ability o lbour f. 18 2 1 © 91 05 
expenſes, 6x056 chig, pr, 9 A 88 8 e 
can bg. ng, SPAR Gf FD LP Pen iv concluſion 21 516 ie e- | 
pals, ee 1 ;that at is g, ſufficient et of e 19, te | 
125 h 4193p, is fettſgd to, ſend him. Home to > be tha. 
=O $,can..no longer earn his own 1 e, ; with 
4 Ging, biz; place. ef ſettlement with, tho 2 7 Fhuch 
| : haye.arilen, to the pariſh. which he has benefited ; 14bouj 
* meer this humane act ot, pärliament, eh 5 0 
tas. zemoval, . ile, from illneſs or iofirmity, it 1s thougt t impro- 
per hy the magiſtrate he ſhould be removed, . oy 
hat expenſes are daily arifing throughout the kingdom, by * 
this principle of. rejmburſement, being carried, into practice, f is a 
fact; as it is well. known, from, experience, that the maintenance 
of the Paupęr, after his or der der of rempyal,; 1s ſuſpended. on account 
of illneſs,; is not managed, by the. oyerſeers of. the pariſh where he 


remains reſident, on that cloſe, ſcale. of economy with the mainte-" 
nance of their own paupers, becauſe they know the order from the 


_. magiſtrate. will entitle e ae neither is the ”pau- 


per conveyed, to his place 0 ettlement. with that cheapneſs which 
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ene 'of « diſtreſs we have lately paſſed ; ſome obſervations may 
poſſibly de made; ſome fuctt may be ſtated, A foundation fer 
lation, on 6 ſubj@ reſpeRting which, one may rep 

Ire to ſay; at ur ingom xr 0g 
cauſe of homanity and or his countrymeh, ab nbt 16 feel an intereſt, 
and not to be willing to Het his mi of nf 6. e the 


poor, 45 kat af mi be, From their miſerable ate, and ihe 
from its fun og ghd! expenſes on their accou af nn 2 
Withobt Teturting the numerous facts with ae th public 


prints of the line 2 4 filled, which, if individually kelated or re- 
ferred to, 'w :tafion this rude ſketch of the ine of the Pbor 
to emulate In Ik the hiſtory of a great nation in dela; ts pre- 
ſumed that 5 valuable truths may be collecked from the 2 
which; being made uſe of, may prevent thoſe whoſe high office it is. 
to give us laws, or to propoſe them, from any material deviatibn 
from what is right, in the attempt to improve the ſituation of the . 
os by amending the en ca pref 1 0 


* firſt obſervation which occurs is, that the impulſe, occafion- 
ed by the preſſure of ſeaccity-andutho-kigh-price of corn, on the 
minds of the people, excited in them the idea of riot and miſchief, 
and, in many places, inſtigated them tb the actual attempt, -4 
taking away the corn brought to market, by threatening the 
Tonal ſafety of the farmers and miller, and deſtruction to 
property ; and, in ſore inffances, by carrying thoſe laſt threats 


into actual excrution. 22 
. The 
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their vctunne to . 
lief to tliem and their families, dd the, ſymptoms. of .righ ag 
" order biſappraty/ianchourj b 
 Gfrance: from ther gratuitous. gantmibutions - af their mare E 
migen, together; with, an allowance fm the DT 
- their relief, vaſtly. groater than any,ahey had _batore, experienc 

© inivyined that in nx; exent they, hond Rays pecgived, ipaſled through 
this period of threatened  faming,and; (pal. argh, without any 
obſerrahle ĩnateaſe of human Mortality. 55% ln 
„4 würd matter, it if delieved,.; nf fh Sa that, 
in no inſtance through any, . 
untenſe the pcor renei ved to heir. ines, 
anmbpçͤ , and parochial relief, apprpach ea 
21 breath. ©: vithts 5877 angyy 9 95 5801 ro Fair wy propor Try 
to : another fact alſo (hall, be taken. an that, in on: 
roof wages farmed, the principal mode. in which. 9 Rl | 
gens mien 4 N rag gage and Wm of 
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} . — — 4 excited by th 0 nl e 7 iltrels, 45 in i tas 
- caſes where dearneſs of provi ifion ns_has alarmed cheir attention, as 
bon lately, happened 3. ar from the neltewents of detnagogues x 1—— 
and miſrule, from political or e it ſu 
truth, that, whatever ; can. pre po a. more 1 70 active nſec 
tion as to the; management of the or, a 
upon their minds, that the watc hful eye 0 A5 autho 
+ ever;over their intereſts. and conduct, a as well to guard thoſe in 1 
from being affected, any farther chan direct w Unipels, Hom 
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a nf HE af betb nnd, timery uc ho Kram ti dum or 
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— 0 une, 
11 dhaund m ſcenbs of 
nt and lenser f dtd er- Gel, nns elh orhermatarabarid-politital 
intact f/ diſorders] ftw 1 Men wider meaſare to prevent than 
to ſtoß or HAV ufter thefermetifation ifexeieed Rhe pohtician fas 
well as the pleyficign' Will allo thib u.. tharttm, this it ig eur to 
rei than to eke f; orbit affe. in: 10 bong els * 
The ſame principle is alu eHrHHy ian culka ret fromthe fchnd 
obſervation war — prompt attention? to the 
riſing dilrütbättveß att etermn On to Eee the daties of ma- 
817 weis attended with the" beſt effects: dut, when theo populace 
were LEP 4 mor cdefeive mealis on the dne hand; and mare - 
Planation and on the other, were neceſſary to diſſipate 
the riſeh taimult, chan magiftrites/ unpibterte by any met of 
> 14 ae rere, in every caſe, willing of Able to wakte ue of ; becuuſe, 
3 Tce ſenti nent 'Prevails as to calling in the aid 
of e military” exthpt in whole tafes Whelt the Mipofition of the 
mob is nororibully riotous, thelt bellaviour threatening and audaci- 
ous, and they ate in the fat of 'conjiiitthiſy acts of miſchief; be- 
_ fides, on this vecalion, theu ht cauſe for their alarm and diſſatiſ- 
faction was obvious to every che price of bead · corn 
continued ' riſing, before the arveft T 1796, to n Height bitmetto 
unprecedented, aid bearing ns proportion whatever with the means 
which labour, by its largeſt Wages, |could procure to puruhaſe ne. 
ceſſary e CRY in Hany parts of the kingdom, ehe price 
of wheat anjourited to abovt wells of fourteen ſhillings the buchel, 
which would” ethanſt the Whole gains of in"indulttiouy famüy of 
be or * Perfond, where agricultdfal labour Is largely paid, leaving 
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oOkigorn, from each of the, neighhquring, paciſhes," appeared. at the 
juſtice - meeting which as then held, hen the overſeer were re- 
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cithgx(oncjeomedions ppplication tojhim, oa, being, refuſed, 
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the; magillrates> for; theigi rolf. in ches thewammedi- 
gen sig frelinge and appnehanſDtbetauſe as! ſacn 
heir attention.oonld be ſufficiently gamedifor the q vie vf deaſon 
ande they had hem made-:ta: underſtand the langer 
they incurred by riotouſly aſſembling, with themen over-awe 
gs Alarm thoſe Who yrs diſpoſad to do emu thing thei laws 
ou dmit, of, for let, that if they, continued :afemblefl, 
alkanes from. the miluary would: be applied, for, hut, that, i. they 
pere and; returned, peaceably. to, their xeſpective homes, mühe 
tolloning day the magiſtrates of the diſtrict would attend, and theb 
£vFFy, individual head. of a family, applying. peaceabiy and by-himdelf, 
—————— from, the magilkrates:an order for relief, 
Hrgpartionate 46 what in. their: inn the; urgency; of the cal. and 
dhe individual wants.of the,poor perſpaepplying,xoquired i. the coke 
Jefteg mob retired from ghe. ſpot;to,ginagbbouripg field, hene they 
#alked.zhe mater over Amongethanaſelnes,. and in a f hours all 


| diſperſed. sup cht vchbus - d N 497. ih ele d 


she next day, four Wee e eee eee | 


Wes to provide flour ne the conſumption of their 
pariſhes 
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pariſhes ritdHiareaft, tardifell-iorto-ohe Phorobf ct pirifies ofa 
_ pricef\ghich 60d enable) thefivis reep refer MAIN FART fes 
bynbs cardiggsthejs nhade Ah ane qual ur fuperivÞ pr iE for With 
taking plare iti the. follbwinꝶ winter the poor che applythgh ffn 
[piacedblecaridiordec|pdmmunndrifor relief iche d dere then 
_pecomhentled to allow!)exch/poor: family ſupenes a head ft ech 
indiytialirodpolingyiibifamnily] ti, over and above tlie EAN 
irefiefithey'1 ad cbefore received} and were. ke betinue to tπνẽwm w 

 whichplan yas warf icq amo execuion throughout tlie hundred! H 
every ſymptam io 2ior ceaſed and, encept im 4 very He- HHV, 
chi was thelchly relief the poor in dhe Hondred fr RUMI! id 
che county of Suffotkþaeceiyed through ehe timt of Rattity, After a 
Lbfficiency-of wheavforrthe! fupply vf the demalldik Gf ttb prot tutitil 
the haruveſt md g,. ü pre,“ by euch becupler g eigaging tb 
Hirnuhca-proportionalipart df the wheat Re ha® rSmaihmg it hafd 
at a price fixed byconſent} which price wis tobhe mate ork to 
him out ofithepoor's . e yd bon yorls 
The πα,—Li Aas wages in this county ay de tate At egit 
ſhillingda hook m fummer, and ſeveri Fillings in wintere befditgt fle 
tcutcity of 1795; and, except in caſes. of neſs or gecichrſtal t 
Semity, a famiſy, conſiſting of a man, his wife, and three chillyth, 
had, in general, no allowance from the pariſh: he; therefore,” tived 
upon, and his \family- was ſupported from, his earnings, 'together 
with what his wife und children cou add to them; which little, 
whatever it miglit be, I fear was hot inereaſed in the time of Tear 
dity; but, ſuppoſe2iv (agountt@ 132 atzout eighiteen- hence ot tird 
ſhillings" d week, :duting-[thotinis of Yearnels, his income was in- 
excaſed, by tile ſixpenos ordered tach ind of 'his family, to 
ten ſhillings and ſixpence a week, and by the riſe of wages one” Hil- 
4ing more, anll tlie enf ning -vfhigofamily makes the ſüm thirteen 
ſillinge or Alürteen (hYlingy undd HEHPBenet: but the quarttrii21oaf 
vs riſen from flxpetite, its price when wheat is 12 J. a load of five 
quarters, to à ſhilling, at 24 4a load; and, for ſome weeks, to fif- 
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nm this; netghbourhood, /barley-rakes and potatoes. were. 
pheaten bread, | a loaf of, which was, at 
fly Rupp 
which ſeren pounds" Gf bran had been taken in, 7 Ma ach 
buſhel; was in common, uſe. with: al, both rich and | 1 ſome 
ulech dhe Hour without. dreſſing, as it came from the, None . the 
mill. In the northern counties of England, it e . jo bur= 


leyrbread and potatoes are the food of the pop to the 
excluſion: of wheat 3 or that, where wheat flour 1 3 it 


forms but a ſmall, proportion of the flour that makes the loaf, rye 


end harley being mixed with it ; therefore, the o poor, in this Mie 


of the illand, were, by. the ſcarcity, reduced to be! on food 

lar to what their countrymen. in the North have been, in the cheap- 
eſt times, in the conſtant habit of uſing. 

The adoption of theſe articles of food in this part of the king- 
dom, at this preſſing time, will, in ſome meaſure, account for the 


poor being able to ſubſiſt themſelves and families at the time the 


price of wheaten bread was more than doubled, while their addi- 


tional income was not increaſed a third, as appears by the inſtance 
taken of a family of five, which is ſomewhat of an average-number 
in a poor man's family. 
This fact corroborates an aſſertion made, in a a former part of this 
tract, that the increaſe of the expenſes of the poor does not ariſe 


A E * Sir F. M. Eden's Hiſtory of the Poor. 
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from the increaſe of the price of the prime neceſſaries of 

life as from other. er cauſes which have been memtiöned; and; pofft- 
bly,” that man Win, in the event, be zeknowiedged the real Friend 
of the poor, and alſo deſetve the good word f his countrymen, 
Vs points out in what thoſe other expenſes conſiſt, and infigaes 
Parligrnent to to ati nguiry into the fat, and to an attempt tv 
preveht the Contimustiön f its excels. 101919910592 2G Hao 
Had breat preſerved n thi ebene of the poor 
| Which has been imagined, is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that ſome 
of thoſs ſubſtitutes for fine flour, which the ſcarcity of the times 
juſt paſt by had drawn all conditions of people to, the poor would 
have continued in the uſe of, with the view either to find meney for 
the other purpoſes which they might'with to indulge thenielvesin, 
er to lay RY ated hs ah of difttels," 086 preſerve 
hank ow Neceſſity of application to the offifers!of the 

Vid Ae, to ſecure themſelves! fromthe! preſſure 

of ae diſtreſs," where large families receive large allowances 
from the | r's rate, but yet not ſufficient, together with the: earn 
ings, ings, bo fir them the neceſfaries of life? 4 eco? 
Bot, it is believed, no ſuch prudential ſavings; in this witerial 
atticle of life, have, in general, been'contintedin the dotieftiteto- 
nomy of the poor. The preſent moderate priee of wheat has, al- 
though other articles of their conſumption have remai ned as expen- 
| five as ever, brought them back to their former expendituie of 
bread, from fine flour unmixed with barley, which has alſo been 
proportionably cheap; arid rpg, E N hed not entirely, 


5 much ftom 


. from their bill of fare. FN 446, 
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T.would indicate a: blemeable degnieiof:epatiry to tho ilffitus: 
tions. Nich ; have equally done honourtalenr rulers lu NU 


that: country at the helm of /\whichithiy:yreſfide; werethorafbfupity: = 
tentions of the Board of Agrituſture, during the kite f fratuc = 
city, by recommendations of, and inſtructions reſpeſting the culo 
tixation of potatoes, paſſed over without being acnOledged. This 
. Board has: been tlie cauſe of introducing; throughout the! whole 
kingdom, the knowledge and practiee of the beſt methods dali. | 
vating this moſt uſeful vegetable, and bringing it into 
cultural uſe : ſuch an excellent ſubſtitutes for! bread; AH time of 
ſcarcity, and ſo nutritious a root at all times, and of ſuch i 
tant ſerviet in the nontiſument and fattening/all-kinds bf furming- 

ſtock, but particularly ſwine and cattle, that there ãꝰ nb du but 
the cultivation of potatoes will; although the-prejudices of the poor” 
againſt, the uſe of them for their general food ſhould remain, inſure 
this country againſt apprehenſion of any degree of famine in future? 
as, there can. ſcarcely be found a farmer who will not raiſe: ſome 
quantity of them for the uſe of his cattle, which, in caſes of ener 
gency, may become the food of man, and his cattle be ſubſiſted 
as heretofore. But, at preſent, and through this laſt: winter, al- 
though potatoes have been ſold: at the low price of one ſhilling; 
and even ſo low as nine-pence; a buſhel; but fem havr been bought 
by the poor in this neighborhood ; while the comparative cheap- 
neſs of them, at this price, Q 5 at ſixpence, muſt os 
evident to every one. caloN8330 zuboiq @ 

The charitable munificence o*. our countrymen, that virtue ding 1 
has more particularly diſtinguiſhed Great Britain from all countries 
of the globe, and has gained us a character for our humanity al- 
moſt at the expenſe of our reputation for political wiſdom, was 

never 
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neu more remarkably exerted. than on the late preſſing otcaſion: 
but was not that portion of it which expended itſelf in parochial 
ſubſcriptions. in| ſome titalurefnifapplidd # As to that which pri- 
vately employed itſelf in alleviating inſtances of particular diſtreſs, 
na-ablſervation,derogatoryuitherto the excellent hater — 
thatxlitatedany of thoſe priumte goodbacts, is hinedat;'Þ a 
ſubſcaiptions wre int general unꝰ application of ti beſt truit o 
our ions! characten rin aid.of the poor's rate f an effect w 
wasgentrally iperevived after thn harreſt of ryꝗg had ofoted the 
apprehenſians af ple to ſubſide: and the high! price of nn 
which, followed. during a grrat part of the ſubſeq ust year, Un 
in general. met hy am increaſe of the rate fur the mhintenanebsGf 
the poor private; ebaxity till aſſiſting them hy eeechamerhoU gt” 
Chazitys Auilfubssehangh ferner, in her- ways aud means, cl 
inne stet don to bn ami ils 1% 2001 & evormun ob bun 12163 
Tha niit af avagts;|which;: voluntarily on theopar iof the dον 
piars o and uns in general a concomitant of the tutoſſtatety 1 
wanth our attention; as: to its con ſequence hoch to tue 1abbuttiwanti!! 
his s mployan o it attended or followed the relief the po cv 
from public ſubſerĩptions, private charity, and ihe podt's fe 
and: far: as the high price of corn was the effect of any Uher 
canſe than tha imall produce of the crope high wages rightly d 
compauy high prices 3 or, if the prire increaſed in a greater ratio'- 
than the: proddcd was deficient, an intreaſe pf wages juſtly accom- 
pauied an increaſe of proſit : but if the price aroſe ſolely, or priti- 
cipally, from the deficicney qi uc, und was not increaſed” by” 
extraneous means augm whges| 15 n64' volantary, would be 
| ——— rv pooh becauſe; in that caſe,” 

deficiency of produce occaſioning the increaſe of price, no ertfa- 
profit. wot: remdin-for:the"66upier Þ hut he, having an 
poor's::rate te pay} and hs fam maintain from the decreafed f 
praduce of his hm, owoul&fifld Rimſelf in a worſe ſituation than 7 

16 40e i{82:tn0g. 10 H ο ] if | ; any 
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This is mentioned t point out. ono of che canſequonces atten» 
ant: on any plan, conflituting à rang between: the price of .carn 
and tho ptice off eck ; to demonſteztg that, in the, proportion 
wages of [agriculture Ne, as there tis à deficigncy gf cn 3, whilo 
the poor rate remains as a reyenus for the pog in times nf 
inuing, in a, great meaſure, immediately from the pockets, of, the 
occupiers of land; it is an unneceſſary act of injuſtice; to them, 
that. the means of producing the diminiſhed. produce ſhquld, at, che 
- ame times be accompanied. with an increaſe of expenſe; betauſe 
en inoreaſe of wages is not called for on the principle of neceſſity, 
che poor s rate obviating the 1 neceflitye...} ng vi or no V0 14 
- But an increaſe of wages is always attended. with a; decreaſe of 
labour. Manufacturers have long junderſtogd. this; fact, and ated 
accordingly every perſon employing workmen, chere labour alone, 
and not the kill of the artiſt, is required, finds the truth of this 
on, from experience :, the labouring-elaſs, in general, thinks 
ng farth than of immediate amaintenance.: their, own labour ſup- 
plies a part of this q, the pariſb-rate is too often, looked. at for to 
temainder, and no man prefers labour to idleneſs, or the intereſts 
of his more opulent pariſhioners to his own caſe ; he will not work 
to diminiſn the poor's rate; it is therefore found, that increaſed 
eee cher the Mt ab thor end 
done. eber Hap =) 

And when wages are aged as they have been of late * 
on aceount of the emergeney. of the times, to keep up a certain ratio 
between the price paid for the exertions of labour, and the main- 
tenance of the labourer, which was humanely, but not wiſely, ſub- 
mitted to; are they eaſily reduced, the emergency. ceaſing, and a 
time of cheapneſs, as to that produce of the earth, on account-of 
the dearneſs of which the wages of the- labourer were raiſed, ha- 


ving enſued ? which cheapneſs then falls with double weight on 
their 
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Wr enge yen; hobt's mtes and wages being riſers; and the prite 
of the prod ud e the earth being reduced Iuqhire into the fact: 
the/amfrer-wilt be, it has not in genbral been attempted 4 in thoſe 
inſtances) here tlie attettipt has been made, it has created diſſatiſ- 
bon und, where perfilted' in; has occafioned leſs work to be 
Ge y/ and tile, althotgh it may be apparently a paradox, 'when 
cotplett with'what han btn before advanced, is not to be 'won« 
dereint;/-ad au effect preceived Immediately on the 100 RAR 
wages of labour, which afterwards may gradually diſappear,” - 
While the mind n revolritg thoſe circumſtances peng de 
—— during this time of ſbarcity which we hitee 
juſt paſt by; while we arg calling in aid the powers” of memoty 
and reflection, to fix on ſome leading principles Which may be Gf 
farvieWicithe duden or alteration of that ſyſtem of poor- laws, 
under the admimiſtration of which the public have expended” an 
annual revenue; V confiderable, 'as would ocraſion theory to declare, 
that extreme poverty could not remain where ſo much was diſtri- 
buted ; Gd not Ae fac, at the fame time, prove; that poverty 
and miſtry not only remain, but ſtem to advance; 'neatly in the 
proportion that our expenditure increaſes ; while idleneſs and dif- 
ſoluteneſs of manners go hand in hand, and the next generation 
promiſes to he worſe than the preſent. While theſe and fimilar cir- 
cuniftances ſtrike the mind, it is difficult to avoid the appeararice 
of' ſome degree of prejudice againſt the poor, for whoſe benefit this 
inquiry was firſt undertaken, and with a view to whoſe rea and 
ie intereſts it is continued, Being obliged to ſtate matters as they 
_ ſtrike the obſervation; and to feaſon from fats as they exiſt; one 
is led to doubt the political propriety of increaſing the price of 
labour by law, as the neceſſaries of life increaſe in price; although 
it may be at the expenſe of that reputation all dur countrymen are 
deſirous to be renowned for, — the reputation of humanity. 

And it is a matter of much doubt, whether the character of a 
humane man will be preſerved in the opinion of many of our ten- 
D dd 2 der- 
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ment of friendly ſocieties; | 


66,6757 che land, and by ſome lcxilatirg line of condyG which 
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bee patriots, or of our village-potiticians, by x recommen- 


who Us hafen of. the perethinb ene am 
duc ofa qbe h οννιqατννιπer withhñ H UI ad 
inveſtigstvn ofthis. mportant. ſuhiefta, 3nſtent of highes; wage“ 
ang, the preſent. unreſtrgineſ fhate.of xn and difipationsiin; 
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may couple qu intereſts, with our inclinations; 198; 49+which the 
pot and the rich the employer aud the emplegedovilltnot only. 
willingly: abwit, but each of them, in their l Aations, ill 
atialy coincide to carry into full execution and anſtant. affect; 
wes: there no external cauſe of immenſe, expenditure exiſting no 
depend: for ſupplies beyond a peace · eſtabliſhment neceſſary; tho 
nion, ouα¹, not long bear the increaſing expenſes- of the page; 
beenuſe; they fall chiefly on., thoſe. who raiſe, the neceſſaries of dife 
which, neceſſaries muſt of courſe advance in price, in proportion ac 
larger burthens fall on the, growers of tham: this, price muſt be 
paid by the labouring : poor, as well) as hy the other claſſes of the 
nation, which will occaſion, the rates and? the price, of labour ſtill (o 
riſe; Theſe cauſes, and conſeguences, ꝓracting on each other, may 
eee aſeriſis chat ye muſtall W + bat 
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—— — its riches ; while, at the ſame time, the 
payment for the corn imported hu uff ſted to drain the kingdom of 
its ſpetie j a mtaſdre Wich, altfleugh' it greatly tended to remove 
the \appretenfiofs of "the | nitiöp und- 40 Feet the price” of ebtn 
to u level vier tie meune the p Nad, by their own exertions 
and the aſfiſtunco of cheit naghbouts,” to purchaſe it; yet has not 
been without certain inconveniences, the preſſure of which we now 
feel. The topic itſelf is new and important, both to the public in- 
tereſts of the ſtate, and to thoſe of the private individual ; but of 
too extenſive and complicated a nature to be here commented 
upon, were the knowledge and abilities of the writer equal to the 
&fquwNtidhz who conceives, that it is more within the line of his 
purpoſe, 
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 Uiring thoſe years, from: which the apersge- mount of We Poor's 


rate Was taken, upon the-paſling of the kee 
Je ware f, ulſeſs the ſeveral pariſhes, 


have been, uſually charged to the poat's rates, with, Ky furns;'of 
Money as” ſuch directors and guardians, Ker⸗ ſhall think neceſſary 
for the ſapport and inaintenanc} of the poor for the current quar- 
ter, doe for paying the intereſt of the money borzowed under the 

rating - acts, and of any debts which may be incurred fance 
e's it of January, 1795, in the maintenance of the poor, note 
withſtanding ſuch ſums of money ſhould exceed the affeſſmentt 


limited by the reſpective acts : provided, that ſuch aſſeſſmentu, by 


virtue of this act, are made, collected, and paid, in the ſame many 
ner, and ſubje&t to the ſame reſtriftions, regulations, and powers 
of appeal, &c. as the aſſeſſments made under the incorporating» - 

acts. And provided alſo, that after January 1, 1796, the ſums to 
be aſſeſſed, by virtue of this act, ſhall never exceed doubte the fum 
at preſent raiſed by virtue of any incorporating-a@ now exiſting. 
This act of parliament gave a very neceſſary latitude, to the dis 
reCtors and guardians of the incorporated diſtricts, to raiſe the aſ- 
ſeſſments of the poor's rates, according to the urgency of the 
occaſion ; which authority they had abridged themfelves of by 
the a& of parliament nn them, and it has been at- 
tempted 
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bed apo nhtain.occtain) information. to. what dogree, ench1of, the 
houſes, pf. induſtry, mithin the county. of Suffolk, has made uſe of 
this authority ; and for that purpoſe letters. have been, ſent. to the 
lane.gentjoren in he diſtrita, who, with mucinabliging xradineſs, | 
chat infermation which is contained igt the 
letters. inqbia tract. Amſmgrs e net bern. returned, to all, the 
letters; hut, 28 to thaſę, hoyſes from which information hag, bern 
obtained, it clearly appears, that the poor. in} them were main 
tained, thagngh the years,'1795:an 1796 with much leſs in- 
creaſe af, rates than in an of the adjbining. hundreds, whete, no 
bouſes. of induſtry; have been inftirureds, and! when! the ow, ratys 
at which the average. of the pariſhes; was ſtruek in the incorporated 
tj Pr ig by it is o matter of 
poſitive prod tha5, U hnigtenanch of the poar through) the th 
laſt, eure har nge. rad; the; poor · rates in the incorporated; hun- 
dreds to half that aſleffment in the pound, that, their, waintenaner 
has occaſioned, the, rates, ih be * to in eee e in- 
corparated....,... ly on ir TITTY ri bas 457 

And although/ Sir F. .I. Eden's Parockial/Reports 00 not date 
the, accounts, of, thoſe two. large incorporated houſes of induſtyy, 
that in the Ifle of Wight and that at Shremibury, for either of che 
years of, ſcarcity; yet as he ſays generally of the incorporated pa. 
Fiſhes in che Ifle of Wight, that one pariſh pays two ſhillings in the 
pound tack- rent; another ſifteen pence; another three ſhillings and 
three. pence, on two · third of the. rent; and of Graflinghall houſe 
of induſtry, Norfolk, that the average of the rates paid by che in- 
cœporated pariſhes may be ſtated at twenty pence in the pound; 
and, by referring to the average of the aſſeſſment of the incorporated 
pariſhes. in the different houſes of. induſtry, as ſtated in a former 
Letter of this tract, it wid clearly appear, when it is conſidered, that 
the act of parliament only. enabled them to double their aſſeſſmęnts, 
that it cannot have. caſt; tbyſ#, -patiſhes,, alſo, half the expenſe to 
maintain their poor during the laſt two years, eſtimating that ex- 
as penſe 
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have viſited them, od if. they, by any means, tend to di- 
Lays of human, lifs,:of. which ſome doubt has been made 
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LEE ky, to believe. the. population has increaſed. 
much. — It is generally thought that the population, lince.the; in- 


tiqn, has certainly. increaſed, but in what prapartion. I cannot ſays 
opulation increaſes among the. poor, — We. relieve. many. more 
women in child- bed than we did. It is to be. regretted; that. 
no proof can be collected on this / point, in thoſs ingorparated 
pariſhes, mentioned in Sir F. M. Rden's parochial reports; becauſe, 
an increaſed population, being proved, with, equal probability in thoſe 
diftrits, as it is in Suffolk, There cquld be no doubt of the fact 
throughout the ingorporated diftrifts in che kingdom, and. one great 
ohjection to theſe inſtitutions world be done aa: not that it is, 
by any means, the intention gf theft. pages 0. recommend any 
means of compelling pariſhes 30 inſtitute houſes of induſtry ; the 
wiſh of the writer is, to preſerxe the rights of. thoſe already inſti 
tuted inviolate in every reſpect, (except that of compelling them to 
become ſchools of induſtry, as far as it is compatible with the ad- 
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eneburage tkm, Put do nüt Ebmpel the infiſfution of them. 
he other act of Parlament Aallech 24 cl beter” 179 5) and 18 
cap! 23 of che ſume ſeflions!” I. preamble recites the inconvenience” 
that has affen frötn an aft of the gth of George 1. empowering * 
rifties to'purchaſe ot hite houſts, and to 5 55 with any perſo 12 
for lodging, keeping, and maintaining, the poor; and that the 


poor, who/ſhailrefuſeto be ſo lollged; kept, and maititairſed; mar: 
not be entithed do rect collection ot relief from the 'overfitrs* dr 
the pariſha Thie iribenvenfence recited is, chat this providen I the 


ac ptereneg ift Anüüftribus poor perſon from receiving Tilct bebte 
ſional relief as is beſt ſuited to his peculiar caſe, as it Holds but coH 
ditions of relief injurlous oo dhe comfort and domeſtie fitustion of 
fuctuο per ſon it cherefore enacts 8 
%% hae ile overſeers, with the conſent of he pentüeheft ft l 
veſtryſ or the approbation in writing of ahy of his Majeſty's ic. 

tices of the peaes acting in the diſtrict, may refieve-poor perſctis at 
their on houſes under certain circumſtances of temporary illneſß or 
diftroſs3" und that any of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace uſually 
a Sing within the diftrit* may, at his diſcretion, order ſuch” poot 

perſons to be relieved at their on houſes ; provided that the ſpecial 

cauſe of ordering ſvch telier be written iin fuch order given for re. 

let, and that ſuch order remain in force fr A time not exceeding a 
month front the Cate 6pPItBe tler; and kat' it hall be lawful for 


one month, and ſo bg Fr tie to the, às the occaſion may te- 
quire, ſued puſſicæ or juflites Hit uuf riſtering an oath'as to. the 
need and vauſe o duch relief, in tith of the above caſes,” and there- 


upon A ovetſcer of die poor of ſuch pariſi to flew 
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There is:1006y, xeaſon.. to. believe the. population hae increaſed. 
much. — It is generally thought that the population, ſinos the in- 


en certainly increaſed, but in what proportion. I cannot ſay, 

— Population increaſes among the poor, — We. relieve. many moge 
women. in child- bed than we did, — It is to be. regretted; that 
no proof can be collected on this / point in thoſe. incorporated 
pariſhes mentioned in Sir F. M.Eden's. parochial reports; becauſe, 
an increaſed Population, being proved, with, equal probability in thoſe 
diſtricts, as it is in Suffolk , Anere cauld be no doubt of the fact 
throughout the ingorporaged diſtrictg in che kingdom, and one great 
objection to. theſe inflitutinns would be done away: not that it is, 
by any means, the intention gf theſ pages to recommend any 
with of the writer is, to preſerve the rights of thoſe already inſti- 
tuted inviolate in every reſpect, (except that of compelling them to 
become ſchools of induſtry, as far as it is compatible with the ad- 
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the pariſſi: Thie irſtorivenience recited is, chat this proviſion t the 
act prevents àr ndtiſtridus poor perſon from receiving lucli beta- 
ſional relief as is beſt ſuited to his peculiar caſe, as it Holds'out con 
ditions of teſlcf'4yjurious to the comfort and domeſtic*ſituation of 
fuetr or perſon; it therefore enacts, [181 9% 21 18 LIND 
% Phat the overſters, with the confent” of tlitparifhiohets "38 '2* 
veſtry,” or the approbation in writing of any of his Majeſty's ji" 
tices'of the'peace ating in the diſtrick, may refieve poor perſohis'at 
their on houſes under certain circumſtances'of tempotary illneſs dr 
diftroſsy" and that tiny" of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace uſually 
acting within the diſtriẽt may, at hi diſcretion, order ſuch” poor 
perſons to be relie ved at their own'houſes}*provided that the ſperial 
cauſe of ordering ſuch relier be written in fuch onder given for re- 
Hef, and that ſuch order femain in force for u time not exceeding a 
month from the date of tfle order; and Wat it ſhall be lawful for 
any te juſtices! tobinabæ any fatther order for a time not exceeding 
one month,” and ſo on fr Ute to Ute, às the occaſion may re- 
quire, ſued juftice or- juſtites Hpft uf iniſtering an oath'as to the 
need and vauſe o duch relief, in endh of the above caſes,” arid there- 
upon ſummoning the overſeer of the poor of ſuch pariſh to ſhew 
ue Eee cauſe 
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of any ſpecial act of parliament now n force.” To this act of par» 
men n nenn 


1b a S tt: 


ä * ms. A . arts To 1 5216108 

„nin. oF und ane Arterrt VEST C1 TO SSR RC 

£1 terte Ie Fiat ten ec itt ttt re t 
7: 19007 ein 3139 4 E T T E Wn LVL n! 1417 G 63 
1997 * | An ten IN ot 


Fron, the. e Fol Grit edition-of this n 
- © been the accaſion of introdgcing me to: the aααννj,,dùtance of 
Mr. Roſe, a correſpondence while in the country, and an inter- 
change, of ſentiments on this important ſubject when I was in town, 
attended, on his part, with every polite attentiom and friendly ci. 
vility, had been continued between us; and, towards the end of 
January, 1796, I had the pleaſure to receive from him a letter re- 
quaſting me to meet Mr. Pitt, and feveral gentlemen who had paid 
attention to, and had at heart, the amelioration of: the ſyſtem of 
the poor · laws, at dinner at Mr. Roſe's on the following: Monday. 
Accordingly I went to town, and had the honour of meeting Mr. 
Pitt, and ſeveral moſt reſpectable members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, together with two other gentlemen, one of whom has paid 
great attention to the ſulyect. of the meeting, and a profeſſional 
gentleman, whoſa abilities and technical experience are well known, 
Soon after the ſervants. were withdrawn, after dinner, Mr. Pitt 
produced a ſketch of the heads of a bill which, he ſaid, he had in 
contemplation, and on which he requeſted the opinion of the 
company preſent; obſerving, that, for the purpoſe of conſidering 
each topic individually, we ſhould conceive ourſelves a Committee 
on the Poor-Laws, and . 2 converſation on each head as it 
occurred. 


Although 
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-- Mkhough: the conſideration of the ſubject was continued, with- 
aut ny imerruption, till between one and two o clock in the morn- 
ingycthe ſketch had not all paſſed under review; when one of the 
company, while the converſation was employed about orders of re- 
moual, nemarhing the time of the night, Mr. Pitt then obſerved, 
that it was high time for MP e e and our committee 
broke up. 

—— 1 received a copy of the heads which 
had been the ſubject of our confideration;' and a note from Mr. 
Raſe, fignifymg it was Mr. Put's deſire that 1 ſhould attend, the 
following day; at eleven o clock, at his houſe in Downing - ſtreet, 
where I agai met the fame gentlemen,' and afterwards moſt bf 
them, at W . of un; as it 
foited Mr. Pitt's convenlenctde. 1 i, 1. 

When all the heads had again been ee Mr. Rob Mar 
me a copy of them, as then amended on reconſideration ;- and in- 
formed me it vras deſited that I ſhould, in a pamphlet, ſRortly en- 
plain ta the public the good effects which might be expected from an 
act of parliament om the plan and principle contained im the Heads 
alluded to; and that it ſhould be prepared for, and paſſed through, 
the prefs as ſoom as poſſihle. I then returned into the country to 
prepare the pamphlet; but, being prevented ſome days by illneſs, } 
was not able to fend it to town quite fo expeditioufly as was ex 
pected; andꝭ about a'week after it was ſent to Mr. Rofe, I was in- 
formed; by letter from him, that my pamphlet had been received 
and approved of; but that, in the mean time, Mr. Pitt had been 
indefatigable in his application” to the ſubject; that the heads had 
deen teduced to the form of a bill; which was them printing; that 
ſome alterations had been made, to which the pamphlet could 'f$or 
apply; that, as ſoon as printed, a copy ſhould be ſent me; and, a 
few days afterwards, I had the honour to receive, from Mr. Pitt, 
Heads of a Bub for Amending and Enforcing the Laws for the Relief, 
2 and Employment, of the Poor. I then employed my 
ä Eee 2 time 
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the Heals forthe better nikifttentrice of the poor; wis 
printed P teteſved Wo-eopice' of it from that gentleman,” deſiring 
ie ve wekettnglobforrationt jen the different elauſes contained in 
it IA Aite chem it thé margin ef ent of the copies, which was t 
b& @atbback I Wide war wocoidingly dong pretty much at 
lage unqαο attempted ito ſew wherein, by -#ts- aberrations/from 
the lira ſed d Pitt and thoſe gentlemen, whos: attention 
to this ſubject has been mentioned, the bill had deviate from that 
plan which was better calculated to do the moſt probable good, at 
the leaſt probable _ to the public. 1 | 
The Heads of the Bill for Amending and Enforcing the Eawe for 

the Relicf, Inſtruction, and Employment, of the Poor, propoſed 
according to the plan opened by Mr, Pitt to the Hopſe of Commons, 
in the ſeſſion of parliament 1796, having been printed for the be- 
nefit of the members, and again by Sir F. M. Eden, im the · third 
volume of his Hiſtory of the Poon; and the bill, as amended by the 
committee, being printed and diſperſed by different editions through 
the kingdom; it would. be abſurd to reprint them in this publica- 
tion, as it would inereaſe to no purpoſe the expenſe: of a: book al · 
ready too expenſive: but  ſqme good may ariſe from printing the 
| heads, which I had the honour to aſſiſt in ſettling, as probably it 
will be allowed by thoſe gentlemen who bear in their recollection 
the ſpeech, in which the Chancellor of the Exchequer gave a ſketch 
of his ideas on the ſubject, on the ſecond reading of Mr. Whit. 
brea@'s bill; that theſe heads more nearly correſpond with the maſ- 
terly ſketch then given in a ſpeech, which it is to be lamented was 
not heard in a full Houſe, and never has had juſtice done it by any 
minute or report yet printed; and which, in the opinion of ſome 


good 
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good judges af-alogution; never has been argen this kingdom 
as aooratarical effort, in point of perſpicuous compxeſſion of a 
ſubject, terſeneſa, elegance of expreſſian, and effect; 
and to the ideas contained in which ſpeech, the more cloſely any le- 
killa we plan for amelioratipg, the ſyſtem of the 'poor-laws adheres, 
the more; probable-will be its good effect. The plan alluded to is, 
therefore, here introduced ;. firſt obſerving, that, in ſeveral places 
where the wards are in Italic, the maateer was: not wholly-deterauned 
on; and al where the worg 168139: ed, to paint out different 
modes. of; acting. the preciſe mode van left paſettied ; and as the 
payment of | the. county-guardians for their troublo and time was 
not then pabrovely determined, either as tothe manner or wars 
FRY APCs ee 195d +60 Dordul © 
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rurtomanr, INSTRUCTION, AND" RELIEF, OF THE POOR, 


: oy AMENDED, ON. RECONSIDERATION, AFTER SEVERAL xTINGs ry 
 POWMING-OTARETY FRARYARYs, 1796. _ 


Pant I. — Empliyment — of th Poor.” 


WHEREAS the laws now in force have not been ſuffi- 
ciently carried into practice, for employing the poor who 
are able to work; and for inſtructing the infant - poor. 

Juſtices to be authorized within Dee aſſociate 
pariſhes to the number or extent of 
for the purpoſe of the act, in the ſame manner as 2 the 


22d Geo, III. ch. 83. 
1 The 


' 398 


LATTERTHL 


be jaſtices to be authorized:andcequired, within 
from the paſſing of: this act, to make order for the eſta- 


aſſaciated pariſhes; and, for that purpoſe, to order a rate to 


be made in the Goſt inſtance, and to be paid by-inſtatments, . 


for a giuen period, as they ſhall deem convenient, or to au- 
. - thorize. a cestain ſum to be borrowed on the credit of the 


rates in the pariſh or pariſbes for purchaſing materials 


Mn eee at work, as well grown perſons as children, 


: . and; far” erecting, hiring, or purchaſing, ſchools. of in- 


, +» duſtey, for che inftrudtion of the poor, and for employing 


thoſe who cannot, hen inſtrudted, conveniently work at 
home, either from the circumitances;-af the families, or 
from the nature of the work to be done. 

Juſtices to be likewiſe authorized to. compel - the pur- 
chaſing, at ſtated periods, freſh materials by the officers in 
each pariſh, or (by ſome mode to be provided) within each 
hundred, to be diſtributed to the officers in each reſpective 
pariſh, for manufacturing articles of clothing, and every 
other article of neceſſary uſe, for the poor within it, or 
ſuch other articles for which they can find convenient 


455 ſale. 


An option muſt be given to juſtices, to decide on a view 
of the circumſtances of different pariſhes, or with reſpect to 
different claſſes of the poor in the ſame pariſh. 
Whether, 1. Pariſhes to maintain, lodge, and board, 
the poor employed in the ſchools of induſtry, taking the 
benefit of their earnings. 
- Ox, 2. Pariſhes to feed and take care of them during 
the hours of their work, Wa the benefit of their 


earnings. | 
In both theſe caſes, the poar to be RET by re- 


wards, „ 
| f On, 


ſhorter period than now allowed. 
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+ On, , Pariches to forniſh materials; ituplements, &c, 
and ro repurchaſe the manufactures at ſtated prices, un- 
der certain regulations, with an option oF work being 


done at home or at ſchool. g ofs mold 
On, 4. Pariſhes to furniſh Anette, c. as before, 


leaving the families to ſell the manufacture. 


Proviſion; that if more pariſhes than one Have, with 


the approbation of the juſtiees, 'affociated for the expreſs 


en of adopting any one of theſe modes preferably, 
ſuch agreement ſhall, in that reſpect, de binding. 
Proviſion to prevent — nn for a 


Employment on the roads of ſeparate or aſſociated 


: pariſhes, or other pariſh-work. 


Labour to be found, according to ſome one or other of 
theſe modes, for all thoſe who are ſettled .in the pariſh, 
who cannot find work. for themſelves. 

Proviſion for caſes where ſubſtantial hoafeholders ſhall 


offer to. giue a weekly rate for employing children in agricul- 


| ure; and ſuch children to be on the fame footing as thoſe 
who attend. the ſchools of induſtry. 


No contracts to be allowed in future for the lodging, 


- keeping, and employing, the poor. 


Places of reception, if neceſſary, in each county for 


lunatics, ideots, blind, &c. &c. Vide 9 Geo. II. c. 7. 


Power to convert the — workhouſes into ſchools 
of induſtry. 


Panxr II. — Removals, FE | and Relief. 

No perſon to be removed as chargeable, if he ſhall be- 
come ſo only from temporary diſability, or ſickneſs; nor 
ſhall relief be withheld from him to which he ſhall be 
entitled, under this act, from the number of his children 

provided 


— 
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if any is eſtabliſhed in the pariſh or neighbourhood, and 


LETTER vi, 
- prividd W his ſeth be unttisd, as GY | 


the Friendly-Society Act; and that, during bis reſidence, 
be ſhall have ſubſertes te a friendly focizty, from 


after the cammentement of this act, 


has ſent his children, if required, to the pariſh-ſchool of 
induſtry, or . received - wer” Wen e 1. employed 
them as above- provided. 

Provided, that if no friendly ele ſhall 1 eſtabliſhed 


in the pariſh' or neighbourhood, or there being one eſta- 


bliſhed, and the perſon applying ſhall not be able on his 


4 


application to procure admiſſion to it, then, and in every 


ſuch caſe, his contributing a certain ſum to a box, to be kept 


by the officers of the pariſh, ſhall be deemed ſufficient. And 


n all pariſhes or towns, where there are no friendly ſocieties, 


or within miles thereof, or where application ſhall 
be made by perſons refuſed admittance to friendly ſocieties, 
the pariſh-officers ſhall be compelled to recerve contribu- 
tions, and to pay weekly allowances proportioned thereto, 
during fickneſs, to the contributors, who ſhall be placed 
in the ſame ſituation, for the purpoſes before-mentioned, 
as if they were members of friendly ſocieties. — Pariſhes, 
relieving, in the caſes ſpecified, perſons not having ac- 
quired a ſettlement, to recover — part of the 


ſum given in relief, after deducting what the pariſh or 


the friendly ſociety has received. 

No relief to be given to perſons not having acquired 
ſettlements in caſes above-ſ pecified, except by ſetting them 
to work, | 
| Every perſon to gain a ſettlement who has reſided foe 
years in a pariſh, and has complied with the above con- 
ditions, | 

All 
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All enaſas having more than, gg elellren, ages to be 
* to: be entitled to a certain ,.p uniary, allowance 
weekly, unleſz the, overſcers, &c. furni h..them with the 

+;  -.{ - means of,.carnzng. to the ſame amount by work, or make 

competent proviſions for their relief, by advancing a ſum 
of money, in the manner ta he pointed out by the act. 

Power to juſtices o order gyerſgers, &c. to advance a 
ſum of money to any perſon entitled to relief, to enable 
ſuch, perſon to purchaſe a cw. or other animal, ſo as 
thereby to give them an opportunity of increaſing their 
income to the amount to which they would bs entitled to 
relief. 

Perſons not to be excluded from relief in \ certain caſes, 
on account of cottages, in their own right... which they 
auen or other viſible property, not erceeding a certain 
Aang. and of a certain deſcription. Ws 

No perſon to be entitled to relief, for themſelves or 
their tamilies, who ſhall decline labour offered to them 
by the overſeers, &c, if able, to. execute it. SSH 

. Perſons having ſubſcribed to friendly ſocieties, or con- 
tributed to pariſh-boxes, as above, for F years, 
and becoming old or enfirm, to be entitled to a certain 
extra-relief from the fund raiſed for the poor, in propor- 
tion as their health and ſtrength ſhall fail them. 


PaxT III. — Inſpefion of Pariſhes, 6 and Execution of the Laws. 


Chit 100. 


_ _ Overſeers to be made more permanent in office, and to 
be bound to anſwer, on oath, certain queries to be put to 
them by juſtices, and ſuch other queſtions as ſhall be put 
to them, relative to the a een and employment of 
the poor. | 1 
Power to continue overſeer i in office for a ſecond year, 
and for ſubſequent ones, if three-fifths of the pariſh, in 
number and value, ſhall concur in the meaſure; but ſuch 
Fft perſon 


\\ 
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ðñyjerſon not to be compellable to ſerve f the threesfifths, as 
— befote, may, however, agroe to give him a lay not ex- 


Wer e226 . payable:dutvpfithe rate. 
Additional proviſions to compel overſcers to make up 


| Fenn as 311 1 9rl4 10 Holt. 1 1qB 


Power to be given to the reſident clergyman; if rector, 
vicar, or perpetual curate, or to the officiating miniſter, 
if authorized by the biſhop in a manner to be required, 
to inſpect, from time to time, the books and accounts of 
the pariſh, and likewiſe any houſes or ſchools of induſtry 
within the ſame; and if, in any caſe, he ſhall be of opi- 
nion that the laws are not properly enforced; he fhall 


have like power with that herein. after given to the guar- 
dians of the poor to apply to the juſtitces, at their petty 


ſeſſions, who ſhall proceed in like manner thetreoon. 

One or more guardians of the poor to be appointed 
for each county, according to its extent, to be choſen 
by a majority of perſons having freehold-eſtates within 
the county above the amount of {roo a year, and to 
have an allowance payable out of the caunty- rates. 

No perſon to be eligible who is not — by pro- 
perty, to elect as above-deſcribed. 

To continue in office for four years, unleſs removed by 
juſtices, at the quarter-ſeſſions, for cauſe aſſigned, at the 
end of which he may be choſen again. 

The guardians of the poor to be required, within 
calendar- months of his appointment, to viſit and inſpect 
every patith or place, providing for its own poor, within 
the county or diſtrict for which he is appointed; and af- 
terwards, during his continuance in office, to viſit every 
pariſh again at leaſt once in the courſe of each of the 
three remaining years for which he is elected. To be au- 


thorized and required, at every ſuch viſitation, to inquire. 
| particularly 
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„ pPaoarticularly into the number and condition ef perſons 
ſupporting themſelves by labour, and of tho receiving 
relief ; diſtinguiſhing their ſeveral ages and deſeriptions. 
111 11/7 » The amount and variation of the poor's rate, and the 
application of the ſame, under its {everal heads s ſhewing 
particularly the ſums ex ponded in ſetting n to work, 
Latte with the particulars thereof. [3201 
hube number employed; Siingaihing their ages and 
_ + _ deſcriptions, and the nature and value of the work done, 
and the manner of diſpoſing of the ſame, and whether 
they were employed in their own HO or in the ſchools 
of induſtry. 
The number of poor receiving pecuniary . 
or to whom money has been advanced, under the provi- 
ſions of this act, for their better ſupport, + 
The ſtate of the ſchools of induſtry, and the houſes of 
induſiry, (if any,) with the number of perſons lodged, 
maintained, or inſtructed, therein. The number of 
deaths within the year; the rules for the management of 
the ſaid ſchools; and, generally, all ſuch matters as they 
- ſhall be required by the juſtices, at their quarter or petty 
ſeſſions, to examine, and report thereupon. 

The guardians of the poor to have power, for theſe 
purpoſes, to tranſmit, from time to time, any queſtions 
which they may think neceſſary, to church-wardens and 
overſeers, and direct them to prepare anſwers, in writing, 
to be verified on oath, and to be authorized, alſo, to call 

church-Wardens, overſeers, and other perſons, before 

them, at the time of their viſitation, to examine them 
on oath, and to inſpect all books and accounts; to report 
the ſame to the juſtices at a ſpecial - petty-ſeſſions, to be 
held as ſhall be directed by the act, and then to deliver a 
ſchedule of the foregoing particulars in each pariſh, ac- 
Ffif 2 cording 
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15 lis 11 Ardrehe\.guandian-of-the poor galt be, ſpecially re- 
Ac᷑qired, in every caſe where hei ſhall be of opinion that 
all practieabie - meaſures. have not been taken or carrying 


+: 


is.» 
TH 


ort i 


into execution the purpoſes of this act, in ſetting the 


Poor to work, or furniſhing them with additional means 


of maintaining themſelves without periodital relief, to 
— the ſame to the Juſtices, and likewiſe to repreſent 


£ — to the' juſtices what modes of employment and aſſiſtance 


are, in his opinion, applicable to the circumſtances of 
; of  faoh pariſh 3 and what advances of money, and increaſe 
of rate, are neceſſary for the ſamei And, in every ſuch 


caſe, the guardian of the poor ſhall leave, with the offi. 


cers of the pariſh complained of, a»copy»of ſuch certifi- 
- cate © weeks before he ſhall deliver the ſame to 
the juſtices of the petty- ſeſſion/ 


And, in caſe the officers of the pariſh ſhall not, at the 
ſaid” ſeſſions, attend, to ſhew cauſe why the regulations 


propoſed ſhould not be carried into effect, the juſtices ſhall 


make order for their being carried into effect; and if the 
juſtices, on hearing the pariſh-officers, ſhall be ſatisfied 


that ſuch meaſures ought not to be adopted, they ſhall 


make ſuch order as they ſhall think fit, recording the rea- 
ſons why the meaſures: recommended by the, guardians of 


the poor cannot be carried fully into effect. 


- 


Copies of all the orders made at the wur ons 2 


copies of all the reports of the guardians of the poor, 


together with an abſtract, to be tranſmitted to the quar- 
ter- ſeſſions. | 
If either the overſcers or the guardians of the poor 


ſhall be diſſatisfied with the determination of the petty- 
ſeſſions, 
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%do ff .- ſeſſions, power to appeal to the having 
1 wegn 06 fee ness. mace me be 
| * ili | 
„ Giatdians: . el their re- 
ports, and of; ll orders! made thereupon, to the Privy- 
HCL Ar ——— e men, an- 
„ 4) maxed, 4 Mt 30 rene 
The Prey Council to employ a n to prepare ab- 
ſſtracts of the general returns of the whole kingdom, and 
do lay che fatne, together with the returns on which they 
are founded, before parliament, within one month after 
the firſt of January, in each year, if it ſhall be then ſit- 
ting; —— — twenty days after the firſt 
day of the ſeſſion, +: t 278 \ 5387 5 
In order ++ ogg Ain further, an attention to a 
due execution of the law, it might be-propoſed to make 
a ſtanding-order of the Houſe for referring thoſe accounts 
to a Select Committee, to conſider and report upon the 
ſame, and that ſuch report ſhould afterwards be referred 
to the conſideration of a Committee of the whole Houſe, 
where the reſult ſhould be ſtated in diſtinct reſolutions, 
as is now practiſed in the India- budget. 
wh clauſes, ref; m me. e vagran- 


* . 


It would be with a very in grace indeed; aw any perſon, having 
had the honour of being conſulted on a meaſure, which the very 
ſuperior judgement and experience of | thoſe who afterwards reconſi- 
dered it have, with the approbation of Mr. Pitt, thought proper to 
alter, ſhould inveigh againſt thoſe alterations, which more mature con- 
ſideration has made; on which account a reſpectful ſilence ſhall be 
preſerved on every alteration except one, which ſo militates with 


the outline laid down by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the 
ſpeech 
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ſpeech which. has hen Al hdd to. an wd Gas; cb mdf a pulls 
wee eee eee eee maaſute, were it 
to be paſſed by unnoticed. itt et „ent 9951 65 466 nett n 
To prove tha-allerzion, eeousſg at be bad/te-that part of the 
Chapcellor af the Bxchequer's.ſpeeths, which ia publiſhed by Mr. 
Longman, in Patzinoſterrow. as I-49: ſaid, that Publication-is from 
the beſt author ity of any which has appeared 1 in print. an Hen 

He ſhould, wiſh, Therefore. that an opportunity were given of 
reſtoring, the original purity of the poor, las, and of removing 
thoſe corruptions by which they had been obſcured. He was con- 
vinced that the evils which they had occaſioned did. not ariſe out of 
their original conſtitution, but coincided with the opinion of Black- 
ſtone, that, in proportion as the wiſe regulations, that were eſtabliſh- 
ed in the long and glorious reign of Queen Elizabeth, have been 
ſuperſeded by ſubſequent enactments, the utility of the inſtitution 
has been nen and he henevalence a the plan 1 fruit- 
leſs. | 

« While be Sas ** ok thoſe * which the dil. 
cuſſion naturally prompted, it might not, perhaps, be improper, on 
ſuch an occaſion, to lay before the Houſe the ideas floating in his 
mind, though not digeſted with ſufficient accuracy, nor arranged 
with ſufficient clearneſs. Neither what the honourable gentleman 
propoſed, nor what he himſelf had ſuggeſted, were remedies ade- 
quate to the evil it was intended to remove. Suppoſing, however, 
the two modes of remedying the evil were on a par in effect, the 
preference in principle was clearly due to that which was leaſt arbi- 
trary in its nature, but it was not difficult to perceive that the re- 
medy propoſed by the honourable gentlemen would either be com- 
pletely ineffectual, or ſuch as far to over-reach its mark. There 
was of courſe a difference in the numbers which compoſe the fami- 
lies of the labouring-poor, and it muſt neceſſarily require more to 
ſupport an infant-family. Befides, by the regulations propoſed, 
either the man with a ſmall family would have too much wages, or 
the 
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the man witly d. large fomityf who had dene mofſt ſerwite to his tonn- 
try, would have 100 little 80 that were tlie minimum flxect upon 
the ſtandard of a large family, it might operate as än encdurage- 
ment to idleneſs on one part of the community; and, if it were fixed 
on the ſtandurd of a ſmall family, thoſe would not enjoy the benefit 
of it, for whoſe relief ĩt was intended. What meaſure, then, could be 
found to ſupply the defet᷑t? Let us, faid he, make relief, in caſes 
where there is a number of children, a matter of right, an honour, 
inſtead of a ground for opprobrium and contempt." This will make 
a large family a bleſſing, and not a curſe; and this will draw a 
proper line of diſtinction between thoſe who are able to provide for 
themſelves by their labour, and thoſe who, after having entiched 
their country with a number of children, have a claim upon its 
aſſiſtance for their ſupport, All this, however, he would confeſs, 
was not enough, if they did not engraft upon it reſolutions to diſ- 
courage the granting relief where it was not wanted. If the ne- 
cefſities of thoſe Who required aſſiſtance could be ſupplied, by giving 
it in labour, or affording employment, which is the principle of the 
act of Queen Elizabeth, the moſt important advantages would be 
gained. They would thus benefit thoſe to whom they afforded re- 
lief, not only by the aſſiſtanee beſtowed, but by giving habits of in- 
duſtry and frugality, and, in furniſhing a temporary bounty, enable 
them to make permanent proviſion for themſelves. By giving effect 
to the operation of friendly ſoeieties, as had been already hinted at, 
individuals would be ſecured from becoming a burthen upon the 
public, and, if neceſſary, be enabled to ſubſiſt upon a fund which 
their own induftry had contributed to raiſe.” Theſe great points of 
granting relief, according to the number and age of children, pre- 
venting removals at the caprice of the pariſh-officer, encouraging 
ſubſeriptions to friendly ſocieties, and extending as far as poſſible 
the means of employing the poor, would tend, in a very great de- 
gree, to remove every complaint to which the preſent partial remedy 
could be applied, Experience had already ſhewn how much could 
| / be 
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u. O rann Si his, ut r ; 


quod nil . 
patrize fit idoneus,. utilis agris, 
Du et bellorant' et pacis rebus agendis. © © | - 
- The queſtion that naturally flows from Sk Mr. Long- 
man's publication, combined with this quotation, is; whether a ſketch 
of an ict of parliament which enforces ſchools of induſtry, and an 
annual parliamentary inſpection of, and control over, the manage- 
ment of the poor, by obligatory claufes, which, if not carried into 
execution, beſpeak an inattention to, and diſobedience of, a poſt- 
five written law'of the land,” and not any fault in the declaratory 
part of the law itſelf ; which principle is alſo. enforced by another 
obligatory clauſe, wich reſpect to finding employment for the poor, 
viz. that where ſuch employment is not found'by fome of the means 
pointed out, air allowance Hui, be made from the parochial rates to 
the pier tir a certain proportion, for ſuch of them and their children as are 
permitted to live in idleneſs, by ſucb an inattention, on the part of the 
Mert of the pariſh, toithe law of the land ? | 
Or, heads of an act of parliament which, in the firſt inſtance, 
vblige a payment to the poor in reſpect of their number of children, 
and leave it a matter of option in the diſtrict, whether ſchools of 
induſtry ſhould be inſtituted or not ; and alfo, whether an annual 
parliamentary inſpection and control ſhould or ſhould not be en- 
acted ; are moſt in conformity with that part of the ſpeech of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the fecond reading of Mr. Whit- 
bread's bill, which has been alluded to, as explained by this quota- 
tion from Juvenal? without which inſpection into, or ſome control 
over, the management of the poor, of a higher nature, and more 
efefive powers, than the preſent, over which we have long ſlept, 
we ſhall be ſoon awakened to certain ruin, as to the morals of the 
poor, and the property of thoſe who maintain them, 
6888 Any 


1 
off 


b alf Yrowk M. 
PW elle I of 
5H 46 LIC URS nd 1550 
plan feferrer 40lis ldi ade RP nk b 
Bumäffitp f weg it the, Witty: Welles: db 
ac ahd. Ane untttanebs- Mey de fecklffy. 
ente ib tante M pd ito e bree n Be aas 
bhjeatite) cf the iubeftigatieh oF the tmümagemefit uh condi 
lep thb pool "their morals; Hubrte, ecbomy 5 gs i 1h let 
lSpen; wild fem ef prackicul ee at | 
FA A e Kar aut hs ber gt. d ber 
oh pC. / andthe rule of CnꝭHdf With refpect tb 
ec TE to'bevefit "theiti, Al UHC" ration kfelf, 
Will Nr dan tetitly, Nat H N ine in the 
e Huth Ii e were bel to! 
perfection than one — in its infancy. 4 97 LH ade 
Weile hrs is gblity thifough' the fires," Mr: White has again 
urgedetde Chancellor of the Exchequer to bring? fotwH¹ I the tebuis 
O ke HI ti Before parllamem ; dechring at tlie fame time, 
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HE exmtionsiaf the Rev. Mr. Bonyer,cinicthe;dtauſo of ris 
aro and the: pavr,tby, the. inflitation;otontiuet patro- 
Lane, ſuperwũ S he ſchools of induſiry ind incal hire, 
wich hee ben ment ane in an early part: of; this tradticvoras 
ſioned me to wiſh much for the correſpondence; af that! gentlaman 
on ans, ſubigct, Which honour. I have very lately abtaincl by the 
kind interference oi my valuable friend Mr. Sprangat, a maſterlin 
Chancery : who, at my requeſt, informed Mr. Bouyer of my with 
have an anſwer to a few, queſtions reſpectiag the ſchoals undet 
1s directen, which he was ſo obliging to comply with, by 


ing me with a very polite letter n ths; ſubje&,Ffult of impormnt 


nennen. 2 ai ton watt igt zal oi fool, ood; ydw 
Iſt. In anſwer to my que Mr. Bouyer fan, Nhat heal 
of induſtry are, when properly, adminiſtered, cortainly.: very; pron 


fitable to pariſhes: the average abſolute. numerical prafit, wy 
of all expenſes, except the firſt building and furnulhing; may. be 
— by the loweſt computation, at a ſhilling a week, each for 


all the children admitted into them ; — at a much Jarger, though 
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to depart, in any material Particular, Jour the e of Wear 
application and diſtribution. 

zd. In ſome places, the poor are — ally ſenſible of * 
benefits of the inſtitution; and, in a neighbouring market - town 
abſolutely importuned! dhe petforls Iwlio had formed the n 
houſe to open in it a day · ſchool of induſtry, for the employment 
of ite diikirantvfothewown;. / benefit bf which they thi l 
lambnit- thv/peivacionjooecifiched by: the fc HHH and(iadclen 
the chevfors_ Into wiſe! hands the management dF Mit! — 
nowdaliony but thut much impredion ap et beer He ofioighes 
minds of the por in 21709 gc 10 hum dw o 9m benon 
Ati !Dhaticknitting and pianiag gerky ate re onfyebjets 46 
whirh- the ſchovls can now attend; abi that theſe were HA Pri 
p vur by norman the only, objects he Had in chntempfatietrz 
aid Ne. been favoured- with mere utiverſa! and more per fevefi ng 
8 vo . 1 vamos Ain: do ot 289 3d ads 1101152 ¹⁰ ein 
Rr Bouyer's letter \evntaits ulſd tiny very coneluſtre fedſerts 
- why theſe: ſchools, in Lincolnſhire, have not in genefalhitherts 

tet Wits tHat full faceeſs, that <vary friend"to hidiavity/ex 
ant] had reaſon! t& hbpe/ that part of the kingdom wor ia 
reecvedi from! tlie experiment j but, at the fame time; the fob 
eng pleafing netbunt of the god effects ariſing from tlremahüs 
been earned Fat fs very frberdiy And valuable commufmkrtun- 
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in proportion to the feale to "hich the Funds ef dhe Nele 
mefb edi and every days periende, wherheriof d. 
beneste, (if wotifirms' the pad ISLAS} * im the 
fe cares ere itliey are kept p; müttfhihy contelbutt' to 805 
good order of the pariſh, — durtli 
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from the edinpanitive-ttitertiinty bf the work 

ho ars dot ble cted under one regular govertibertt, and whibit, 
iu heran ef ſchools? arte forced to adunt tea patch of 
dhe prermutms. oc Ila borgobs 7141951 bus Silaloand £3 


„ehe unftting 'tHilite, Hatake“ to 'childrel G eight yeatiy' of 
age, cauſÞ as earlyevcttivns 2s human nature is capable 23 
had one of them on April zyth: thete were twenty ſeven cantdi- 
dates; under eight ycarb vid, for fiftoen pretiums. The triel car 
ſiſted! in their knitting Up each ſeventeen” paris" in length ef 
worlted, as part of a ftöching. upon tiddle- fed neodtes ; und 
the child who finiſhed it, the ſecond of the Whböle number, was 
anly five years -oldy and performed thabtai without one fabglsflip, 
or-miſtake, in twentyl nine minutes? thi work was well worth a 
halfpenny] and, according to the Prepbf Ben whith'prafice teaches 
to ſettle with ſome bertainty betwwbefp a fittgle hobr'8 cxertions and 
a common day's work of eight haws! only; that Ittl child could; 
without any ſort of ee me * e yur and ex · 
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1 5 5 feemed | to bo at its loweſt ebb! laſt. vent 
ah gaining fresh vigour, and the ſpixit; of: it indy 
appeared at the -adjadicationrmenting, dA 
2 da conſiderable increaſe i in the. Humber of. candidates; in 
ptopartign of one · fourth more. than, aft year. —_— 
four neighbouring pariſhes have intimated, their intention;49.auild 
3 
rn ng 0 intention 
4 00 Ae 10 lpto general un 9 ul To 15510 boog 
in ſore. rer en, onttes, and; parts of eguntieen o the plan of - 
ſchqols of mduſtry has, been more ſucceſsfully; ; tried than in Lin- 
Ae ken ng. where more. fo, in, My. Bouyer's opinion; thin 
in the, dend of. Rutland, which begag.;yery, ſoon after thuſt 
in Lincohnſhife, and literally adopted their proceedings; and 
. forms, Troy they they have fince only departed in very few 
| inflances,, Tome. of ; which variations are happy conſequences: of 
the. ſpirit with hich. they are Cupported, and apply-to obj 
highly. proper and, beneficial. That | ſociety | flouriſhes exceed. 
ivgly,. and is hononred, not only by the countenance and patfo- 
nage, bet. alſo; by: the: cordial co-operation, of the firſt —— 
and gentlemen of the count. 
Nin. Bouyer wiſhed, to. return the moſt explicit anſwers to the 
guaſtions| which, wert ſent; hic. but, in ſo r doing, a very conſi- 
derable difficulty aroſe from the fear of miſconception. He ſays, 
h The Society of. Induſtry. may be confidered in two different 
Aects., Fioſu as & trial gf the general plan of aſſembling, under 
Proper. .80vernments the poor children of the pariſh, from the 
eaclieft part of their infancy at which they are capable of any 
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eſt objection to that nel no under public eontaoyplaticn 
da hermit dPÞbfſites, hyowtutlon, flower indeed titan that 
Srüche pteſent ! owerſcets, a Rptiling oppmrarrytneral- A 
it PAMIIC buſtnefg, which hab never yet extſted hut ſpeculation; 
AQ" ef putteng we enecutidn into the obamuibaſ : fenrer perſons, 
WhO Oise eviitiine-in office, guahd i Aar grünt, and be 
Held t leer Adtyohy the:0nlyvye whictegnsſtcute sha perform 
ante lf ith" reſponſibility propontioned 17 the vnlue hf he ent- 
ploymiertt. The utoſt expectation / that enn be formech by per- 
ſons acquainted with human nature and the preſent ſtate of ſo- 
ciety, is this, — that as many patriotic and public- ſpirited men 
may be found, in each cofity"6r diſtrict, as ſhall be ſtrictly 
neceſſary to enforoe that reſponſibility, and to examine into the 
diſcharge of thoſe purchaſed duties, looking for no other rewuld 
than the conſciouſneſs of their own. integrity and zeal, and pre- 


pared, at the ſame time, to hear their good qualities, and the 
exertions by which they diſplay them, oftener ' queſtioned, © or 
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Such vis che opinion af aigeatieman; whole exertiqns,: and; con- 
ſoquently experience in | the ;rogulation, of theſe. ſchools,” of in- 
dattry, are well known; and whoſe well-founded judgement, and 
- prediction of the probable, advantages xriſing from an inſtitution 
of them by Jegiſlative authority, merit grab atwntion. It would 
be pteſumptuous were they writer ef «theſe; Letters, Mhoſe expe- 
keln this moſt r. regulation, is 1a. trifling as to 
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evrifine; his judgEnant to ahnt mere: theoriſt, ate A any 
obſervations to thoſe contained in this Letter, or to prangt 
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with"thie mabageamend afothe ꝓont, a. perſon, of longer durability 
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